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Town of Lisbon Gazette Spring 2020

From the desk of Board Chairman

Joe Osterman
Gina Gresch

When are we incorporating? This is the number one ques-
tion I get asked by residents. I wish it was a question I
could just give a date on. The process for incorporation is
a complex one for Lisbon. The past couple years we have
been working on a twofold approach to incorporate. We
were trying to use a law that allowed a town to statutorily
incorporate if we met certain criteria. With the eminent
opposition by the Village of Sussex to any attempt by
Lisbon to incorporate, the use of this law was what we
viewed as our most cost-effective way of incorporating.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to use this law because
of the sunset clause built into it. That will put Lisbon down
the path of attempting a conventional type of incorporation.
We will work with the Department of Administration and
with our willing neighbors to get this done as soon as is
possible. I want to thank our good neighbors in the Villages
of Merton and Lannon for being very supportive of our
incorporation goal. Lisbon will not forget our good friends
and I look forward to working with them in the future. 

Lisbon is currently working with the Village of Merton to
combine our Fire Departments to form the Bark River Fire
Department. This pending merger is a shining example of
the good cooperation between Merton and Lisbon. Lisbon
Fire Chief Doug Brahm explains more about the benefits of
this merger in his article.

Lisbon’s Compost site will be moving at some point in 2020.
Payne and Dolan have once again donated use of their land

for the compost site. The site will be moving west close to the corner of STH 164 and Plainview
Road. We will announce the move and when it is happening on our website, www.townoflisbon-
wi.com, Channel 14 (Spectrum Cable Service) and the Facebook page, www.facebook.com/lis-
bonwi/. Compost site users will also receive a flyer when they use the site.  A big thank you to
Payne and Dolan for the generous use of their land for our residents. 

SPONSORED BY LISBON PARKS:

LISBON
COMMUNITY
FESTIVAL
Saturday,  June 20,  2020
11:00AM -  4 :00PM
LISBON COMMUNITY PARK
N78W26970 BARTLETT PKWY

Come out to Lisbon Community Park on
Saturday, June 20 for food, refreshments
and entertainment featuring music from
Sammy Ray and Friends. Food and
refreshments will be available for sale from
Just Smokin BBQ, Biloba Brewing of
Brookfield and The Dioko Youth Group.

There is fun to be had for the whole family
with children’s games including a blow up
obstacle course, face painting, balloon crit-
ters and batting cages. 

Many local artisans with have booths for
some great shopping.

April 7, 2020 - Spring Election & Presidential Preference Primary
August 11, 2020 - Partisan Primary

November 3, 2020 - Fall General & Presidental Election

April 7, 2020 - Spring Election & Presidential Preference Primary
August 11, 2020 - Partisan Primary

November 3, 2020 - Fall General & Presidental Election
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Country Q and Hillside Safety Proposal

From Lisbon Sanitary District #1

During 2019 the Lisbon Sanitary District #1 (District) incurred large expenditures of funds related to repair and maintenance of
the District’s System and infiltration of storm water into the sanitary sewer system. These expenditures depleted the cash reserves
of the District to the point that the District was no longer able to subsidize the quarterly billing rates for residents.  For the last
five plus years the District has held rate increases down using cash reserves to maintain the operations of the 
system.

The combination of depleted reserves and the true level of operating expenses of the District required that the District increase
the quarterly rate from $105.00 to $220.00 per quarter. No one is pleased with the increase; however, it was required to contin-
ue to operate the system effectively and keep the system in good repair. 

The District commissioners have determined that part of the cash flow issue of 2019 related to a failed transducer that was report-
ing a greater level of sewage to the Sussex Sewer Utility than was taking place. This transducer is being repaired and the District
is claiming a refund from the Sussex Sewer Utility. It will take some time, however; the Commissioners are cautiously optimistic
that the funds can be recovered. The impact of the claim on future rates is undetermined and will remain unknown until the claim
is resolved.

In the interim we encourage everyone to help us minimize storm water infiltration. You can help the District by if you see a man-
hole cover missing or water pooling in a yard by reporting what you see to the District. Also, never hook up sump pumps to the
sanitary sewer system.

If you have any questions regarding the sanitary sewer service and/or the billing, please contact Michael Sargent at 262-923-8100 Ext. 0.
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From the desk of the Lisbon Fire Department

The Lisbon Fire Department (FD) was mustered in 1982 and built to the specific requirements for our serv-
ice area and our citizens. The Department has faithfully answered every call, without fail, since January 1,
1983, after responding to its very first call. When we were formed it was to provide a higher level of serv-
ice than what was previously offered.  It also was done under a budget directed by our own Town’s gov-
ernance.   

Our mission statement, “The Lisbon Fire Department was founded in 1982 to meet the specific fire and
rescue needs of the people of Lisbon.  Lisbon Fire department is committed to maintaining a state of readi-

ness to meet the needs of the community. Lisbon Fire department is proud to be a leader among peer departments, meeting
challenges with determination”. We have successfully accomplished that mission and with profound attention to economic respon-
sibility.  The members of this department through the last 38 years have given an immeasurable amount of hours of dedication
to serve the Lisbon residents and our guests.  The officers, both present and past, have sacrificed an incredible amount of time
and effort to provide and maintain this service. The Town’s elected officials and administrations, for the most part, have always
supported and provided for the needs of our department.  The Lisbon Fire Department has grown and continuously
embraced change to provide the highest level of service possible.  It is time again to revise operations in order to
expand and advance services to continually meet the critical needs of those we serve.

The Town of Lisbon and the Village of Merton are working to merge our fire departments. The goal would be to complete this
consolidation in 2020. This partnership will provide a new pathway enabling us to restructure how our departments are staffed.
Our existing model is a combination of a few full-time, several part-time, and a majority of paid-on-call staff. This operation is
similar to a traditional volunteer type system. This paid-on-call model is no longer sustainable and will fail to provide consistent
reliable service in the future. Combining resources at this time will allow us to place a minimum of fully trained personnel at each
of our stations around the clock. This model of paid full time and part-time firefighter/paramedics based at our stations is a foun-
dation for eventual growth toward a fully career staffed department. By reallocating our current levels of spending and rearrang-
ing or eliminating some of our equipment, we can reduce response times, improve outcomes, and assure undisrupted service.
Our fire and EMS responses have been dramatically increasing and requiring more sophisticated interventions and technical skills
from our responders. Our communities are not financially capable of providing an immediate full time staffed department. But we
do need to adopt a plan to transition to one over time. Lisbon’s Fire Department and elected officials know that with changing
demands, growth, and residents’ expectations we need a significantly different operation model.  

Some ask why now, and not prior to now? There are several reasons why the timing of this project is an important factor that
will lead to the eventual success of the merger. Merton and Lisbon are neighbors that have provided mutual aid to each other
since the establishment of the Lisbon FD. Merton FD and its community have always been ready to help and partner with Lisbon
FD unconditionally. When Lisbon FD was established not all bordering departments were friendly. In fact, several worked hard to
prevent the department from happening. In those days, Merton did not have all the same levels of services or equipment. They
also responded to less calls and were content with their service meeting their needs.  The Merton FD elected a different path in
the 80’s and 90’s. They contracted with neighbors to their west for advanced levels of EMS. Lisbon during those years developed
independently and elected to specialize in advanced life support. Lisbon was the first in the Community Memorial Hospital (now
Froedtert Menomonee Falls) area to obtain critical care advanced life support credentials. More recently, Merton has enlisted
Lisbon to provide higher levels of EMS care to them through a contract which is mutually beneficial to both municipalities. We
have combined all of our training programs and are currently integrating our personnel. Lisbon sponsors Merton people through
paramedic school and then those paramedics respond to Merton calls and provide back up for Lisbon calls. The major identifying
differences between now and then is the amount of time our departments have naturally evolved and grown together. The per-
sonnel from both agencies work together seamlessly and across all the stations.   

Waukesha County sponsored a study to research possible solutions to staffing issues across all of the County departments. Lisbon
and Merton were mentioned in the findings as a recommended model fostering  cluster departments throughout the County. Lake
Country FD and Western Lakes FD are districts and examples of communities that have already moved forward combining
resources.   

The Lisbon FD and the Merton FD will be under one district named “Bark River Fire”. We have been working on this project for
some time now, but it is drawing closer to a reality. Lisbon residents will still have paramedic service and both fire stations will
remain open. The onsite station staffing will improve along with response times. There is much work yet to be completed. Creating
a shared department with municipalities that actually like and want to work with each other is refreshing. Both Merton and Lisbon
are committed to work diligently toward a common goal for the good of their constituents. The fire and rescue service offered to
Lisbon and Merton citizens will be changing and is guaranteed to be improved. I am excited for our new fire service future. If you
have any questions please feel free to call me at 262-538-3902.  

Chief Douglas Brahm
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From the desk of Park Superintendent John Greiten & the Park Committee

The park and recreation profession is a truly unique and gratifying field, it requires a dedicated staff to manage a successful park
system. Working with our park committee and staff we are committed to preserving / expanding community recreational oppor-
tunities, green space and our park facilities. 

Our main goal is to connect the community to their parks. We do this by offering quality year round outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities and park amenities like: 

Family social events, 
Open air picnic shelters and facilities for rent
Playgrounds
Sport Fields Facilities
Walking Trails
Sledding hills, cross country ski trails, ice skating rink

The Lisbon Park Department works together with several local nonprofit groups, local businesses and Town Departments to bring
quality outdoor recreational opportunities throughout the year that provide a better quality of life for our residents families and
friends.

A final note….
With your help we can continue to keep our parks safe and clean. Unfortunately, there are some who think it is fun to vandalize
the playgrounds and other park facilities. Please report any issues to the Lisbon / Sussex Police Substation @ 262-246-
5237. Your help truly makes a difference, Thank You.

Upcoming Family Events at the Lisbon Community Park
N78W26970 Bartlett Pkwy, Hartland 5302

Easter Extravaganza
Date: Saturday April 4, 2020 
Time:  12:30 pm - 2:30 pm

This event is in partnership with Sussex Rec Department, local businesses, and area groups. Admission is free. Non-perishable
food items will be collected for the Sussex/Lisbon Food Pantry and are greatly appreciated.  

Walk through the Lisbon Park prairie area with your Easter basket and collect goodies from local businesses and organizations.
At the end, collect Easter eggs that can be found in the prairie grass and have your picture taken with the Easter Bunny.

Lisbon Community Festival 
Date: Saturday June 20, 2020

Time: Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00pm
Join us at the Lisbon Community Park N78W26970 Bartlett PKWY Hartland, Wis. 53029 to enjoy food, music, beer, and a chil-
dren’s activities area. Admission is free. Non-perishable food items will be collected for the Sussex/Lisbon Food Pantry and are

greatly appreciated. 

Invite your family and friends to these free family events. 
A Community is at its strongest when we come together.

The Lisbon Park Committee are looking for volunteers that would like to be part of our team. Our park committee is an essen-
tial part of preserving / expanding community recreational opportunities, green space and our park facilities. Must be a Lisbon
Resident of 18 yrs. or older to participate. 

Duties Include:
1 meeting per month (Third Mondays of each month 6:30 PM)
Meetings are held at the Richard Jung Fire Station in the meeting room in the Town of Lisbon.
Event Planning, input on future park facilities and sport field upgrades, grant research. 

Interested parties please contact Marlene Kumitsch by Phone: 262-538-4448 or 
Email: dkumitsch@wi.rr.com
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From the desk of the Assessor 
Mike Grota

Michael L. Grota is the Assessor for the Town of Lisbon. The
Assessor is responsible for discovering, listing, and valuing all
real and personal property. He also inspects and values all of
the building permits taken out for such things as new homes,
additions, garages, remodeling, decks and other improvement
projects.  

The Assessor and his assistant, Judy Hassmann, have accumu-
lated building permits and land divisions to review and inspect
for the 2020 assessment year. Inspections began in December
2019 and will continue until complete. Personal Property notices
were mailed to all business owners on January 6, 2020 and
need to be returned to our office by March 1, 2020.

All of the Town of Lisbon property files are kept at the office of
Grota Appraisals located at N88 W16573 Main St. in
Menomonee Falls. If you have any questions regarding your
property assessment or personal property feel free to contact
his office at (262) 253-1142.  Mr. Grota can also be reached via
email at mike@wi-assessor.com.        

From the desk of the Building Inspector
Bryan Oelhafen

262-844-1594
lisbon-inspector@outlook.com

All types of construction, and some appliance replacements in
the Town of Lisbon require a permit. This includes but is not
limited to: home or garage additions, remodeling, out-buildings
to include sheds or detached garages, decks, service upgrade,
siding, roofing, window replacement, water heater and furnace
replacement, and swimming pools. 

Any accessory building, including those considered temporary,
must also be permitted. No accessory building can be located in
front of the home without proper approvals. Any accessory
building over 100 square feet must have a concrete slab. The
front of the home is defined as the side that faces the street. In
the case of a corner lot, you are considered to have two front
yards. 

Applications can be found on the town’s web site as well as
answers to most of your permitting questions. If you have any
additional questions, or are unsure if you need a permit, please
call, Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm. Office hours
are by appointment only.

MONTHLY MEETING DATES
Town Board - 2nd & 4th Monday

6:30 PM at the Town Hall

Plan Commission - 2nd Thursday
6:30 PM at the Town Hall

Park Committee - 3rd Monday
6:30 PM at the Richard Jung Memorial Fire Station

Sanitary District #1 - 3rd Wednesday
6:30 PM at the Town Hall

Annual Meeting of the Electors
April 21, 2020 @7:00 PM 
at The Lisbon Town Hall
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HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION

SITES

MENOMONEE FALLS
Veolia Environmental Services

W124N9451 Boundary Rd. (124th St.)
Phone:  262-255-6655

Every Monday & Wednesday 11:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
Saturdays 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

WAUKESHA
City Incinerator Building

900 Sentry Drive

April - November
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
3rd Wednesday 11:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

December - March
2nd Saturday 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

All sites are closed on holidays

WASTE OIL & ANTI-FREEZE
There is a depository tank for waste oil 
located at the Municipal Garage at
N72W24958 Good Hope Road. 

ONLY waste oil is to be deposited in
this receptacle for recycling. You may also recycle your oil

filters at this 
location. Also at this site is a receptacle for used 
anti-freeze. We will accept the synthetic type of 

anti-freeze. Please be very careful to  place these in the
properly marked receptacles. It will cost the Town extra

to haul away contaminated products.

REMINDER TO NOT DEPOSIT DEBRIS
ON THE ROAD

It is a town ordinance (3.04a) to not deposit any foreign
matter, which grass clippings and leaves would be consid-
ered, on any town roads. They pose a safety concern for
people on bicycles and motorcycles.   

It is easy to prevent the clippings from flying into the street
by mowing with the discharge chute aimed back at the yard.
If you don’t want the clippings in your yard, just rake them
up. They do add nutrients to your lawn if left alone.  It’s
inevitable that some grass will fly astray and end up on the
roadway, that’s understandable. But when there are clumps
and piles, that is blatant disregard for others safety.  

Be a good neighbor and make certain that you don’t leave
clippings in the street. Use a blower and blow them back
into your yard or use a broom and sweep them up, or cut in
a manner that the grass gets thrown away from the street.

From the desk of DPW Director Joe DeStefano Jr.

On a quiet February day I write this letter. We are in the midst of the winter season and are somewhat average for snow totals
thus far. Last year we had a very busy late winter season for snow and ice control operations, we will see what the rest of this
winter has in store for us. That being said, we have had a very successful and safe snow and ice control season to this point.

In 2020 you will notice pavement resurfacing along sections of Maple Avenue as well as Plainview Road taking place. We will also
continue to focus on road maintenance as we move forward to preserve our investment.  There will be crack-filling and chip-seal-
ing taking place on various roads throughout Town. You will continue to see the guys out on the streets performing our 
regular duties of sign maintenance, roadside mowing, brush pick-up, tree removal, small road repairs, ditching, storm sewer 
repair, etc.    

The Town’s Compost Site will be moving roughly a half mile west of its current location. That should take place sometime in the
summer of 2020, there is still a lot of work to take place to have it up and running properly.  

Within the newsletter please find information on our annual spring brush pick-up, the compost site, the tire round-up, recycling,
debris in the road and town right-of-ways.  And as always if there are any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to
call or e-mail me. 262.246.3416 jdestefano@townoflisbonwi.com

I am sure a lot of people are looking forward to warmer weather and I want to take this time to wish everyone a safe and healthy
spring and summer! 
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RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENTS
The Town of Lisbon prohibits the placement of obstruc-
tion and encroachments within the public right-of-way.
The public right-of-way is the land containing street
pavement and the grass ditch line from the shoulder to
the front of the property line.

Obstructions are described as trees, landscape plant-
ings, fences, posts, poles, temporary signs, bagged yard
waste or rocks.

Encroachments include fixed items such as buildings,
structures, pedestal signs or hanging signs.
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TOWN OF LISBON COMPOST SITE
OPENS APRIL 4 - NOVEMBER 28, 2020
** AT THE EXISTING LOCATION**

Hours of Operation:
Mondays:  4:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

(Residents must be at the gate by 7:50 P.M.)
Saturdays:  9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

THE SITE ACCEPTS LEAVES, GRASS CLIPPINGS, 
BRUSH & BRANCHES.

No Landscape Timbers, Railroad Ties or
Construction Lumber
No Chainsaws or Axes

No Front End Loaders or Trucks larger than a Pickup
No children on any piles & dogs must be on a leash

DO cover your load with a tarp 
(County Ordinance 346.94 or pay a fine of $114.00) 

ELECTRONICS ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTED AT THE
COMPOST SITE. PLEASE VISIT WWW.WAUKESHA-

COUNTY.GOV/RECYCLING FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON HOW TO PROPERLY DISPOSE OF

ELECTRONICS.  

To find out if the compost site is open due to weather, please
call 262-719-5411. The annual pass obtainable at the Town Hall
is $18.00.  There is an additional $2.00 handling fee if done by

mail or a $0.88 fee for credit card payments. Credit card 
payments are only accept at Town Hall..

COMPOST SITE APPLICATION
NAME:
______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:
__________________________________________________________________
CITY, ZIP:
___________________________________________________________________
Mail this form with your check for $20.00 to:  Town of Lisbon W234N8676 Woodside Rd. Lisbon, WI  53089

All brush must be out by the road at 7:00 A.M. that morning.
Only one pass through the Town will be made which will take
approximately 2 to 3 weeks to complete.  Any brush brought
out after this time will not be picked up and will be the
owner’s responsibility to remove. Due to budget and time
constraints, there is NO FALL BRUSH PICKUP.  

l No branches will be picked up that are over 8 feet in
length. Small branches should be tied together with
string.

l Branches over 5 inches in diameter should be cut up 
and used for firewood.

l All branches should be neatly stacked with butt ends 
facing the road.

l The crew will not pick up from vacant lots or new 
construction.

l No stumps, railroad ties or landscape timbers are
allowed.

l No garden or yard waste, bagged, boxed or other 
containers of brush will be picked up. Please take 
these items to the Compost Site. 

Please do not drop brush off at the 
Department of Public Works.

BRUSH PICK-UP
The Town of Lisbon Public
Works Department will begin
the Spring Brush Pick-up on
Monday April 20, 2020 

(tentative/weather permit-ting)

DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES
FOR NON-EMERGENCIES call the Waukesha County

Sheriff - 262-446-5070
WHO DO I CALL….?

• If my garbage and/or recycling didn’t get picked up? I 
have an appliance or large item to get rid of (special 
pick-up)?  • Advanced Disposal at 367-6040.

• If I need a burn permit?   • It’s included in your tax
bill, you can download it from our website or 
pick one up at Town Hall.  

• If I need a permit for a building, plumbing, electrical or
HVAC, remodeling, new roof, etc.?  • Building 
Inspector Bryan Oelhafen at 844-1594.

• If you need to park on the street overnight.  • The 
Sheriff’s Department non-emergency at 
246-6100 and press 5.
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The main number 262-246-6100.
• For the Town Hall, press 1

• For general Town Hall information press 1  
• For the Town Clerk press 2
• For property taxes and accounts receivable press 3
• For billing press 4 
• For the Administrator press 5 
• If you don’t know which extension to choose, please stay on 

the line and the next available person will help you.    
• For Public Works, press 2
• For the Building Inspector, press 3
• For the Parks Department, press 4
• For the Sheriff’s Department non Emergency number 

and overnight parking, press 5
• For the Lisbon Fire Department, press 6
• For the Town Board of Supervisors, press 7

Below are the new direct extensions:
• 1001 – Deputy Clerk Kris Porter (General Town Information)
• 1002 – Treasurer Amy Buchman
• 1003 – Administrator Gina Gresch 
• 1004 – Interim Clerk (Elections, Planning & Zoning)
• 1005 – Deputy Clerk Natsha Girard
• 2001 – Fire Chief Doug Brahm
• 4001 – Parks Director John Greiten
• 5001 – Public Works Director Joe DeStefano, Jr. 
• 6001 – Building Inspector Bryan Oelhafen
• 1200 – Chairman Joseph Osterman
• 1201 – Supervisor #1 Tedia Gamiño
• 1202 – Supervisor #2 Marc Moonen
• 1203 – Supervisor #3 Linda Beal
• 1204 – Supervisor #4 Rebecca Plotecher

Town Staff & Elected
Officials Phone Numbers
Town Staff & Elected

Officials Phone Numbers

To Keep up on Lisbon Announcements
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

https://www.facebook.com/lisbonwi/


