
LISBON TOWN CODE 
CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

1.01 LISBON TOWN CODE. 

(a) Title.  

This code of ordinances may be known and cited as the Lisbon Town Code. 

(b) Amendments. 

Any additions or amendments to this code are incorporated in this code so that a reference to 
the Lisbon town Code includes such additions and amendments. 

(c) Numbering of Sections. 
 
Each section number of this code shall consist of two component parts separated by a period; 
the figure before the period refers to the chapter number and the figure after the period refers 
to the positions of the section within the chapter. 
 

(d) Numbering Additions. 
 
The decimal system shall be used for all additions or amendments to this code. When a chapter 
of section is to be added the new chapter or section shall be given a decimal character. 

 
1.02 DEFINITIONS. 

(a) Terms used in this code, unless specifically defined in this code, have meanings prescribed by 
the Wisconsin Statutes for the same terms. 

(b)  Terms used in this code have the following meanings: 

• Town:  Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin 

• County:  Waukesha County 

• State: State of Wisconsin 

• Town Board:  The Town Board of the Town of Lisbon, and similarly the title of any other 
official, board or commission shall refer to the Town of Lisbon unless otherwise stated. 

• Person:  Any natural individual, firm, partnership, trust, estate, club, association or 
corporation. As applied to partnerships or associations the word includes the partners or 
members thereof; as applied to corporations, the word includes the officers, agents or 
employees thereof, who are plural and the plural includes the singular. The masculine 
gender includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

• Ordinances:  The ordinances of the Town of Lisbon and all amendments thereto, 
including his code. 

• This code:  The Lisbon Town Code 

• Wisconsin Statutes:  the 1971 edition thereof; and when later editions are published, the 
latest publication thereof. 
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1.03 REPEAL OF ORDINANCES.   

(a) All general ordinances or parts of ordinances heretofore adopted by the Town Board and not 
included in this code are repealed; expect the following which are hereby continued in full force 
and effect: 

(1) Ordinances authorizing contracts or the issue of municipal notes or bonds; 

 (2) Ordinances levying taxes or making special assessments;  

 (3) Ordinances appropriating funds or establishing salaries; 

 (4) Ordinances granting franchises or rights to corporations; 

(5) Ordinances relating to the establishment, dedication, opening, grade, naming, 
improvement, altering, widening or vacating of streets, alleys, or sidewalks, parks or 
public grounds; 

(6) Ordinances respecting the conveyance or acceptance of real property or easements in 
real property; 

 (7) Ordinances authorizing or relating to particular public improvements; 

 (8) Ordinances regulating zoning and subdivisions; 

 (9) Any other special ordinances not in conflict with the provisions of this code. 

(b) The provisions of this code, so far as they are the same in substance as those of heretofore 
existing ordinances are continuations of such ordinances and not new enactments. Any act 
done, offense committed, or right accruing or acquired, or liability, penalty, forfeiture or 
punishment incurred prior hereto shall not be affected, but may be enjoyed, asserted, enforced, 
prosecuted or inflicted as fully and to the same extent as if the above repeal had not been 
effected. 

1.04 JURISDICTION. 

Unless otherwise provided in this code, this code applies to acts performed within the Town of Lisbon, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin. 

1.05 PENALTIES.  

(a) Standard Penalty. 

Unless another penalty is expressly provided by this code for any particular provision, section or 
chapter, any person violating any provision of this code, or any rule or regulation adopted or 
issued in pursuance thereof, or any provision of any code adopted herein by reference shall, 
upon conviction, be subject to a forfeiture of not less than twenty five dollars ($25.00) nor more 
than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) and the cost of prosecution, In default of immediate 
payment of such forfeiture and costs such person shall be committed to Waukesha County Jail 
until such forfeiture and costs are paid. Every commitment shall limit the duration of such 
imprisonment to a definite term not exceeding ninety (90) days. 
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(aa) Bond Schedule.  

In the event a bond is permitted to be posted for any violations of this code, and in the further 
event that no bond schedule has heretofore been adopted or established by the Town Board 
which applies to the provision of the Town Code which is alleged to have been violated, a bond 
in the amount of fifty dollars ($50.00), together with all assessable costs and penalties may, in 
the discretion of the officer issuing the citation, be posted to guarantee subsequent court 
appearances. In the event a bond is accepted, the officer issuing the citation shall advise the 
individual posting the bond that the bond will be forfeited in the event the individual fails to 
appear at any subsequent court proceeding.   

(b) Each Day a Violation.  

Each act of violation and every day upon which a violation occurs or continues constitutes a 
separate offense. 

(c)   Applicability. 

The penalty provided by this section or any section of this code applies to the amendment of 
any section of this code or any code adopted herein by reference to which the penalty relates 
whether or not such penalty is reenacted in the amendatory ordinances, unless otherwise 
provided in the amendment. 

(d) Reference to Sections. 

Reference to any section of this code shall be understood also to refer to and include the 
penalty section relating thereto, unless expressly provided. 

(e)  Failure of Officers to Perform Duties. 

The failure of any officer or employee of the town to perform any official duty imposed by this 
code shall not subject such officer or employee to the penalty imposed for violation of this code, 
unless a penalty is specifically provided. 

1.06 RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTS.  

Every person concerned in the commission of any act prohibited by this code, whether he directly commits the 
act, or prosecutes, counsels, aids, or abets in its commission, may be prosecuted and on conviction is 
punishable as if he had directly committed such act. 

1.07 SEPARABILITY OF PROVISIONS. 

Each section, paragraph sentence, clause and provision of this code is separable and if any provision is held 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the remainder of this code nor any 
part thereof, other than that part affected by such decision.  

1.08 EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This code of ordinances shall take effect upon passage and publication in book form under the authority of the 
Town Board as provided by law. 

1.09 COPIES ON FILE. 

Copies of this code shall be kept available at the Town Clerk’s office for public inspection. 
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1.10  CITATIONS FOR ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS; CASH DEPOSITS.  

(a) Citation Method Elected. 

Pursuant to Section 66.119, Wisconsin Statutes, the Town of Lisbon hereby elects to use the 
citation method of enforcement of ordinances other than those for which a statutory 
counterpart exists. 

(b) The Citation. 

 The citation shall contain the following: 

(1) The name and address of the alleged violator. 

(2) Factual allegations describing the alleged violation. 

(3)  The time and place of the offense. 

(4)  The section of the ordinance violated. 

(5) A designation of the offense in such manner as can readily be understood by a person 
making a reasonable effort to do so. 

(6)  The time at which the alleged violator may appear in court. 

(7)  A statement which in essence informs the alleged violator: 

(A) That a cash deposit based on the schedule established by this section may be 
made which shall be delivered or mailed to the Town Police Chief or Town Clerk 
prior to the time of the scheduled court appearance. 

(B) That if a deposit is made, no appearance in court is necessary unless he is 
subsequently summoned. 

(C) That if a cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not appear in court, 
he will be deemed to have entered a plea of no contest, or, if the court does not 
accept the plea of no contest, a summons will be issued commanding him to 
appear in court to answer the complaint. 

(D) That if no cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not appear in court 
at the time specified, an action may be commenced to collect the forfeiture. 

(8) A direction that if the alleged violator elects to make a cash deposit, the statement 
which accompanies the citation shall be signed to indicate that the statement required 
under paragraph 7 above has been read. Such statement shall be sent or brought with 
the cash deposit. 

(9) Such other information as the town deems necessary. 

(c) Form of Citation.   

The form of the citation to be used by the town shall be in the following form, to wit:  
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(d) Schedule of Cash Deposits.  

The Schedule of Cash Deposits established for use with citations issued for ordinance violations 
shall be as adopted by the Town Board from time to time, and such Schedule shall be on file in 
the offices of the Sheriff’s Department and Town Clerk. In addition, penalty assessments, jail 
assessments and court costs shall be added to the cash deposit, which assessments and court 
costs are determined in accordance with the deposit schedule established, adopted and as 
amended from time to time by the Wisconsin Judicial Conference. Deposits shall be in cash, 
money order or certified check to the Clerk of Municipal Court, who shall provide a receipt 
therefore.  Deposits shall be made in cash, money order or certified check to the Town Police 
Chief or Town Clerk, who shall provide a receipt therefore. 
 

 (e) Issuance of Citation.   

(1) Law enforcement officer. Any law enforcement officer may issue citations authorized 
under this section. 

(2) The following town officials may issue citations with respect to those specified 
ordinances which are directly related to their official responsibilities 

 (A) Town Police Chief with reference to all ordinance violations. 

(B) Town Police Chief and Building Inspector with reference to the following 
ordinance violations: 

• 11.01 Zoning Regulations 

(3)    Such town officials may delegate their authority to issue citations to their subordinates. 

(f) Procedure. 

Section 66.119(3), Wisconsin Statutes, relating to violator’s options and procedure on default, is 
hereby adopted and incorporated herein by reference. 

(g) Nonexclusivity. 

(1) Other Ordinance. Adoption of this section does not preclude the Town Board from 
adopting any other ordinance or providing for the enforcement of any other law or 
ordinance relating to the same or other matter. 

(2) Other Remedies.  The issuance of a citation hereunder shall not preclude the Town 
Board or any authorized officer from proceeding under any other ordinance or law or by 
any other enforcement method to enforce any ordinance or law or by any other 
enforcement method to enforce any ordinance, regulation or order.) 

1.11 CIGARETTE LICENSE FEES.   

No person shall sell, exchange, barter dispose of or give away, or keep for sale any cigarettes without a 
license therefore as prescribed by the Wisconsin Statutes. The license fee for such license shall be set by 
resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time.  The license shall expire on June 30 of such year. 

https://wi-lisbon.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/812
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1.12 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE CONDITIONED ON PAYMENT OF TAXES. 

Not-withstanding anything contained in any ordinance or code provision of the Town of Lisbon to the contrary, 
no person shall be entitled to obtain any license from the Town of Lisbon unless, at the time of the issuance of 
that license, the licensee has paid to the Township of Lisbon all local taxes, whether real or personal, and all 
assessments of any nature, which are then due and owing.  

1.13 SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF LICENSES ISSUED BY TOWN BOARD.  

(a) Licensing.  

This ordinance (Sec. 1.13) is enacted pursuant to licensing powers granted this town, and is 
intended to be used in disciplinary proceedings. 

 (b) Obscenity. 

The following shall constitute grounds for suspension or revocation of a license issued by this 
town, to a degree determined by the Town Board following notice to the license holder, and 
hearing: 

(1) Conviction of an offense, contrary to Wisconsin Statutes, Section 944.21, or a county 
ordinance adopted pursuant to said statute or Section 59.07 (64m), or any successor 
statute or later amended version. 

(2) Arrest or bringing of charges, whether by complaint or citation, of a license holder, 
pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Section 944.21, Section 59.07 (64m), or an ordinance 
pursuant thereto. 

(3) A finding by the Town Board, whether or not court charges are filed, that the operation 
of the licensed facility or activity is in conflict with Wisconsin Statutes Section 944.21. 

(4) Regardless of the basis for the hearing, the standard for disciplinary action shall be 
whether the board finds, by a preponderance of the evidence that a violation occurred. 

(c) Suspension or Revocation of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses.  

Alcohol licensees are to be disciplined according to the guidelines of present Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 125.12, or any later amended or successor statute. 

(d)  Severability. 

In the event any portion of this ordinance, which is intended to incorporate Wisconsin Obscenity 
provisions, is found unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining portions shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

(e)  Penalty. 

The penalty for each violation shall be determined by the Town Board, taking into account the 
number of past and present violations proven, and the severity of the current offense(s). 
Multiple offenses may be considered at any hearing involving the same licensee, and the Board 
may suspend or revoke any type of issued license, following prior notice to the license holder. 
In the future, the Board may establish a specific penalty guideline taking these factors into 
account. 



CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Page 7 of 8 
 

  

1.14     CHARGE BACK OF ENGINEERING, ATTORNEY, PLANNER, AND OTHER FEES TO LAND 
OWNERS BENEFITING. 

 
(a) Fees of Town Professionals Charged Back 

  
Whenever either the Town Board, Town Clerk, or other Town official has authorized a property owner 
in the town to contact the Town Attorney, Engineer, Planner, or any other of the   Town’s professional 
staff; the Town Board, Town Clerk, or other Town official contacts such Town  Attorney, Engineer, 
Planner, or any of the Town’s professional staff; or a property owner contacts   the Town Attorney, 
Engineer, Planner, or any other of the Town’s professional staff, if such contact results in a charge to 
the Town for that professional’s time and services and such service is not a service supplied to the 
Town as a whole, then and in that event the Town Clerk shall, pursuant to the provisions of Section 
66.070 (b), Wis. Stats., charge that service to such property owner for the fees incurred by the Town. 

 
(b) Property Owner Allowed Time to Pay. 

 
The Town Clerk shall give each property owner billed for current services as provided for herein notice 
that they shall have a specified period of time not less than thirty (30) days to pay. Said notice shall 
also state that within 15 days of the date of the notice, the property owner may request a hearing 
before the Town Board regarding the charges. Said notice shall also include an itemized statement of 
the professional service fees to be charged. Thereafter, if the property owner requests a hearing within 
the proper time period, the matter shall proceed as described in subsection (d), below. If a hearing is 
not requested within the required time period, if that charge remains unpaid, the Town Clerk shall 
automatically charge that delinquent bill against the current or next tax roll as a delinquent tax against 
the property as provided by law. In the event the statement rendered to the property owner or the 
time given for the property owner to pay or following a hearing if the Town Board approves all or part 
of the charge, it is too late in the current year for the charge, when it becomes delinquent, to be 
extended on that year’s tax roll, then the delinquent charge shall be extended to the following year’s 
tax roll. 

 
(c) Interest on Special Assessments or Special Charges. 

 
In order to recover the entire cost of any work or improvement to be paid in whole or in part by special 
assessment or special charge, including direct or indirect costs, such as services of the administrative 
staff of the Town, its engineering and legal services, the interest charged to the benefited owners shall 
be two (2%) percent above the rate the Town would have had to pay for a loan at that time. 
 

(d) Appeal to Town Board.  
 

Upon receipt of a timely request for hearing as described in subsection (b), above, the Town Board 
shall hold a hearing regarding the charges at its next scheduled meeting or as soon as feasible. Such 
hearing shall be preceded by posted public notice and reasonable notice, via first class mail, to the 
property owner. In the event a hearing is requested, no charges shall be placed on the tax roll unless 
and until such hearing has been held and a decision has been rendered by the Town Board to approve 
the charges against the tax roll in whole or in part. If approved only in part, only that part of the 
charges that are approved may be charged against the tax roll. 



CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Page 8 of 8 
 

  

1.15 PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICES. 
 
All ordinances and notices which are to be published shall be published in the newspaper, except in 
those cases where the Wisconsin Statutes require publication in some other manner or the Wisconsin 
Statutes permit publication in some other manner.  Whenever posting may be used in lieu of 
publication in a newspaper, posting shall be as described as follows:  Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 985.02(2)(a), the notice may be posted on the Town Hall driveway posting board, located at 
W234N8676 Woodside Road, Lisbon, Wisconsin, and placed electronically on the Town’s official 
website, in lieu of posting in three locations.   
 

REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

1.15 R&R 02-17 2017-02-28 
1.10(d) R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 
1.11 R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 

 



CHAPTER 2 
TOWN GOVERNMENT 

 
2.01 POWERS OF TOWN BOARD.  
Pursuant to resolution of the town heretofore adopted and the provisions of Section 60.18 (12) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, the Town Board shall exercise all powers relating to villages and conferred on village 
boards by Chapter 61 of the Wisconsin Statutes, except such power, the exercise of which would conflict with 
the statutes relating to towns and town boards. 
2.02 TOWN BOARD MEETINGS. 
Regular meetings of the Town Board shall be held on the second and fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Town Hall, until changed by the Town Board. 
Special meetings of the Town Board may be held at any time upon call of the Chairperson or any two 
members of the Town Board. Each member of the Town Board shall be given at least three (3) days notice of 
any special meeting by the Town Clerk, except that no notice thereof shall be required when all members of 
the Town Board are present at the meeting. 
2.03 VOTER REGISTRATION. 

(a) The Town of Lisbon hereby requires registration of voters pursuant to Section 6.27 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

(b) The Town Clerk shall have control of elector registration within the town and shall prepare, 
continue and revise the registry, and is required to  proceed with the registration of voters, all in 
the manner provided by law. 

(c) No elector of the Town of Lisbon shall be permitted to vote unless registered in the manner 
provided by law except as provided in Section 6.55 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(d) The Town Clerk is directed to certify to the County Clerk and to the Secretary of State that 
registration has been established in the Town of Lisbon as provided in Section 6.27 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

2.04 PLAN COMMISSION. 
 (a) Creation. 

A Town Plan Commission is hereby established, to consist of the Town Chairperson, who shall be 
its presiding officer, a Town Supervisor and three (3) citizens, and until such time as the town has 
a Town Engineer or a park board, two (2) additional citizen members so that the board has at all 
times seven (7) members. Citizen members shall be persons of recognized experience and 
qualifications. They shall receive compensation for services on the commission as the Town Board 
may determine. The Town Supervisor member of the commission shall be elected by the Town 
Board upon the creation of the commission and during each April thereafter. The three (3) citizen 
members shall be appointed by the Town Chairperson, upon the creation of the commission, to 
hold office for a period ending 1, 2 and 3 years, respectively, from the succeeding first day of May 
and thereafter annually during April, on such member shall be appointed for a term of three (3) 
years. The additional citizen members, if any shall be appointed to hold office for a period ending 
one year from the succeeding first day of May, and therefore annually during the month of April, 
on such member shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years.  The additional citizen 
members, if any shall be appointed to hold office for the period ending one (1) year from the 
succeeding first day of May, and therefore annually during the month of April.  All appointments 
of the Town Chairperson of citizen members to the Town Plan Commission shall be approved by 
the Town Board. When a park board is created, or a Town Engineer appointed, the president of 
such board or such engineer shall succeed to a place on the commission when the term of an 
additional citizen member shall expire. 
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 (b) Expenses. 
The Plan Commission shall have power and authority to employ experts and a staff, and to pay 
their wages and such other expenses as may be necessary and proper, not exceeding, in all, 
the appropriation that may be made for such commission by the Town Board, or placed at its 
disposal through gift, and subject to any ordinance or resolution enacted by the Town Board. 

 (c) Rules of Procedure. 
The Plan Commission may adopt rules for the transaction of business and shall keep a record of 
its resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations, which shall be a public record. 

 (d) Master Plan. 
It shall be a function and duty of the Plan Commission to make and adopt a master plan and 
from time to time amend, extend or add to the master plan as provided in Section 62.23, 
subsection (3), of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
(1) Plan Adoption. 

The plan entitled “A Comprehensive Development Plan for the Town of Lisbon  - 2035”, 
and all attachments thereto, as attached to this Ordinance is hereby adopted. 

(2) Distribution of the Adopted Plan. 
The Town Clerk shall forward a copy of the adopted comprehensive development plan to 
all of the following entities: 
a. Every Governmental body that is located in whole or in part within the 

boundaries of the Town of Lisbon; 
b. The Clerk of every local government unit that is adjacent to the Town of Lisbon; 
c. The Wisconsin Land Council; 
d. The State of Wisconsin Department of Administration; 
e. The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission; and  
f. The public libraries that serve the Town of Lisbon. 

(3) Repeal of Master Land Use Plan. 
The plan entitled “Town of Lisbon Land Use Plan” with a date of 2004, including all 
revisions and amendments adopted from time to time regarding such plan, is hereby 
repealed in its entirety. 

(4) Severability. 
The several sections of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any section or 
portion thereof shall be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
unlawful or unenforceable, such decision shall apply only to the specific section or 
portion thereof directly specified in the decision, and shall not affect the validity of any 
other provisions, sections or portions thereof of the Ordinance.  The remainder of the 
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  Any other Ordinances whose terms are 
in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to those terms that 
conflict. 
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 (e) Miscellaneous Powers. 
The Plan Commission may make reports and recommendations relating to the plan and 
development of the town to public officials and agencies, public utility companies, civic, 
educational, professional and other organizations, and citizens. It may recommend to the Town 
Board, programs for public improvements and the financing thereof. All public officials shall, 
upon request, furnish to the commission, within a reasonable time, such available information 
as it may require for its work. The commission, its members and employees, in the performance 
of its functions, may enter upon any land, make examinations and surveys, and place and 
maintain necessary monuments and marks thereon. In general, the commission shall have such 
powers as may be necessary to enable it to perform its functions and promote municipal 
planning. 

 (f) Matters Referred to Commission. 
The Town Board shall refer to the Plan Commission for its consideration and report before a 
final action is taken by it the following matters: 

  (1) The location and architectural design of any public building;  
  (2) The location of any statue or other memorial; 

(3) The location, acceptance, extension, alteration, vacation, abandonment, change of use, 
sale, acquisition of land for or lease of land for any street, alley, or other public way, 
park, playground, airport, area for parking vehicles, or other memorial or public 
grounds; 

(4) The location, extension, abandonment or authorization for any public utility whether 
publicly or privately owned; 

(5) All plats of land in the town or within the territory over which the town is given platting 
jurisdiction by Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin Statutes;      

(6) The location, character and extent or acquisition, leasing or sale of lands for public and 
semi-public housing, slum clearance, relief or congestion, or vacation camps for 
children; 

(7) All matters required to be referred to the Plan Commission as provided in Section 62.23 
of the Wisconsin Statutes and all other matters required to be referred to the Town Plan 
Commission by any other statute of the State of Wisconsin or by any ordinance of the 
Town of Lisbon; 

(8) All applications for change in the zoning of lands located in the Town of Lisbon as may 
be determined by the zoning ordinance of the town and Town all matters required to be 
referred to the Town Plan Commission pursuant to any zoning ordinances of the town; 

(9) All matters to be referred to the Town Plan Commission by any other ordinances of the 
Town of Lisbon. 

Unless such report is made within thirty (30) days, or such longer period as may be stipulated 
by the Town Board, the Town Board may take final action without it. 
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2.05 CIVIL DEFENSE. 
 (a) Policy and Purpose. 

Civil Defense shall mean the preparation for and the carrying out of all emergency functions, 
other than functions for which the military forces are primarily responsible, to minimize and 
repair injury and damage resulting from disaster caused by enemy attack, sabotage, or other 
hostile action, or by fire, flood, or other natural causes. 
By reason of the increasing possibility of disasters of unprecedented size and destructiveness, 
and to insure that preparations will be adequate to cope with such disasters, and to provide for 
the common defense, to protect the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare, and to 
preserve the lives and property of the people, it is hereby declared necessary: 
(1) To establish a local civil defense organization; 
(2) To provide for the exercise of necessary powers during civil defense emergencies; 
(3) To provide for the rendering of cooperation and mutual aid between the Town of Lisbon 

and other political subdivisions. 
It is further declared to be the purpose of this section and the policy of the Town of Lisbon that 
all civil defense functions of the town be coordinated to the maximum extent practicable with 
existing services and facilities of the town and with comparable functions of the federal, state, 
and county government and other political subdivisions, and of various private agencies to the 
end that the most effective preparation and use may be of manpower, resources, and facilities 
for dealing with any disaster that may occur. 

(b) Civil Defense Commission. 
There is hereby created a Civil Defense Commission composed of the Chairperson of the Town 
Board and as many additional members as may be determined by the Town Board by resolution 
who shall be appointed by the Town Chairperson subject to the confirmation of the Town Board 
and who shall serve without compensation. The Town Chairperson shall serve as Chairperson of 
the commission and the Civil Defense Director shall serve as secretary of the commission. 
The Civil Defense Commission shall be an advisory and planning group and shall advise the 
Town Chairperson, Director, and the Town Board on all matters pertaining to civil defense. The 
Civil Defense Commission shall meet upon the call of the Chairperson. 

 (c) Civil Defense Director. 

The office of Director of Civil Defense is hereby created. The director shall be appointed by the 
Town Chairperson subject to confirmation by the Town Board and shall receive such salary as 
may be authorized by the Town Board.  He shall take and file an official oath. 
Deputy and assistant directors may be appointed by the director subject to the approval of the 
Civil Defense Commission as may be deemed necessary and such appointees shall receive such 
compensation as may be determined by the Town Board. 
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(d) Duties and Authority of Director. 

The director shall be the executive head of the civil defense organization and shall have direct 
responsibility for the organization, administration, and operation of the civil defense 
organization subject to the direction and control of the Town Chairperson and the Town Board. 
He shall coordinate all activities for civil defense within the town and shall maintain liaison and 
cooperate with civil defense agencies and organizations of other political subdivisions and of the 
state and federal government, and shall participate in county and state civil defense activities 
upon request, and shall have such additional authority, duties, and responsibilities as are 
authorized by this ordinance and as may from time to time be required by the Town Board. 

The director shall prepare a comprehensive general plan for the civil defense of the town and 
shall present such plan to the Town Board for its approval. When the Town Board has approved 
the plan by resolution, it shall be the duty of all municipal agencies and all civil defense forces 
of the town to perform the duties and functions assigned by the plan as approved. The plan 
may be modified in like manner. 

 (e) Utilization of Existing Services and Facilities.   
In preparing and executing the civil defense plan, the director shall utilize the services, 
equipment, supplies and facilities of the existing departments and agencies of the town to the 
maximum extent practicable; and the officers and personnel of all such departments and 
agencies are directed to cooperate with and extend such services and facilities to the director. 

(f) Emergency Regulations.  
Whenever necessary to meet a civil defense emergency for which adequate regulations have 
not been adopted by the Town Board, the Town Chairperson, and in his absence the Director of 
Civil Defense, may by proclamation promulgate and enforce such orders, rules and regulations 
relating to the conduct of persons and the use of property as shall be necessary to protect the 
public peace, health, and safety, and preserve lives and property and to insure the cooperation 
necessary in civil defense activities. Such proclamations shall be posted in three public places in 
the Town of Lisbon and may be rescinded by the town Board by resolution at any time. 

 (g) Mutual Aid Agreements.  
The Director of Civil Defense may, subject to the approval of the Town Board, enter into mutual 
aid agreements with other political subdivisions. Copies of such agreements shall be filed with 
the state Director of Civil Defense.  

 (h) Declaration of Emergencies.  

Upon the declaration by the Governor, by the Town Chairperson, or the Civil Defense Director in 
the absence of the Town Chairperson, or by the Town Board of a state of emergency, the 
Director of Civil Defense shall issue all necessary proclamations as to the existence of such state 
of emergency and shall issue such disaster warnings or alerts as shall be required in the civil 
defense plan. The civil defense organization shall take action in accordance with the civil 
defense plan only after the declaration of an emergency and the issuance of official disaster 
warnings. Such state of emergency shall continue until terminated by the issuing authority, 
provided that any such declaration not issued by the Governor may be terminated at the 
discretion of the Town Board. 
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2.06 POLLING PLACES. 
(a) The Town of Lisbon is divided into three polling places described and designated as follows: 

 
• Town Hall, W234N8676 Woodside Road, is designated as the polling place for wards 1 and 6. 

 
• Redeemer United Church of Christ, W220N4915 Town Line Road, is designated as the polling 

place for wards 2 and 3. 
 

• Richard Jung Memorial Fire Station, N54W26455 Lisbon Road, is designated as the polling 
place for wards 4 and 5. 

 
2.07 TOWN TREASURER EXEMPTION TO GIVE BOND TO THE COUNTY TREASURER. 
The Town of Lisbon obligates itself to pay, in case the Town Treasurer fails so to do, all taxes of any kind 
required by law to be paid by such Treasurer to the Waukesha County Treasurer as provided in Section 70.67 
(2), Wisconsin Statutes.   
2.08 ELECTION OF SUPERVISORS.  

(a) Commencing with the spring election of 1983, Supervisors designated as Supervisor 1 and 3 
shall be elected for a term of one year and commencing with the spring election of 1984 shall 
be elected for a term of two years. 

(b) Commencing with the spring election of 1983, Supervisors designated as Supervisors 2 and 4 
and the Chairperson of the Town of Lisbon shall be elected for a term of two years and shall 
thereafter be elected for a term of two years. 

(c) The terms of elected town officers which shall expire after 11:59 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of 
April in either April 2012 or April 2013 shall be extended until the 3rd Tuesday of April in the 
same year in which the terms would otherwise have expired. 

 
2.10 MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION OF TOWN RECORDS. 
  (a) Definitions.   

(1) “Authority” means any of the town entities having custody of a town record:  an office, 
elected official, agency, board, commission, committee, town board, department or 
public body corporate and politic created by constitution law, ordinance, rule or order; or 
a formally constituted sub-unit of the foregoing. 

(2) “Custodian” means that officer, department head, division head, or employee of the 
town designated under subsection (3) or otherwise responsible by law to keep and 
preserve any town records or file, deposit or keep such records in his or her office, or is 
lawfully in possession or entitled to possession of such public records and who is 
required by this section to respond to requests for access to such records. 

(3) “Record” means any material on which written, drawn, printed, spoken, visual or 
electromagnetic information is recorded or preserved, regardless of physical form or 
characteristics, which has been created or is being kept by any authority. “Record” 
includes, but is not limited to, hand-written, typed or printed pages, maps, charts, 
photographs, films, recording, tapes (including computer tapes), and computer 
printouts. “Record” does not include drafts, notes, preliminary computations and like 
materials prepared for the originator’s personal use or prepared by the originator in the 
name of a person for whom the originator is working; materials which are purely the 
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personal property of the custodian and have no relation to his or her office; materials to 
which access is limited by copyright, patent or bequest; and published materials in the 
possession of an authority other than a public library which are available for sale, or 
which are available for inspection at a public library. 

(b) Duty to Maintain Records.                     
(1) Except as provided under subsection (7), each officer and employee of the town shall 

safely keep and preserve all records received from his or her predecessor or other 
persons and required by law to be filed, deposited or kept in his or her office or which 
are in the lawful possession or control of the officer or employee or his or her deputies, 
or to the possession or control of which he or she or they have been lawfully entitled as 
such officers or employees. 

(2) Upon the expiration of an officer’s term of office or an employee’s term of employment, 
or whenever the office or position of employment becomes vacant, each such officer or 
employee shall deliver to his or her successor all records then is his or her custody and 
the successors shall receipt therefore to the officer or employee, who shall file said 
receipt with the Town Clerk. If a vacancy occurs before a successor is selected or 
qualified, such records shall be delivered to and receipted for by the Town Clerk, on 
behalf of the successor, to be delivered to such successor upon the latter’s receipt. 

(c) Legal Custodian(s). 
(1) Each elected official is the legal custodian of his or her records and the records of his or 

her office, but the official may designate an employee of his or her staff to act as the 
legal custodian. 

(2) Unless otherwise prohibited by law, the Town Clerk or the Town Clerk’s designee shall 
act as legal custodian for the Town Board and for any committees, commissions, boards, 
or other authorities created by ordinance or resolution of the Town Board. This shall not 
include the records of Building Inspection Department whose custody is in the Building 
Inspector; the Plumbing Inspection Department whose custody is in the Plumbing 
Inspector; the Electrical Inspection Department whose custody is in the Electrical 
Inspector; the Town Police Department whose custody is in the Town Police Chief; the 
Town Assessment Department whose custody is in the Town Assessor; and the Town 
Treasury Department whose custody is in the Town Treasurer; and the Town Fire 
Department whose custody is in the Fire Chief. 

(3) For every authority not specified in paragraph (a) or (b), the authority’s chief 
administrative officer is the legal custodian for the authority, but the officer may 
designate an employee of his or her staff to act as a legal custodian. 

(4) Each legal custodian shall name a person to act as legal custodian in his or her absence 
or in the absence of his or her designee. 

(5) The legal custodian shall have full legal power to render decisions and to carry out the 
duties of an authority under Subchapter II of Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes and this 
section. This designation of a legal custodian does not affect the powers and duties of 
an authority under this section. 
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(d) Public Access to Records. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (6), any person has a right to inspect a record and to 

make or receive a copy of any record as provided in Section 19.35(1), Wisconsin 
Statutes. 

(2) Records will be available for inspection and copy during all regular office hours. 
(3) If regular office hours are not maintained at the location where records are kept the 

records will be available for inspection and copying upon at least 48 hours advance 
notice of intent to inspect or copy. 

(4) A requester shall be permitted to use facilities comparable to those available to the town 
employees to inspect, copy or abstract a record. 

(5) The legal custodian may require supervision during inspection or may impost other 
reasonable restrictions on the manner of access to any original record if the record is 
irreplaceable or easily damaged. 

(6) A requester shall be charged a fee to defray the cost of locating and copying records as 
follows.  Fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time. 
A. The cost of has been calculated not to exceed the actual, necessary and direct 

cost of reproduction. 
B. If the form of a written record does not permit copying, the actual and necessary 

cost of photographing and photographic processing shall be charged. 
C. The actual full cost of providing a copy of other records not in printed form on 

paper, such as films, computer printouts and audio or video tapes, shall be 
charged. 

D. If mailing or shipping is necessary, the actual cost thereof shall also be charged. 
E. There shall be no charge for locating a record unless the actual cost thereof 

exceeds $50, in which case the actual cost will be determined by the legal 
custodian and billed to the requester. 

F. The legal custodian shall estimate the cost of all applicable fees and may require 
a cash deposit adequate to assure payment, if such estimate exceeds $5. 

G. Elected and appointed officials of the Town of Lisbon shall not be required to pay 
for public records they may reasonably require for the proper performance of 
their official duties. 

H. The legal custodian may provide copies of a record without charge or at a 
reduced charge where he or she determines that waiver or reduction of the fee 
is in the public interest.   

(7)   Pursuant to Section 19.34, Wisconsin Statutes, and the guidelines therein listed, each 
authority shall adopt, prominently display and  make available for inspection and 
copying at his office, for the     guidance of the public, a notice containing a description 
of its organization and the established time and place at which, the legal custodian from 
whom, and the methods whereby, the public may obtain information and access to 
records in its custody, make requests for records, or obtain copies of records, and the 
costs thereof. Each authority shall also prominently display at this office for the guidance 
of the public, a copy of this section. 
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(e) Access Procedures. 
(1) A request to inspect or copy a record shall be made to the legal custodian. A request 

shall be deemed sufficient if it reasonably describes the requested record or the 
information requested. However, a request for a record without a reasonable limitation 
as to subject matter or length of time represented by the record does not constitute a 
sufficient request. A request may be made orally, but a request must be in writing 
before an action to enforce the request is commenced under Section 19.37, Wisconsin 
Statutes. Except as provided below, no request may be refused because the person 
making the request is unwilling to be identified or to state the purpose of the request. 
No request may be refused because the request is received by mail unless prepayment 
of a fee is required under subsection (4)(f)(6). A requester may be required to show 
acceptable identification whenever the requested record is kept at a private residence or 
whenever security reasons or federal law or regulations so require. 

(2) Each custodian, upon request for any record, shall, as soon as practical and without 
delay, either fill the request or notify the requester of the authority’s determination to 
deny the request in whole or in part and the reason therefore. If the legal custodian, 
after conferring with the Town Attorney, determines that a written request is so general 
as to be unduly time consuming, the party making the request may first by required to 
itemize his or her request in a manner which would permit reasonable compliance. 

(3) A request for a record may be denied as provide in subsection (6). If a request is made 
orally, the request may be denied orally unless a demand for a written statement of the 
reasons denying the request is made by the requester within five business days of the 
oral denial. If a written request is denied in whole or in part, the requester shall receive 
a written statement of the reasons for denying the request. Every written denial of a 
request shall inform the requester that if the request for the record was made in writing, 
then the determination is subject to review upon petition for a writ of mandamus under 
Section 19.37 (1), Wisconsin Statutes, or upon application to the Attorney General or 
the District Attorney. 

(f) Limitations on Right to Access. 
(1)  As provided in Section 19.36, Wisconsin Statutes, the following records are exempt from 

inspection under this section: 
(A) Records specifically exempted from disclosure by a state or federal law or 

authorized to be exempted from disclosure by state law; 
(B) Any record relating to investigative information obtained for law enforcement 

purposes if federal law or regulations require exemption from disclosure or if 
exemption from disclosure is a condition to receipt of aids by the state; 

(C) Computer programs, although the material used as input for a computer 
program or the material produced as a product of the computer program is 
subject to inspection; and 

(D) A record or any portion of a record containing information qualifying as a 
common law trade secret. 

(E) Employment records under Section 103.13, Wisconsin Statutes. 
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(2) In responding to a request for inspection or copying of a record which is not specifically 
exempt from disclosure, the legal custodian, after conferring with the Town Attorney, 
may deny the request, in whole or in part, only if he or she determines that the harm to 
the public interest in full access to the requested record. Examples of matters for which 
disclosure may be refused include, but are not limited to the following: 
(A) Records obtained under official pledges of confidentiality which were necessary 

and given in order to obtain the information contained in them. 
(B) Records of current deliberations after a quasi-judicial hearing. 
(C) Records of current deliberations concerning employment, dismissal, promotion, 

demotion, compensation, performance, or discipline of any town officer or 
employee, or the investigation of charges against any town officer or employee, 
unless such officer or employee consents to such disclosure. 

(D) Records of current deliberations or negotiations on the purchase of town 
property, investing of town funds, or other town business whenever competitive 
or bargaining reasons require nondisclosure. 

(E) Financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary date of specific 
persons which, if disclosed, would be likely to have a substantial diverse effect 
upon the reputation of any person referred to in such history or data. 

(F) Communications between legal counsel for the town and any officer, agent or 
employee of the town, when advice is being rendered concerning strategy with 
respect to current litigation in which the town or any of its officers, agent or 
employees is or is likely to become involved, or communications which are 
privileged under Section 905.03, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(G) Records concerning current strategy for crime detection or prevention.  Among, 
but not limited to, the reasons for denying all or parts of police records are the 
following: 

 (1) This portions contains confidential information furnished only by a 
confidential source who has requested anonymity as a condition of 
relaying this information. 

 (2) This portion would identify a confidential source and this would 
jeopardize a criminal investigation. 

 (3) This portion would identify a confidential source and this would endanger 
the life or physical safety of this source. 

 (4) This portion would disclose the contents of a communication between 
executive personnel on matters of policy, the disclosure of which would 
inhibit the frank and full discussion of matters necessary to set policy. 

 (5) This portion would jeopardize an ongoing criminal investigation in that it 
would disclose evidence. 

 (6) This portion will impair the ability of the investigating officers to function 
effectively in that it will disclose techniques used in investigations. 

    (7) This portion names law enforcement personnel. Disclosure will impair 
their effectiveness in their duties and subject them to harassment and 
personal injury. 
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(8) This portion identifies citizens. Disclosure may cause undue damage to the 
reputation of citizens in the community and violate the right to privacy under 
Section 895.50, Wisconsin Statutes.  

(9) This information is unsubstantiated; if released, it would unduly damage the 
reputation of the individual or individuals involved. 

(10) This portion identifies a person. Disclosure of such persons in this context would 
be likely to have a substantial adverse effect on their reputation. 

(11) This portion identifies a juvenile. Disclosure of such person is in violation of 
Section 48.396, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(12) This portion contains employee performance evaluation data.    
(13) This portion contains information not made public as part of a written public 

speech, presentation, or press release. 
(3) If a record contains information that may be made public and information that may not 

be made public, the custodian of the record shall provide the information that may be 
made public and delete the information that may not be made public from the record 
before release. The custodian shall confer with the Town Attorney prior to releasing any 
such record and shall follow the guidance of the Town Attorney when separating out the 
exempt material. If in the judgment of the custodian and the Town Attorney there is no 
feasible way to separate the exempt material from the nonexempt material without 
unreasonably jeopardizing nondisclosure of exempt material, the entire record shall be 
withheld from disclosure. 

(g) Retention of Public Records. 
(1) General Records Schedule Adopted.  The Town of Lisbon hereby adopts, by reference, 

the Wisconsin Municipal Records Schedule (hereinafter, “Records Schedule”), pertaining 
to the retention and destruction of public records, and approved by the State of 
Wisconsin Public Records Board (hereinafter, “Records Board”) on August 27, 2018. A 
copy of the Records Schedule will be kept on file in the Town Clerk’s office located at 
W234N8676 Woodside Road and made available for public viewing during regular office 
hours, Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.   

(2) Other Records. In the event the Town of Lisbon creates a record not contemplated by the 
Records Schedule, the Town may, subject to the Records Board’s prior approval, either 
adopt an applicable records retention schedule set forth by the Records Board, if available, 
or create its own retention schedule pertaining to the record. 

 
(3) Repeal.  All ordinances, or portions thereof, and resolutions, or portions thereof, in conflict 

with any portion of the Records Schedule are hereby repealed. Any approved Town 
retention schedule, or portion thereof, for any record not contemplated by the Records 
Schedule shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
(h) Preservation through Microfilm. 

Any town officer or the director of any department or division of the town government may, 
subject to the approval of the Town Board, keep and preserve public records in his or her 
possession by means of microfilm or other photographic reproduction method. Such records 
shall meet the standards for photographic reproduction set forth in Section 16.61 (7)(a) and 
(b), Wisconsin Statutes, and shall be considered original records for all purposes. Such records 
shall be preserved along with other files of the department or division and shall be open to 
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public inspection and copying according to the provisions of state law and subsections (4) 
through (6) of this section. 

(i) Notice of Procedure for Inspection of Town Records. 
The Town Clerk shall give public notice and prominently display and make available for 
inspection and copying at the Clerk’s office for the guidance of the public, a notice containing 
the description of its organization and the established time and places at which the legal 
custodians under Section 19.33, Wisconsin Statutes from whom and the methods whereby the 
public may obtain information and access to records in the custody of each legal custodian, 
make requests for records or obtain copies of records and the costs thereof. The notice shall be 
substantially in the following form: 

NOTICE RELATING TO INSPECTION OF TOWN RECORDS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all public records of the Town of Lisbon in my 
possession as Town Clerk shall be available to any interested person for 
inspection and for the purpose of obtaining copies at my office located in the 
Town Hall at W234N8676 Woodside Road, Sussex, Wisconsin, on Monday 
through Friday of each week between the hours 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any records of the Building Inspector, Plumbing 
Inspector, Electrical Inspector, Town Police Department, Town Assessor, Town 
Treasurer and Town Fire Department shall be available for inspection and 
copying upon 48 hours advance notice to the town official in charge of each such 
department. 
The time and place for inspection or copying of any town records of the Building 
Inspector, Plumbing Inspector, Electrical Inspector, Town Police Department, 
Town Assessor and Town Treasurer shall be determined by such officials and the 
applicant making the application for such inspection or copying of records. 
The right of inspection and copying of any records shall be subject to the 
provisions of the ordinance of the Town of Lisbon relating to such inspection and 
coping of records shall be posted by the Town Clerk adjacent to the notice with 
reference to the inspection and copying of such records.  

(j) Severability. 
The provisions of this section are severable if a section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the decision shall 
not affect the validity of this section. 

 
2.11 PARK COMMITTEE 
 
There is hereby created a Town Park Committee consisting of nine (9) members. The Town Chairperson shall 
nominate members of the Park Committee, whose appointments shall be confirmed by the Town Board.  
Appointments to the Park Committee shall be for a term of three (3) years, commencing as of the first day of 
July in the year in which the appointment to the Committee member is made. All appointments shall be made 
as of the expiration of the term of Committee members currently serving under prior Town ordinances creating 
the Town Park Commission.  All Committee members shall take and file an official oath with the Town Clerk.  
2.12 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

(a) Creation 
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A Town Public Safety Committee is hereby established and shall consist of no more than five 
members; a Town Supervisor, who shall be its presiding officer, and four citizen members.  The 
Town Supervisor member of the committee shall be elected by the Town Board upon the 
creation of the commission and during each April thereafter.  The Town Chairperson shall 
nominate members of the committee, whose appointments shall be confirmed by the Town 
Board.  Appointments to the committee shall be for a term of three years, commencing as of 
the first day of August in the year in which the appointment to the committee member is made.  
The initial terms of the members of the committee are one, 2 and 3 years, respectively, starting 
from the first day of the month next following the appointment. The first appointed shall be for 
a term of one (1) year, the next for two (2) years, and the next for three (3) years. Successors 
shall be appointed or elected at the expiration of each term and their term of office shall be 3 
years and until their successors are appointed or elected. 
All appointments shall be made as of the expiration of the term of committee members 
currently serving under prior Town ordinances creating the Public Safety Committee.  All 
committee members shall take and file an official oath with the Town Clerk.  All committee 
meetings shall be properly posted and notice given in accordance with state open meeting laws. 
Meetings shall be held on as-needed basis, and shall be held at the call of the committee 
chairperson.  

(b) Jurisdiction and duties.  

The committee shall ensure the enforcement of all traffic ordinances, human rights and 
protection of property and other miscellaneous regulatory ordinances and control as contained 
in the this Code or in state statutes. The committee shall be charged with the responsibility to 
submit recommendations to the Town Board regarding the enhancement and promotion of 
safety and well-being within the community. The committee may, from time to time, address 
other public safety issues brought to its attention that may not be so addressed in this Code or 
in state statutes. In this event, the committee shall submit recommendations to the Town Board 
for the enhancement of public safety affairs in the Town.  
 
 
 

2.13 BOARD OF POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
(a) Police and Fire Commissioners: 

There is hereby created a Board of Police and Fire Commissioners consisting of five (5) citizens, 
three (3) of whom shall constitute a quorum. The Town Board shall, upon adoption of this 
ordinance, appoint, in writing, five (5) Commissioners to varying terms, with the term of the 
first commissioner expiring on April 30, 1998, and the term of the remaining Commissioners 
terminating on the same date in successive years so that not more than one (1) Commissioner’s 
term will terminate in any given year. Thereafter, the Town Board shall annually, between the 
last Monday of April and first Monday of May, appoint, in writing, to be filed with the secretary 
of the Board, one (1) member of a term of five (5) years. No appointment shall be made which 
will result in more than three (3) members of the Board belonging to the same political party. 
The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings. All Commissioners shall be residents of the 
Town of Lisbon. No Member of the Board of Police and Fire Commissioners shall be an active 
member of either the Police Department or Fire Department. 

(b) Definitions:  
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The following terms shall have the following meanings within the context of this Ordinance. 
(1) “Board shall mean the Board of Police and Fire Commissioners of the Town of Lisbon. 
(2) “Chiefs” shall refer to the Chief of Police and Fire Chief of the Town of Lisbon 
(3) “Member” refers to all positions within the Fire and Police Departments of the Town of 

Lisbon, including Chiefs who are under the jurisdiction of the Board. 
(4) “Subordinate” shall refer to all officers and full-time members of the Fire Department 

and all members of the Police Department, other than Chiefs and paid on-call volunteers 
of the Fire Department, who are under the jurisdiction of the Board. 

 (c) Chiefs: 
The Board shall appoint the Chief of Police and Chief of the Fire Department, who shall hold 
their offices during good behavior, subject to suspension or removal by the Board for just 
cause. 

(d) Subordinates: 
(1) The Chiefs shall appoint subordinates subject to approval by the Board. Such 

appointments shall be made by promotion when this can be done with advantage, 
otherwise from an eligible list provided by examination and approval by the Board and 
kept on file with the Clerk. The eligibility list shall be limited to individuals seeking full-
time employment with the Police Department or Fire Department. 

 (2) Any person desiring to be a full-time member of the Fire Department or Police 
Department may file an application for membership with the Chief in such form as the 
Board may require, from time-to time. Each applicant, who must be at least Eighteen 
(18) years of age, must comply with all physical fitness requirements established by the 
Board. The application, if approved by the Chief, shall be presented to the Board for 
confirmation. 

(3) Any person who, on the effective date of the Ordinance, has served as a Town Police 
Officer, whether full-time of part-time, or as a Town Fire Department member, whether 
full-time, part-time, or as a volunteer, and who has performed the services by virtue of 
regular assignment therefore under the orders and supervision of the Chief of Police or 
Chief of Fire Department of said Town, as the case may be, and receiving his or her 
salary on the regular official payroll of said Police Department or Fire Department, 
although not regularly appointed from an eligible list, shall be deemed to have been 
regularly appointed, as of the time of the commencement of his or her service. 

(4) For the choosing of such list the Board shall adopt, and may repeal or modify, rules 
calculated to secure the best service in the department. These rules shall provide for 
examination of physical and educational qualifications and experience, and may provide 
such competitive examinations as the Board shall determine, and for the classification of 
positions with special examination for each class. The Board shall print and distribute the 
rules and all changes in them, at Town expense. 

(5) The examination shall be free for all U.S. citizens over 18 and under 55 years of age, 
with proper limitations as to residence, health and subject to Wis. Stat. §§ 111.321, 
111.322 and 111.335, arrest and conviction record. The examination, including 
minimum training and experience requirements, shall be job-related in compliance with 
appropriate validation standards, and shall be subject to the approval of the Board and 
may include tests of manual skill and physical strength. All relevant experience, whether 
paid or unpaid, shall satisfy experience requirements. The Board shall control 
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examinations and may designate and change examiners, who may or may no be 
otherwise in the official service of the Town, and whose compensations shall be fixed by 
the Board and paid by the Town. Veterans shall be given preference points in 
accordance with Wis. Stat. § 230.16(7). 

(e) Disciplinary Actions Against Subordinates: 
(1) A subordinate may be suspended as hereinafter provided as a penalty. He may also be 

suspended by the Commission pending the disposition of charges filed against him. 
(2) Charges may be filed against a subordinate by the Chief, by a member of the Board, by 

the Board as a body, or by an aggrieved person. Such charges shall be in writing and 
shall be filed with the President of the Board.  Pending disposition of such charges, the 
Board and chief may suspend such subordinates. 

(3) A subordinate may be suspended for just cause, as described in paragraph (5)(e), by 
the Chief or the Board as a penalty. The Chief shall file a report of such suspension with 
the Commission immediately upon issuing the suspension. No hearing on such 
suspension shall be held unless requested by the suspended subordinate. If the 
subordinate suspended by the Chief requests a hearing before the Board, the Chief shall 
be required to file charges with the Board upon which such suspension was based. 

(4) Following the filing of charges in this case, a copy thereof shall be served upon the 
person charges. The Board shall set a date for hearing not less than ten (10) days, nor 
more than thirty (30) days, following service of charges. The hearing on the charges 
shall be public, and both the accused and the complainant may be represented by an 
attorney and may compel the attendance of witnesses by subpoenas which shall be 
issued by the president of the Board on request and be served as are subpoenas under 
Wis. Stat. Ch. 885. 

 
 
 
 
 
(5) No subordinate may be suspended, reduced in rank, suspended and reduced in rank, or 

removed by the Board under paragraph(c), based on charges(s) filed by the Board, 
members of the Board, an aggrieved person or the Chief under paragraph (b), unless 
the Board determine whether there is just cause, as described in this paragraph, to 
sustain the charge. In making its determination, the Board shall apply the following 
standards, to the extent applicable: 
A. Whether the subordinate could reasonably be expected to have had knowledge 

of the probable consequences of the alleged conduct. 
B. Whether the rule or order that the subordinate allegedly violated is reasonable 
C. Whether the Chief, before filing the charge against the subordinate, made a 

reasonable effort to discovery; whether the subordinate did in fact violate a rule 
or order. 

D. Whether the effort described under paragraph (c) was fair and objective 
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E. Whether the chief discovered substantial evidence that the subordinate violated 
the role or order as described in the charges filed against the subordinate. 

F. Whether the Chief is applying the rule or order or order fairly and without 
discrimination against the subordinate. 

G. Whether the proposed discipline reasonably relates to the seriousness of the 
alleged violation and to the subordinate’s record of service with the Chief’s 
department. 

(6) Findings and determinations hereunder, and orders of suspension, reduction, suspension 
and reduction, or removal, shall be in writing and if they follow a hearing, shall be filed 
within three (3) days thereof with the Secretary of the Board. 

(7) Further rules for the administration of this subsection may be made by the Board. 
(8) No person shall be deprived of compensation while suspended pending disposition of 

charges. 
(9) Any person suspended, reduced, suspended and reduced, or removed by the Board, 

may appeal from the order of the Board to the circuit court by serving written notice 
thereof on the Secretary of the Board within ten (10) days after the order is filed. Within 
five (5) days thereafter, the Board shall certify to the clerk of the circuit court the record 
of the proceedings, including all documents, testimony, and minutes. Thereafter, the 
procedures set forth in Wis. Stat. § 62.13(5i) shall govern the disposition of such an 
appeal. 

(f)  Dismissals and Re-employment: 
(1) When it becomes necessary, because of need for economy, lack of work or funds, or for 

other just causes to reduce the number of subordinates, the emergency, special, 
temporary, part-time, or provisional subordinates, if any, shall be dismissed first, and 
thereafter subordinates shall be dismissed in order of shortest length of service in the 
department, provided that in cities where a record of service rating has been established 
prior to January 1, 1933, for the said subordinates, the emergency, special, temporary, 
part-time provisional subordinates, if any, shall be  dismissed first, and thereafter 
subordinates shall be dismissed in the order of the least efficient as shown by the said 
service rating. 

(2) When it becomes necessary for such reasons to reduce the number of subordinates in 
the higher positions or offices, or to abolish any higher positions or offices in the 
department, the subordinate or subordinates affected thereby shall be placed in a 
position or office in the department less responsible according to his efficiency and 
length of service in the department. 

(3) The name of a subordinate dismissed for any cause set forth in this section shall be left 
on an eligible re-employment list for a period of two (2) years after date of dismissal. If 
any vacancy occurs, or if the number of subordinates is increased in the department, 
such vacancy or new positions shall be filled by persons on such list in the inverse order 
of the dismissal of such persons. 

(g) Compensation: 
The salaries of the Chiefs and subordinates shall be fixed by the Town Board. Such salaries, 
when so fixed, may be increased, but not decreased, by the Town Board without a previous 
recommendation by the Board. The Town Board may provide that the salaries shall be 
increased with length of service. 
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(h) Board Procedures: 
(1) In May of each year, the Board shall elect from its members, a President, Vice-President 

and Secretary. Upon motion of any Board member, the vote of the Board shall be by 
secret ballot. 

(2) Board officers shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 
A. President. The President shall: 

1. Preside over all meetings and hearings, and ensure their orderly conduct; 
2. Accept filing of written charges against Chiefs and subordinates; 
3. Issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses at hearings pursuant to 

Wis. Stat., § 62.13(5)(d); 
4. Administer oaths to witnesses appearing before the Board; 
5. Formally ready the charge(s) to the accused at any hearing, including the 

provisions alleged to have been violated; 
6. Ask questions, and control questions, asked by other Board members 

during any hearing; 
7. Ensure standards for procedural due process are afforded the accused at 

any hearing; and 
8. Adjourn Board proceedings. 

B. Vice President. The Vice-President shall act in the capacity of President whenever 
the President is unavailable to act for any reason. 

C. Secretary. The Secretary shall: 
1. Conduct all correspondence of the Board, send all notices required by 

law, ordinance, or these rules or as otherwise requested by the Board;  
2. Cause to be published such official notices as are required; 
3. Attend and keep a record of all Board proceedings, including the 

preservation of testimony and any evidence received by the Board at any 
hearings in a permanent record, and to certify such record to the circuit 
court when required by law; 

4. Maintain the minutes of each meeting and hearing, with said minutes 
being signed by the Secretary and President, upon approval by the 
Board; 

5. Provide copies of all Board minutes to each Board member as soon as 
possible, and file a copy of said minutes with the Town Clerk; 

6. Accept filing of all appointments under Wis. Stat. §62.13(1); and 
7. Accept for filing all findings and determinations of the Board relative to 

disciplinary actions and Board orders, all of which shall be filed within 
three (3) days of their Adoption pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 62.13(5)(f). 

(3) Except as otherwise provided by the Wisconsin Statutes or Ordinance, The Boards’ rules 
and regulations shall be prescribed, amended, or repealed by a majority vote of the 
Board members present. Any such Board rule or regulation adopted by the Board shall 
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govern the Activities of the Board until such rule or regulation have been amended or 
repealed as provided herein. 

(i) By-Laws:  
The Board of Police and Fire Commissioners shall adopt by-laws governing its operation and 
procedure, which by-laws shall be filed with, and approved by the Town Board. Any 
amendments to the by-laws shall similarly be filed with, and approved by the Town Board. 
(2/1/99) 

2.14 COMPOSTION OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES OF THE TOWN OF LISBON 
(a) Policy and purpose.  

The Town of Lisbon has created four committees to oversee, review and provide direction to 
various Town operations. These committees are: Park Committee; Management Committee; 
Public Safety Committee; and Municipal Compost Committee.  The policy of the Town of Lisbon 
is that all of these committees have a similar structure and method of operation. 

 (b) Committee Structure.  
Committees shall have no less than three (3), nor no more than nine (9) members, as 
determined by the town Board from time to time. Members shall be appointed by the Town 
Chairperson subject to confirmation of the Town Board and shall serve without compensation. 
At least one committee member shall be a Town Board Supervisor or Town Chairperson. 
Committee members shall serve three (3) year staggered terms, except for Town Board 
members who serve at the discretion of the Town Board Chairperson. 

(c) Committee Operation. 
Committee will operate under Roberts Rules of Order, and elect a Chairperson from amongst 
their members. A secretary shall be elected from the committee who shall be responsible for 
taking minutes of the meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 

(d) Removal, Vacancy.   
Except for the town Board representative, committee members with two (2) or more unexcused 
absences within a twelve (12) month period shall be asked to resign and may be removed by 
the Town Board at the request of the Town Chairperson. The committee Chairperson shall 
notify the Town Clerk of a vacancy on the committee along with special qualifications for the 
position, if any. The Clerk shall notify the Town Chairperson and, if necessary, advertise in the 
Town’s official newspaper to solicit Town residents interested in serving. 

2.15 HUMANE OFFICER 
Except as specifically provided in this chapter, the statutory provisions in Chapter 173, Wisconsin 
Statutes, are hereby adopted and by reference made a part of this chapter as if fully set forth herein. 
Any future amendments, revisions, or modifications of the statutory regulation in Chapter 173, 
Wisconsin Statutes, are incorporated herein and intended to be made a part of this chapter. 
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2.16 TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 (a) Office of Town Administrator. 

In order to provide the Town of Lisbon with more efficient, effective, and responsible 
government under the system of a part-time Chairperson and part-time Supervisors at a time 
when Town government is becoming increasingly complex and expensive, there is herby 
created with Office of town Administrator for the Town of Lisbon, (hereinafter referred to as 
Administrator). 

(b) Appointment and Term of Office. 
The Town administrator shall be appointed as provided in Section 60.37(3) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, on the basis of merit with due regard to training, experience, administrative ability and 
general fitness for the office by majority vote of the Town Board. The Administrator shall hold 
office for a term to be determined by the Town Board.  The Town Board may extend the 
Administrator’s contract from time to time. 

(c) Functions and Duties of the Administrator.  
The Administrator, subject to limitations defined in resolutions and ordinances of the Town of 
Lisbon and Wisconsin Statutes shall be the chief administrative officer to the Town responsible 
to the Town Board for the proper administration of the business and affairs of the Town.  The 
Administrator shall have power and duties as follows: 
(1) Carry out all directives of the Town Board which require administrative implementation, 

report promptly to the Town Chairperson and Town Board any difficulties encountered 
therein. 

(2) Be responsible for the administration of all day to day operations of the town 
government, including an awareness of enforcement of all Town Ordinances and State 
Statutes. 

(3) Establish, when necessary, administrative procedures to increase the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the Town Government according to current practices of local government 
not inconsistent with Town Board directives. 

(4) Keep informed concerning current county, state and federal legislation and 
administrative rules affecting the Town and submit appropriate reports and 
recommendations to the Town Board. 

(5) Keep informed concerning availability of county, state and federal funds for local 
programs. Assist department heads and the Town Board in obtaining these funds under 
the direction of the Town Board 

(6) Represent the Town in matters involving legislation and intergovernmental affairs as 
authorized and directed. 

(7) Act as public information officer for the town with the responsibility of assuring that the 
news media are kept informed about the operation of the Town and that the open 
meeting regulations are followed. 

(8) Establish and maintain procedures to facilitate the communication between citizens and 
Town government to assure complaints, grievances, recommendations and other 
matters receive prompt attention by a responsible official and to assure that all such 
matters are expeditiously resolved. 

(9) Maintain a system whereby persons having business with the Town Board or any Town 
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department may properly and efficiently conduct such business. 
(10) Administer the maintenance of all Town property, including buildings, land, equipment 

and the construction or improvements undertaken either directly or indirectly by the 
Town. 

(11) Attend all meetings of the Town Board, assisting the Chairperson and the Supervisors as 
required in the performance of their duties. 

(12) In coordination with the Chairperson cause to be prepared the agenda for all meetings 
of the Town Board, together with such supporting material as may be required, with 
nothing herein being so construed as to give the administrator authority to limit or in 
any way prevent matters from being considered by the Town Board. 

(13) Assist in preparation of ordinances and resolutions as requested by Supervisors. 
(14) When appropriate, make recommendations to the Town Board to improve the efficiency 

and effectiveness of Town government, including changes in organizational structure 
and utilization of personnel. 

(15) Keep the Town Board regularly informed about the activities of the Administrator’s office 
by oral or written reports at regular meetings of the Town Board. 

(16) Prepare reports and recommendations for the Town Board and advisory boards and 
commissions on operational or policy matters in other actions necessary to improve the 
overall health, safety and welfare of the Town. 

(17) Be responsible for the administrative direction and coordination of all employees of the 
Town according to established organizational procedures. 

(18) Serve as personnel officer for the Town with the responsibilities to see that complete 
and up-to-date personnel records, including specific job descriptions for all Town 
employees are kept, evaluating in conjunction with department heads the performance 
of all employees on a regular basis, recommend salary and wage scales for Town 
employees not covered by collective bargaining agreements, develop and enforce high 
standards of performance by Town employees, assure the Town employees have proper 
working conditions, work closely with department heads to promptly resolve personnel 
problems and grievances. 

 
(19) Work closely with department heads to assure that all employees receive adequate 

opportunities for training to maintain and improve their job related knowledge and skills 
and act as approving authority for requests by employees to attend conferences, 
meetings, training schools, etc., provided that funds have been budgeted for these 
activities. 

(20) Be responsible for the preparation of the annual Town budget, in accordance with such 
guidelines as may be provided by the Town Board, for presentation to the Townspeople 
at the annual Town budget hearing and for Town Board adoption. 

(21) Administer the budget as adopted by the Town Board. 
(22) Report regularly to the Town Board on the current fiscal position of the Town and the 

current status of expenditures relative to the Town budget. 
(23) Administer the accounting system for all Town departments and insure that the system 

employs methods in accordance with current professional accounting practices.  
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(24) Supervise the purchase of all materials, supplies, services and equipment for which 
funds are provided in the budget. 

(25) Perform such other duties as may be directed by the Town Board from time to time. 
2.17 APPOINTED TREASURER POSITION  

Commencing April 10, 2007 the Treasurer position for the Town of Lisbon is hereby an appointed position.   
(a) Appointment Term.  The Town Treasurer shall be appointed as provided in Section 60.30 of the 

Wisconsin Statutes. The Town Chairman shall make the appointment with confirmation by the 
Town Board.  The Treasurer shall hold office for a three year term; such term to be extended 
from time to time by the Town Board.  

(b) Duties and Responsibilities.  The Town Treasurer shall be responsible for all duties as required 
under Section 60.34 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  In addition, the Treasurer is responsible for 
carrying out all directives of the Town Board which require the Treasurer’s assistance in 
implementation; be responsible to establish procedures to increase the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the Town Government relating to the Treasurers function; Keep informed 
concerning current county, state and federal legislation and administrative rules affecting the 
Treasurer’s function and submit appropriate reports and recommendations to the Town Board; 
Assist the Town Board, Administrator and department heads in preparing annual budgets and 
short-range and long-range financial plans; Keep the Town Board regularly informed about the 
activities of the Treasurer’s office by oral or written reports at regular meetings of the Town 
Board; Perform such other duties as may be directed by the Town Board from time to time. 

2.18    BOARD OF REVIEW 
 
(a) COMPOSITION.   
 

The Annual Board of Review shall be composed and governed by the provisions of Wis. Stat. 
70.46 and 70.47.  Said composition being four (4) Town Board Supervisors and the Town Board 
Chairperson. 

  
(1) Alternate Board of Review Members.  Alternate members of the Board of Review may be 

appointed and may serve as follows: Alternate members shall be Town residents, and 
may include public officers and public employees. One alternate member shall be 
appointed annually by the Town Chair, subject to the confirmation of the Town Board, 
for a term of two (2) years, provided that initially two (2) alternate members shall be 
appointed for terms of 1 and 2 years respectively. At the time of their appointment, 
each alternate member shall be designated as either 1st or 2nd alternate, to establish 
the priority of all alternate members, and this priority may be revised annually by the 
Town Chair subject to the confirmation of the Town Board. The first alternate member 
shall act with full power when a member of the Board refuses to vote because of 
conflict of interest, is absent, or if a person who is objecting to a valuation requests 
the removal of a member of the Board pursuant to the provisions of § 70.47(6m), Wis. 
Stats., or is otherwise unavailable to hear an objection. The second alternate member 
(if any) shall act with full power when members, including the first alternate member, 
refuse to vote because of conflict of interest, are absent, or have been removed and it 
is necessary for the second alternate member to act so that no fewer than 3 members 
hear any objection.  Additional alternate members (if any) shall act, in order of their 
priority, when necessary to provide 3 members/alternate members to hear an 
objection. The officers so designated as members of the Board of Review shall 



 
 
 
CHAPTER 2 – TOWN GOVERNMENT 
Page 22 of 24 
 

 
 
 
 

 

receive no additional compensation for such service. 
 

 2. TOWN CLERK RESPONSIBILITIES.  The Town Clerk, being an appointed position, is a 
non-voting member of the Board of Review and shall keep, pursuant to Wis. Stat. 70.46 
(2), an accurate record of all the Board’s proceedings. 

 
(b) CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.  When the Assessor, in the performance of the Assessor’s 

duties, requests or obtains income and expense information pursuant to Wis. Stat.70.47(7)(af), 
or any successor statute thereto, then such income and expense information that is provided to 
the Assessor shall be held by the Assessor on a confidential basis except, however, that the 
information may be revealed to and used by persons; in the discharging of duties imposed by 
law; in the discharge of duties imposed by office (including, but not limited to, use by the 
Assessor in performance of official duties of the Assessor’s office and use by the Board of 
Review in performance of its official duties; or pursuant to order of the court.  Income and 
expense information provided to the Assessor under Wis. Stat, 70.47(7)(af), unless a court 
determines that it is inaccurate, is per Wis. Stat 70.47(7)(af), not subject to the right of 
inspection and copying under Wis. Stat. 19.35(1). 

 
(c)    PROCEDURE.  The Board of Review shall proceed in compliance with Wisconsin Statutes 

Chapter 70.  The Board of Review process shall be as follows: 
 

1.   The Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon will meet annually at any time during the 
30-day period beginning on the second (2nd) Monday of May.  The meeting shall be at 
the Town Hall unless otherwise designated by the Town Board of the Town of Lisbon.  A 
majority of the members will be a quorum. 

 
2.   All meetings of the Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon are to be open to all citizens 

at all times.  No formal action of any kind shall be introduced, deliberated upon, adopted 
in any closed session, or closed meeting of the Board of Review. 

 
3.   The hours of the first meeting of the Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon at which 

the completed assessment roll and sworn statements are received shall be a minimum 
of two (2) hours beginning at 9:00 AM.  Any change in the time of the first meeting will 
not be effective until notice is posted in not less than three (3) public places in the Town 
of Lisbon for at least ten (10) days before the first meeting. 

 
4.   The Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon may adjourn from time to time until 

business is complete.  If the meeting is adjourned for more than one (1) day. A written 
notice shall be posted on the outer door of the place of the meeting stating to what time 
said meeting is adjourned. 

 
5.   The named Clerk of the Town of Lisbon shall keep a record in the minute book of the 

proceedings. 
 
6.   The Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon shall carefully examine the roll or rolls and 

correct all apparent errors in description and computation.  The Board of Review of the 
Town of Lisbon shall not raise or lower an assessment on any property except as 
provided in the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
7.   The Board of Review of the Town of Lisbon shall receive objections, shall provide a 

hearing and shall correct the assessments pursuant to Wis. Stat. 70.47(2013-2014). 
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8.   The Clerk shall make changes to the assessment roll ordered by the Board of Review of 

the Town of Lisbon. 
 
(c) HEARING PROCEDURE.  In accordance with the provisions of Wis. Stat. 70.47(8), the Board of 

Review is authorized to consider requests and objections from property owners or the property 
owner’s representatives to offer testimony, under oath, by telephone or submit written statements 
under oath to the Board of Review.  The following procedure shall apply to such requests: 

 
1.    A property owner or property owner’s representative may request that the Board of 

Review consider testimony offered under oath by telephone, or consider written 
statements submitted under oath, provided that: 

  
 

a. The requirement of Wis. Stat. 70.47 which requires that the property owner of 
property owner’s representative provide notice of intent to appear at the Board 
of Review hearing are satisfied; and  

 
b. The Objection Form for Real Estate Property Assessment (PA-115A) has been 

completed and submitted to the Board of Review in accordance with the 
provisions of Wis. Stat. 70.47; and  

 
c. A Request to Testify by Telephone or submit a Written Statement under oath to 

the Board of Review (Form PA-814) shall be filed with the Town Clerk.  Such 
requests must be submitted timely to be considered by the Board of Review at 
the first meeting of the Board of Review. 

 
2.    Criteria to be considered.  The Board of Review may consider any  and all of the 

following factors when deciding whether to grant or deny a request established under 
this subsection: 

 
a. The requester’s stated reason(s) for the request as indicated on the PA-814. 

 
b. Fairness to the parties. 
 
c. Ability of the requester to procure in person oral testimony and any due diligence 

exhibited by the requester in procuring such testimony. 
 

d. Ability to cross examine the person providing the testimony. 
 

e. The Board of Review’s technical capacity to honor the request. 
 

f. Any other factors that the board deems pertinent to deciding the request. 
 

REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

2.06 R&R 01-17 2017-02-28 
2.10(d)(6) &  
2.10(d)(6)(a)    
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2.11 CREATED 04-17 2017-04-03 
2.12 REPEALED 04-17 2017-04-03 
2.18(a)(1) R&R 05-17 2017-04-10 
2.11 CREATED 10-17 2017-07-27 
2.12 R&R 11-17 2017-07-27 
2.16(b) R&R 02-18 2018-07-03 

 



CHAPTER 3 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
 

3.01 DAMAGE TO STREETS. No person shall damage or deface any street, highway, sidewalk, public way, 
park or other public property, or any post, wire, lamp, street sign, traffic sign, tree, grass, vegetation, gutter, 
drain, manhole or any other appurtenance thereon, except as may be authorized by the Town Board. 

3.02 ENCROACHMENTS ON STREETS.  

(a) No person shall erect or maintain any structure or thing on, over or under any street, highway, 
sidewalk or public way except by permit from the Town Board. Application for such a permit 
shall describe the nature of the encroachment in such detail as the Board may require. The 
Board in its discretion may issue or deny the permit, and may impose any conditions to such 
permit it deems appropriate. 

(b) Any encroachment on any street, highway, sidewalk or public way shall be maintained so that it 
does not endanger or obstruct the public. 

(c) Any encroachment maintained in violation of this section is declared a nuisance and may be 
abated by the Town. 

3.03 OBSTRUCTING STREETS.  

No person shall obstruct or endanger the free passage or proper use of the public of any street, highway, park 
or public place, except building materials or merchandise as permitted under this chapter, or as may be 
permitted by the Town Board. 

3.04 DEBRIS AND SNOW IN THE STREET.  

(a) No person shall litter or deposit any foreign matter on any street, highway, sidewalk, park or 
public place unless permitted to do so by the DPW Director or the Town Board. 

(b) Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to plow shovel or otherwise deposit or place 
snow on or across the maintained portion of any public road with in the Town, or permit such 
depositing of snow from property occupied by him or her.  The “maintained portion” is defined 
as the pavement and shoulder of the road right of way. Violations of this section may be 
enforced against either the owner or occupant of the property from which the snow was 
removed.  

(c) Subsection (b) above shall not apply to Town Highway Department crews when performing 
snow removal functions. 

3.05 PROTECTION OF WORK IN STREETS.  

Any person laying, or making an excavation in, or doing any work in any street, highway, sidewalk or other 
public place shall maintain suitable barricades to prevent injury to any person or vehicle by reason of the work. 
Suitable lights shall protect barricades at night. Any defect in any pavement shall be barricaded to prevent 
injury.      

Any person maintaining any opening or excavation in any such place shall guard such opening or excavation 
while the same remains open, by proper barricades and lights. No person shall interfere with or disturb any 
barricades or lights lawfully placed to protect any new pavement or excavation or opening in any street, 
highway or sidewalk. 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 3 – STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
Page 2 of 11 

 

 

3.06 ADVERTISING ON STREETS.  

No person shall paint or post any signs or bills on any trees, poles or other structures in any street, highway, 
or on the surface of any street, highway, sidewalk or public way. This includes the entire right of way. 

3.07 CONSTRUCTION OF TOWN HIGHWAYS:  

(a) The subdivider or owner desiring to construct a Town highway shall:   

(1) First submit profiles and obtain approvals of the established grades on all proposed 
highways from the Town Engineer, Road Superintendent and Town Board prior to 
proceeding with any grading operations. The Town Engineer, Road Superintendent and 
Town Board shall determine the maximum and minimum grades established and the 
maximum and minimum slope in any cut, or cuts, to be made in connection with the 
construction of any Town highway, and the type and character and amount of fill 
necessary for the construction of any such highway, before any grading operations shall 
be commenced. All highway grades shall conform to the Town Subdivision regulations 
unless specific site conditions warrant a variance based on the recommendation of the 
Town Engineer or Road Superintendent and approved by the Town Board. 

(2) Install minimum fifteen (15) inch diameter (or equivalent arch size) in the proposed 
Town highway unless the Town Board or Town Engineer shall otherwise determine that 
a larger culvert shall be installed. The diameter of any culvert shall be determined by the 
Town Board and the Town engineer at the time of the approval of the established grade 
for any such Town highway. Culverts crossing streets shall be a minimum length of 
forty-four (44) feet and shall have metal end sections, unless otherwise specified by the 
Town Engineer and the Town Board. Culverts shall be of corrugated metal or reinforced 
concrete culvert pipe as determined by the Town Engineer and the Town Board. 

(3) Establish a minimum of sixty-six (66) feet in right of way width. 

(4) Establish the center of the roadbed on the centerline of the land dedicated for road 
purposes. The grade of said roadbed shall conform to the approved profiles. 

(b) Minor Streets. 

Minor streets shall be constructed in accordance with the typical street cross-section plan on file 
in the office of the Town Clerk, and such construction shall be as follows: 

(1) Subgrade Preparation.  

(A) Remove all unstable material (such as topsoil, mucky soil and peat) to the 
approved subgrade or below, as site conditions warrant. If the subgrade material 
is questionable, it shall be excavated and replaced with crushed No. 3 limestone 
or other suitable fill material as directed by the Town Engineer. 

(B) Rock shall be excavated to a point at least twenty (20) inches below finished 
grade of roads and eight (8) inches below ditch grades. Undrained pockets in the 
rock shall be drained before the base material is installed. 

(C) The road ditches shall be constructed as per the typical cross-section plan on file 
in the office of the Town Clerk except that deeper and/or wider ditches may be 
required depending on the area of the contributing watershed. 

(D) When grading operations are completed on any town street, and prior to the 
placement of any gravel, the Town Engineer and Streets & Road Superintendent 
shall be notified five (5) working days in advance to inspect the roadbed and 
determine if ready for gravel. The roadbed shall then be proof rolled to detect 
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any areas of insufficient compaction. Proof rolling shall be accomplished by 
making a minimum of two complete passes with a fully loaded tandem axle 
dump truck or approved equivalent (minimum of 60,000 LBS GVW). Areas of 
failure shall be excavated and recompacted. Areas which deflect, pump or roll 
during the proof roll shall be deemed as failed. Failed areas shall be marked by 
the Town Engineer and Road Superintendent on the road subgrade. Said failed 
areas shall be required to be retested in the presence of the Town Engineer or 
Road Superintendent. 

(2) Base Material.  

(A) Road subgrade shall be surfaced with five (5) inches of compacted 1½ inch 
limestone T.B. The base shall consist of a dense compacted base course 
composed of one or more courses or layers of coarse aggregate of crushed 
stone, fine aggregate and binder or filler blended as necessary to produce an 
intimate mixture of the required gradation and stability, with the specifications 
and in reasonably close conformity with the lines, grades, thicknesses and typical 
Town cross section. 

(B) Aggregates furnished for the work shall conform to the quality and gradation 
requirements hereinafter set forth. The engineer reserves the right to prohibit 
the use of crushed stone from limestone deposits having thinly bedded strata or 
strata of a shaly nature. When aggregates are procured from pits or quarries, the 
contractor shall comply with the pertinent requirements set forth in these 
specifications: 

• Los Angeles Abrasion of Coarse Aggregate . . . . . . . . .T 96 

• Specific Gravity and Absorption of Fine Aggregate . .. .T 84 

• Specific Gravity and Absorption of Coarse Aggregate. .T 85* 

• Soundness of Aggregate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T 104 

*As revised by the Department's Method T 85-1. 

Methods and standards set by the laboratory will be used to determine the 
acceptability of aggregates relative to excessive quantities of loam, shale, thin 
and elongated pieces, organic and other deleterious matter. 

Field evaluation or laboratory test will be used to determine the acceptability of 
aggregate relative to excessive quantities of clay lumps. The second application 
shall be five inches of compacted ¾ inch limestone T.B. or ¾ inch crushed 
gravel (Division of Highways Gradation #2). If additional gravel is required in the 
judgment of Streets & the Town Board or Town Engineer to stabilize the road, 
the same shall be furnished and installed to the satisfaction of the Town Board 
and the Town Engineer before acceptance, at no cost to the Town of Lisbon. 

(C) If gradation tests are necessary for acceptance of the road surfacing material by 
the Town Board and the Town Engineer, such testing shall be done at the 
developer’s expense. 

(D) The contractor shall use the proper steel drum rollers to insure proper 
compaction. The road base shall be watered and compacted to 95% modified 
Proctor. A proof roll of the base course shall be performed after completion of 
road base. Any failures shall be marked by the Town Engineer and Road 
Superintendent, removed, replaced and recompacted at the developer’s expense. 
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(3) Road Surface.  

(A) A 2-inch thick bituminous concrete gradation No. 2 Wisconsin State Highway 
Commission specifications shall then be applied. 

(B) The bituminous materials used shall be asphalt type AC having a penetration 
grade of 85-100 degrees F. 

(C) Bituminous materials for the base course shall be four percent to six percent of 
the composite mix unless otherwise specified by the Town Board and the Town 
Engineer. 

(1) No paving shall occur on frozen subgrade or when the temperature 
measured at 3.0 feet above the ground at the site is less than 40ºF. 

Binder mix shall be spread at a temperature between 230°F and 325°F 
and surface mixture at a temperature between 250°F and 350ºF or at the 
recommended mix design temperature. At no time shall the temperature 
fall below 180ºF before the bituminous is rolled. When the air 
temperature is below 50ºF, the binder mix shall be spread at a minimum 
temperature of 250ºF. 

All material shall be machine laid except in areas that are inaccessible to 
machine spreaders. The contractor shall maintain a constant cross slope 
and shall string line either the center joint or edge of pavement. 

Where the contractor paves across a structure or in areas of curb and 
gutter, the contractor shall spread the mixture so that the finished 
asphalt surface is about 1/4 inch higher than the edges of the structures. 

Asphalt cement shall be type AC, Penetration 85-100 or Viscosity graded 
AC-10. Asphalt cement shall meet or exceed the following specifications. 

Penetration Grade – at 77°F. 

Test      Penetration Grade 

Penetration 100g, 5 Sec.   120 + 50 85-100 

Flash point, COC, F(c) min.   425(219)      450(232) 

Solubility in trichloroethylene   99  99 

Percent minimum 

Tests on residue from Thin-Film Oven Test 

Loss on heating, percent maximum  1.3  1.0 

Penetration, percent of original, 

Minimum     46  50 

Ductility, 77°F (25ºC) 

5 cm per min. cm. min.   100  75 

Viscosity graded at 140ºF (60ºC) 
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Test      Viscosity Grade 

      AC-5  AC-10 

Viscosity, 140ºF (60º) poises   50±100 1000±200 

Viscosity, 275°F (135°C) CS   175  250 

Penetration, 77°F, 100 gm 5 sec. min. 140  80 

Solubility in trichloroethylene 

Percent Minimum    99  99 

Test on residue from Thin-Film oven test 

Loss on heating, percent   1.3  1.0 

Viscosity, 77ºF (60ºC) poises, max.  2000  4000 

Ductility, 77°F (25ºC) 5 cm   100  75 

Immediately after the binder or surface course has been placed, it shall be compacted 
thoroughly and uniformly by rolling in conformance with Section 405.5.11 of the 
Standard Specifications. In all places inaccessible to the roller, compaction shall be done 
with a mechanical tamping machine. 

The rolling shall continue until the bituminous course has obtained a density not less 
than the percent indicated on Table 407.5.5.5 of the Supplemental Specifications. 

(2) The first shoulder application, as shown on the Town’s typical cross-
section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk, shall then be applied, 
compacted in place. The material should consist of ¾ inch limestone T.B. 
or ¾ inch R.A.P. (Recycled Asphalt Product). 

(3) After a minimum of one year and a maximum time of two years, unless 
specified earlier by the Town Board and the Town Engineer, from the 
completion of the above concrete base course installation, the developer 
shall thoroughly clean the existing blacktop surface and prime with MC-O 
at 0.1 gallon per square yard. Roads shall first be inspected by the Town 
Engineer and Road Superintendent. Any defects in the surface or 
subgrade must be corrected before resurfacing at no cost to the Town. A 
1½ inch thick bituminous concrete surface course, gradation No. 4 shall 
then be installed per Wisconsin State Highway Commission specifications.  
Bituminous material for this course shall be five percent to eight percent 
of the composite mix unless otherwise specified by the Town Board and 
the Town Engineer. 

(4) The final shoulder application as shown on the Town’s typical cross-
section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk shall then be applied, 
and compacted in place. The shoulder material shall consist of ¾ inch 
maximum size crushed limestone Traffic Bound material or ¾” R.A.P. 
(Recycled Asphalt Product) as specified by the Town Board and the Town 
Engineer. 
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(4) Specifications and Maintenance. 

(A) All of the above work shall be in accordance with the Wisconsin State Highway 
Commission specifications, latest edition. 

(B) Maintenance of the streets constructed by the developer shall be his 
responsibility, including the two-year duration between the pavement 
applications, until the Town Board and the Town Engineer have given final 
acceptance. 

(C) Major and Collector Streets. Major and collector streets shall have a 24 foot wide 
Bituminous Concrete surface consisting of a ½ inch base course (placed in two 
lifts) and a 1 ½ inch surface course with 10 foot wide shoulders on either side 
sloped as per the Town’s typical cross-section plan on file in the office of the 
Town Clerk. The ten (10) inch thick base material shall extend below both ten 
(10) foot shoulders. Road ditch side slopes shall be as per the town’s typical 
cross-section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk. All materials shall 
conform to this section. 

(1) Acceptance of Town Streets. Streets will not be accepted by the Town before 
May 1st or after November 1st. 

(a) Before final acceptance of any Town street, the owner or developer must 
furnish sufficient proof to the Town, as the Town Board may require, that 
all costs for the street construction have been paid for by said owner or 
developer. 

(b) Payment for Improvement. The developer or owner shall pay the Town 
for all engineering work, road inspections, street signs, culvert posts, and 
guardrails, as required by the Town within said subdivision. Such street 
signs, culvert posts, and guardrails shall be obtained and placed by the 
Town, and the cost of such installation shall be paid by the subdivider. 

(2) Grades. Prior to the request for street inspection for acceptance by the Town, 
the subdivider shall furnish the Town Engineer a written certification from the 
subdivider’s engineers that the streets conform to the location and grades 
indicated on the approved street construction plans, which have been approved. 

(3) Cul-de-sacs. On dead-end streets a turn around or cul-de-sac of not less than 
120 feet in diameter right-of-way shall be provided and surfaced to a 45 foot 
radius. Temporary cul-de-sacs should be to a width determined by the Town 
Board, Highway Superintendent and the  

Town Engineer. When land developed adjoins a temporary cul-de-sac, it shall be 
the responsibility of the developer of such adjoining lands to remove the 
temporary cul-de-sac realign the existing ditches and restore lawn areas to 
obtain a continuous roadway. 
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(4) Slopes, Ditches and Shoulders. All slopes shall be seeded before the road is 
accepted. All slopes, ditches, roadway and shoulders shall be placed in such a 
manner as the Town Board and the Town Engineer shall direct to prevent 
washing out of the same. The shoulder shall be 3 feet wide on each side of the 
paved portion of the highway per approved cross section or such other width as 
the Town Board shall determine. In the event that the grade of any proposed 
Town highway shall be such that it may be subject to washing out by rainfall or 
surface water drainage, in the opinion of the Town Board and Town Engineer, 
the Town Board may require that the gutters and side slopes be sodded, or in 
lieu of sod the Town Board may require rip-rap to be placed to prevent such 
washing out. 

Generally the following guide will be implemented. 

(a) Slopes from 0.5% to 3.0% seed and mulch. 

(b) Slopes from 3.0% to 5.0% seed and erosion mat. 

(c) Slopes from 5.0% to 7.0% erosion blanket. 

(d) Slopes greater than 7.0% sod and erosion mat. 

(e) Slopes greater than 10% (approval by Town Board required) sod and rip-
rap stilling areas. 

(5) Surety Bond. The developer shall execute a surety bond or letter of credit to the 
Town Board in an amount to be determined by the Town Board and the Town 
Engineer in a form to be approved by the Town Attorney. Such surety bond or 
letter of credit shall guarantee that the developer or owner shall pay all costs and 
expenses for the construction and maintenance of the streets, gutters, side 
slopes and shoulders thereof, and such bond or letter of credit shall remain in full 
force and effect until released by the Town Board. Reductions in surety shall be 
made based on construction completed and the Town Engineers 
recommendation. Said surety to be in effect until final acceptance of the 
roadways by the Town. 

3.08 OPENING IN STREETS AND HIGHWAYS.  

(a) Permit.  No person, corporation, or municipal corporation shall excavate or open any public 
street or highway within the Town of Lisbon or cause the same to be done without first 
obtaining a permit therefore from the Town of Lisbon. There shall be two types of permits: 

(1) For installations generally paralleling or crossing a public street right-of-way, including 
service laterals which enter or cross the traveled portion of any public street, application 
shall be made in writing and filed with the Town Clerk for consideration by the Town 
Board. The Building Inspector shall be paid a fee for inspection of service laterals 
entering the traveled portion or crossing any public street right-of-way by the Town as 
determined by the Town Board. 
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(2) For installation of service laterals not entering or crossing the traveled portion of any 
public street, application shall be made to the Building Inspector. 

Fees in amounts as determined by resolution of the Town Board shall be charged for the 
respective permits as above described in subsection 3.08(A)(1) and shall be deposited 
by the applicant with the Town Clerk at the time the application for such permit is made. 
Fees in amounts as determined by resolution of the Town Board shall be charged for the 
respective permits as above described in subsection 3.08(A)(2) and shall be deposited 
by the applicant with the Building Inspector at the time application for such permits are 
made. 

(b) Form of Application.  Every such application for a permit shall describe the streets or highways 
upon which the proposed openings or excavations are to be made and shall locate the proposed 
openings or excavations on such streets or highways. The application shall further show the 
length, width and depth of the proposed openings or excavations in the public streets or 
highways and shall state the purpose for which such openings or excavations are made. An 
application shall also give the following information, and other such information as may be 
required: 

(1) The name of the applicant; 

(2) The address of the applicant; 

(3) The estimated dates that work will commence and be completed; 

(4) Signature of applicant or authorized representative agreeing to conform to all the 
provisions, rules and regulations of the Town, pertaining to the work or purpose for 
which the permit is requested. 

(5) Town Work Excluded. The provisions of this section will not apply to excavation work 
under the direction of the Town and by Town employees or contractors performing work 
under contract with the town necessitating openings or excavations in streets or other 
public ways, which openings or excavations shall be regulated by contract between the 
Town and the contractor. 

(6) Emergency Excavations Authorized. In the event of an emergency, any person, 
corporation or municipal corporation controlling any sewer, water main, conduit or other 
utility in and under any street, and his agents or employees may take immediate proper 
emergency measures to remedy dangerous conditions for the protection of life, 
property, health or safety without obtaining a permit as provided herein, provided that 
such person or corporation or municipal corporation shall apply for a permit required 
under this section no later than the end of the next succeeding business day, and shall 
not make any permanent repairs without first obtaining a permit pursuant to the 
provisions herein. 

(5) Conditions of Permit:  Any permit issued by the Town pursuant to this section is subject 
to the following terms and conditions: 

(A) Tunneling and Boring. All excavations in the paved portion of any street or 
highway in the Town shall be done by tunneling or boring methods so that the 
paved portion of any street or highway will not be disturbed. For purposes of this 
provision, a paved street or highway shall include concrete pavement, 
bituminous surfacing and any other street or highway upon which a permanent 
surface exists. If the Town Board determines that any unusual condition exist 
which would make it impractical to excavate by tunneling or boring methods at 
any location upon any public street or highway within the Town, the Board may 
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waive the requirement for tunneling or boring at such location. All excavation 
material from tunneling or trenching adjacent to the paved portion of any street 
or highway or otherwise, must be placed where it will cause a minimal 
inconvenience to the public. 

(B) Maintenance of Streets After Completion. Any person, corporation or municipal 
corporation obtaining a permit as herein provided shall be required to maintain 
and repair that portion of any public street or highway in the Town whereon 
such excavation or opening is made for a period of one (1) year from the date 
that excavation or opening is closed except that such time may be extended by 
the Town Board if the excavation or opening has not become stabilized within 
the period of one year from the date of the opening, and shall keep and maintain 
the highway or public street whereon such opening was made. In the event that 
such repairs are not made as herein provided, the Town Board shall order the 
same made by the person, corporation or municipal corporation obtaining a 
permit herein provided upon 5 days written notice. In the vent that such repairs 
are not made as herein provided, the Town Board shall cause the repairs to be 
made and charge the expense thereof to the person, corporation or municipal 
corporation obtaining the permit. 

(C) Protection of the Public. Every person, corporation or municipal corporation 
opening any public street or highway within the Town will barricade the same in 
accordance with the applicable portion of the current “Wisconsin Manual of 
Traffic Control Devices.”  All reasonable and necessary precautions shall be taken 
to protect the public from accident or damage to persons or property from the 
beginning to the end of the work. The person, corporation or municipal 
corporation obtaining the permit will be held responsible for all damages that 
may result from his or its negligence in opening the public street or highway and 
in performing the work incidental thereto, including any claims for damages 
resulting from his or its negligence in failing to maintain the disturbed portion of 
the public street or highway for a period of one year from the date the opening 
is closed, except that such time may be extended by the Town Board if the 
excavation or opening has not become stabilized within the period of one year 
from the date of the opening to the satisfaction of the Town Board. The person, 
corporation or municipal corporation obtaining the permit shall also be liable to 
the Town for it’s costs and expenses in defending any action brought against it 
for damages for damages, and costs of any appeal that may result therefrom 
including any claim for damage that may result to the Town by reason of failure 
to keep the public street or highway in repair as herein provided. 

(D) The person, corporation or municipal corporation obtaining the permit shall not 
be liable or otherwise responsible for indemnifying, protecting or holding the 
Town of Lisbon harmless from and against its own acts and omissions and the 
consequences thereof. 

(E) Bond:  Before a permit is granted, the applicant therefore shall execute to the 
Town of Lisbon and deliver to the Town Clerk at the time the application for such 
permit is filed, a bond or undertaking in the sum of $5,000.00 or other such sum 
as the Town Board may determine with surety or sureties to be approved by the 
Town Board, conditioned that he will perform faithfully all work with due care 
and skill, in accordance with the terms and conditions of this section, and will 
save the Town of Lisbon harmless from all liability for all damages, costs and 
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expenses and claims of any nature or kind arising out of the unskillfulness or 
negligence in connection with causing the excavation or opening to be made in 
any public highway or street in the Town in accordance with the permit granted 
by the Town Board. Such bond or undertaking shall remain in force and effect 
until released by the Town Board. No bond or undertaking shall be required from 
any municipality or public utility. 

(F) Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, no permits shall be 
issued pursuant to this section except where issuance of the permit has been 
approved by the Director of Public Works Department, or his designee. 

(G) Notwithstanding any provision contained herein to the contrary, no permit shall 
be issued for the opening of any public street or highway unless the applicant 
submits a cash or surety bond in the amount of $2,500.00, or such other amount 
as may be required by the Town Board, which bond shall remain in effect for a 
period of not less than two years from the date of issuance, or until the road has 
been restored to the same condition as existed prior to the issuance of the 
permit, whichever occurs earlier. 

3.09 ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY RESTRICTIONS AND DRIVEWAY PERMIT. 

(a) No person shall make any excavation, fill, plow or cultivate, install any culvert or make any 
other alteration in any Town road or within the road right-of-way or in any manner disturb any 
roadway without a permit from the DPW Director. 

(b) No person shall construct a new driveway across any Town road right-of-way, sidewalk or 
curbing without first obtaining a driveway permit from the DPW Director.  If the applicant is also 
applying for a building permit, applications for the driveway permit and building permit shall be 
made concurrently.  No building permit shall be issued until a driveway permit has been issued. 

 
 (c) New Driveways 

(1) No grading, excavating or construction shall commence on any real estate abutting a 
Town highway prior to construction of the driveway approach and driveway in 
conformity with the provisions of the driveway permit. 

 
(2) No person shall use any portion of the frontage of a lot abutting a Town road for ingress 

or egress to or from such lot except where the permitted driveway is located and then 
only after such driveway has been constructed according to the requirements of the 
permit. 

              
(3) Such permit shall contain the statement and be subject to the condition that the work 

shall be constructed subject to such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 
DPW Director and be completed to the Director’s satisfaction, and that the permittee 
shall be liable to the Town for all damages which occur during the progress of such work 
or as a result thereof. 

 
(4) No driveway shall exceed 22’ in width at the pavement edge unless special permission is 

obtained from the Town Board.  Culverts shall be not less than 22’ in length.  No 
driveway shall be closer than 3’ to any lot line unless permission is obtained from the 
DPW Director. 
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(5) At street intersections a driveway shall not provide direct ingress or egress to or from 
the street intersection area and shall not occupy  areas of the roadway deemed 
necessary by the DPW Director for effective traffic control or for highway signs or 
signals.  Driveway location shall be more than 50 ft. from any crosswalk. 

 
(6) All driveway entrances and approaches shall be constructed so that they shall not 

interfere with the drainage of streets, side ditches or roadside areas or with existing 
structures in the right-of-way. 

 
(7) Concrete drives shall not extend beyond the edge of the road right-of-way, and in no 

case shall be closer than 6 feet from the edge of any paved portion of existing paved 
roadways regardless of platted right-of-way widths, unless authorized by the DPW 
Director.  Driveway approaches between the driveway and the edge of the pavement 
must be gravel or asphalt pavement, unless authorized by the DPW Director. 

 
(8) No driveway aprons shall be constructed so as to interfere with snowplowing. 

 
(d) Replacement/Resurface of Existing Driveways. 
 

(1) Existing driveways can be resurfaced or replaced with gravel or asphalt without a 
permit. 

 
(2) Any reconstruction of a driveway shall be done in such a manner so that the driveway 

shall not interfere with the drainage of streets, side ditches or roadside areas or with 
existing structures in the right –of-way. 

 
(3) Existing driveways to be resurfaced with concrete shall obtain a permit from the DPW 

Director and said driveway shall be constructed under the requirements of a new 
driveway                 

 
(e) When required by the DPW Director or the Town Board to provide adequate surface water 

drainage along the street, the property owner shall provide any necessary culvert pipe at 
his/her own expense.  Installation of such culvert pipes shall be the expense of the property 
owner and shall be installed according to the requirements of the DPW Director.  Such culvert 
shall be the length and diameter specified by the DPW Director or Town Engineer. 

 
(f) The cost of the Permit for work in the right-of-way and driveway permit shall be set by 

resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time.   
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CHAPTER 6 

DOGS 

6.01 PUBLIC POLICY. 
 
It is hereby declared necessary in the interests of public health, safety and welfare that the keeping of dogs 
within the Town of Lisbon be regulated in order to prevent them from becoming public nuisances. 

6.02 DEFINITIONS. 
 

(a) Domestic Animal-Includes cats, dogs, gerbils, hamsters, ferrets, other domesticated rodents 
and domesticated rabbits. 

(b) Officer – A police officer, Town Humane Officer, DNR warden or an animal control officer 
designated by the Town of Lisbon. 

(c) Owner – The person, firm or entity owning, harboring, sheltering, or keeping a domestic 
animal. The owner or occupant of any premises on which a domestic animal remains or to 
which it customarily returns for a period of three days, is presumed to be harboring, sheltering 
or keeping such a domestic animal. 

(d) Trespasser – A person who is not the domesticated animal’s owner and who does not 
cohabitate or reside with the owner and who enters the owner’s property without consent. 

 (e) Veterinarian – The meaning designated under Wisconsin Statutes Section 453.02(7). 

 (f) Dangerous Dog – Any individual dog that meets any of the following categories: 

(1) Any individual dog which, when either unmuzzled, unleashed, or unattended by its 
owner, or member of the owner’s family, in a dangerous or terrorizing manner, 
approaches any person in an apparent attitude of attack. 

(2) Any individual dog which demonstrates a trait or characteristic and possess a 
documented history or reputation for dangerousness or unprovoked attacks upon human 
beings or domestic animals. 

(3) Any individual dog with a known propensity or tendency to bite, attack, cause injury to, 
or otherwise endangers the safety of a human being or a domestic animal. 

(4) Any individual dog that has been declared dangerous by any other law enforcement 
agency, municipality, county or state. 

 (g) Vicious Dog – Any individual dog which falls into any of the following categories: 

(1) Any dog that when unprovoked bites, inflicts harm on, cause injury to, attacks or 
otherwise endangers the safety of a human being or domestic animal. 

(2) Any dog with a known history of disposition to bite, attack, cause injury to, or otherwise 
endangers the safety of a human being or domestic animal. 

(3) Any dog that has a trait or characteristic and a generally known reputation for 
viciousness or unprovoked attacks upon human beings or other domestic animals. 

(4) Any dog that has been found to be a “Dangerous Dog” upon two separate occasions. 
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 (h) Exceptions to Dangerous and Vicious Dogs 

(1) No dog shall be deemed dangerous or vicious based solely upon biting, attacking or 
menacing any person or domestic animal in order to defend its owner, caretaker or 
another person or animal, its young or its food from a trespasser or an attack by a 
person or animal. 

(2) No dog shall be considered dangerous or vicious if it is defending itself against attack 
from any person, animal or trespasser. 

6.03 DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog to permit the dog to run at large at any 
place within the Town of Lisbon unless accompanied by and under the control of the owner or 
keeper of the dog. For the purpose of this section, a dog shall not be deemed under control 
unless the dog is secured by a leash of not more than ten feet or by other restraining device. 
This section does not prohibit any person from allowing a dog to run at large upon premises 
owned or occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog. 

(b) Confinement of Dogs - The Town Police Department has the authority to apprehend any dog 
running at large within the Town of  Lisbon not on the premises of its owner or keeper and not 
accompanied or under the control of the owner or keeper and cause the same to be confined in 
a suitable shelter. 

(c) Disposition of Unclaimed Dogs - The keeper of the shelter where any dog is confined pursuant 
to the terms of this chapter shall keep all dogs  apprehended as herein before provided for 
the period of seven (7) days and if any dog is not reclaimed by the rightful owner within such 
time, it may be disposed of in a proper and humane manner. 

(d) Owner or Keeper to Pay Cost  

(1) The owner or keeper of any dog so confined may reclaim such a dog at any time before 
the same is disposed of as herein provided, upon obtaining a license for said dog as 
required in Section 6.04 of this code, in the event such dog does not have a current 
license, and upon payment of all costs and charges incurred in the apprehension, 
keeping and care of the dog. Costs and charges incurred in the apprehension, keeping 
and caring for  any dog, shall be determined as follows: 

• $ 25.00 – first offense 

• $ 50.00 – second offense within a twelve month period 

• $100.00 – third offense within a twelve month period 

These assessments shall be retained by the town as reimbursement to the town for 
costs incurred in apprehending, keeping and caring for the dog. In addition, the 
owner or keeper shall pay all charges made by the shelter for the care of the dog 
and any expenses for inoculations or other medical treatment of the dog. Payment 
of such fees and expenses shall be made to the Town Treasurer or to the keeper of 
the shelter before the dog is released. 

In the event such payment is made to the keeper of the shelter, the amount due to 
the town for the apprehension of said dog shall be paid by the keeper of the shelter 
to the Town Treasurer. 
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Any owner or keeper of any dog who does not reclaim said dog as herein provided 
shall nevertheless be required to pay all fees and expenses for the apprehension and 
care of said dog as provided in this section. 

(2) If the owner of a dog permits the dog to be untagged the owner shall forfeit $50 for the 
first offense and $100 for the second and subsequent offenses. 

(e) Disposition of Injured or Sick Dogs - The Police Department shall  have the right to destroy any 
dog in a humane manner without the confinement thereof as provided in subsection (a) above, 
which dog in the opinion of the Police Officer is injured or sick to the extent that the death of 
the dog is imminent. 

6.04 DOG LICENSE. 
 

(a) Every owner or keeper of a dog five (5) months of age or more on January 1 of any year shall, 
at the time and in the manner provided by law for the payment of personal property taxes as 
provided in Section 174.05, Wisconsin Statutes, pay a dog license fee and obtain a license 
therefore as required by the Wisconsin Statutes. The owner or keeper of a dog which becomes 
five (5) months of age after January 1 of any license year shall, within 30 days after such dog 
becomes 5 months of age, pay a dog license fee and obtain a license therefore as required by 
the Wisconsin Statutes. The license fees for neutered males, spayed females, unneutered 
males, unspayed females and late fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board 
from time to time. Any license fee for a dog which is not paid when due, will have an additional 
fee for each dog, which is licensed late. 

(b) It is unlawful for the owner of a dog to allow a dog to be untagged. A dog is considered 
untagged if a valid license tag is not attached to a collar which is kept on the dog whenever the 
dog is outdoors unless the dog is securely confined in a fenced area. Any untagged dog is 
subject to the penalties as set forth in 6.03(d)(2). 

6.05 KENNEL LICENSE FEE. 
 
A fee shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time shall be paid each year by the 
operator of a kennel license within the Town of Lisbon. Such fee shall be paid at the time that dog license fees 
are due, and subject to the same penalty provision contained in Section 6.03 if paid late. 

6.06 CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF ANIMALS. 
 

(a) Standard Care – Any animal kept by any person shall be cared for, maintained and handled in a 
manner which shall be sanitary and ensures the sanitary and healthy condition of the animal. 

(b) Food and Water – No person owning or having custody of any animal shall neglect or fail to 
provide it with necessary nourishing food at least once daily and provide a constant supply of 
clean water to sustain the animal in good health. 
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(c) Shelter – No person shall fail to provide any animal in his or her charge with shelter from 
inclement weather to insure the protection of the animal. When sunlight is likely to cause heat 
exhaustion to any animal tied or caged or kept outside, shade shall be provided by a natural or 
artificial means to allow protection from the direct rays of the sun. When weather conditions 
could adversely affect the animal’s health, a shelter of suitable size and protection shall be 
provided. Animals kept outdoors for more than one hour at a time must be provided with 
moisture proof and wind proof shelter of a size which allows the animal to keep clean and dry 
during adverse weather conditions. 

(d) Sanitary Conditions – Sanitation for indoor and outdoor enclosures, yards and areas where dogs 
are kept shall include periodic cleaning to remove excrement or other waste materials, dirt and 
trash so as to minimize the potential health hazard. 

6.07 DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS DOGS. 
 

(a) Ownership or possession of a vicious dog is prohibited – It shall be unlawful for any person to 
keep or maintain a vicious dog within the Town of Lisbon. 

(b) Restrictions on Dangerous Dogs – No person shall keep or maintain a dangerous dog within the 
Town of Lisbon unless such dog is at all times kept in an enclosure. The only time that a 
dangerous dog may be allowed out of the enclosure is to obtain veterinary care, properly 
leashed and under the direct control and supervision of the owner of the dog. 

(c) Previously Declared Vicious Dog – It shall be unlawful for an owner of a dog declared vicious in 
another municipality, county or state to bring such dog into the Town of Lisbon. 

(d) Prohibition Against Selling or Transferring – It shall be unlawful to sell or give away or transfer 
ownership of a dangerous or vicious dog without advising the Police Department in writing of 
the sale or transfer. 

(e) Posting of Sign – The owner of a dangerous dog shall display in a prominent place on his or her 
premises a warning sign in letters no less than three inches high, stating that there is a 
dangerous dog on the premises. Further a sign displaying a symbol of a dangerous dog 
intended to warn children must also be posted. The sign shall be clearly visible from any public 
property, street or highway adjacent to the premises. 

(f) Required Notification by Owner – The owner of a dangerous or vicious dog shall immediately 
notify the police department if the dog escapes or has attacked another animal or human being.  

6.08 DECLARATION OF DANGEROUS OR VICIOUS DOG. 
 

(a) Declaration of Dangerous or Vicious Dog – If an officer determines that a dog is dangerous or 
vicious as defined in this Chapter, he or she may declare the dog to be such formally. The 
officer shall immediately inform the owner as soon as practicable in writing, by personal service 
or certified mail. 

(b) Hearing – If an owner contests the designation or declaration of the dog as dangerous or 
vicious, the owner may request a hearing in writing within thirty days of issuance of the notice. 
Any interested party may present evidence as to whether the dog is dangerous or vicious. The 
hearing shall be held within thirty days of the request for hearing before the Lake Country 
Municipal Court. Hearing costs to be borne by the dog owner. 
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(c) Appeal – The owner may contest the determination of the hearing by appealing to the circuit 
court in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes section 66.0114. An appeal will not stay the 
officer’s order. 

6.09 RESTRAINT AND CONFINEMENT OF DANGEROUS DOGS. 
 
The Police Department may determine conditions to be placed on an owner of a dangerous dog, including, but 
not limited to, the following: 

(a) Enclosure, Pen or Confinement – The dog shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely 
enclosed and locked pen or similar enclosure on the premises of the owner except when 
leashed or muzzled. 

(b) Leash – An owner of a dangerous dog may not permit the dog to go outside of its kennel or 
pen unless the dog is securely leashed on a leash no more than four (4) feet in length, the 
leash is held by a person competent to govern the animal who is in physical control of the 
leash. The leash can not be attached to an inanimate object. 

6.10 LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF CATS AND DOGS. 
 
To keep, maintain, shelter lodge or be in possession of more than a total of five (5) cats or five (5) dogs or a 
combination thereof not to exceed a total of seven (7) animals over the age of three (3) months, in any 
residence, apartment, mobile home, or residential yard within the Town of Lisbon is deemed a public nuisance 
and the same is prohibited.  

6.11 ANIMAL WASTE. 
 

(a) Waste Removal - The owner or person having immediate control of an animal shall promptly 
remove and dispose of, in a sanitary manner, any excreta left or deposited by the animal upon 
any public property or private property not  owned  by such person. 

(b) Proof of Intent to Remove Waste - It shall be unlawful for any person to permit a dog or cat to 
be on such property, public or private, not owned or possessed by such person, unless such 
person has, in his/her immediate possession, an appropriate means of removing animal excreta. 
This shall not be applicable in cases in which a person is being assisted by a Seeing Eye dog. 
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CHAPTER 5 

NUISANCES 
5.01 NUISANCES PROHIBITED. 

No person shall erect, contrive, cause, continue, maintain or permit to exist any public nuisance with the Town 
of Lisbon. 

5.02 NUISANCES DEFINED. 

(a) General. 

(1) A public nuisance is a thing, act, occupation, condition or use of property which shall 
continue for such length of time as to: 

(2) Substantially annoy, injure or endanger the comfort, health, repose or safety of the 
public. 

(3) In any way render the public insecure in life or in the use of property. 

(4) Greatly offend the public morals or decency. 

(5) Unlawfully and substantially interfere with, obstruct or tend to obstruct or render 
dangerous for passage any street, alley, highway, navigable body of water or other 
public way. 

(b) Public Nuisances Affecting Health. 

The following acts, omissions, place, conditions and things are hereby specifically declared to be 
public health nuisances, but shall not be construed to exclude other health nuisances coming 
within the definition of subsection (a) of this section: 

(1) All decayed, harmfully adulterated or unwholesome food or drink sold or offered for sale 
to the public. 

(2) Carcasses of animals, birds, or fowl not buried or otherwise disposed of in a sanitary 
manner within 24 hours after death. 

(3) Accumulations of decayed animal or vegetable matter, trash, paper boxes, rubbish, 
rotting lumber, bedding, packing material, or scrap metal. 

(4) All stagnant water in which mosquitoes, flies, or other insects can multiply. 

(5) Privy vaults and garbage cans which are not fly-tight. 

(6) All noxious weeds and other rank growth of vegetation. 

(7) All animals running at large. 

(8) The escape of smoke, soot, cinders, noxious acids, fumes, gases, fly ash or industrial 
dust within the town in such quantities as to endanger the health of persons of ordinary 
sensibilities or threaten or cause substantial injury to property. 

(9) The pollution of any stream or body of water by sewage, creamery or industrial wastes 
or other substances. 

(10) Any use of property, substances or things within the town emitting or causing any foul, 
offensive, noisome, nauseous, noxious, or disagreeable odors, effluvia or stenches 
extremely repulsive to the physical senses of ordinary persons which annoy, discomfort, 
injure or inconvenience the health of any appreciable number of persons within the 
town. 
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(11) All abandoned wells not securely covered or secured from public use. 

(12) Any obstruction in or across any watercourse, culvert, drainage ditch, swale, or ravine. 

(13) The deposit of garbage, rubbish or any offensive substance on any street, highway or 
public place, or on any private property except as may be permitted by ordinance. 

(c) Public Nuisances Offending Morals and Decency. 

The following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are hereby specifically declared to 
be public nuisances offending public morals and decency, but such enumeration shall not be 
construed to exclude other nuisances offending public morals and decency coming within the 
definition of subsection (a) of this section. 

(1) Any place or premises within the Town of Lisbon where town ordinances or state laws 
relating to public health, safety, peace, morals or welfare are openly, continuously, 
repeatedly and intentionally violated. 

(2) Any place or premises resorted to for the purpose of drinking intoxicating liquor or 
fermented malt beverages in violation of the laws of the State of Wisconsin or any 
ordinances of the Town of Lisbon. 

(d) Public Nuisances Affecting Peace and Safety. 

The following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are hereby declared to be public 
nuisances affecting peace and safety, but such enumeration shall not be construed to exclude 
other nuisances affecting public peace or safety coming within the provisions of subsection (a) 
of this section. 

(1) All signs and billboards and other similar structures over or near streets, sidewalks, 
public grounds or places frequented by the public, so situated or constructed as to 
endanger the public safety. 

(2) All buildings, erected, repaired, or altered within the Town of Lisbon in violation of the 
Town of Lisbon building codes. 

(3) All unauthorized signs, signals, markings or devices which purport to be or may be 
mistaken as official traffic control devices placed or maintained upon or in view of any 
public highway or railway crossing. 

(4) All trees, hedges, billboards, or other obstructions which prevent persons driving 
vehicles on public streets, alleys or highways from obtaining a clear view of the traffic 
when approaching an intersection or pedestrian crosswalk. 

(5) All limbs of trees which project over a public street, less than ten (10) feet above the 
surface thereof. 

(6) All use or display of fireworks except as provided by the laws of the State of Wisconsin 
or Town of Lisbon. 

(7) All building or structures so old, dilapidated, or out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, 
unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human use. 

(8) All wires over streets, alleys or public grounds which are strung less than 15 feet above 
the surface of the street or ground. 

(9) All loud, discordant and unnecessary noises or vibrations of any kind. 
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(10) The keeping or harboring of any animal or fowl which by frequent or habitual howling, 
yelping, barking, crowing or making of other noises shall greatly annoy or disturb a 
neighborhood or any considerable number of persons within the Town of Lisbon. 

(11) All obstructions of streets, alleys, or crosswalks and all excavations in or under the 
same, except as permitted by the ordinances of the Town of Lisbon or which, although 
made in accordance with such ordinances, are kept or maintained for an unreasonable 
length of time after the purpose thereof has been accomplished. 

(12) All open and unguarded pits, wells, excavations, or unused basements freely accessible 
from any public street. 

(13) All abandoned refrigerators or iceboxes from which the doors and other covers have not 
been removed or which are not equipped with a devise for opening from the inside. 

(14) Any unauthorized or unlawful use of property abutting on a public street or alley or of a 
public street or alley which causes large crowds of people to gather, obstructing traffic, 
and free use of such street or alley. 

(15) Repeated or continuous violations of the ordinances of the Town of Lisbon or laws of the 
State of Wisconsin relating to the storage of flammable liquids. 

(16) Any condition or practice constituting a fire hazard. 

(17) Any advertisements or signs affixed to any building or wall, fence, street or other private 
of public property without permission of the owner thereof. 

(18) Any nuisance so defined by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(19)  Vehicular Noise 

(A) Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning:  

Terminology. All terminology used in this article, not defined in this section, shall 
be in conformance with applicable publications of the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) or its successor body.  

A-weighted sound level means the sound pressure level in decibels as measured 
on a sound level meter using the A-weighting network. The level so read is 
designated dB(A) or dBA.  

Light motor vehicle means, without limitation for lack of enumeration, such 
devices commonly known as automobiles, vans, motorcycles, motor-driven 
cycles, motor scooters, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmobiles, motor bicycles or light 
trucks with gross vehicular weight of less than 8,000 pounds.  
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Modified exhaust system means an exhaust system in which:  

(1)     The original noise abatement devices have been physically altered causing 
them to be less effective in reducing noise;  

(2)     The original abatement devices have been either removed or replaced by 
noise abatement devices which are not as effective in reducing noise as 
the original devices; or  

(3)     Devices have been added to the original noise abatement devices, such 
that noise levels are increased.  

Noise means any sound which annoys or disturbs humans or which causes or tends to 
cause any adverse psychological or physiological effect on humans.  

Noise level means the A-weighted sound level produced by a light motor vehicle.  

Person means any individual, association, partnership or corporation, and includes any 
officer, employee, department, agency or instrumentality of a state or any political 
subdivision of a state.  

Residential area means any platted Subdivision or five or more lots created by Certified 
Survey Map along a street or driveway.   

Sound level meter means an instrument which includes a microphone, amplifier, RMS 
detector, integrator or time averager, output meter, and weighing networks used to 
measure sound pressure levels. The instrument shall comply with the standards for type 
1 or type 2 sound level meters as specified in American National Standard ANSI S1.4-
1971 or its successor.  

Sound pressure level means 20 times the logarithm to the base ten of the ratio of the 
RMS sound pressure to the reference pressure of 20 micropascals. The sound pressure 
level is expressed in decibels.  

(B)  Scope of article.  

This article shall apply to the control of all noise caused by motor vehicles and 
origination within the limits of the town.  

(C)  dBA Noise Limit.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to cause noise levels from the operation of a 
light motor vehicle in excess of 80 dBA at any location within a residential area of 
the town. Measurement can be made at any distance greater than or equal to 15 
feet from the closest approach to the vehicle.  

(D)  Excessive noise.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a light motor vehicle within the 
corporate limits of the town, such as to cause excessive noise levels as a result 
of a defective or modified exhaust system, or as a result of unnecessary rapid 
acceleration, deceleration, revving or tire squeal, or as the result of the operation 
of audio devices such as, but not limited to, radios, phonographs and tape 
players.  

State law references: Mufflers, Wis. Stats. § 347.39.  
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(E)  Signaling devices.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any horn or other audible signaling 
device on any motor vehicle except in an emergency or when required by law.  

(F)  Compression brakes prohibited.  

(1) Definition. A compression brake, commonly referred to as a "Jacobs" 
brake, "Jake" brake, engine brake or dynamic braking device, means a 
device primarily on trucks for the conversion of the engine from an 
internal combustion engine to an air compressor for the purpose of 
braking without the use of, or in addition to, wheel brakes.  

(2) Use prohibited. No person shall use a motor vehicle within the Town 
limits where the compression brake is in any way engaged or activated 
on such motor vehicle or any unit a part thereof, except for the aversion 
of imminent danger.  Fire Department vehicles are exempted from the 
provisions of this section of the town code.   

5.03 ABATEMENT OF PUBLIC NUISANCES. 

(a) Inspection of Premises.   

Whenever a complaint is made to the Town Board or any member thereof that a public 
nuisance exists within the Town of Lisbon, he shall promptly notify the Health Officer or 
Building Inspector or other town official who shall forthwith inspect or cause to be inspected the 
premises and shall make a written report of his findings to the Town Board. 

(b) Summary Abatement; Notice to Owner 

If the inspecting officer shall determine that a public nuisance exists on private property and 
that there is great and immediate danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, 
the Town Board may direct the Town Health Officer or Building Inspector or other town official 
to serve notice on the owner or, if the owner cannot be found, on the occupant or person 
causing, permitting or maintaining such nuisance and to post a copy of such notice on the 
premises. Such notice shall direct the owner, occupant, or person causing, permitting or 
maintaining such nuisance to abate or remove the nuisance within 24 hours and shall state that 
unless such nuisance is so abated, the Town Board will cause the same to be abated and will 
charge the costs thereof to the owner, occupant, or person causing, permitting or maintaining 
the nuisance, as the case may be. 

(c) Abatement by the Town. 

If the nuisance is not abated within the time provided or if the owner, occupant, or person 
causing the nuisance cannot be found, the Health Officer, in case of health nuisances, and the 
Building Inspector in other cases, or other designated official shall cause the abatement or 
removal of such public nuisance. 

(d) Abatement by Court Action. 

If the inspecting officer shall determine that a public nuisance exists on private premises but 
that the nature of such nuisance is not such as to threaten great and immediate danger to the 
public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, he shall file a written report of his findings to 
the Town Board, who shall cause an action to abate such nuisance to be commenced in the 
name of the town in the Circuit Court of Waukesha County in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 280 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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(e) Other Methods not Excluded. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting the abatement of public nuisances by 
the Town of Lisbon in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 

5.04 COST OF ABATEMENT. 

In addition to the penalty imposed by chapter 1 of this code for the erection, contrivance, creation, 
continuance, or maintenance of a public nuisance, the cost of abating the public nuisance by the Town of 
Lisbon shall be collected as a debt from the owner, occupant, or person causing, permitting or maintaining the 
nuisance, and if notice to abate the nuisance has been given to the owner, such cost shall be assessed against 
the real estate as other special taxes. 

5.05 WEEDS  

(a) Public Policy. 

It is hereby declared necessary in the interest of public safety and welfare that the cutting of 
grass and noxious weeds be regulated in the Town of Lisbon between May 1 and November 1 
because of the fire hazards that are involved and the danger to persons and property that result 
therefrom. 

 (b) Definition. 

The term “Noxious Weeds” as used in this section includes the following:  All types of thistles; 
ragweed, marijuana that is not grown or cultivated for lawful commercial purposes; English 
charlock or wild mustard; Field Bind weed, commonly known as creeping Jenny; goat’s beard; 
harmful barberry; field dodder; Indian mustard; Oxeye daisy; snapdragon or butter and eggs; 
poison ivy; leafy spurge; burdock; yellow rocker; quack or quitch grass; goldenrod and 
pigweed. 

(c) Cutting of Grass and Noxious Weeds. 

No person owning land in the Town of Lisbon shall: 

(1) Allow any grass to grow to a height in excess of one foot, nor within 100 feet of any 
one-family, two-family or multiple dwelling, as those terms are defined in the Zoning 
Code of the Town of Lisbon; 

(2) Allow any noxious weeds to grow on any property located in the Town of Lisbon.  It 
shall be the duty of any owner to cut grass and to cut and destroy noxious weeds within 
the area described herein. 

In the event such grass and noxious weeds are not cut as required by this section, the 
Weed Commissioner shall, after first giving five (5) days written notice by mail to the 
owner of occupant of the property, destroy or cause all such weeds to be destroyed, in 
the manner deemed to be the most economic method. For each day devoted to doing 
so, the Weed Commissioner shall receive compensation as determined by the Town 
Board from time to time. The Weed Commissioner shall present to the Town Treasurer 
an account of his activities, verified by oath and approved by the Town Board. Such 
account shall specify by separate items the amount chargeable to each piece of land, 
describing the same, and shall after being paid by the Town Treasurer, be filed with the 
Town Clerk who shall enter the amount chargeable to each tract of land in the text tax 
roll in a column headed “for the destruction of weeds,” as a tax on the lands upon which 
such weeds are destroyed, which tax shall be collected as other taxes are, or as taxes 
are collected on personal property pursuant to Section 74.11, Wisconsin Statutes, except 
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in case of lands which are exempt from taxation in the usual way. In the case of railroad 
or other lands not taxed in the usual way, the amount chargeable against the same shall 
be certified by the Town Clerk to the State Treasurer.  

 (d) Services by Fire Department. 

In the event a fire occurs in an area where the grass and noxious weeds have not been cut as 
required by this section which requires the service of the Town Fire Department to control the 
same, the owner shall be liable to the town for all costs and expenses incurred by such fire and 
shall be liable to the town for all costs and expenses incurred by such fire and shall pay the 
coast upon written notice from the Town Clerk as to the amount thereof. In the event such 
payment is not made within 30 days from notice of the Town Clerk, the amount thereof shall be 
placed upon the tax roll and assessed against the real estate upon which the fire occurred and 
collected by the town at the next succeeding tax collection. 

5.06 ABANDONED VEHICLES. 

(a) Definitions. 

Terms used in this section mean as follows: 

Motor vehicle:  A vehicle which is designed for operation on land, which is self-propelled and 
can be used for transporting people or materials, and including but not limited to automobiles, 
trucks, buses, motorized campers, motor vehicles, motorcycles, motor scooters and tractions. 

Junked motor vehicles:  Any motor vehicle which has been wrecked or damaged in such a 
manner that it cannot safely or legally be operated. 

Non-operable motor vehicle:  A motor vehicle, parts of which have been removed from the said 
motor vehicle rendering the same incapable of being safely or legally operated. 

Abandoned motor vehicle:  A motor vehicle which through disuse and failure to be used 
remains in one location for a period of 15 consecutive days, or more, or a motor vehicle which 
has been reported as stolen to any law enforcement agency. A motor vehicle shall not be 
considered an abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of the ordinary public view.  

Dismantled motor vehicles:  Any motor vehicle which has parts, accessories or equipment 
removed therefrom so that the same cannot be operated legally upon any highway. 

Wrecked motor vehicle:    Any motor vehicle which has been damaged by collision either with a 
motor vehicle or a stationary object and parts of which are bent, broken or unattached so that 
it is rendered incapable of being safely or legally operated. 

Equipment: Any part of a motor vehicle or any accessories for use thereon which affects the 
safety or operation of such motor vehicle, or the safety of the occupants herein. 

Private property:  Any real property not owned by the federal government, state government, 
Town of Lisbon or other political subdivision. 

Removal:    The physical relocation of a motor vehicle and accessories or equipment. 

Discarded motor vehicle:     A motor vehicle placed upon public or private property without the 
permission or knowledge of the owner of such property and a motor vehicle the ownership of 
which the real estate owner is unaware. 

Junk: Old iron, chain, brass, copper, tin, lead, other base metals, trailers, farm machinery and 
equipment or any parts thereof to be junked or demolished, taken apart or destroyed for 
salvage materials, paper, waste paper, used lumber or building material, paper clippings, rags, 
rubber, glass or bottles, and all articles and things discarded as manufactured articles 
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composed of or consisting of any one or more of the articles mentioned, including industrial 
metal or scrap or other material commonly included within the term junk. 

Trash: Any rubbish, ashes, paper, discarded bricks or building material, tin cans, boxes, barrels, 
discarded wood and lumber, brush and any form of discarded vegetation, foundry sand, and 
industrial, commercial or residential waste of any kind or description. 

(b) Accumulation or Storage of Junk and Trash. 

No person shall accumulate or store, or permit the accumulation or storage of, any junk or 
trash upon any property in the Town of Lisbon expect where a permit has been granted by the 
Town Board pursuant to ordinances of the Town of Lisbon. 

(c) Storage of Dismantled or Partially Dismantled or Abandoned, Junked, Wrecked, Non-Operable 
or Discarded Motor Vehicle, or Motor Vehicle Accessories or Equipment Regulated. 

No person owning or having possession of any dismantled or partially dismantled or abandoned, 
junked, wrecked, no-operable or discarded motor vehicle, or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment, shall store or permit to be stored any such dismantled, partially dismantled, 
abandoned, junked wrecked, non-operable or discarded motor vehicle or any such accessories 
or equipment on any private property in the Town of Lisbon for a period of more that 15 
consecutive days and no person owning any private property in the town, as determined from 
the tax assessment records of the town shall store of permit to be stored or to remain any such 
vehicle or accessories on such private property for more than 15 consecutive days. Such 
storage is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and may be abated or removed and penalties 
imposed as provide by this code. 

(d) Exemptions. 

This section shall not apply to the following. 

(1) Automobile sales or repair enterprises operated in a properly zoned area for such 
enterprises and provided that inside storage is provided for such motor vehicles. 

(2) Vehicles kept or stored on private property in a garage or other accessory building which 
conforms to the town zoning ordinances. 

(e) Enforcement 

Any person shall be deemed to have violated this section at the expiration of ten (10) days after 
having been provided with notice of violation by the Police Department. Notice of violation shall 
state that the violation of this section has occurred and shall be directed to the owner or 
occupant of the real estate upon which the motor vehicle and accessories or equipment are 
located. This notice shall indicate that the motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment will be violation if permitted to remain on the property for more than ten (10) 
consecutive days from the date of the notice, and shall be served upon or sent by certified mail 
to the owner of the real estate upon which such motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment if located as shown on the tax assessment records of the Town of Lisbon. The notice 
shall give the owner of the real estate upon which the motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
accessories or equipment is located, notice that such motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories 
or equipment must be removed within ten (10) days after service of the notice.  
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(f) Removal Controlled. 

No person, after notification has been given pursuant to this section to remove any dismantled, 
partially dismantled, abandoned, junked, wrecked, non-operable or discarded motor vehicle, or 
motor vehicle accessories and equipment from any private property, shall move the same to 
any other private property upon which such storage is not permitted or on to any public 
highway, municipal property or public property. 

If any dismantled, partially dismantled, abandoned, junked, wrecked, non-operable or discarded 
motor vehicle, or motor vehicle accessories and equipment is removed for compliance with this 
action after receiving a proper notice and is subsequently returned to the same location, such 
action will constitute an immediate violation and the Police Department shall cause the 
immediate removal of such items, with the costs incurred to be charged against the owner of 
the property on which the violation occurs. 

(g) Removal Enforced. 

If the dismantled, partially dismantled, abandoned, junked, wrecked, non-operable or discarded 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment are not removed with in the period 
fixed for such removal, the Police Department is hereby authorized to provide for the removal 
thereof by town equipment, or they may requisition at town expense, a private towing company 
to remove the motor vehicle, or motor vehicle accessories or equipment. In the event the Police 
Department determines that such motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment have 
a value in excess of $100, they shall retain such motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment in storage for a period of seven (7) days after certified mail notice has been sent to 
the owner and lien holders of record to permit reclamation of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
accessories or equipment after payment of the accumulated charges. Thereafter the Police 
Department may dispose of the same in any manner they see fit including the direct sale 
thereof to a licensed salvage dealer upon determination that the vehicle is not reported stolen. 
In the event that the Police Department determines the motor or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment have a value of less than $100 the same may be summarily disposed of by the 
Police Department by direct sale upon determination that the vehicle is not reported stolen and 
that storage such vehicle prior to sale shall not be required. In the event that the Police 
Department determines that the cost of towing and storage charges for the impoundment of 
any motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment would exceed the value of the 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment may be junked by the Police 
Department prior to expiration of any impoundment period upon determination by the Sheriff of 
Waukesha County that the vehicle is not wanted for evidence or other reasons. 

The costs incurred by the town in the removal of the storage of any such dismantled, partially 
dismantled, abandoned, junked, wrecked, non-operable or discarded motor vehicle, or motor 
vehicle accessories or equipment, less the amount received by the town in the sale or 
disposition of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment, shall be charged to 
the owner of the real estate upon which the motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or 
equipment is located; and in the event such costs and expenses are not paid within 30 days 
from the date of billing by the town, the same shall be levied and assessed against the real 
estate upon which the motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment is located, and 
collected by the town in the same manner as other real estate taxes are assessed and collected. 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 5 – NUISANCE 
Page 10 of 24 
 

 

(h) Removal from Public Highway and Public Property. 

No person shall leave any dismantled, partially dismantled, abandoned, junked, wrecked, non-
operable or discarded motor vehicle, or motor vehicle accessories or equipment on any public 
street, highway or upon any public property in the Town of Lisbon. 

No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment 
on any public street, highway or upon any public property in the Town of Lisbon for such time 
or under such circumstances as to cause the vehicle or accessories or equipment to appear to 
be abandoned. When any motor vehicle or motor vehicle accessories or equipment has been 
left unattended upon a public street, highway or upon any public property for more than 48 
hours, the vehicle or such accessories or equipment is deemed abandoned and considered a 
public nuisance. 

Any such vehicle and accessories or equipment shall be summarily removed by town equipment 
or a private towing company under the direction of the Police Department to a lawful place of 
storage. Notice shall be given by certified mail to the owner or record of such vehicle and 
accessories or equipment, if such owner can be ascertained by the exercise of reasonable 
diligence, of the removal of such motor vehicle and accessories or equipment, and the place 
where the same is stored and such notice and pay the costs and expenses for the removal and 
storage charges, the same will be summarily disposed of in any manner deemed desirable by 
the town. In the event that the owner of record cannot be ascertained, notice as provided 
herein shall be given as a Class 1 notice in the official town newspaper. 

In the event the Police department determines that the motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
accessories or equipment have a value of less than $100, the same may be summarily disposed 
of by the Police Department by direct sale upon determination that the vehicle is not reported 
stolen and that storage of such vehicle prior to sale shall not be required. 

The Police Department shall notify the Wisconsin Department of Transportation within five (5) 
days after the sale or disposal of any dismantled, partially dismantled, abandoned, junked, 
wrecked, non-operable or discarded motor vehicle.  

5.07 SEWERAGE SLUDGE DISPOSAL. 

(a) Scope and Intent 

The intent of this section 5.07 is to safeguard the public against the creation or perpetration of 
a public nuisance. It is the intent of the Town Board that the application of sludge on property 
sites located in the town be undertaken in accordance with the regulations and laws of the 
State of Wisconsin, but not in such a manner as might be offensive to the ordinary sensibilities 
of the town residents. 

(b) Definitions. 

As used in this section: 

(1) The term “sludge” shall mean the accumulated residual solids (usually in aqueous 
solution) resulting from the treatment of municipal waste waters. 

(2) The term “site” or “property site” shall mean the property on which the applicant intends 
to apply sludge. Each real estate tax parcel as found on the tax rolls of the Town of 
Lisbon shall constitute a separate “site” or “property site.” 

(3) The term “applicant” shall be the owner of the treatment facility generating the sludge. 
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(c) Permit Required. 

No person, firm or corporation shall apply or allow to be applied to lands under their ownership, 
lease or control, sludge to any land located within the corporate limits of the Town of Lisbon 
without first having obtained a permit from the Town Board. This shall apply to both existing 
and proposed sludge disposal operation. 

(d) Application. 

Written application for a permit to apply sludge on any lands located within the town shall be 
made to the Town Clerk. The application shall state: 

(1) The name and address of the applicants, and if the applicant is a corporation, the name, 
address and registered agent of the corporation. 

(2) The post office and legal description of the site to be used. 

(3) The name of the landowners and haulers involved with the disposal of the sludge. A 
copy of any contract related to the disposal shall be appended to the application. 

(4) The length of time the applicant intends to apply sludge on the site or sites described in 
the application. 

(5) The name or names and address of the owners of any other site or sites upon which the 
applicant is presently applying sludge, whether or not such site or sites are within or 
without the corporate limits of the town. 

(6) The name and post office address of any property owner whose property is located 
within 300 feet of the site described in the application.  

(e) Term of Permit. 

A permit issued hereunder shall be for a period not exceeding one year from date of issuance. 
The permit shall specify the days of the week and hours of each day during which sludge may 
be applied to the site.  

(f) Permit Fee. 

The applicant shall file with his application a non-refundable annual permit fee which shall be 
set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time, however, the Town Board may 
waive this requirement.  

 (g) Granting of Permit. 

The Town Board shall issue a permit hereunder if, upon consideration of all information 
presented to the Board, it finds the following: 

(1) The sludge will be incorporated with the soil on the property site so as to prevent the 
creation of noxious or offensive odors. 

(2) That the sludge will be applied in accordance with the appropriate regulations of the 
Department of Natural Resources. 

(3) That the applicant has received approval from the Department of Natural Resources to 
apply such sludge to the property site described in the application. 

(4) That no sludge will be applied at a distance less than 200 feet from the nearest 
residence, or at such other distance, if greater, as is required by the Department of 
Natural Resources. 
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(5) That the sludge will not be applied at a distance less than 200 feet from the nearest 
private water supply well, or at such other distance, if greater, as is required by the 
Department of Natural Resources. And that the application of the sludge is not likely to 
result in the contamination of a source for water supply, irrespective of the location of 
the water supply. 

(6) That the sludge will not be applied at a distance less than 100 feet from any stream, 
pond or other channelized waterway, or such other distance, if greater, as is required by 
the Department of Natural Resources. 

(7) That the sludge will not be applied to any soil which, because of its composition, would 
tend to create a health hazard. 

(8) That the applicant has applied for and received all appropriate licenses from county or 
state licensing authorities. 

 (9) That a copy of all reports required by the county or state be sent to the Town Clerk at 
the same time as sent to the state. 

 (10) That the application of sludge will not constitute a nuisance as that term is defined in 
Section 5.02(b)10 of the Lisbon Town Code. 

(g) Renewal of Permit. 

The Town Board may, at its discretion, waive the requirement of a public hearing and the 
notification of property owners within 1,000 of any boundary of the site described in the permit 
when renewal of an existing permit is requested.  

(h) Bond. 

Upon approval of application for issuance of a permit hereunder, but prior to the issuance of the 
permit, the applicant shall file with the Town Clerk a surety bond in the amount of $10,000, and 
proof of liability insurance conditioned upon and as a guarantee that the applicant will fully 
abide by the terms and conditions of this chapter, the ordinances of the Town of Lisbon, and 
any rules and regulations imposed by the Town Board as a condition for the granting of such 
permit, and as a further guarantee that the applicant will be fully able to compensate any 
resident of the town who might be injured or damaged by application of the sludge to the 
property site described in the application 

Nothwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the Town Board may waive the 
provisions of subparagraph (h) where the applicant is a Wisconsin municipality. 

(i) Penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates this section shall be subject, upon conviction, to a 
forfeiture of not less than $100 or more than $5,000, together with the cost of prosecution, 
and, in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be imprisoned in the County Jail 
until such forfeiture and costs are paid, for a period not exceeding 90 days.  

 (j) Separate Violations. 

Each violation and each day a violation continues or occurs, shall constitute a separate offense. 
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5.08 HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 

(a) Purpose and Findings. 

(1) The purposes of this section are: 

A. To insure safe and effective hazardous waste management 

B. To establish a program of regulation over the storage, transportation, treatment, 
and the disposal of hazardous wastes in the Town of Lisbon. 

(2) The Town of Lisbon find that: 

A. Increasing production and consumption rates, continuing technological 
development and energy requirements have let to the generation of greater 
quantities of hazardous waste; 

B. The problems of disposing of hazardous wastes are increasing as a result of air 
and water pollution controls and a shortage of available landfill sites; 

C. While it is technologically and financially feasible for hazardous waste generators 
to dispose of their waste in a manner which has a less adverse impact on the 
environment than current practices, such knowledge is not being utilized to the 
extent possible; 

D. Even though the Town of Lisbon is not heavily industrialized, there is a 
significant daily hazardous waste disposal problem; and 

E. The public health and safety, and the environment are threatened where 
hazardous wastes are not managed in an environmentally sound manner. 

(b) Definitions. 

(1) The term “disposal” means the discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, 
or placing of any hazardous waste into or on any land or water so that hazardous waste 
or any constituent thereof may enter the environment, be emitted into the air, or 
discharged into any waters, including ground waters.  

(2) sensitizers, or which generate pressure through decomposition, heat or other means, 
The term “hazardous waste” means any waste or combination of wastes of a solid, 
liquid, contained gaseous, or semi-solid form which because of its quantity, 
concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, as established by the 
Town Chairperson, may (1) cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality 
or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible illness; or (2) pose a 
substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when 
improperly treated, stored, transported, or disposed of, or otherwise managed. Such 
wastes include, but are not limited to those which are toxic, carcinogenic, flammable, 
irritants, strong as well as containers and receptacles previously used in the 
transportation, storage, use or application of the substances described as a hazardous 
waste. 

(3) The term “generation” means the act or process of producing hazardous waste. 

(4) The term “Town Chairperson” means the Town Chairperson of the Town of Lisbon or his 
or her designated agent. 

(5) The term “person” means any individual, partnership, corporation (including a 
government corporation), trust, association, firm, joint stock company, organization, 
commission, the village of federal government, or other entity. 
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(6) The term “storage” means containment in such a manner as not a constitute disposal. 

(7) The term “transport” means the movement from the point of generation to any 
intermediate site and finally to the point of ultimate storage or disposal. 

(8) The term “treatment” means any method, technique, or process, including 
neutralization, designed to change the physical, chemical, or biological character of 
composition of a hazardous waste so as to neutralize or as to render it nonhazardous, 
safer for transport, amenable for recover or storage, or reduced in volume. 

(9) The term “treatment facility” means a location for treatment, including an incinerator or 
a facility where generation has occurred. 

(c) Permits. 

(1) Thirty days after the effective date of this section it shall be unlawful to construct, 
substantially alter, or operate any hazardous waste treatment or disposal facility or site, 
or to store, transport, treat, or dispose of any hazardous waste without first obtaining a 
permit from the Town Board of the Town of Lisbon for such facility, site or activity after 
review and recommendation by the Plan Commission for the Town of Lisbon. 

(2) The Town Board is authorized to issue, vary, or modify the terms of any permit, or to 
suspend, revoke or deny a permit to achieve the purposes of this section, except that 
the Town Board may not issue a permit for a period exceeding one year. The Town 
Board may establish the appropriate permit fee to cover the costs associated with its 
issuance. 

(d) Variance. 

The Town Board may grant a variance not to exceed 90 days upon a showing that compliance 
with the requirements of this section or the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto 
would result in an unreasonable financial hardship, and that the public health and welfare would 
not be endangered. 

(e) Inspection, Right of Entry. 

(1) For the purpose of enforcing this section or any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant 
to this section, the Town Chairperson may at any reasonable time, within reasonable 
limits, and in a reasonable manner, upon presenting appropriate credentials to the 
owner operator or agent in charge: 

A. Enter without delay any place where hazardous wastes are generated, stored, 
treated, or disposed.  

B. Inspect and obtain samples of any waste of substance used in the treatment of 
waste. 

C. Inspect and copy any records, reports, information, or tests results relating to 
the purposes of this section. 

Each such inspection shall be commenced and completed with reasonable promptness. 

(2) If the officer or employee obtains any samples prior to leaving the premises, he or she 
shall give to the owner, operator, or agent in charge, a receipt describing the sample 
obtained, and if requested, a portion of each such sample equal in volume or weight to 
the portion retained. If any analysis is made of such samples, a copy of the results of 
such analysis shall be furnished promptly to the owner, operator, or agent. in charge. 
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(f) Appeal Procedures. 

Any person adversely affected by an action taken pursuant to the pursuant to the provisions of 
this section or the rules and regulations filing with the Town Clerk within 15 days of the date of 
such action, a written request for a hearing. Such hearing shall be conducted in such a fashion 
that the person adversely affected may be represented by counsel and may present evidence 
and call and examine witnesses and cross examine other witnesses called. The Town Board 
may call witnesses and may issue subpoenas. All witnesses shall be sworn by the Town Board.  
The Town Board shall cause notes to be taken of the testimony and shall mark and preserve all 
exhibits.  Within 20 days of such hearing, the Town Board shall mail or deliver to the person 
adversely affected a written determination stating the reason therefore. The determination shall 
be final determination. 

(g)  Suspension and Revocation of a Permit. 

(1) The Town Chairperson may suspend a permit issued in accordance with Section 5.08 (c) 
for a period not to exceed three (3) months if the holder of the permit is in violation of 
this section or the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.  Written notice 
of the suspension shall be served upon the affected party or his or her designated 
agent. If no appeal is filed within 10 days of a receipt of this notice, the suspension shall 
become final.  

(2) Where there is a history of repeated violations and/or a permit has been previously 
suspended, the Town Chairperson may revoke a permit, upon a showing of subsequent 
violation, and upon providing the affected party, or his or her designated agent, with 
written notice of the intent to revoke the permit, with an opportunity for a hearing prior 
to revocation. The revocation shall take effect 15 days after the notice has been given, 
unless a written request for a hearing is received by the Town Chairperson within that 
period. 

(3) Where a permit has been revoked, the person affected has the right to reapply for a 
permit. If this person is able to demonstrate an ability and willingness to comply with 
the permit and with the provisions of this section, and the rules and regulations 
promulgated pursuant thereto, the Town Board may consider granting this new permit. 

 (h)  Injunction. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if the Town Chairperson finds that any 
person is operating a storage, treatment, or disposal facility or site, or is transporting hazardous 
wastes in an illegal, unsafe or otherwise improper manner as to endanger the public health or 
welfare, the Town Chairperson may order such person to immediately discontinue the act. Upon 
failure to comply with this order, the Town Chairperson may request the Town Attorney or his 
designee to commence appropriate civil action in the Circuit Court for Waukesha County or 
other court of competent jurisdiction to secure a restraining order a preliminary injunction, a 
permanent injunction, or other appropriate relief. 
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(i)  Penalties.  

(1) Whenever the Town Chairperson has reason to believe that there has been a violation of 
this section or of the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereof, the Town 
Chairperson may, in lieu of, or in addition to any other enforcement procedure, give 
written notice of such alleged violation to the person or persons responsible therefore, 
and order these persons to take such corrective measures as are deemed reasonable 
and necessary.  This notice shall state the nature of the violation and shall reasonable 
time for the performance of necessary corrective measures.  If a person fails to comply 
with this notice within the time period stated in the notice, the Town Chairperson shall 
institute such action as may be necessary to terminate the violation. 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this section, any person who violates any provision of 
this section of any rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000. In the event of any violation, each and every 
day of such violation shall constitute a separate offense, and the penalties prescribed 
herein shall be applicable to each such separate offense. 

(j) Severability. 

Each separate provision of this section shall be deemed independent of any other provision of 
this section, and if any provision, sentence, clause, section or part thereof is held illegal, invalid, 
or unconstitutional or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity, 
unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, 
sentences, clauses, sections, or parts of this section or their application to other parts or 
circumstances. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this section would have 
been enacted if such illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional provision, sentence, clause, section, or 
part had not been included therein, and if the person or circumstances to which this section or 
any part thereof is inapplicable had been specifically exempted therefrom. 

5.09 USE OF RECYCLING FACILITY 

(a) Hours of Operation. 

The Town Board shall, from time to time, establish hours for operation of the Town Recycling 
Center, and shall cause notice of the hours and days of operation to be posted at the site. 

(b) Site Restrictions. 

No person shall cause any article or item of property, irrespective of whether the same has any 
monetary value, to be transported to and abandoned at the recycling site except on the days of 
operation posted at the site, and then only within the specific hours of operation posted. Any 
person who leaves any item or article of personal property at the site except on the days of 
operation and during the hours of operation posted, shall be deemed to have abandoned the 
personal property at the site contrary to the prohibition of this provision. 

(c) Penalty. 

Any person violating the terms of this provision shall be subject to a fine of not less than $50 or 
more than $100, together with costs and penalties as may be assessed by the Court, for the 
first such occurrence, and a sum of not less than $100 and not more than $200, together with 
costs and penalties as may be assessed by the Court, or any second or subsequent violation of 
this section within a period of six months from the first violation. (2/22/88) 
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5.10 SMOKING PROHIBITED. 

(a) Definitions.   
 

Enclosed Place means a structure or area that has a roof and more than two substantial walls. 
Educational Facility is as defined in Chapter 101 of state statutes. 
 
Municipal Facilities includes the places of employment for the municipality. 
 
Person in Charge is the person, or his or her agent, who controls, governs or directs the 
activities at a location where smoking is prohibited under this section.  
 
Place of Employment is any enclosed place that employees normally frequent during the course 
of employment, including an office or work area, an employee lounge, elevator, a restroom, a 
conference or meeting room, a classroom, a hallway, a stairway a lobby, a common area, or a 
vehicle.  
 
Private Club means a facility used by an organization that limits its membership and is 
organized for a recreational, fraternal, social, patriotic, political, benevolent or athletic purpose.  
 
Public Place is a place that is opened to the public, regardless of whether a fee is charged, or a 
place to which the public has lawful access or may be invited. 
 
Smoking means burning or holding, or inhaling or exhaling smoke from a lighted cigarette, 
cigar, pipe or any other lighted smoking equipment. 
 
Substantial Wall means a wall with an opening that may be used to allow air in from the outside 
that is less than 25 percent of the walls surface area. 

 
(b)  Smoking Prohibition. 

1. Smoking is hereby prohibited in  

A. Places of employment. 
 

B. Municipal facilities. 
 

C. Public places that have enclosed places. 
 

D. Educational facilities, as well as all ground on which any educational facility is 
located. In addition, possession of tobacco products by minors is prohibited in all 
educational facilities. 

 
2. A person in charge of a restaurant, tavern, private club or retail establishment may 

designate an outside area that is a reasonable distance from any entrance to the 
restaurant, tavern, private club or retail establishment where customers, employees or 
persons associated with the restaurant, tavern, private club or retail establishment may 
smoke. 
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(c)  Responsibility of Person In Charge. 

1. No person in charge may allow any person to smoke in violation of 5.10(B) at the location 
that is under the control or direction of the person in charge. 
 

2. A person in charge may not provide matches, ashtrays, or other equipment for smoking at 
the location where smoking is prohibited. 

 
3. A person in charge shall make reasonable efforts to prohibit persons from smoking at a 

location where smoking is prohibited by doing all of the following: 
 

a. Posting signs setting forth the smoking prohibition. 
 
b. Refusing to serve a person, if the person is smoking in a restaurant, tavern or 

private club. 
c. Asking a person who is smoking to refrain from smoking, and, if the person 

refuses to do so, asking the person to leave the location. 
 

d. If a person refuses to leave a location after being requested to do so as provided 
in par.(c), the person in charge shall immediately notify an appropriate law 
enforcement agency of the violation. 

 
A person in charge may take measures in addition to those listed in par.(b) and (c) 
to prevent persons from being exposed to others who are smoking or to further 
ensure compliance with this section. 

(d)  Signage 

Signs shall be posted near the entrance in all areas where smoking is prohibited.  Such signs shall 
be easily read from a ten-foot distance, have the background color contrasting with the color of 
the lettering and contain the international symbol for no smoking. 

 
(e)  Penalties 

1. Any person who violates sub. (B) shall be subject to a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor 
more than $250 for each violation.  
 

2. Any person in charge who violates sub (C) (3)(b) to (d) shall be subject to a forfeiture of 
$100 for each violation. No person in charge may be required to forfeit more than $100 in 
total for all violations of sub (C) (3)(b) to (d) occurring on a single day. 

 
3. For violations subject to the forfeiture under sub (E) par.(2), if the person in charge has 

not previously received a warning notice for a violation of sub (C) (3)(b) to (d), the law 
enforcement officer shall issue the person in charge a warning notice and may not issue a 
citation. 
 

4. Minors who violate sub (B) (1) (d) are subject to a forfeiture of not less than $25 nor 
more than $100. 
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5.11 ADULT-ORIENTED ESTABLISHMENTS 

(a) Definitions. 

(1) “Adult-oriented establishment” shall include, but is not limited to “adult bookstores,” 
“adult motion picture theaters,” “adult mini-motion picture establishments,” or “adult 
cabaret,” and further means any premises which public patrons or members are invited 
or admitted and which are so physically arranged so as to provide booths, cubicles, 
rooms, compartments or stalls separate from the common areas of the premises for the 
purpose of viewing adult-oriented motion pictures, or wherein as entertainer provides 
adult entertainment to a member of the public, a patron or member, whether or not 
such adult entertainment is held, conducted, operated or maintained for a profit, direct 
or indirect. 

(2) “Adult bookstore” means an establishment having as its stock in trade, for sale, rent, 
lease, inspection or viewing books, films, video cassettes, magazines or other periodicals 
which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matters depicting, 
describing or relating to “specific sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” as 
defined below, and in conjunction therewith have facilities for the presentation of adult 
entertainment, as defined below, including adult oriented films, movies or live 
performances, for observation by patrons therein. 

(3) “Adult motion picture theater” means an enclosed building with a capacity of 50 or more 
persons used for presenting material having as its dominant theme, or distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on matters depicting, describing or relating to “specified 
sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” as defined below, for observation by 
patrons herein. 

(4) “Adult mini-motion picture theater” means an enclosed building with a capacity of less 
than 50 persons used for presenting material having as its dominant theme, or 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on, matters depicting, describing or 
relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”  as defined below. 

(5) “Adult cabaret” means a cabaret which features topless dancers, strippers, male or 
female impersonators, or similar entertainers. 

(6) “Board” means the Town Board for the Town of Lisbon, Wisconsin. 

(7) “Adult entertainment” means any exhibition of any motion pictures, live performance, 
display or dance of any type, which has as its dominant theme, or is distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on any actual or simulated “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas,” as defined below, or the removal of articles of clothing or 
appearing partially or totally nude. 

(8) “Operators” means any person, partnership, or corporation operating, conducting, 
maintaining or owning any adult-oriented establishment. 

(9) “Specified sexual activities” means simulated or actual: 

(A) Showing of human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal; 

(B) Acts of masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy, bestiality, necrophilia, sado-
masochistic abuse, fellatio or cunnilingus; 

(C) Fondling or erotic touching of human genitals, public region, buttock or female 
breasts. 
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(10) “Specified anatomical areas” means: 

(A) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, public region, 
buttocks, and female breast below a point immediately above the top of the 
areola; 

 (B) Human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if opaquely covered. 

 (b) License. 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph 4 below, from and after the effective date of this 
section, no adult-oriented establishment shall be operated or maintained in the Town of 
Lisbon without first obtaining a license to operate issued by the Town of Lisbon. 

(2) A license may be issued only for one adult-oriented establishment located at a fixed and 
certain place. Any person, partnership, or corporation which desires to operate more 
than one adult-oriented establishment must have a license for each. 

(3) No license or interest in a license may be transferred to any person, partnership or 
corporation. 

(4) All adult-oriented establishments existing at the time of the passage of this ordinance 
(Section 5.11) must submit an application for a license within 90 days of the passage of 
this ordinance.* If an application is not received within said 90 day period, then such 
existing adult-oriented establishment shall cease operations. (*ordinance passed 
12/11/89, publ. 12/12/89) 

(c) Application for License. 

(1) Any person, partnership or corporation desiring to secure a license shall make 
application to the Town Clerk. The application shall be filed in triplicate with and dated 
by the Town Clerk. 

(2) The application of a License shall be upon a form provided by the Town Clerk. An 
applicant for a license, who is interested directly in the ownership or operation of the 
business, shall furnish the following information under oath: 

(A) Name and address. 

(B) Written proof that the individual is at least 18 years of age. 

(C) The address of the adult-oriented establishment to be operated by the applicant. 

(D) If the applicant is a corporation, the application shall specify the name of the 
corporation, the date and state of incorporation, the name and address of the 
registered agent and the name and address of all shareholders owning more 
than five percent of the stock in said corporation and all officers and directors of 
the corporation. 

(3) Within 21 days of receiving an application for a license the Town Clerk shall notify the 
applicant whether the application is granted or denied. 

(4) Whenever an application is denied, the Town Clerk shall advise the applicant in writing 
of the reasons for such action. If the applicant requests a hearing within 10 days of 
receipt of notification of denial, a public hearing shall be held within 10 days thereafter 
before the Board, as hereinafter provided. 

 



CHAPTER 5 – NUISANCE 
Page 21 of 24 
 

 

(5) Failure or refusal of the applicant to give any information relevant to the investigation of 
the application of his or her refusal or failure to appear at any reasonable time and place 
for examination under oath regarding said application or his or her refusal to submit to 
or co-operate with any investigation required by this section shall constitute an 
admission by the applicant that he or she is ineligible for such license and shall be 
grounds for denial thereof by the Town Clerk. 

(d) Standards for issuance of License. 

(1) To receive a license to operate an adult oriented establishment, an applicant must meet 
the following standards: 

(A) If the applicant is an individual: 

(1) The applicant shall be at least 18 years of age. 

(2) The applicant shall not have been found to have previously violated this 
ordinance within five (5) years immediately preceding the date of the 
application. 

(B) If the applicant is a corporation: 

(1) All officers, directors ands stockholders required to be named under 
subsection (c)(2) shall be at least 18 years of age. 

(2) No officer, director, or stockholder required to be named under 
subsection (c)(2) shall have been found to have previously violated this 
section within five (5) years immediately preceding the date of the 
application. 

(C) If the applicant is a partnership, joint venture, or any other type of organization 
where two or more persons have a financial interest: 

(1) All persons having a financial interest in the partnership, joint venture or 
other type of organization shall be at least 18 years of age. 

(2) No person having a financial interest in the partnership, joint venture or 
other type of organization shall have been found to have violated any 
provision of this section within 5 years immediately preceding the date of 
the application. 

(e) Fees. 

A license fee shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time shall be 
submitted with the application for a license. If the Application is denied, one-half of the fee shall 
be returned. 

 (f) Display of License or Permit. 

The license shall be displayed in a conspicuous public place in the adult-oriented establishment. 
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(g) Renewal of License of Permit. 

(1) Every license issued pursuant to this section will terminate at the expiration of one year 
from the date of issuance, unless sooner revoked, and must be renewed before 
operation is allowed in the following year. Any operator desiring to review a license shall 
make application to the Town Clerk. The application for renewal must be filed not later 
than 60 days before the license expires. The application for renewal shall be filed in 
triplicate with and dated by the Town Clerk. The application for renewal shall be upon a 
form provided by the Town Clerk and shall contain such information and data, given 
under oath or affirmation, as is required for an application for a new license. 

(2) A license renewal fee and late penalty shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town 
Board from time to time.   The renewal fee shall be submitted with the application.  In 
addition to the renewal fee, a late penalty shall be assessed against the applicant who 
files for a renewal less than 60 days before the license expires. If the application is 
denied, one-half of the total fees collected shall be returned. 

(h) Revocation of License. 

(1) The Board shall revoke a license or permit for any of the following reasons: 

(A) Discovery that false or misleading information or data was given on any 
application or material facts were omitted from may application. 

(B) The operator or any employee of the operator violates any provision of this 
section or any rule or regulation adopted by the Board pursuant to this section; 
provided, however, that in the case of a first offense by an operator where the 
conduct was solely that of an employee, the penalty shall not exceed a 
suspension of 30 days if the Board shall find that the operator had no actual or 
constructive knowledge of such violation and could not by the exercise of due 
diligence have had such actual or constructive knowledge. 

(C) The operator becomes ineligible to obtain a license or permit. 

(D) The cost or fee required to be paid by this section is not paid. 

(E) Any intoxicating liquor or cereal malt average is served or consumed on the 
premises of the adult-oriented establishment. 

(2) The Board, before revoking or suspending any license or permit, shall give the operator 
at least ten (10) days written notice of the charges against him, and the opportunity for 
a public hearing before the Board, as hereinafter provided. 

(3) The transfer of a license or any interest in a license shall automatically and immediately 
revoke the license. 

(4) Any operator whose license is revoked shall not be eligible to receive a license for one 
year from the date of revocation. No location or premises for which a license has been 
issued shall be used as an adult-oriented establishment for six months from the date of 
revocation of the license. 

(i) Physical Layout of Adult-Oriented Establishment. 

Any adult-oriented establishment having available for customers, patrons or members, any 
both, room or cubicle for the private viewing of any adult entertainment must comply with the 
following requirements: 



CHAPTER 5 – NUISANCE 
Page 23 of 24 
 

 

(1) Access.   Each booth, room or cubicle shall be totally accessible to and from aisles and 
public areas of the adult-oriented establishment, and shall be unobstructed by any door, 
lock or other control-type devices. 

(2) Construction. Every booth, room or cubicle shall meet the following construction 
requirements: 

(A) Each booth, room or cubicle shall be separated from the adjacent booths, rooms 
and cubicles and any non-public areas by a wall. 

(B) Have at least one side totally open to a public lighted aisle so that there is an 
unobstructed view at all times of anyone occupying same. 

(C) All walls shall be solid and without any openings, extended from the floor to a 
height of not less than six (6) feet and be light colored, non-absorbent, smooth 
textured and easily cleanable. 

(D) The floor must be light colored, non-absorbent, smooth textured and easily 
cleanable. 

(E) The lighting level for each booth, room or cubicle, when not in use, shall be a 
minimum of ten (10) foot candles at all times, as measured from the floor. 

(3) Occupants.  Only one (1) individual shall occupy a booth, room or cubicle at any time. 
No occupant of same shall engage in any type of sexual activity, cause any bodily 
discharge or litter while in the booth. No individual shall damage or deface any portion 
of the booth. 

(j) Responsibilities of the Operator. 

(1) Every act or omission by an employee constituting a violation of the provisions of this 
section shall be deemed the act or omission of the operator if such act or omission 
occurs either with the authorization, knowledge, or approval of the operator, or as a 
result of the operator’s negligent failure to supervise the employee’s conduct, and the 
operator shall be punishable for such act or omission in the same manner as if the 
operator committed the act or caused the omission. 

(2) Any act or omission of any employee constituting a violation of the provisions of this 
section shall be seemed the act or omission of the operator for purposed of determining 
whether the operator’s license shall be revoked, suspended or renewed. 

(3) No employee of an adult-oriented establishment shall allow any minor to loiter around or 
frequent an adult-oriented establishment or to allow any minor to view adult 
entertainment as defined herein. 

(4) The operator shall maintain the premises in a clean and sanitary manner at all time. 

(5) The operator shall maintain at least ten (10) foot candles of light in the public portions 
of the establishment, including aisles, at all time. However, if a lesser level of 
illumination in the aisles shall be necessary to enable a patron to view the adult 
entertainment in a booth, room or cubicle adjoining an aisle, a lesser amount of 
illumination may be maintained in such aisles; provided, however, at no time shall there 
be less than one (1) foot candle of illumination in said aisles, as measured from the 
floor. 

(6) The operator shall insure compliance of the establishment and its patrons with the 
provisions of this section. 
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(k) Administrative Procedure and Review. 

Chapter 68, Wisconsin Statutes, concerning contested cases shall govern the administrative 
procedure and review regarding the granting, denial, renewal, non-renewal, revocation or 
suspension of a license. 

(m) Penalties and Prosecution. 

(1) Any person, partnership, or corporation who is found to have violated this section shall 
be fined a definite sum not exceeding $250 and shall result in the revocation of any 
license. 

(2) Each violation of this section shall be considered a separate offense, and any violation 
continuing more than one day shall be considered a separate offense.  

5.12 FIREWORKS 

(a) Sale of Fireworks Prohibited. 

The sale of fireworks within the Town of Lisbon, as that term is defined in Wis. Stat. § 167.10, is 
prohibited. 

(b) Penalty. 

Any person violating the terms of this provision shall be subject to a fine of not less than Fifty 
Dollars ($50.00), nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), together with costs and 
penalties as may be assessed by the court, for the first such occurrence, and a sum of not less 
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and not more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00), 
together with costs and penalties as may be assessed by the court, for any second or 
subsequent violation of this ordinance with a period of six (6) months from the date of the first 
violation. 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

CABLE FRANCHISE 
 

7.01 SHORT TITLE. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Lisbon Cable Television Franchise Ordinance”, 
hereinafter “Franchise,” or “Ordinance.” 

7.02 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this chapter the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the 
meaning given herein: 

 
(a) Basic Service 

Any subscriber tier provided by the Grantee which includes the delivery of local broadcast 
stations, and public, educational and governmental access channels. The Basic service does not 
include optional program and satellite service tiers, a la carte services, per channel, per 
program, or auxiliary services for which a separate charge is made. However, Grantee may 
include other satellite signals on the Basic tier. 

(b) Cable System, or System or Cable Televisions System 

A system of antennas, cables, wires, lines, towers, wave guides, or other conductors, 
converters, equipment or facilities, designed and constructed for the purpose of producing, 
receiving, transmitting, amplifying and distributing, audio, video, and other forms of electronic, 
electrical or optical signals, which includes cable televisions service and which is located in the 
Town. The definition shall not include any such facility that services or will serve only 
subscribers in one (1) or more multiple unit dwellings under common ownership, control or 
management, and which does not use Town right-of-way. 

(c) Class IV Channel 

A signaling path provided by a cable communications system to transmit signals of any type 
from a subscriber terminal to another point in the cable communications system. 

(d) Control and/or Controlling Interest 

Actual working control or ownership of a System in whatever manner exercised. A rebuttable 
presumption of the existence of control or a controlling interest shall arise from the beneficial 
ownership, directly or indirectly, by any Person or Entity (except underwriters during the period 
in which they re offering securities to the public) of ten percent (10%) or more of a Cable 
system or the Franchise under which the system is operated. A change in the control or 
controlling interest of an Entity which has control or a controlling interest in a Grantee shall 
constitute a change in the control or controlling interest of the System under the same criteria. 
Control or controlling interest as used herein may be held simultaneously by more then one 
Person or Entity. 

(e) Converter 

An electronic devise which converts signals to a frequency not susceptible to interference within 
the television receiver of a subscriber, and by an appropriate channel selector also permits a 
subscriber to view more than twelve (12) channels delivered by the system at designated 
converter dial locations. 

(f) FCC 

The Federal Communications Commission and any legally appointed designed or elected agent 
or successor. 
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(g) Grantee 

A person or entity to whom or which a Franchise under this chapter is granted by the Town, 
along with the lawful successors or assigns of such person or entity. 

(h) Gross Revenues 

All revenue collected directly or indirectly by the Grantee, from the provision of cable service 
within the Town including but not limited to, basic subscriber service monthly fees, pay cable 
fees, installation and reconnection fees, franchise fees, leased channel fees, converter rentals, 
program guides, studio; rental, production equipment, personnel fees, late fees, downgrade 
fees, revenue from the sale, exchange, use of cable cast of any programming developed on the 
system for any non-monetary remuneration received by Grantee in consideration of the 
performance of advertising or any other service of the system; provided, however, that this 
shall not include any taxes on services furnished by the Grantee herein imposed directly upon 
any subscriber or user by the state, local or other governmental unit and collected by the 
Grantee on behalf of the governmental unit. Subject to applicable federal law, the term Gross 
Revenues includes revenues attributed to franchise fees and revenues collected directly or 
indirectly from other ancillary telecommunications services (such as but not limited to, point-to-
point telecommunications, point-to-point multipoint telecommunications, date transmissions, 
etc.) but only to the extent that all other providers of such telecommunications services in the 
Town are subject to the same compensation requirements of the Town. 

(i) Initial Service Area 

All areas in the Town having at least 20 dwelling units per street mile. 

(j) Installation 

The Connection of the system from feeder cable to subscribers’ terminals. 

(k) May 

Permissive 

(l) Monitoring 

Observing a communications signal, or the absence of a sign al, where the observer is neither 
the subscriber nor the programmer, whether the signal is observed by visual or electronic 
means, for any purpose whatsoever; provided monitoring shall not include system wide, non 
individually addressed sweeps of the system for purposes of verifying system integrity, 
controlling return paths transmissions, or billing for pay services. 

(m) Normal Business Hours 

As applied to the Grantee, shall mean those hours during which similar businesses in the Town 
are open to serve customers. In all cases, Nor Business Hours shall include some evening hour 
at least one night per week, and/or some weekend hours. 

(n) Normal Operating Conditions 

Those service conditions which are within the control of the Grantee. Those conditions which 
are not within the control of the Grantee include, but are not limited to, natural disasters, civil 
disturbances, power outages, telephone network outages, and severe or unusual weather 
conditions. Those conditions which are ordinarily within the control of the Grantee include, but 
are not limited to, special promotions, pay-per-view events, rate increases, regular peak or 
seasonal demand periods, and maintenance or upgrade of the Cable System. 

(o) Shall 

Mandatory 
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(p) Service Interruption and/or Outages 

The loss of either picture or sound or both for a single or multiple subscriber(s). 

(q) Street 

The surface of and all rights-of-way and the space above and below any public street, road, 
highway, freeway, lane, path, public way or place, sidewalk, alley, court, boulevard, parkway, 
drive or easement nor or hereafter held by the Town for the purpose of public travel and shall 
include other easements or rights-of-way as shall be now held or hereafter held by the Town 
which shall, within their proper use and meaning entitle the Grantee to the use thereof for the 
purposes of installing poles, wires, cable, conductors, ducts, conduits, vaults, manholes, 
amplifiers, appliances, attachments, and other property as may be ordinarily necessary and 
pertinent to a telecommunications system. 

(r) Subscriber 

Any person firm, Grantee, corporation, or association lawfully receiving Basic and/or any 
additional service from Grantee. 

(s) User 

A party utilizing a cable television system channel for purposes of production or transmission of 
material to subscribers, as contrasted with receipt thereof in a subscriber capacity. 

(t) Town 

The Town of Lisbon, Wisconsin. 

7.03 RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF GRANTEE. 

Any franchise granted by the Town pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Section 66.082 shall grant to the Grantee 
the right and privilege to erect, construct, operate and maintain in, upon, and along, across, above, over and 
under the streets, now in existence and as may be created or established during its terms; any poles, wires, 
cable, underground conduits, manholes, and other television conductors and fixtures necessary for the 
maintenance and operation of a Cable System.  

7.04 AGREEMENT AND INCORPORATION OF APPLICATION BY REFERENCE. 

(a) Upon adoption of any franchise agreement and execution thereof by the Grantee, the Grantee 
agrees to be bound by all the terms and conditions contained herein. 

(b) Any Grantee also agrees to provide all services specifically set forth in its application if any and 
to provide cable television service within the confines of the Town; and by its acceptance of the 
Franchise, the Grantee specifically grants and agrees that its application is thereby incorporated 
by reverence and made a part of the franchise. In the event of a conflict between such 
proposals and the provisions of this chapter, that provision which provides the greatest benefit 
to the Town, in the opinion of the Town, shall prevail. 

7.05 FRANCHISE TERRITORY. 

Any Franchise is for the present territorial limits of the Town and for any area henceforth added thereto during 
the term of the franchise. 
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7.06 DURATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF FRANCHISE. 

The franchise and the rights, privileges and authority granted shall take effect and be in force as set forth in 
the Franchise Agreement and shall continue in force and effect for a term of no longer than fifteen (15) years, 
provided that within fifteen (15) days after the date of final passage of the franchise the grantee shall file with 
the town its unconditional acceptance of the franchise and promise to comply with and abide by all its 
provisions, terms and conditions. Such acceptance and promise shall be in writing duly executed and sworn to, 
by, or on behalf of the Grantee before a notary public or other officer authorized by law to administer oaths. 
Such franchise shall be non-exclusive and revocable. 

7.07 FRANCHISE RENEWAL. 

(a) Current federal statutory process: 

(1) The Town may, on its own initiative, during the six-month period which begins with the 
thirty-six (36) month before the Franchise expiration commence a proceeding which 
affords the public in the Town appropriate notice and participation for the purpose of (1) 
identifying the future cable-related community needs and interests and (2) reviewing the 
performance of the Grantee under the Franchise. If the Grantee submits, during such 
six-month period, a written renewal notice requesting the commencement of such 
proceeding, the Town shall commence such proceeding not later than six (6) months 
after the date such notice is submitted. 

(2) Upon completion of the proceeding under paragraph (1) above, the Grantee may, on its 
own initiative or at the request of the Town, submit a proposal for renewal. The Town 
may establish a date by which such proposal shall be submitted. 

(3) Upon submittal by the Grantee of a proposal to the Town for the renewal of the 
Franchise, the Town shall provide prompt, public notice of such proposal and renew the 
Franchise or issue a preliminary assessment that the Franchise should not be renewed, 
and at the request of the Grantee or on its own initiative, commence an administrative 
proceeding, after providing prompt, public notice of such proceeding. 

(4) The Town shall consider in any administrative proceeding whether (1) the Grantee has 
substantially complied with material terms of the existing Franchise and with applicable 
law; (2) the quality of the Grantee’s service, including signal quality, response to 
consumer complaints and billing practices, but without regard to the mix or quality of 
cable services or other services provided over the System, has been reasonable in the 
light of community needs; (3) the Grantee has the financial legal and technical ability to 
provide the services, facilities and equipment as set forth in the Grantee’s proposal; and 
(4) the Grantee’s proposal is reasonable to meet the future cable-related community 
needs and interests, taking into account the costs of meeting such needs and interests. 

(5) In any administrative proceeding described in paragraph (4), the Grantee shall be 
afforded adequate notice and the Grantee and the Town, or its designee, shall be 
afforded fair opportunity for full participation, including the right to introduce evidence 
(including evidence related to issues raised in the proceedings under paragraph (4) 
above), to require the production of evidence and to question witnesses. A transcript 
shall be made of any such proceeding. 

(6) At the completion of a proceeding under paragraph (4), the Town shall issue a written 
decision granting or denying the proposal of renewal based upon the record of such 
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proceeding and transmit a copy of such decision to the Grantee. Such decision shall 
state the reasons therefore. 

(7) Any denial of a proposal for renewal that has been submitted in compliance with the 
procedures set forth above, shall be based on one or more adverse findings made with 
respect to the factors described at (1) through (4) of paragraph (4) pursuant to the 
record of the proceeding under said paragraph. The Town may not base a denial of 
renewal on a failure to substantially comply with the material terms of the Franchise or 
on events considered under Paragraph (4)(2) unless the Town has provided the Grantee 
with notice and the opportunity to cure or in any case in which it is documented that the 
Town has waived its right to object. 

(8) The Grantee may appeal any final decision or failure of the Town to act in accordance 
with the procedural requirements of this Section. The court shall grant appropriate relief 
if the court finds that (1) any action of the town is not in compliance with the procedural 
requirements of this Section; or (2) in the event of a final decision of the Town denying 
the renewal proposal, the Grantee has demonstrated that the adverse finding of the 
Town with respect to each of the factors described in paragraph (4)(1) through (4) on 
which the denial is based is not supported by a preponderance of the evidence, based 
on the record of the administrative proceeding. 

(b) Franchise renewal in the event of change in federal law: 

A franchise may be renewed by the Town upon application of the grantee pursuant to the 
procedure established in this section, and in accordance with the then applicable law. 

(1) At least twenty-four (24) months prior to the expiration of the franchise, the Grantee 
shall inform the Town in writing of its intent to seek renewal of the franchise. 

(2) The Grantee shall submit a proposal for renewal which demonstrates: 

(A) That it has been and continues to be in substantial compliance with the terms, 
conditions, and limitations of this Ordinance and its franchise; 

(B) That its system has been installed, constructed, maintained and operated in 
accordance with the accepted standards of the industry, and this Ordinance and 
its franchise; 

(C) That it has the legal, technical, financial, and other qualifications to continue to 
maintain and operate its system, and to extend the same as the state of the art 
progresses so as to assure it Subscribers high quality service; and  

(D) That it has made a good faith effort to provide services and facilities which 
accommodate the demonstrated needs of the community as may be reasonably 
ascertained by the Town. 

(3) After giving public notice, the Town shall proceed to determine whether the Grantee has 
satisfactorily performed its obligations under the franchise. To determine satisfactory 
performance, the Town shall consider technical developments and performance of the 
system, programming other services offered, cost of services, and any other particular 
requirements set in this chapter; also, the Town shall consider the Grantee’s reports 
made to the Town and the Federal Communication Commission; may require the 
Grantee to make available specified records, documents, and information for this 
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purpose, and may inquire specifically whether the Grantee will supply services sufficient 
to meet community needs and interests; industry performance on a national basis shall 
also be considered. Provision shall be made for public comment. 

(4) The Town shall then prepare any amendments to this Ordinance that it believes 
necessary. 

(5) If the Town finds the Grantee’s performance satisfactory, and finds the Grantee’s 
technical, legal, and financial abilities acceptable, and finds the Grantee’s renewal 
proposal meets the future cable-related needs of the Town, a new franchise shall be 
granted pursuant to this Ordinance as amended for a period to be determined. 

(6) If the Grantee is determined by the Town to have performed unsatisfactorily, new 
applicants may be sought and evaluated and a franchise award shall be made by the 
Town according to franchising procedures adopted by the Town. 

7.08 POLICE POWERS. 

(a) In accepting this franchise, the Grantee shall acknowledge that its rights hereunder are subject 
to the police power of the Town to adopt and enforce general ordinances necessary to the 
safety and welfare of the public; and shall agree to comply with all applicable general laws and 
ordinances enacted by the Town pursuant to such power. 

(b) Any conflict between the provisions of this ordinance and any other present or future lawful 
exercise of the Town’s police powers shall be resolved in favor of the latter, except that any 
such exercise that is not of general application in the jurisdiction, or applies exclusively to the 
Grantee or cable television systems which contains provisions inconsistent with this franchise, 
shall prevail only if upon such exercise the Town finds an emergency exists constituting a 
danger to health, safety, property or general welfare or such exercise is mandated by law. 

7.09 CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE REQUIRED. 

No cable television system shall be allowed to occupy or use the streets, i.e. rights-of-way, for system 
installation and maintenance purposes, of the Town or be allowed to operate without a franchise. 

7.10 USE OF GRANTEE FACILITIES. 

The Town shall have the right, during the life of this franchise, to install and maintain free of charge upon the 
poles of the Grantee any wire or pole fixtures that do not unreasonably interfere with the cable television 
system operations of the Grantee. The Town shall indemnify and hold harmless the Grantee from any claim 
that might arise due to or as a result of the Town’s use. 

7.11 INITIAL FRANCHISE COSTS. 

Costs to be borne by the Grantee shall include any requirements or charges incidental to the awarding or 
enforcing of the initial franchise, but shall not be limited to, all costs of publications of notices prior to any 
public meeting provided for pursuant to this franchise, and any costs not covered by application fees, incurred 
by the Town in its study, preparation of proposal documents, evaluation of all applications, and examinations 
of the applicants’ qualifications. 
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7.12 NOTICES. 

All notices from the Grantee to the Town pursuant to this ordinance shall be to the Town Administrator’s 
Office. The Grantee shall maintain with the Town, throughout the term of this franchise, an address for service 
of notices by mail. The Grantee shall maintain a central office to address any issues relating to operating under 
this cable television ordinance. 

7.13 LETTER OF CREDIT/SECURITY DEPOSIT. 

(a) Within fifteen (15) days after the award of the initial franchise, the Grantee shall deposit with 
the Town either an irrevocable letter of credit from a financial institution or a security deposit in 
the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) with the form to be established by the Town. 
The form and content of such letter of credit or security deposit shall be approved by the Town 
Attorney. These instruments shall be used to insure the faithful performance of the grantee of 
all provisions of this Franchise; and compliance with all orders, permits and directions of any 
agency, commission, board, department, division, or office of the town having jurisdiction over 
its acts or defaults under this franchise, and the payment by the Grantee of any claims, liens, 
and taxes due the Town which arise by reason of the construction, operation or maintenance of 
the system. 

(b) The letter of credit or security deposit shall be maintained at the amount established by the 
Town for the entire term of this franchise, even if amounts have to be withdrawn pursuant to 
subsections (a) or (b) of this section. 

(c) If the Grantee fails to pay to the Town any compensation within the time fixed herein; or fails 
after fifteen (15) days notice to pay to the Town any taxes due and unpaid; or fails to repay the 
Town within fifteen (15) days, any damages, costs or expenses which the Town is compelled to 
pay by reason of any act or default of the Grantee in connection with this franchise, or fails, 
after three (3) days notice of such failure by the Town to comply with any provision of this 
franchise which the Town reasonably determines can be remedied by demand on the letter of 
credit or security deposit, the Town may immediately request payment of the amount thereof, 
with interest and any penalties, from the letter of credit or security deposit. Upon such request 
for payment, the Town shall notify the Grantee of the amount and date thereof. 

(d) The rights reserved to the Town with respect to the letter of credit are in addition to all other 
rights of the Town, whether reserved by this franchise or authorized by law, and no action, 
proceeding or exercise of a right with respect to such letter of credit shall affect any other right 
the Town may have. 

(e) The letter of credit shall contain the following endorsement: “It is hereby understood and 
agreed that this letter of credit or security deposit may not be canceled by the surety noir the 
intention not to renew be stated by the surety until thirty (30) days after receipt by the Town, 
by registered mail, of a written notice of such intention to cancel or not to renew.” 

(f) Upon receipt of the above-referenced notice, this shall be construed as a default granting the 
Town the right to call on the bank for either the security deposit or letter of credit. 

(g) The Town at any time during the term of this Ordinance, may waive Grantee’s requirement to 
maintain a letter of credit or security deposit. The invitation to waive the requirement can be 
initiated by the Town or Grantee. 
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7.14 PERFORMANCE BOND. 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the award of this franchise, the initial Grantee shall file with the 
Town a performance bond in the amount of not less than fifty percent (50%) of costs to install 
the system contained in the new application in favor of the Town. This bond shall be 
maintained throughout the construction period and until such time as determined by the Town, 
unless otherwise specified in a Franchise Agreement. 

(b) If the Grantee fails to comply with any law, ordinance or resolution governing the franchise, or 
fails to well and truly observe, fulfill and perform each term and condition of the franchise, as it 
relates to the conditions relative to the construction of the system, including the Franchise 
Agreement which is incorporated herein by reference, there shall be recoverable jointly and 
severally, from the principal and surety of the bond, any damages or loss suffered by the Town 
as a result, including the full amount of any compensation, indemnification, or cost of removal 
or abandonment of any property of the Grantee, plus a reasonable allowance for attorney’s 
fees, including the Town’s legal staff, and costs, up to the full amount of the bond. This section 
shall be an additional remedy for any and all violations outlined in Section 13.  

(c) The Town may, upon completion of construction of the service area, waive or reduce the 
requirement of the Grantee to maintain the bond. However, the Town may require a 
performance bond to be posted by the Grantee for any construction subsequent to the 
completion of the initial service areas, in a reasonable amount and upon such terms as 
determined by the Town. 

(d) The bond shall contain the following endorsement:  “It is hereby understood and agreed that 
this bond may not be canceled by the surety nor the intention not to renew be stated by the 
surety until thirty (30) days after receipt by the Town, by registered mail, a written notice of 
such intent to cancel and not to renew.” Upon receipt of a thirty-day notice, this shall be 
construed as default granting the Town the right to call in the bond. 

(e) The Town at any time during the term of this ordinance may, waive Grantee’s requirement to 
maintain a performance bond. The invitation to waive the requirement can be initiated by the 
Town or Grantee. 

7.15 LIABILITY AND INSURANCE. 

(a) The Grantee shall maintain and by its acceptance of the franchise specifically agrees that it will 
maintain throughout the term of the franchise, liability insurance insuring the Town and Grantee 
in the minimum amount of: 

(1) One million dollars ($1,000,000.00) for property damage to any one person; 

(2) One million dollars ($1,000,000.00) for property damage to any one accident; 

(3) One million dollars ($1,000,000.00) for personal injury to any one person; 

(4) One million dollars ($1,000.000.00) for personal injury in any one accident. 
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(b) The certificate of insurance obtained by the Grantee in compliance with this section is subject to 
the approval of the Town Attorney and such certificate of insurance, along with written 
evidence of payment of required premiums, shall be filed and maintained with the Town during 
the term of the franchise, and may be changed from time to time to reflect changing liability 
limits. The Grantee shall immediately advise the Town Attorney of any litigation that may 
develop that would affect this insurance.  

(c) Neither the provisions of this section nor any damages recovered by the Town thereunder, shall 
be construed to a limit the liability of the Grantee under any franchise issued hereunder or for 
damages. 

(d) All insurance policies maintained pursuant to this franchise shall contain the following 
endorsement:  “It is hereby understood and agreed that this insurance policy may not be 
canceled by the surety nor the intention no to renew be stated by the surety until thirty (30) 
days after receipt by the Town, by registered mail, a written notice of such intention to cancel 
or not to renew”. 

7.16 INDEMNIFICATION. 

(a) Disclaimer of Liability. 

The Town shall not at any time be liable for injury or damage occurring to any person or 
property from any cause whatsoever arising out of the construction, maintenance, repair, use, 
operation, condition or dismantling of the Grantee’s Telecommunication System and due to the 
act or omission of any person or entity other than the Town or those persons or entities for 
which the Town is legally liable as a matter of law. 

(b) Indemnification. 

The Grantee shall, at its sole cost and expense, indemnify and hold harmless the Town, the 
Commission, all associated, affiliated, allied and subsidiary entitles of the Town, now existing or 
hereinafter created, and their respective officers, boards, commissions, employees, agents, 
attorneys, and contractors (hereinafter referred to as “Indemnities”), from and against: 

(1) Any and all liability, obligation, damages, penalties, claims, liens, costs, charges, losses 
and expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable fees and expenses of attorneys; 
expert witnesses and consultants), which may be imposed upon, incurred by or be 
asserted against the Indemnities by reason of any act or omission of the Grantee, its 
personnel, employees, agents, contractors or subcontractors, resulting in personal 
injury, bodily injury, sickness, disease or death to any Person or damage to, loss of or 
destruction of tangible or intangible property, libel, slander, invasion of privacy and 
unauthorized use of any trademark, tradename, copyright, patent, service mark or any 
other right of any Person, firm or corporation, which may arise out of or be in any way 
connected with the construction, installation, operation, maintenance or condition of the 
Telecommunications System caused by Grantee, its subcontractors or agents or the 
Grantee’s failure to comply with any Federal, State or local statute, ordinance or 
regulation. 

(2) Any and all liabilities, obligations, damages, penalties, claims, liens, costs, charges, 
losses and expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable fees and expenses of 
attorneys, expert witnesses and other consultants), which is imposed upon, incurred by 
or asserted against the indemnities by reason of any claim or lien arising out of work, 
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labor, materials or supplies provided or supplied to the Grantee, its contractors or 
subcontractors, for the installation, construction, operation or maintenance of the 
Telecommunications System caused by Grantee, its subcontractors or agents upon 
written request of the Commission shall cause such claim or lien to be discharged or 
bonded within fifteen (15) days following such request. 

(3) Any and all liability, obligation, damages, penalties, claims, liens, costs, charges, losses 
and expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable fees and expenses of attorneys, 
expert witnesses and consultants), which may be imposed upon incurred by or be 
asserted against the Indemnities by reason of any financing or securities offering by 
Grantee or its Affiliates for violations of the common law or any laws, statutes, or 
regulations of the State of Wisconsin or United States, including those of the Federal 
Securities and Exchange Commission, whether by the Grantee or otherwise; excluding 
therefrom, however, claims which are solely based upon and shall arise solely out of 
information supplied by the Town to the Grantee in writing and including in the offering 
materials with the express written approval of the Town prior to the offering. 

(c) Assumption of Risk. 

The Grantee undertakes and assumes for its officers, agents, contractors and subcontractors 
and employees, all risk of dangerous conditions, if any, on or about any city owned or 
controlled property, including Public Rights-of-Way, and the Grantee hereby agrees to 
indemnify and hold harmless the Indemnities against and from any claim asserted or liability 
imposed upon the Indemnities for personal injury or property damage to any person arising out 
of the installation, operation, maintenance or condition of the Telecommunications System or 
the Grantee’s failure to comply with any federal, state or local statute, ordinance or regulation. 

(d) Defense of Indemnities. 

In the event any action or proceeding shall be brought against the Indemnities by reason of any 
matter for which the indemnities are indemnified hereunder, the Grantee shall, upon notice 
from any of the Indemnities, at the Grantee’s sole cost and expense, resist and defend the 
same with legal counsel mutually acceptable to the Town Attorney of the Town of Lisbon and 
Grantee provided further, however, that the Grantee shall not admit liability in any such matter 
on behalf of the Indemnities without the written consent of the Town Attorney or the Town of 
Lisbon or Town Attorney’s designee. 

 (e) Notice Cooperation and Expenses. 

The Town shall give the Grantee prompt notice of the making of any claim or the 
commencement of any action, suit or other proceeding covered by the provisions of this 
Section. Nothing herein shall be deemed to prevent the Town from cooperating with Grantee 
and participating in the defense of any litigation by the Town’s own counsel. The Grantee shall 
pay all reasonable expenses incurred by the Town in defending itself with regard to any such 
actions, suits or proceedings. These expenses shall include all out-of-pocket expenses such as 
attorney fees and shall also include the reasonable value of any services rendered by or on 
behalf of the Town Attorney if such service is determined necessary and appropriate by the 
Town Attorney and the actual expenses of the Town’s agents, employees or expert witnesses, 
and disbursements and liabilities assumed by the Town in connection with such suits, actions or 
proceedings. No recovery by the Town of any sum under the Letter of Credit shall be any 
limitations upon the liability of the Grantee to the Town under the terms of this section, except 
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that any sum so received by the Town shall be deducted from any recovery which the Town 
might have against the Grantee under the terms of this Section. 

(f) Nonwaiver of Statutory Limits. 

Nothing in this agreement is intended to express or imply a waiver of the statutory provisions, 
of any kind or nature, as set forth in Wisconsin Statutes Section 893.80et. seq., including the 
limits of liability of the Town as exists presently or may be increased from time to time by the 
legislature. 

7.17 RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS. 

(a) The Grantee shall not deny service, deny access, or otherwise discriminate against subscribers, 
channel users, or general citizens on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, income or 
sex. The Grantee shall comply at all times with all other applicable federal, state and local laws 
and regulations and all executive and administrative orders relating to nondiscrimination which 
are hereby incorporated and made part of this chapter by reference. 

(b) The Grantee shall strictly adhere to the equal employment opportunity requirements of the 
Federal Communications Commission, state and local regulations, and as amended from time to 
time. 

(c) The Grantee shall, at all times, comply with the privacy requirements of State and federal law. 

(d) Grantee is required to make all services available to all residential dwellings throughout the 
service area. 

7.18 PUBLIC NOTICE. 

Minimum public notice of any public meeting relating to this franchise shall be by publication at least once in a 
local newspaper of general circulation at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting, and by posting at the Town 
Hall. 

7.19 SERVICE AVAILABILITY AND RECORD REQUEST. 

The Grantee shall provide cable communications service throughout the entire franchise area pursuant to the 
provisions of this franchise and shall keep a record for at least three (3) years of all requests for service 
received by the Grantee. This record shall be available for public inspection at the local office of the Grantee 
during regular office hours. 

7.20 SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) New construction timetable. 

(1) Within two (2) years from the date of the award of the initial franchise, the Grantee 
must make cable television service available to every dwelling unit within the initial 
service area. 

(A) The Grantee must make cable television service available to at least twenty 
percent (20%) of the dwelling units within the initial service area within six (6) 
months from the date of the award of the franchise. 
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(B) The Grantee must make cable television service available to at least fifty percent 
(50%) of the dwelling units within the initial service area within one (1) year 
from the date of the award of the franchise. 

(2) The Grantee in its application if any, may propose a timetable of construction which will 
make cable television service available in the initial service area sooner than the above 
minimum requirements, in which case the said schedule will be made part of the 
franchise agreement, and will be binding upon the Grantee. 

(3) Any delay beyond the terms of this timetable, unless specifically approved by the Town, 
will be considered a violation of this chapter for which the provisions of either Sections 
37 or 46 shall apply, as determined by the Town. 

(4) In special circumstances the Town can waive one hundred percent (100%) completion 
within the town (2) year time frame provided substantial completion is accomplished 
within allotted time frame, substantial completion constructed to be not less than ninety-
five percent (95%) and justification for less than one hundred percent (100%) must be 
submitted subject to the satisfaction of the Town. 

(b) Line extensions: 

(1) In areas of the Franchise territory not included in the initial service areas, the Grantee 
shall be required to extend its system pursuant to the following requirements: 

(A) No customer shall be refused service arbitrarily. Grantee is hereby authorized to 
extend the Cable System as necessary within the Town. To expedite the process 
of extending the Cable System into a new sub-division, the Town will forward to 
the Grantee an approved engineering plan of each project. Subject to the density 
requirements, the Grantee shall commence the design and construction process 
upon receipt of the final engineering plan. Upon notification from the Town that 
the first home in the project has been approved by building permit; the Grantee 
shall have a maximum of three (3) months to complete the 
construction/activation process within the project phase. 

(B) The Grantee must extend and make cable television service available to every 
dwelling unit in all unserved, developing areas having at least twenty (20) 
dwelling units planned per street mile, as measured from the existing system, 
and shall extend its system simultaneously with the installation of utility lines. 

(C) The Grantee must extend and make cable television service available to any 
isolated resident outside the initial service area requesting connection at the 
standard connection charge, if the connection to the isolated resident would 
require no more than a standard one hundred seventy-five (175) foot drop line. 

(2) Early extension.  

In areas not meeting the requirements for mandatory extension of service, the Grantee 
shall provide, upon the request of a potential subscriber desiring service, an estimate of 
the costs required to extend service to the subscriber. The Grantee shall then extend 
service upon request of the potential subscriber. The Grantee may require advance 
payment or assurance of payment satisfactory to the Grantee. The amount paid by 
subscribers for early extensions shall be nonrefundable, and in the event the area 



CHAPTER 7 – CABLE FRANCHISE 
Page 13 of 31 
 

subsequently reaches the density required for mandatory extension, such payments 
shall be treated as consideration for early extension. 

(3) New development under grounding. In cases of new construction or property 
development where utilities are to be placed underground, the developer or property 
owner shall give the Grantee reasonable notice of such construction or development, 
and of the particular date on which open trenching will be available for the Grantee’s 
installation of conduit, pedestals and/or vaults, and laterals to be provided at the 
Grantee’s expense. The Grantee shall also provide specifications as needed for 
trenching. Costs of trenching and easements required to bring service to the 
development shall be borne by the developer or property owner; except that if the 
Grantee fails to install its conduit, pedestals and/or vaults, and laterals within five (5) 
working days of the date the trenches are available, as designated in the notice given by 
the developer or property owner, then should the trenches be closed after the five (5) 
day period, the cost of new trenching is to be borne by the Grantee. Except for the 
notice of the particular date on which trenching will be available to the Grantee, any 
notice provided to the Grantee by the Town of a preliminary plat request shall satisfy 
the requirement of reasonable notice if sent to the local general manager or system 
engineer of the Grantee prior to approval of the preliminary plat request. 

(c) Special agreements.  

Nothing herein shall be constructed to prevent the Grantee from serving areas not covered 
under this section upon agreement with developers, property owners, or residents provided that 
five percent (5%) of those gross revenues are paid to the Town as franchise fees under section 
27. 

(1) The grantee, in its application, may propose a line extension policy which will result in 
serving more residents of the Town than as required above, in which case the Grantee’s 
policy will be incorporated into the franchise agreement, and will be binding on the 
Grantee. 

(2) The violation of this section shall be considered a breach of the terms of this chapter for 
which the provisions of either Sections 37 or 46 shall apply, as determined by the Town. 

7.21 CONSTRUCTION AND TECHNICAL STANDARDS. 

(a) Compliance with construction and technical standards.  

The Grantee shall construct, install, operate and maintain its system in manner consistent with 
all laws, ordinances, construction standards, governmental requirements, and FCC technical 
standards. In addition, the Grantee shall provide the Town, upon request, with a written report 
of the results of the Grantee’s annual proof of performance tests conducted pursuant to Federal 
Communications Commission standards and requirements. 

(b) Additional specifications: 

(1) Construction, installation and maintenance of the cable television system shall be 
performed in an orderly and workmanlike manner. All cables and wires shall be installed, 
where possible, parallel with electric and telephone lines. Multiple cable configurations 
shall be arranged in parallel and bundled with due respect for engineering 
considerations. 
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(2) The Grantee shall at all time comply with: 

(A) National Electrical Safety Code (National Bureau of Standards); 

(B) National Electrical Code (National Bureau of Fire Underwriters); 

(C) Bell system Code of Pole Line Construction: and 

(D) Applicable FCC or other federal, state and local regulations. 

(3) In any event, the System shall not endanger or interfere with the safety of persons or 
property in the franchise area or other areas where the Grantee may have equipment 
located. 

(4) Any antenna structure used in the system shall comply with construction marking, and 
lighting of antenna structure, required by the United States Department of 
Transportation. 

(5) All working facilities and conditions used during construction, installation and 
maintenance of the cable television system shall comply with the standards of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

(6) RF leakage shall be checked at reception locations for emergency radio services to prove 
no interference signal combinations are possible, Stray radiation shall be measured 
adjacent to any proposed aeronautical navigation radio sites to prove no interference to 
airborne navigational reception in the normal flight patterns. FCC rules and regulations 
shall govern. 

(7) The Grantee shall maintain equipment capable of providing standby power for headend 
and transport system for a minimum of two (2) years. 

(8) In all areas of the Town where the cables, wires, and other like facilities of public 
utilities are placed underground, the Grantee shall place its cables, wires, or other like 
facilities underground. When public utilities relocate their facilities from pole to 
underground, the cable operator must concurrently do so. 

7.22 USE OF STREETS. 

(a) Interference with persons and improvements.  

The Grantee’s system, poles, wires and appurtenances shall be located, erected and maintained 
so that non of its facilities shall endanger or interfere with the lives of persons or interfere with 
the rights or reasonable convenience of property owners who adjoin any of the streets and 
public ways, or interfere with any improvements the Town may deem proper to make, or 
unnecessarily hinder or obstruct the free use of the streets, alleys, bridges, easements or public 
property. 

(b) Restoration to prior condition. 

In case of any disturbance of pavement, sidewalk, landscaping, driveway or other surfacing, the 
Grantee shall, at its own cost and expense and in a manner approved by the Town, replace and 
restore all paving, sidewalk, driveway, landscaping, or surface of any street or alley disturbed, 



CHAPTER 7 – CABLE FRANCHISE 
Page 15 of 31 
 

in as good condition as before the work was commenced and in accordance with standards for 
such work set by the Town. 

(c) Erection, removal and common uses of poles: 

(1) No poles or other wire-holding structures shall be erected by the Grantee without prior 
approval of the Town with regard to location, height, types, and any other pertinent 
aspect. However, no location of any pole or wire-holding structure of the Grantee shall 
be a vested interest and such poles or structures shall be removed or modified by the 
Grantee at its own expense whenever the Town determines that the public convenience 
would be enhanced thereby. 

(2) Where poles or other wire-holding structures already existing for use in serving the 
Town are available for use by the Grantee, but it does not make arrangements for such 
use, the Town may require the Grantee to use such poles and structures if it determines 
that the public convenience would be enhanced thereby and the terms of the use 
available to the Grantee are just and reasonable. 

(3) In the absence of any governing federal or state statute, where the Town or a public 
utility serving the Town desires to make use of the poles or other wire-holding 
structures of the Grantee, but agreement thereof with the Grantee cannot be reached, 
the Town may require the Grantee to permit such use for such consideration and upon 
such terms as the Town shall determine to be just and reasonable, if the Town 
determines that the use would enhance the public convenience and would not unduly 
interfere with the Grantee’s operation. 

(d) Relocation of the facilities. 

If at any time during the period of this franchise the Town shall lawfully elect to alter, or 
change the grade of any street, alley or other public ways, the Grantee, upon reasonable notice 
by the Town, shall remove or relocate as necessary its poles, wires, cables, underground 
conduits, manholes and other fixtures at its own expense unless the utilities are compensated, 
in which case the Grantee shall be similarly compensated. 

(e) Cooperation with building movers. 

The Grantee shall, on the request of any person holding a building moving permit issued by the 
Town, temporarily raise or lower its wires to permit the moving of buildings. The expense of 
such temporary removal, raising or lowering of wires shall be paid by the person requesting the 
same, and the Grantee shall have the authority to require such payment in advance. The 
Grantee shall be given not less than forty-eight (48) hours advance notice to arrange for such 
temporary wire changes. 

(d) Tree Trimming. 

The Gr`antee shall not remove any tree or trim any portion, either above, at or below ground 
level, of any tree within any public place without the prior consent of the Town. The Town shall 
have the right to do the trimming requested by the Grantee at the cost of the Grantee. 
Regardless of who performs the work requested by the Grantee, the Grantee shall be 
responsible, shall defend and hold Town harmless for any and all damages to any tree as a 
result of trimming, or to the land surrounding any tree, whether such tree is trimmed or 
removed. 
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7.23 OPERATIONAL STANDARDS. 

(a) The Grantee shall put, keep and maintain all parts of the system in good condition throughout 
the entire franchise period. 

(b) Upon the reasonable request for service by any person located within the franchise territory, 
the Grantee shall, within thirty (30) days, furnish the requested service to such person within 
terms of the line extension policy. A request for service shall be unreasonable for the purpose of 
this subsection if no trunk line installation capable of servicing that person’s block has as yet 
been installed. 

(c) The Grantee shall render efficient service, make repairs promptly, and interrupt service only for 
good cause and for the shortest time possible. Such interruptions, insofar as possible, shall be 
preceded by notice and shall occur during periods of minimum system use. 

(d) The Grantee shall not allow its cable or other operations to interfere with television reception of 
subscribers or persons not served by the Grantee, not shall the system interfere with, obstruct 
or hinder in any manner the operation of the various utilities serving the residents within the 
confines of the Town nor shall other utilities interfere with the Grantee’s system. 

(e) The Grantee shall have knowledgeable, qualified Grantee representatives available to respond 
to customer telephone inquiries twenty-four (24) hours per day and seven days per week. 

 (f) Under normal operating conditions, telephone answer time, including wait time and the time 
required to transfer the call, shall not exceed thirty (30) seconds. This standard shall be met no 
less the ninety percent (90%) of the time as measured on an annual basis. 

(g) Under normal operating conditions, the customer will receive a busy signal less than three 
percent (3`%) of the total time that the office is open for business. 

(h) Standard installations will be performed within seven business days after an order has been 
placed. A standard installation is one that is within one hundred seventy-five (175) feet of the 
existing system. 

(i) Excluding those situations which are beyond its control, the Grantee will respond to any Service 
Interruption promptly and in no event later than twenty-four (24) hours from the time of initial 
notification. All other regular service requests will be responded to within thirty-six (36) hours 
during the normal work week for that system. The appointment window alternatives for 
installations, service calls and other installation activities will be: “morning;” or “afternoon;” not 
exceed a four-hour “window” during normal business hours for the system, or at a time that is 
mutually acceptable. The Grantee will schedule supplemental hours during which appointments 
can be scheduled based on the needs of the community. If at any time an installer or technician 
is running late, an attempt to contact the customer will be made and the appointment 
rescheduled as necessary at a time that is convenient to the customer.  

(j) Customer service centers and bill payments locations will be open for walk-in customer 
transactions a minimum of eight (8) hours a day Monday through Friday, unless there is a need 
to modify those hours because the location for customers served. The Grantee and Town by 
mutual consent will establish supplemental hours on weekdays and weekends if it would fit the 
needs of the community. 

(k) Subscriber credit for outages. Upon service interruption and/or outages of subscriber’s cable 
service, the following shall apply: 

(1) For service interruptions and/or outages of over four (4) hours and up to seven (7) 
days, the Grantee shall provide, at the subscriber’s request, a credit of one-thirtieth 
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(1/30) of one month’s fees for affected services for each twenty-four (24) hour period 
service is interrupted for four (4) or more hours for any single subscriber, with the 
exception of subscribers disconnected because of non-payment or excessive signal 
leakage. 

(2) For service interruptions and/or outages of seven (7) days or more in one month, the 
Grantee shall provide, at the subscriber’s request, a full month’s credit for affected 
services for all affected subscribers. 

(l) The Grantee will provide written information in each of the following areas at the time of 
installation and at any future time upon the request of the customer: 

 (1)  Product and services offered 

 (2) Prices and service options 

 (3) Installation and service policies 

(4) How to use the telecommunications services 

(m) Bills will be clear, concise and understandable, with all cable services itemized. 

(n) Credits will be issued promptly, but no later than the customer’s next billing cycle following the 
resolution of the request and the return of the equipment by the Grantee if service has been 
terminated. 

(o) Customers will be notified a minimum of thirty (30) days in advance of any rate of channel 
change, provided that the change is within the control of the Grantee. 

(p) The Grantee shall maintain and operate its network in accordance with the rules and 
regulations as are incorporated herein or may be promulgated by the Federal Communication 
Commissions, the United States Congress, or the State of Wisconsin. 

(q) The Grantee shall continue, through the term of the franchise, to maintain the technical 
standards and quality of service set forth in this chapter. Should the Town find, by resolution 
that the Grantee has failed to maintain these technical standards and quality of service, Grantee 
shall be required to implement a plan for resolution. Failure to make such improvements within 
three (3) months of such resolution will constitute a breach of a condition for which penalties 
contained in Section 46 are applicable. 

(r) The Grantee shall keep a monthly service log which will indicate the nature of each service 
complaint received in the last twenty-four (24) months, the date and time it was received, the 
disposition of said complaint, and the time and date thereof. This log shall be made available 
for periodic inspection by the Town. 

7.24 CONTINUITY OF SERVICE MANDATORY. 

(a) It shall be the right of all subscribers to continue receiving service insofar as their financial and 
other obligations to the Grantee are honored. If the Grantee elects to over build, rebuild, 
modify or sell the system, or the Town gives notice of intent to terminate or fails to renew this 
franchise, the Grantee shall act so as to ensure that all subscribers receive continuous, 
uninterrupted service regardless of the circumstance. 

(b) If there is a change of franchise, or if a new operator acquires the system, the Grantee shall 
cooperate with the Town, new franchisee or operator in maintaining continuity of service to all 
subscribers. During such period, the Grantee shall be entitled to the revenues for any period 
during which it operates the system, and shall be entitled to reasonable costs for its services 
until it no longer operates the system. 
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(c) If the Grantee fails to operate the system for seven (7) consecutive days without prior approval 
of the Town or without just cause, the Town may, at its option, operate the system or 
designate an operator until such time as the Grantee restores service under conditions 
acceptable to the Town or a permanent operator is selected. If the Town is required to fulfill 
this obligation for the Grantee, the Grantee shall reimburse the Town for all reasonable costs or 
damages in excess of revenues from the system received by the Town that are the result of the 
Grantee’s failure to perform. 

7.25 COMPLAINT PROCEDURE. 

(a) The Town Administrator is designated as having primary responsibility for the continuing 
administration of the franchise and implementation of complain procedures. 

(b) During the terms of this franchise, and any renewal thereof, the Grantee shall maintain a 
central office for the purpose of receiving and resolving all complaints regarding the quality of 
service, equipment malfunctions, and similar matters. The office must be reachable by a local, 
toll-free telephone call to receive to receive complaints regarding quality of service, equipmental 
functions and similar matters. The Grantee will use its good faith efforts to arrange for one or 
more payment locations in a central location where customers can pay bills or conduct other 
business activities. 

(c) As subscribers are connected or reconnected to the system, the Grantee shall, by appropriate 
means, such as a card or brochure, furnish information concerning the procedures for making 
inquiries or complaints, including the name, address and local telephone number of the 
employee or employees or agent to whom such inquiries or complaints are to be addressed. 

(d) When there have been similar complaints made, or where there exists other evidence, which, in 
the judgment of the Town, casts doubt on the reliability or quality of cable service, the Town 
shall have the right and authority to require the Grantee to test, analyze and report on the 
performance of the system. The Grantee shall fully cooperate with the Town in performing such 
testing and shall prepare results and a report, if requested, within thirty (30) days after notice. 
Such report shall include the following information: 

(1) The nature of the complaint or problem which precipitated the special tests; 

(2) What system component was tested; 

(3) The equipment used and procedures employed in testing; 

(4) The method, if any, in which such complaint or problem was resolved; 

(5) Any other information pertinent to the tests and analysis which may be required. 

The Town may require that tests be supervised, by an independent professional engineer or 
equivalent of the Town’s choice. The engineer should sign all records of special tests and 
forward to the Town such records with a report interpreting the results of the tests and 
recommending actions to be taken. Should such a test prove that the Grantee failed to meet 
the technical standard, the Grantee shall bear the cost of the test. If the test should prove that 
the Grantee met the technical standards, the Town shall bear the cost of the test. 

The Town’s right under this section shall be limited to requiring tests, analysis and reports 
covering specific subjects and characteristics based on complaints or other evidence when and 
under such circumstances as the Town has reasonable grounds to believe that the complaints 
or other evidence require that tests be performed to protect the public against substandard 
cable service. 
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7.26 GRANTEE RULE AND REGULATIONS. 

The Grantee shall have the authority to promulgate such rules, regulations, terms and conditions governing 
the conduct of its business as shall be reasonably necessary to enable the Grantee to exercise its rights and 
perform its obligations under this franchise, and to assure an uninterrupted service to each and all of its 
customers; provided, however, that such rules, regulations, terms and conditions shall not be in conflict with 
the provisions hereof or applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations. 

7.27 FRANCHISE FEE. 

(a) For reason that the streets of the Town to be used by the Grantee in the operation of its system 
within the boundaries of the Town are valuable public properties acquired and maintained by 
the Town at great expense to its taxpayers, and that the grant to the Grantee to the Streets is a 
valuable property right without which the Grantee would be required to invest substantial 
capital in right-of-way costs and acquisitions, the Grantee shall pay to the Town an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the Grantee’s Gross Annual revenue from the operations of the 
Grantee within the confines of the Town or contract area. If the statutory five percent (5%) 
limitation on franchise fees is raised or the federal statute deletes the franchise fee limitation 
entirely, then the franchise fee may be subject to renegotiation. 

(b) This payment shall be in addition to any other tax or payment owed to the Town by the 
Grantee. 

(c) The Franchise fee and any other costs or penalties assessed shall be payable quarterly on a 
calendar year basis to the Town and the Grantee shall file a complete and accurate verified 
statement of all gross receipts as previously defined within forty-five (45) days after the quarter 
as established between the Town and Grantee. 

(d) The Town shall have the right to inspect the Grantee’s income records and the right to audit 
and to recompute any amounts determined to be payable under this chapter; provided, 
however, that such audit shall take place within twenty-four (24) months following the close of 
each of the Grantee’s fiscal years. Any additional amount due to the Town as a result of the 
audit shall be paid within thirty (30) days following written notice to the Grantee by the Town 
which notice shall include a copy of the audit report. 

(e) If any franchise payment or recomputed amount, cost or penalty, is not made on or before the 
applicable dates heretofore specified, interest shall be charges daily from such date at the legal 
maximum rate charge by the U.S. Internal Revenue service for such tax payments and the 
Grantee shall reimburse the Town for any additional expenses and costs incurred by the Town 
by reason of the delinquent payment(s). 

7.28 TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL. 

(a) Except as may be provided in a franchise agreement, this franchise shall not be assigned or 
transferred, either in whole or in part, or leased, sublet or mortgaged in any manner, or shall 
title thereto, either legal or equitable or any right, interest or property therein, pass to or vest in 
any person without the prior written consent of the Town. The Grantee may, however, transfer 
or assign the franchise to a wholly owned subsidiary of the Grantee and such subsidiary may 
transfer or assign the franchise back to the Grantee without such consent, providing that such 
assignment is without any release of liability of the Grantee. The proposed assignee must show 
financial responsibility as determined by the Town and must agree to comply with all provisions 
of the Franchise. The Town shall have one-hundred and twenty (120) days to act upon any 
request for approval of such a sale or transfer submitted in writing that contains or is 
accompanied by such information as is required in accordance with FCC regulations and by the 
Town of Lisbon. The Town shall be deemed to have consented to a proposed transfer or 
assignment if its refusal to consent is not communicated in writing to the Grantee within one-
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hundred and twenty (120) days following receipt of written notice and the necessary 
information as to the effect of the proposed transfer or assignment upon the public unless the 
requesting party and the Town agree to an extension of time. The Town shall not unreasonably 
withhold such consent to the proposed transfer. 

(b) Except as may be provided in a franchise agreement, the Grantee shall promptly notify the 
Town of any actual or proposed change in, or transfer of, or acquisition by any other party of, 
control of the Grantee. The work “control” as used herein is not limited to major stockholders 
but includes actual working control in whatever manner exercised. A rebuttable resumption that 
a transfer of control has occurred shall arise upon the acquisition or accumulation by any 
person or group of persons of ten (10) percent of the voting shares of the Grantee. Every 
change, transfer or acquisition of control of the Grantee shall make the franchise subject to 
cancellation unless and until the Town shall have consented thereto, which consent will not be 
reasonably withheld. For the purpose of determining whether it shall consent to such change, 
transfer or acquisition of control, the Town may inquire into the qualification of the prospective 
controlling party, and Grantee shall assist the Town in such inquiry. 

(c) The consent or approval of the Town to any transfer of the Grantee shall not constitute a 
waiver or release of the rights of the Town in and to the streets, and any transfer shall by its 
terms, be expressly subordinate to the terms and conditions of this franchise. 

(d) In the absence of extraordinary circumstances, the Town will not approve any transfer or 
assignment of an initial franchise prior to substantial completion of construction of the proposed 
system. 

(e) In no event shall a transfer of ownership or control be approved without the successor in 
interest becoming a signatory to this franchise agreement. 

7.29 AVAILABILITY OF BOOKS AND RECORDS. 

(a) The Grantee shall fully cooperate in making available at reasonable time, and the Town shall 
have the right to inspect, where reasonably necessary to the enforcement of the franchise, 
books, records, maps, plans and other materials of the Grantee applicable to the cable 
television system, at any time during normal business hours; provided where volume and 
convenience necessitate, the Grantee may require inspection to take place on the Grantee 
premises. 

(b) The following records and/or reports are to be made available to the Town upon request, but 
no more frequently than on an annual basis unless mutually agreed upon by the Grantee and 
the Town: 

(1) A quarterly review and resolution or progress report submitted by the Grantee to the 
Town;  

(2) Periodic preventive maintenance reports; 

(3) Any copies of FCC Form 395-A (or successor form) or any supplemental forms related to 
equal opportunity or fair contracting polices; 

(4) Subscriber inquiry/complaint resolution data and the right to review documentation 
concerning these inquiries and/or complaints periodically; 

(5) Periodic construction update reports, including where appropriate the submission of as-
built maps. 
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7.30 OTHER PETITIONS AND APPLICATIONS. 

Copies of all petitions, applications, communications and report either submitted by the Grantee to the Federal 
Communications Commission, Securities and Exchange Commission, or any other federal or state regulatory 
commission or agency having jurisdiction in respect to any matters affecting cable television operations 
authorized pursuant to the franchise or received from such agencies shall be provided to the Town upon 
request. 

7.31 FISCAL REPORTS. 

(a) The Grantee shall file annually with the Town no late than one-hundred and twenty (120) days after 
the end of the Grantee fiscal year, a copy of a gross revenues statement certified by an officer of the 
Grantee. 

7.32 REMOVAL OF CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM. 

At the expiration of the terms for which this franchise is granted and any renewal denied, or upon its 
termination as provided herein, the Grantee shall forthwith, upon notice by the Town, remove at its own 
expense all designated portions of the cable television system from all streets and public property within the 
Town. If the Grantee fails to do so, the Town may perform the work at the Grantee’s expense. Upon such 
notice of removal, a bond shall be furnished by the Grantee in an amount sufficient to cover this expense. 

7.33 REQUIRED SERVICES AND FACILITIES. 

(a) The cable television system shall have a minimum channel capacity of seventy-seven (77) 
channels and at least seven-hundred and fifty (750) MHz of bandwidth available for future use. 

(b) Such system shall maintain a plant having the technical capacity for “two-way” communications. 

(c) The grantee shall maintain the following: 

(1) At least one (1) specially-designated, noncommercial public access channel available on 
a first-come, nondiscriminatory basis; 

(2) At lease one (1) specially-designated channel for use by local educational authorities; 

(3) At lease one (1) specially-designated channel for local governmental uses; 

(4) At least one (1) specially-designated channel for leased access uses. 

(5) Provided, however, these uses may be combined on one or more channels until such 
time as additional channels become necessary in the opinion of the Town. Financial and 
technical support, replacement and maintenance of equipment of this facility shall be 
separately incorporated into a Franchise Agreement. 

(6) An Institutional Network (I-Net) of cable, optical, electrical or electronic equipment, used 
for the purpose of transmitting two-way telecommunications signals interconnecting 
designated entities as set forth in the Franchise Agreement and mutually agreed to by 
the Grantee and the Grantor. Such Institutional Network may be provided as needed by 
Utilizing Capacity on the subscriber system. 

(d) The Grantee shall incorporate into its cable television system the capacity which will permit the 
Town, in times of emergency, to override, by remote control, the audio of all channels 
simultaneously which the Grantee may lawfully override. The Grantee shall provide emergency 
broadcast capacity pursuant to FCC rules. The Grantee shall cooperate with the Town in the use 
and operation of the emergency alert override system. 

(1) The Grantee may be required to interconnect its system with other adjacent cable 
television systems for the purpose of sharing public, educational, and governmental 
access programming. Such interconnection shall be made within a reasonable time limit 
to be established by the Town. 



CHAPTER 7 – CABLE FRANCHISE 
Page 22 of 31 
 

(2) Interconnection procedure: Upon receiving the directive of the Town to interconnect, 
the Franchise shall immediately initiate negotiations with the other affected system or 
systems in order that all costs may be shared equally among cable companies for both 
construction and operation of the interconnection link. 

(3) Relief: The Franchise may be granted reasonable extensions of time to interconnect or 
the Town may rescind its order to interconnect upon petition by the franchisee to the 
Town. The Town shall grant the request if it finds that the franchisee has negotiated in 
good faith and has failed to obtain an approval from the operator or franchising 
authority of system to be interconnected or the cost of the interconnection would cause 
an unreasonable or unacceptable increase in subscriber rates. 

 (4) Cooperation Required: The Grantee shall cooperate with any interconnection 
corporation, regional interconnection authority or Town, county, state and federal 
regulatory agency which may be hereafter established for the purpose of regulating, 
financing, or otherwise providing for the interconnection of cable systems beyond the 
boundaries of the Town. 

(5) Initial technical requirements to assure future interconnection capability: 

(A) All cable systems receiving franchises to operate within the Town shall use the 
standard frequency allocations for television signals. 

(B) All cable systems are required to use signal processors at the headend for each 
television signal. 

(C) The Town also urges franchisees to provide local origination equipment that is 
compatible throughout the area so that video cassettes or videotapes can be 
shard by various systems. 

(D) Grantee shall provide such additional services and facilities as are contained in its 
application, if any. 

7.34 RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

(a) In addition to the inherent powers of the town to regulate and control this cable television 
franchise, and those powers expressly reserved by the Tow, or agreed to and provided for 
herein, the right and power is hereby reserved by the Town to promulgate such additional 
regulations as it shall find necessary in the exercise of its lawful powers and furtherance of the 
terms and conditions of this franchise; provided, however, that such rules, regulations, terms 
and conditions shall not be in conflict with the provisions hereof or applicable state and federal 
laws, rules and regulations. 

(b) The Town may also adopt such regulations at the request of Grantee upon application. 

7.35 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION SESSIONS. 

(a) The Town and the Grantee may hold scheduled performance evaluation sessions within thirty 
(30) days of the third (3rd), sixth (6th), and twelfth (12th) anniversary dates of the Grantee’s 
award or renewal of the franchise and as may be required by federal and state law. All 
evaluation sessions shall be open to the public. 

(b) Special evaluation sessions may be held at any time during the term of the franchise at the 
request of the Town or the Grantee. 

(c) All evaluation sessions shall be open to the public and announced in a newspaper of general 
circulation in accordance with legal notice. The Grantee shall notify its subscribers of all 
evaluation sessions by announcements on at least one (1) channel of its system between the 
hours of 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., for five (5) consecutive days preceding each session. 
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(d) Topics which may be discussed at any scheduled or special evaluation session may include, but 
not be limited to, service rates structures; franchise fee, penalties, free or discounted services, 
application of new technologies; system performance; services provided; programming offered; 
customer complaints, privacy; amendments to this ordinance; judicial and FCC rulings; line 
extension policies; and Grantee or Town rules. 

(e) Members of the general public may add topics either by working through the negotiating parties 
or by presenting a petition. If such a petition bears the valid signatures of fifty (50) or more 
residents of the Town, the proposed topic or topics shall be added to the list of topics to be 
discussed at the evaluation session. 

7.36 RATE CHANGE PROCEDURES. 

Pursuant to the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, the Town of Lisbon is 
currently certified to regulate the Basic Service rates charges by Grantee. Under these rules, Grantee is 
required to obtain approval from the Town for a rate increase for any change to the rates for Basic Service. 
Should Federal or State law permit further rate regulation and adopt appropriate procedures for such 
regulation. 

7.37 FORFEITURE AND TERMINATION. 

(a) In addition to all other rights and powers retained by the Town under this franchise or 
otherwise, the Town reserves the right to forfeit and terminate the franchise and all rights and 
privileges of the Grantee hereunder in the event of a substantial breach of its terms and 
conditions. A substantial breach by the Grantee shall include, but shall not be limited to the 
following: 

(1) Violation of any material provision of the franchise or any material rule, order, regulation 
or determination of the Town made pursuant to the franchise; 

(2) Attempt to evade any material provision of the franchise or practice any fraud or deceit 
upon the Town or its subscribers or customers; 

(3) Failure to begin to complete system construction or system extension as provided under 
section 20; 

(4) Failure to provide the services promised in the Grantee’s application if any as 
incorporated herein by section 4; 

(5) Failure to restore service after ninety-six (96) consecutive hours of interrupted service, 
except when approval of such interruption is obtained from the Town; or 

(6) Material misrepresentation of fact in the application for or negotiation of the franchise. 

(b) The foregoing shall not constitute a major breach if the violation occurs but is without fault of 
the Grantee or occurs as a result of circumstances beyond it control. The Grantee shall not be 
excused by mere economic hardship nor by misfeasance or malfeasance of its directors, officers 
or employees. 

(c) The Town may make a written demand that the Grantee comply with any such provision, rule, 
order or determination under or pursuant to this franchise. If the violation by the Grantee 
continues for a period of thirty (30) days following such written demand without written proof 
that the corrective action has been taken or is being actively and expeditiously pursued, the 
Town may place the issue of termination of the franchise before the Town Board. The Town 
shall cause to be served upon the Grantee, at least twenty (20) days prior to the date of such 
meeting, a written notice of intent to request such termination and the time and place of the 
meeting. Public notice shall be given of the meeting and the issue(s) which the Board is to 
consider. 
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(d) The Town Board shall hear and consider the issue(s) and shall hear any person interested 
therein and shall determine in its discretion whether or not any violation by the Grantee has 
occurred. 

(e) If the Town Board shall determine the violation by the Grantee was the fault of the Grantee and 
within its control, the Board may, by resolution declare that the franchise of the Grantee shall 
be forfeited and terminated unless there is compliance within such period as the Board may fix, 
such period shall not be less than sixty (60) days, provided no opportunity for compliance need 
be granted for fraud or misrepresentation. 

(f) The issue of forfeiture and termination shall automatically be placed upon the Board agenda at 
the expiration of the time set by it for compliance. The Board then may terminate the franchise 
forthwith upon finding that the Grantee has failed to achieve compliance or may further extend 
the period, in its discretion. 

7.38 FORECLOSURE. 

Upon the foreclosure or other judicial sale of all or a substantial part of the system, or upon the termination of 
any lease covering all or a substantial part of the system, the Grantee shall notify the Town of such fact, and 
such notification shall be treated as a notification that a change in control of the Grantee has taken place, and 
the provisions of this franchise governing the consent of the Town to such change in control of the Grantee 
shall apply. 

7.39 RIGHT OF ACQUISITION BY THE TOWN. 

(a) Federal regulations as per U.S.C. 537 shall apply to the right of acquisition by the Town. In the 
event that the relevant federal regulations are repealed, the guidelines specified in section (b) 
below shall apply. 

(b) Upon the expiration of the term of the franchise and denial of any renewal or upon any other 
termination thereof as provided herein the Town at its election and upon the payment to the 
Grantee of a price equal to the fair market value shall have the right to purchase and take over 
the system upon resolution by the Town Board. If the Town has denied the Grantee’s petition 
for renewal of its franchise as provided by Section 7, the Town must exercise its option to 
purchase the system within sixty (60) days of the denial of renewal and at least six (6) months 
prior to the end of the franchise. Nothing shall prohibit the Grantee in the event of the election 
of the Town to purchase the system from requesting the court to set a reasonable bond of the 
Town to secure the purchase price. The Grantee shall execute such warranty deeds and other 
instruments as may be necessary. 

7.40 RECEIVERSHIP. 

The town shall have the right to cancel this franchise one-hundred (120) days after the appointment of a 
receiver, or trustee, to take over and conduct the business of the Grantee, whether in receivership, 
reorganization, bankruptcy or other action or proceeding unless such receivership or trusteeship shall have 
been vacated prior to the expiration of one-hundred twenty (120) days, or unless: 

(a) Within one-hundred twenty (120) days after his/her election or appointment, such receiver or 
trustee shall have fully complied with all the provisions of this chapter and remedied all defaults 
thereunder; and 

(b) Such receiver or trustee, within the one-hundred twenty (120) days, shall have executed an 
agreement, duly approved by the court having jurisdiction in the premises, whereby such 
receiver or trustee assumes and agrees to be bound by each and every provision of this chapter 
and the franchise granted to the Grantee. 
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7.41 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this franchise to the contrary, the Grantee shall at all 
times comply with all laws and regulation of the state and federal government or any 
administrative agencies thereof; provided, however, if any such state or federal law or 
regulation shall require the Grantee to perform any service, or shall permit the Grantee to 
perform any service, or shall prohibit the Grantee from performing any service, in conflict with 
the terms of this franchise or of any law or regulation of the Town, then as soon as possible 
following knowledge thereof, the Grantee shall notify the Town of the point of conflict believed 
to exist between such regulation or law and the laws or regulations of the Town or this 
franchise. 

(b) If the Town determines that a material provision of this chapter is affected by any subsequent 
action of the state of federal government, the Town and the Grantee shall negotiate to modify 
any of the provisions herein to such reasonable extent as may be necessary to carry out the full 
intent and purpose of this agreement. 

7.42 LANDLORD/TENANT. 

(a) Interference with cable service prohibited. 

Neither the owner of any multiple unit residential swelling nor his agent or representative shall 
interfere with the right of any tenant or lawful resident thereof to receive cable communication 
service, cable installation or maintenance from a cable communication Grantee regulated by 
and lawfully operating under a valid and existing franchise issued by the Town. 

(b) Gratuities and payments to permit service prohibited.  

Neither the owner of any multiple unit residential dwelling nor his agent or representative shall 
ask, demand or receive any payment, service or gratuity in any form as a condition for 
permitting or cooperating with the installation of a cable communication service to the dwelling 
unit occupied by a tenant or resident requesting service. 

 (c) Penalties and charges to tenants for service prohibited.  

Neither the owner or any multiple unit residential dwelling nor his agent or representative shall 
penalize, charge or surcharge a tenant or resident or forfeit or threaten to forfeit any right of 
such tenant or resident, or discriminate in any way against such tenant or resident who 
requests or receives cable communication service from a Grantee operating under a valid and 
existing cable communication franchise issued by the Town. 

(d) Reselling service prohibited.  

No person shall resell, without the expressed, written consent of both the Grantee and the 
Town, any cable service, program or signal transmitted by a cable communication Grantee 
under a franchise issued by the Town. 

(e) Protection of property permitted.  

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a person from requiring that cable communication system 
facilities conform to laws and regulations and reasonable conditions necessary to protect safety, 
functioning, appearance and value of premises or the convenience and safety of person or 
property. 

(f) Risks assumed by Grantee. 

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a person from requiring a Grantee from agreeing to 
indemnify the owner, or his agents or representatives for damages or from liability for damages 
caused by the installation, operation, maintenance or removal of cable communication facilities. 
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7.43 APPLICANT’S BIDS FOR INITIAL FRANCHISE. 

(a) All bids received by the Town from the applicants for an initial franchise will become the sole 
property of the Town. 

(b) The Town reserves the right to reject any and all bids and waive informalities and/or 
technicalities where the best interest of the Town may be served. 

(c) All questions regarding the meaning or intent of this chapter or application documents shall be 
submitted to the Town in writing. Replies will be issued by addenda mailed or delivered to all 
parties recorded by the Town as having received the application documents. The Town reserves 
the right to make extensions of time for receiving bids as it deems necessary. Questions 
received less than fourteen (14) days prior to the date for the opening of bids will not be 
answered. Only replies to questions by written addenda will be binding. All bids must contain an 
acknowledgement of receipt of all addenda. 

(d) Bids must be sealed, and submitted at the time and place indicated in the application 
documents for the public opening. Bids may be modified at any time prior to the opening of the 
bids, provided that any modifications must be duly executed in the manner that the applicant’s 
bid must be executed. No bid shall be opened or inspected before the public opening. 

(e) Before submitting a bid, each applicant must: 

(1) Examine this chapter and the application documents thoroughly; 

(2) Familiarize himself/herself with local conditions that may in any manner affect 
performance under the franchise; 

(3) Familiarize himself/herself with federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules and 
regulations affecting performance under the franchise; and 

(4) Carefully correlate the bid with the requirements of this chapter and the application 
documents. 

(f) The Town may make such investigations as it deems necessary to determine the ability of the 
applicant to perform under the franchise, and the applicant shall furnish to the Town all such 
information and data for this purpose as the Town may request. The Town reserves the right to 
reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or investigation of, such applicant fails to satisfy the 
Town that such applicant is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the franchise and 
to complete the work contemplated therein. Conditional bids will not be accepted. 

(g) All bid received shall be placed in a secure depository approved by the Town and not opened 
nor inspected prior to the public opening. 

7.44 FINANCIAL, CONTRACTUAL, SHAREHOLDER AND SYSTEM DISCLOSURE FOR INITIAL 
FRANCHISES. 

(a) No initial franchise will be granted to any applicant unless all requirements and demands of the 
Town regarding financial, contractual, shareholder and system disclosure have been met. 

(b) Applicants, including all shareholders and parties with any interest in the applicant, shall fully 
disclose all agreements and undertakings, whether written or oral, or implied with any person, 
firm, group, association or corporation with respect to this franchise and the proposed cable 
television system. The Grantee of this franchise shall disclose all other contracts to the Town as 
the contracts are made. This section shall include, but not be limited to, any agreements 
between local applicants and national companies. 
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(c) Applicants, including all shareholders and parties with any interest in the applicant, shall submit 
all requested information as provided by the terms of this chapter or the application documents, 
which are incorporated herein by reference. The requested information must be complete and 
verified as true by the applicant. 

(d) Applicants, including all shareholders and parties with any interest in the applicant, shall 
disclose the numbers of shares of stock, and the holders thereof, and shall include the amount 
of consideration for each share of stock and the nature of the consideration. 

(e) Applicants, including all shareholders and parties with any interest in the applicant, shall 
disclose any information required by the application documents regarding other cable systems 
in which they hold an interest of any nature, including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) Locations of all other franchises and the dates of award for each location; 

(2) Estimated construction costs and estimated completion dates for each system; 

(3) Estimated number of miles of construction and number of miles completed in each 
system as of the date of this application; and 

(4) Date for completion of construction as promised in the application for each system. 

(f) Applicants, including all shareholders and parties with any interest in the applicant, shall 
disclose any information required by the application documents regarding pending applications 
for other cable systems, including but not limited to, the following: 

(1) Location of other franchise applications and date of application for each system; 

(2) Estimated dates of franchise awards; 

(3) Estimated number of miles of construction; and 

(4) Estimated construction costs. 

7.45 THEFT OF SERVICES AND TAMPERING. 

(a) No person may intentionally do any of the following: 

(1) Obtain or attempt to obtain cable television service from a company by trick, artifice, 
deception, use of an illegal device or illegal decoder or other fraudulent means with the 
intent to deprive that company of any or all lawful compensation for rendering each type 
of service obtained. The intent required for a violation of this paragraph may be inferred 
from the presence on the property and in the actual possession of the defendant of a 
device not authorized by the cable television company, the major purpose of which is to 
permit reception of cable television services without payment. This inference is rebutted 
if the defendant demonstrates that he or she purchased that devise for a legitimate use. 

(2) Give technical assistance or instruction to any person in obtaining or attempting to 
obtain any cable television service without payment of all lawful compensation to the 
company providing that service. This paragraph does not apply if the defendant 
demonstrates that the technical assistance or instruction was given or the installation of 
the connection, descrambler or receiving device was for a legitimate use. 

(3) Make or maintain a connection, whether physical, electrical, mechanical, acoustical or by 
other means, with any cables, wires, components or other devices used for the 
distribution of cable television services for the purpose of distributing cable television 
service to any other dwelling unit without authority from a cable television company. 

(4) Make or maintain a connection, whether physical, electrical, mechanical, acoustical or by 
other means, with any cables, wires, components or other devices used for the 
distribution of cable television services for the purpose of obtaining cable television 
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service without payment of all lawful compensation to the company providing the 
service. The intent required for a violation of this paragraph may be inferred from proof 
that the cable service to the defendant’s residence or business was connected under a 
service agreement with the defendant and has been disconnected by the cable television 
company and that thereafter there exists in fact a connection to the cable system at the 
defendant’s residence or business. 

(5) Make or maintain any modification or alteration to any device installed with the 
authorization of a cable television company for the purpose of intercepting or receiving 
any program or other service carried by that company which that person is not 
authorized by that company to receive. The intent required for a violation of this 
paragraph may be inferred from proof that, as a matter of standard procedure, the 
cable television company places written warning labels on its converters or decoders if 
found to have been tampered with, altered or modified so as to allow the reception or 
interception of programming carried by the cable television company without authority 
to do so. The tier of fact may also infer that a converter or decoder has been altered or 
modified from proof that the cable television company, as a matter of standard 
procedure, seals the converters or decoders with a label or mechanical device, that the 
seal was shown to the customer upon delivery of the decoder and that the seal has 
been removed or broken. The inferences under this paragraph are rebutted if the cable 
television company cannot demonstrate that the intact seal was shown to the customer. 

(6) Possess without authority any device or printed circuit board designed to receive from a 
cable television system any cable television programming or services offered for sale 
over that cable television system, whether or not the programming or services are 
encoded, filtered, scrambled or otherwise made unintelligible, or perform or facilitate the 
performance of any of the acts under pars. (1) to (5) with the intent that device or 
printed circuit to be used to receive that cable television company’s services without 
payment. Intent to violate this paragraph for direct or indirect commercial advantage or 
private financial gain may be inferred from proof of the existence on the property and in 
the actual possession of the defendant of a device if the totality of circumstances, 
including quantities or volumes, indicates possession for resale. 

(7) Manufacture, import into this state, distribute, publish, advertise, sell, lease or offer for sale or 
lease any device, printed circuit board or any plan or kit for a device or for a printed circuit 
designed to receive the cable television programming or services offered for sale over a cable 
television system from a cable television system, whether or not the programming or services 
are encoded, filtered, scrambled or otherwise made unintelligible, with the intent that the 
device, printed circuit, plan or kit be used for the reception of that company’s services without 
payment. The intent required for a violation of this paragraph may be inferred from proof that 
the defendant has sold, leased or offered for sale or lease any device, printed circuit board, 
plan or kit for a device or for a printed circuit board in violation of this paragraph and during the 
course of the transaction for sale or lease the defendant expressly states or implies to the buyer 
that the product will enable the buyer to obtain cable television service without charge. 

(b) Civil liability for the theft of telecommunications service (including cable television service. 

(1) Any person who incurs injury as a result of a violation of Section 45 may bring a civil 
action against the person who committed the violation. 

(A) Except as provided in sub. (b)(2), if the person who incurs the loss prevails, the 
court shall grant the prevailing party actual damages, costs and disbursement. 

(2) If the person who incurs the loss prevails against a person who committed the violation 
willfully and for the purpose of commercial advantage or prevails against a person who 
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has committed more than one violation of Section 45, the court shall grant the prevailing 
party all the following: 

(A) Except as provided in subs (2e) and 2f), not more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00). 

(B) Actual damages. 

(C) Any profits of the violators that are attributable to the violation and that are not 
taken into account in determining the amount of actual damages under par. 
(2)(B). 

(D) Notwithstanding the limitations under s. 799.25 or 814.04, costs, disbursement 
and reasonable attorney fees. 

(E) If the court finds that the violation was committed willfully and for the purpose 
of commercial advantage, the court may increase the amount granted under sub. 
(2)(A) not to exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00). 

(F) If the court finds that the violator had no reason to believe that the violator’s 
action constituted a violation of this section, the courts may reduce the amount 
granted under sub. (2)(A). 

(3) If damages under sub. (2)(C) are requested, the party who incurred the injury shall 
have the burden of proving the violator’s gross revenue and the violator’s deductible 
expenses and the elements of profit attributable to factors other than the violation. 

(4) In addition to other remedies available under this section, the courts may grant the 
injured party a temporary or permanent injunction. 

7.46 PENALTIES. 

For the violation of any of the following provisions of this franchise, penalties shall be chargeable to the letter 
of credit or performance bond as applicable as follows and the Town may determine the amount of the fine for 
other violations which are not specified in a sum not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each 
violation, with each day constituting as separate violation. 

 (a) Failure to furnish, maintain, or offer all cable services to any potential subscriber within the 
Town upon order of the Town:  Two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day, per violation, for each 
day that such failure occurs or continues. 

(b) Failure to obtain or file evidence of required insurance, construction bond, performance bond, 
or other required financial security:  Two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day, per violation, for 
each day such failure occurs or continues. 

(c) Failure to provide access to data, documents, records, or reports to the Town as required by 
sections 19, 29, 30, 31 and 37:  Two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day, per violation, for each 
day such failure occurs or continues. 

(d) Failure to comply with applicable construction, operation, or maintenance standards:  Three 
hundred dollars ($300.00) per day, per violation. 

(e) Failure to comply with a rate decision or refund order:  Five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day, 
per violation, for each day such a violation occurs or continues. Grantor may impose any or all 
of the above enumerated measures against Grantee, which shall be in addition to any and all 
other legal or equitable remedies it has under the Franchise or under any applicable law. 

(f) Any violations for non-compliance with the customer service standards of sections 23 through 
25 the Grantee shall pay two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day for each day or part thereof, 
that such noncompliance continues. 
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(g) Any other violations of this franchise agreement to be determined by the Grantor in a public 
hearing but not specifically noted in this section shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) 
per day, per violation. 

7.47 PROCEDURES. 

(a) Whenever the Town believes that the Grantee has violated one (1) or more terms, conditions or 
provisions of this Franchise, and wishes to impose penalties, a written notice shall be given to 
the Grantee informing it of such alleged violation or liability. The written notice shall describe in 
reasonable detail the specific violation so as to afford the Grantee an opportunity to remedy the 
violation. The Grantee shall have thirty (30) days subsequent to receipt of the notice in which to 
correct the violation before the Town may impose penalties unless the violation is of such a 
nature so as to require more than thirty (30) days and the Grantee proceeds diligently within 
the thirty (30) days to correct the violation, or as promptly as possible thereafter to correct the 
violation. In any case where the violation is not cured within sixty (60) days of notice from the 
Town, or such other time as the Grantee and the Town may mutually agree to, the Town may 
proceed to impose liquidated damages. 

(b) The Grantee may, within ten (10) days of receipt of notice, notify the Town that there is a 
dispute as to whether a violation or failure has, in fact, occurred. Such notice by the Grantee to 
the Town shall specify with particularity the matters disputed by the decision as required below. 
The Board shall hear the Grantee’s dispute. Grantee must be given at least five (5) days notice 
of the hearing. At the hearing, the Grantee shall be entitled to the right to present evidence and 
the right to be represented by counsel. After the hearing, the Town shall provide Grantee a 
copy of its action, along with supporting documents. In the event the Town upholds the finding 
of a violation, the Grantee shall have thirty (30) days subsequent, or such other time period as 
the Grantee and the Town mutually agree, to such determination to correct the alleged violation 
before penalties may be imposed. 

(c) The rights reserved to the Town under this section are in addition to all other rights of the 
Town whether reserved by this franchise or authorized by law or equity, and no action, 
proceeding or exercise of a right with respect to penalties shall affect any other right the Town 
may have. 

(d) The Town shall stay or waive the imposition of any penalty set forth above upon a finding that 
any failure or delay is a result of an acts of nature or due to circumstances beyond the 
reasonable control of the Grantee. 

7.48 JOINT CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

(a) Membership.   

The committee shall consist of seven (7) members. One (1) member shall be a Village Trustee 
and two (2) members shall be appointed by the Village President subject to confirmation by the 
Village Board. The Town Chairman shall appoint three (3) members, one (1) of which shall be a 
Town Board Supervisor, and all appointments subject to confirmation by the Town Board. One 
(1) member shall be appointed by the School Board President, subject to confirmation by the 
Hamilton School Board. The term of office for each member shall be two years except that 
Town and Village Board members shall serve a one (1) year term. The Hamilton High School 
Audio-Visual Director shall be a non-voting member of the Committee. 
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(b) Organization.  

A chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary shall be selected by the Committee members for one 
(1) year terms, selection to be made annually in the month of May. 

(c) Duties and Responsibilities. 

 The Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 

(1) To make recommendations to the Village Board, Town Board and grantee on the use of 
public access channels 

(2) To make recommendations to the grantee on programming. 

(3) To establish policies and procedures for the use of studio equipment. 

(4) To make recommendations to the Village Board and Town Board on the funds 
appropriated for cable television. 

(5) To arbitrate disputes between customers and Grantee. 

(6) To assist the Village Board and Town Board in evaluation of the grantee’s service. 

(7) To perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Village Board and Town Board. 

 (d) Staff. 

The Village Administrator and the Director of the Hamilton School District audio-visual 
department shall provide staff support and act as advisors to the Committee 
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CHAPTER 8 

PARKS 
8.01 PURPOSE  

The purpose of this chapter shall be to set forth regulations governing the conduct of persons and use of 
properties designated as parks within the Town of Lisbon, to control and regulate traffic and maintain general 
order in town parks, and to further the safety, health, comfort and welfare of all persons using town parks. 

8.02 DEFINITIONS 

(a) Park or Town Park  

As used herein shall include the grounds, improvements, equipment, buildings, waters and any 
other property or appurtenance which is now or may hereafter be under the control of the 
Town of Lisbon and which has been designated as, accepted by or used for park or recreational 
purposes. 

(b) Resident  

Any person living in the Town of Lisbon and any person living in any community with which the 
Town has a reciprocal agreement for use of Parks. 

(c) Superintendent 

Park Superintendent, Highway Superintendent or his designee. 

(d) Gun  

Shall include, but not limited to rifle, shotgun, handgun, air gun or paint ball gun. 

8.03 HOURS 

(a) All town parks shall be closed at sunset for all uses, including picnics, parties and social 
gatherings, and shall remain closed until sunrise the following morning. No person shall enter or 
remain in any town park after closing hours. 

(b) Notwithstanding the general prohibition set forth in subsection 8.03(a) the chief of Police may, 
from time to time, permit use of parks and park facilities after normal closing hours provided 
that: 

1. The party or group desiring to use the park facilities after normal closing hours 
designates an individual or individuals who shall be responsible for the conduct of the 
party or group and shall be personally liable to the town for any damage to town 
property caused by any member of the group, irrespective of whether the damage 
occurs before or after the normal closing hours; and 

2. The party or group post such bond as the Town Board may require of any group or 
party desiring to use park facilities after normal closing hours; and 

3. The group or party comply with such additional rules and regulations as the Town Board 
may, from time to time, adopt regarding use of park facilities after normal closing hours. 

(c) Notwithstanding the general prohibition set forth in subsection 8.03 (a), the closing time with 
respect to activities being conducted in Community Park shall be extended until 9:00 p.m. from 
December 15 through March 1. 
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8.04 RESERVATION OF PARK FACILITIES 

(a) Park facilities, including shelter areas and athletic fields, may be reserved by any person, group, 
party or social gathering by filing an application with the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk shall 
maintain a roster of such applications, and reservations shall be granted on the first come, first 
serve basis. 

(b) Organizations holding full year reservations of a particular athletic field or fields in any given 
year will have first right of refusal for reservations of the same athletic field(s) if a written 
request is submitted prior to February 1 of the succeeding year. Requests for full season 
reservations received after January 31 shall be granted on a first come, first served basis. 

(c) The application of reservation of any park facilities shall designate one or more persons who 
shall be responsible for the conduct of the persons attending the party or group, and who shall 
be personally liable to the town for any damage to the town property caused by any member of 
the party or group incident to use of the park facilities. The reservation fee for residents and for 
non-residents is set by the Town Board. 

(d) The Clerk shall inquire as to whether fermented malt beverages and/or intoxicating liquors will 
be used and/or consumed by any members of the party or group during use of the facilities, 
and in the event use or consumption is so indicated, a refundable cash deposit fee shall be set 
by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time, shall be required and be delivered 
to the Town Clerk along with the application for reservation. 

 (e) The Town Clerk shall hold such funds until after the party or event has concluded, and shall 
deduct therefrom the actual costs or expenses incurred by the Town for clean-up of the site or 
damage to the site by party or group. In the event the party or group has caused no damage to 
any town property, the deposit shall be remitted to the depositor within a reasonable period of 
time after conclusion of the event. The deposit of sums with the Town Clerk shall not limit the 
liability of the responsible party. 

8.05 LITTERING PROHIBITED 

(a) No person shall leave or deposit on town property any paper, litter, garbage or similar refuse 
except in appropriately marked receptacle containers. 

(b) No person shall break any bottle or other glassware in any park, and in the event any bottle or 
glassware is broken, the person causing or permitting the bottle or glassware to break shall 
immediately pick up the broken pieces and deposit the same in an appropriately marked waste 
container. 

(c) No person shall deposit, dump, throw, or place any earth, rubbish, dust, manure, paper, 
garbage, or other refuse matter or sand, stone, lumber, or building material, or any substance 
in the waters, ground, or roadways of any park or parkway without written permission of the 
Superintendent. 

8.06 UNREASONABLE NOISE PROHIBITED 

(a) No auto radio, portable radio, television, band instrument or musical device shall be operated in 
any town park at such volume as to unreasonably interfere with the use and enjoyment of the 
park facilities by other users of the park and neighboring property owners. 

 

 

 

8.07 PUBLIC MEETINGS AND ASSEMBLIES 
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(a) No public meeting, parade, assembly or discussion on any subject, religious, social, political or 
otherwise, shall be permitted in any town park except upon application to the Park Committee. 
The Park Committee shall forward its recommendation to the Town Chairman or his designee 
for approval or denial.  In granting such requests, additional, reasonable regulations and 
restrictions may be imposed regarding the conduct of the public meeting, assembly or 
discussion so as to carry out the purpose of this chapter. 

8.08  TOURNAMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

(a) No athletic tournament or competition, and no public entertainment of any kind shall be 
conducted in any town park except upon application to and approval by the Park Committee. 
The Park Committee, in granting such a request, may impose reasonable regulations and 
restrictions regarding the conduct of the athletic tournament, competition or public 
entertainment so as to carry out the purpose of this chapter. The park Committee shall inform 
the Town Board Chairman or his designee of their action, and, at his discretion, the Town Board 
Chairman has the right to override the Park Committee. 

8.09  USE OF FIREARMS AND HUNTING PROHIBITED. 

(a)  No person shall carry, fire or discharge any gun, pistol or other firearm, nor shall any person 
hunt with bow and arrow within the confines of the Town Park. No person shall discharge 
fireworks of any description except with permission of the Town Board. 

8.10  FIRES 

(a)  No person shall start or maintain a fire of any kind for any reason except in places provided by 
the Town, and then subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by the Town. 

(b) The use of charcoal burners in designated picnic areas shall be permitted provided lawns and 
other vegetation are not damaged and provided further that all unburned coals or ash are 
disposed of in such manner as to prevent fire damage to any park property. 

8.11  ANIMALS IN PARK 

(a) No animal, excepting service animals, and except dogs on leash as provided in subparagraph 
(b) shall be permitted within the confines of the town parks. 

(b) No person having the control or care of a dog permit the dog to enter or remain in the town 
park unless it is led by a leash of suitable strength and not more than six (6) feet in length, with 
the person having the control or care of a dog to be responsible for cleanup of dog messes. 

8.12  WATERFOWL, GAMEBIRDS ANIMALS 

(a) No one shall kill, injure, attempt to injure, or unnecessarily disturb any waterfowl or other birds 
or animals, wild or domestic, within any of the parks or parkways. Nor shall any person rob or 
disturb the nest or eggs of any bird or other animal therein. 

8.13 INJURY TO VEGETATION, STRUCTURES, AND EQUIPMENT 

(a)  No person shall climb any tree, or pluck any flowers or fruit, wild or cultivated, or break, cut 
down, trample upon, remove, or in any manner injure or deface, write upon, defile or misuse 
any tree, shrub, flower, flower bed, turf, fountain, ornament, status, building, fence, apparatus, 
bench, table, official, sign, bridge, structure, or other property within any park or parkway. 

(b) No person in any park or parkway shall remove any device for the protection of trees or shrubs; 
nor shall any person fasten a dog or other animal next to any tree, shrub, or grass plot which 
may become damaged by the action of the animal. 
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(c) No person shall destroy or unlawfully remove, take or meddle with any property of any kind or 
nature belonging to the Town of Lisbon without the written consent of the Town Chairman or 
his designee. 

(d) No person shall enter upon, into, or open any public building or public structure owned or 
operated by the Town of Lisbon other than those areas of public buildings that are held for the 
public without the express written consent of the Town Chairman or his designee. 

8.14 SLEEPING, CAMPING REGULATED 

(a) No person shall sleep, or camp, or lodge in any park or parkway except in such places as 
designated for such purposes, as overnight or tourist, or trailer camps, or camp sites without 
the written permission of the Town Chairman or his designee. 

8.15 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

(a) No person shall drive any automobile, motorcycle, snowmobile, or unlicensed motor vehicle of 
any type within the confines of any town park except upon drives or areas designated for such 
use. Snowmobiles access is allowed only on access paths designated by, and marked by the 
Superintendent. Every person operating an automobile, motorcycle, snowmobile or similar 
vehicle shall comply with state, county and municipal traffic codes and regulations, and with all 
orders, directions and regulations officially displayed on any post, sign or device installed for 
such purposes. 

8.16 SPEED OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

(a) No automobile, motorcycle, snowmobile or unlicensed motor vehicle of any type shall operate 
within the confines of the Town Park at a speed in excess of 15 mph or at posted speeds. 

8.17 PARKING REGULATIONS 

(a) All automobiles, motorcycles, snowmobiles and other unlicensed motor vehicles shall be parked 
in areas designated for parking, and in no other areas of the Town Park. Overnight parking 
within the confines of the Town Park shall be prohibited. The parking of any automobile, 
motorcycle, snowmobile or other unlicensed motor vehicle in any area other than a designated 
parking area shall be deemed a violation of this chapter, unless as specified on the Park 
Reservation form. 

(b) Parking for cars with snowmobile trailers is allowed past sunset during snow season but must 
be in areas designated by the Superintendent. 

8.18 REGULATION REGARDING CONDUCT AND USE OF TOWN PARKS 

(a) The Town Park Committee shall be authorized to adopt such regulations as are reasonably 
needed to regulate the conduct and use of town park facilities. These regulations may include, 
but are not limited, to the following matters:  regulations designed to prevent damage to public 
property, improvements, trees, flowers and other vegetation; regulations governing sleeping 
and camping within the town park; regulations governing the use of the park by bicyclists; 
regulations governing the operation of snowmobiles; regulations governing access to public 
building and facilities within the park; and regulations regarding use of swimming and water 
facilities. 
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No such regulations shall be effective until the regulation has been recommended to and 
approved by the Town Board. The Park Committee shall cause written notice of the enactment 
of such regulations to be posted in appropriate places within the confines of the Town Park so 
as to apprise users of the park of the existence of the regulation.  Any violation of such 
regulations, after the same have been approved by the Town Board and after notice has been 
suitably posted within the confines of the town park, shall be deemed a violation of this 
chapter. 

8.19 PENALTY 

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter, or any regulation adopted pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter, shall be subject to a penalty as follows: 

(a) First Offense. Any person or organization violating the terms of this chapter shall be subject to 
a fine of not less that $50 nor more than $300 for the first offense.  The court may subject the 
individual to imprisonment for failure to pay said penalty. 

(b) Second and Subsequent Offenses.   In the event any person guilty of violating the terms of 
this chapter a second or subsequent time within a 12 month period shall be subject to a fine of 
not less than $200 nor more than $1000 for each second or subsequent offense. Failure to pay 
said penalty may subject the individual to imprisonment. 

(c) In addition to any penalty imposed for violation of this chapter, any person who shall cause 
physical damage to or destroy any public property shall be liable for the costs of replacing or 
repairing such damaged or destroyed property. The parent or parents of any unemancipated 
minor child who violates any section of this chapter may also be held liable for the cost of 
replacing or repairing such damaged or destroyed property in accordance with Section 895.035, 
Wis. Stats. 
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CHAPTER 9 

SEX OFFENDER RESIDENCY AND ACTIVITY RESTRICTIONS 

 
 
9.01 FINDINGS AND INTENT. 
 

(a)  This section is a non-punitive civil regulatory measure aimed at protecting the public health, 
safety and welfare of the children and citizens of the Town of Lisbon from the risk that 
convicted sex offenders may re-offend in locations close to their residences.  The Town Board 
has closely considered this question and has made numerous findings and expressions of intent 
within the preamble to the ordinance which adopts this Code section which are incorporated 
herein by reference.  The Town Board finds and declares that sex offenders who prey upon 
children are a serious threat to public safety and it is necessary for the Town to enact 
reasonable measures to reduce the opportunity and minimize the risk of re-offense by 
protecting children where they congregate or play in addition to the protections afforded by 
State law. 

 
(b) It is the intent of this ordinance not to impose a criminal penalty but, instead, to serve the 

Town’s compelling interest to promote, protect, and improve the health, safety, and welfare of 
the citizens of the Town by creating areas around locations where children regularly congregate 
in concentrated numbers wherein certain sex offenders and sex predators are prohibited from 
establishing temporary or permanent residence or loitering.  The Town Board has closely 
considered this issue and has made numerous findings and expressions of intent within the 
preamble to the ordinance, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

 
9.02 DEFINITIONS.  For purposes of this section: 
 
  (a) Child means a person under the age of 18 years. 
   

(b) Children, unless otherwise indicated, means two or more persons under the age  
of 18. 

 
(c) Child Safety Zone shall mean any real property that supports or upon which there exists any 

facility used for or that supports a facility such as the facilities listed in subsections (3)(a) and 
(b) of this section. 

 
 (d) Sex offender shall mean: 

1. Any person who is required to register under §301.45, Wis. Stats., for any offense 
against a child or any person who is required to register under §301.45, Wis. Stats., and 
who is subject to the Special Bulletin Notification process set forth in §301.46(2) and 
(2m), Wis. Stats.; 

2. Any person subject to the sex crimes commitment provisions of §975.06, Wis. Stats.; 
3. Any person found not guilty by reason of disease or mental defect placed on lifetime 

supervision under §971.17(1j), Wis. Stats. 
  

(e) Permanent residence shall mean a place where a person abides, lodges or resides for 14 or 
more consecutive days. 

  
(f) Temporary residence shall mean a place where a person abides, lodges or resides for a period 

of 14 or more days in the aggregate during any calendar year and which is not the person’s 
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permanent address or place where the person routinely abides, lodges or resides for a period of 
4 or more consecutive or nonconsecutive days in any month and which is not the person’s 
permanent address. 

 
9.03  RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS.  An offender shall not establish a residence in any location on a parcel 

of which, in whole or in part, is within 1,500 feet of the real property comprising any of the following: 
 
(a) Any facility for children (which means a public or private school, a group home as defined in 

§48.02(7), Wis. Stats.; a residential care center for children and youth as defined in 
§48.02(15d), Wis. Stats.; a shelter care facility as defined in §48.02(17), Wis. Stats.; a foster 
home as defined in §48.02(6), Wis. Stats.; a treatment foster home as defined in §48.02(17q), 
Wis. Stats.; a day care center licensed under §48.65, Wis. Stats.; a day care program 
established under §120.13(14), Wis. Stats.; a day care provider certified under §48.651, Wis. 
Stats.; or a youth center as defined in §961.01(22), Wis. Stats.; and/or 

 
 (b) Any facility used for: 
  1. A public park, parkway, parkland, park facility; 
  2. A public swimming pool or swimming area; 
  3. A public library; 
  4. A recreational trail; 
  5. A public playground; 
  6. A school for children; 
  7. Athletic fields used by children; 
  8. A day care center; 

9. Any specialized school for children including, but not limited to, a gymnastics academy, 
dance academy or music school. 

 
The distance shall be measured from the closest boundary line of the real property supporting 
the residence of an offender to the closest real property boundary line of the applicable above 
enumerated use(s). 
 

(c) Measurement of Distance.  For the purposes of determining the minimum distance separation, 
the requirement shall be measured by following a straight line from the outer property line of 
the permanent residence or temporary residence to the nearest outer property line of any uses 
enumerated in subsections (3)(a) and (b) where children regularly gather or licensed day care 
center or licensed group foster home. 

 
(d) Map.  A map depicting the above resulting residency restriction distances shall be adopted by 

resolution of the Town Board, which map may be amended from time to time and is on file in 
the office of the Town Clerk and the Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department for public 
inspection. 

 
 

(e) It is unlawful to let or rent any place, structure or part thereof with the knowledge that it will be 
used as a residence by a sex offender if such place, structure or part thereof is located within 
1,000 feet of any of the uses enumerated in subsections (3)(a) and (b) above.  A person letting 
or renting a place or structure shall be deemed to have such knowledge if, at least 10 days 
prior to letting or renting the place, the sex offender’s name appears on the Wisconsin 
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Department of Corrections sex offender registry and the person letting or renting the place 
knew the sex offender would be residing at the subject place or structure. (Am. #17-0928) 

 
9.04   PROHIBITION.  It shall be unlawful for any sex offender to enter into, congregate, loiter, 

wander, stroll, stand or play in or near a Child Safety Zone as defined in subsection (2)(b) under 
circumstances that warrant alarm for the safety of persons in the vicinity.  Among the circumstances 
which may be considered in determining whether such alarm is warranted is the fact that the actor 
takes flight upon appearance of a police or peace officer, refuses to identify himself or manifestly 
endeavors to conceal himself or any object.  Unless flight by the actor or other circumstances makes it 
impracticable, a police or peace officer shall, prior to any arrest for an offense under this section, afford 
the actor an opportunity to dispel any alarm which would otherwise be warranted by requesting him to 
identity himself and explain his presence and conduct.  No person shall be convicted of an offense 
under this subsection if the police or peace officer did not comply with the preceding sentence, or if it 
appears at trial that the explanation given by the actor was true and, if believed by the police officer or 
peace officer at the time, would have dispelled the alarm. 
 

9.05   PARTICIPATION IN HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES INVOLVING CHILDREN.  It shall be unlawful for 
any offender, as defined in this chapter, to participate either directly or indirectly in distribution of 
candy or any other items to children on Halloween.  Registered offenders shall remain indoors or shall 
remain away from their residence a minimum of one-half hour before locally scheduled trick-or-treat 
event(s) to one-half hour after locally scheduled trick-or-treat event(s).  Registered offenders or other 
occupants of their residence shall not give any indication to the public that they are participating in 
trick-or-treat activities. 

                      
 9.06 RESIDENCY RESTRICTION EXCEPTIONS.  A sex offender residing within a prohibited area as 
described in subsection (3) above does not commit a violation of this section if any of the following apply: 
 

(a) The person established a permanent residence or temporary residence and reported and 
registered the residence pursuant to §301.45, Wis. Stats., before the effective date of this 
section. 

 
(b) The person was under 17 years of age and is not required to register under §301.45 or 

§301.46, Wis. Stats. 
 
(c) The uses enumerated in subsections (3)(a) and (b) where children regularly gather within 1,500 

feet of the person’s permanent residence or temporary residence was opened after the person 
established the permanent residence or temporary residence and reported and registered the 
residence pursuant to §301.45, Wis. Stats.  

 
(d) The person is required to serve a sentence at a jail, juvenile facility or other correctional 

institution or facility. 
 
(e) The person is a minor or ward under guardianship. 

 
 9.07  ORIGINAL DOMICILE RESTRICTION.   
 

(a) In addition to the residence restrictions set forth herein and subject to subsection (4) above, no 
sex offender shall be permitted to reside in the Town of Lisbon unless such person was 
domiciled in the Town of Lisbon at the time of the most recent offense resulting in the person’s 
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most recent conviction, commitment or placement as a sex offender as set forth in subsections 
(2)(c)1., 2. and 3. above.  “Domicile” shall mean an individual’s fixed and permanent home 
where the individual intends to remain permanently and indefinitely and to which whenever 
absent the individual intends to return, except that no individual may have more than one 
domicile at any time.  Domicile is not a residence for any special or temporary purpose.  A sex 
offender does not violate this subsection if the Residence Board has granted an exemption. 

 
 (b) PETITION FOR EXEMPTION. 
 

1. A sex offender may seek an exemption from subsection (7)(a) by petitioning to the 
Residence Board. 

 
2. The Town Board shall be, and shall have all of the powers and duties of the Residence 

Board described herein. 
 
3. The Residence Board shall approve an official petition form.  The sex offender seeking 

an exemption must complete the petition and submit it to the Town Clerk who shall 
forward it to the Residence Board.  The Residence Board shall hold a hearing on each 
petition, during which the Residence Board may review any pertinent information and 
accept oral or written statements from any person.  The Residence Board shall base its 
decision on factors related to the Town’s interest in promoting, protecting and improving 
the health, safety and welfare of the community.  Applicable factors for the Residence 
Board’s consideration shall include, but are not limited to: 

 
 a. Nature of the offense that resulted in sex offender status. 
 b. Date of offense. 
 c. Age at time of offense. 
 d. Recommendation of probation or parole officer. 
 e. Recommendation of Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department. 
 f. Recommendation of any treating practitioner. 
 g. Counseling, treatment and rehabilitation status of sex offender. 
 h. Remorse of sex offender. 
 i. Duration of time since sex offender’s incarceration. 
 j. Support network of sex offender. 
 k. Relationship of sex offender and victim(s). 
 l. Presence or use of force in offense(s). 
 m. Adherence to terms of probation or parole. 
 n. Proposals for safety assurances of sex offender. 

o. Conditions to be placed on any exception from the requirements of this section. 
 

4. The Residence Board shall decide by majority vote whether to grant or deny an 
exemption.  An exemption may be unconditional or limited to a certain address or time, 
or subject to other reasonable conditions.  The Residence Board’s decision shall be final 
for purposes of an appeal.  A written copy of the decision shall be provided to the sex 
offender and the Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department. 

 
9.08 PENALTY.  

(a) A person who violates provisions of subsections (3) or (7) shall be subject to a forfeiture of not 
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less than $300.00 and no more than $1,000.00 for each violation. 
 

(b) Any person violating subsection (4) or (5) of this section shall forfeit not less than $1,000.00 
and no more than $2,000.00 for each violation. 

 
 (c) A person who violates provisions of Section 7 of this Ordinance shall, upon  

conviction thereof, be subject to a forfeiture of not less than $500.00 and no more than 
$1,000.00 plus the costs of prosecution for each violation. 
 

 (d) Each day of violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. 
 

(e) Violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a public nuisance, which, in addition to any monetary 
forfeiture imposed shall be subject to action by the Town to abate and enjoin such nuisance. 

 
9.09   EXCEPTION FOR PLACEMENTS UNDER CH. 980, WIS. STATS.  To the extent required by 
§980.135, Wis. Stats., and notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this chapter, the Town of Lisbon 
hereby exempts and may not enforce any portion thereof that restricts or prohibits a sex offender from 
residing at a certain location or that restricts or prohibits a person from providing housing to a sex offender 
against an individual who is released under §980.08, Wis. Stats., or against a person who provides housing 
to such individual, so long as the individual is subject to supervised release under Ch. 980, Wis. Stats., the 
individual is residing where he or she is ordered to reside under §980.08, Wis. Stats., and the individual is in 
compliance with all court orders issued under Ch. 980, Wis. Stats. 
 
9.10 SEVERABILITY.  The several sections of this ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any section 
or portion thereof shall be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unlawful or 
unenforceable, such decision shall apply only to the specific section or portion thereof directly specified in the 
decision and shall not affect the validity of any other provisions, sections or portions thereof of the ordinance. 
The remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  Any other ordinances whose terms are in 
conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to those terms that conflict. 

 
9.11  CONTINUATION OF EXISTING PROVISIONS.  The provisions of this ordinance, to the extent that 
they are substantively the same as those of the ordinances in force immediately prior to the enactment of this 
ordinance, are intended as a continuation of such ordinances and not as new enactments, and the 
effectiveness of such provisions shall date from the date of adoption of the prior ordinances.  In addition, the 
adoption of this ordinance shall not affect any action, prosecution or proceeding brought for the enforcement 
of any right or liability established, accrued or incurred under any legislative provision prior to the effective 
date of this ordinance for the time that such provision was in effect, and the repeal of any such provisions is 
stayed pending the final resolution of such actions, including appeals. 
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SECTION 1  AUTHORITY, PURPOSE AND INTENT, INTERPRETATION, AND JURISDICTION 
 
(a) Authority 

This ordinance is adopted under authority granted by Chapters 59, 60, 62, 87, 145, 236, and 281 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes and amendments thereto. 
 

(b) Purpose and Intent 
For the purpose of protecting and promoting the public health, safety, convenience, prosperity, 
aesthetics, and general welfare of the community, this ordinance has been established to: 

 
1. To implement the goals, objectives and standards of the adopted Town of Lisbon Land Use 

Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan. 
 

2. To divide the Town of Lisbon into districts regulating the location, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration and use of building sites, structures and land for various uses, 
thereby providing a framework within which the community can develop in an orderly 
manner, and further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions and prevent and control 
water pollution through: 

 
A. Limiting structures to those areas where soil and geological conditions will provide 

a safe foundation. 
B. Establishing minimum lot sizes and widths to provide control density and suitable 

area for private sewage disposal facilities. 
 C. The control of filling and grading to prevent serious soil erosion. 

D. Reduction and elimination of conflicting land uses. 
E. Prohibiting uses detrimental to environmentally sensitive areas. 
F. Regulating the percentage of use of lot area and open space. 
G. Regulating building and structural placement and height. 
H. Regulating building, land and water uses so as to assure a more compatible 

relationship to the carrying capacity of the land and water. 
 

3. To preserve the community's history, heritage and rural character. 
 

4. Protect wildlife through: 
 

A. Preserving wetlands and other wildlife habitats. 
B. Regulating pollution sources. 
C. Controlling shoreline alterations. 

 
5. To preserve and protect the natural environment, groundwater resources, and open space. 

 
6. Preserve vegetative cover and natural beauty through: 

 
A. Restricting the removal of vegetative cover. 
B. Preventing shoreline encroachment by structures. 
C. Controlling land altering activities. 
D. Regulating the use and placement of structures. 
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7. Provide for adequate light, air, sanitation, drainage, convenience of access, safety from fire, 
flood hazard and other dangers, promote the safety and efficiency of the public streets and 
highways, conserving and stabilizing the economic value of the community, preserve and 
promote the general attractiveness and character of the community environment and guide 
the proper distribution and location of population and the various land uses. 

 
8. To ensure the provision of adequate and efficient police and fire protection, disaster 

evacuation, civil defense, water, sewerage, schools, parks, recreational facilities, and other 
public facilities and services. 

 
9. To establish administrative procedures whereby the Town may objectively and equitably 

pace and phase development based upon the Town’s financial capability to provide 
municipal services and assess fiscal and environmental impacts upon the surrounding area 
and the Town as a whole. 

 
10. To provide for the administration and enforcement of the zoning ordinance and to prescribe 

penalties for the violation of the provisions of the zoning ordinance. 
 

(c) General Interpretation 
It is not intended by this ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair or interfere with any existing 
easements, covenants or agreements between parties or with any rules, regulations, ordinances, or 
permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to laws; provided, however, that where this ordinance 
imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or premises, or upon the height or bulk of a 
building or requires greater open spaces, areas, or dimensions than are required by other existing 
rules, ordinances, regulations or permits or by easements, covenants or agreements, the provisions of 
this ordinance shall govern. 

 
(d) Jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction of this ordinance shall apply to all structures, land, and water situated either wholly 
or partly within the boundaries of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, including 
those lands under, abutting and lying close to navigable waters and within the shoreland and 
floodland areas, as defined herein, and mapped on the Town of Lisbon Zoning Map as approved and 
adopted by the Town of Lisbon and Waukesha County.  The shoreland and floodland areas in the 
Town of Lisbon are also under the jurisdiction of the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland 
Protection Ordinance, administered by the Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use – 
Planning and Zoning Division staff, and where the Town zoning ordinance and the County 
Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance differ, the more restrictive regulations shall apply. 
 
Originally, the Town of Lisbon Board of Supervisors on July 14, 1958 adopted a town zoning map as 
part of this ordinance.  Using a computer process called “digitizing”, the town zoning map is now in 
a digital format.  In the digitized version of the town’s zoning map, the boundaries of the shorelands, 
floodplains and floodways, as defined herein, are and shall be those areas designated as such on the 
zoning map which is information taken from Waukesha County’s 1" = 400' aerial photos, 1" = 200' 
topographic maps, and from corresponding flood profiles published by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Flood Insurance Study, effective date, August 1, 1983, and any subsequent 
official amendments thereto.  The flood insurance study constitutes the basis for which the official 
floodplains and appropriate zoning categories for the Town of Lisbon have been mapped.  The study 
has been approved by the Department of Natural Resources and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), and is on file in the office of the County Zoning Agency.  Where said flood 
insurance studies have not been provided, the approximate 100-Year Floodplain has navigable 
bodies of water as designated on the zoning map, using the best available information, which has 
been taken from the 1" = 400' aerial photos or 1" = 200' topographic maps.  If more detailed 
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information is needed for a particular project, a flood study approved by the WDNR and FEMA (for 
example a HEC II analysis) may be required of the person, or his or her designee, making the project 
request, and the data provided from that study will be utilized to update the zoning map. 

 
Where a stream is subsequently identified or determined to be navigable, and was not previously 
subject to Shoreland and Floodland jurisdiction, said navigable stream and the lands bordering it, 
which meet the Conservancy zoning district standards for mapping (refer to Section 6(b)), shall 
immediately be subject to the jurisdiction of this Ordinance, including those requirements such as 
conservancy setback requirements and other water quality related issues and requirements.  An 
amendment to include the entire area along said stream or watercourse within the Shoreland and 
Floodland jurisdiction shall be processed pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance and the 
County’s ordinance, and said area becomes part of this Ordinance. 
 

(e) Title and Nature of the Ordinance 
This ordinance shall hereafter be known, cited, and referred to as the Town of Lisbon Zoning 
Ordinance.  The ordinance consists of zoning regulations and a zoning map, which designates 
the zoning districts. 
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SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS 
 
(a) General interpretation 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, and when not inconsistent with the context, words used herein in 
the present tense include the past and future tenses, and the future tense includes the present; words 
in the singular number include the plural, and words in the plural number include the singular; the 
word "structure" includes buildings; the word “occupied" includes designed or intended to be 
occupied; the word "used” includes designed or intended to be used; the word "inhabit” includes 
intended to be inhabited; the word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely permissive; the word 
"may" is permissive; “town” refers to the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin; "town 
board” refers to the town board of supervisors of Lisbon; "plan commission" refers to the Town of 
Lisbon Plan Commission established under village powers pursuant to Chapter 62 Wisconsin 
Statutes which the Town of Lisbon adopted on April 5, 1949, the Town Park Commission 
established pursuant to Chapter 60 Wisconsin Statutes, or any other agency created by the town 
board and authorized by statute to plan land use; and reference to any officer such as 
"clerk/administrator," "building inspector," "engineer," or "attorney," means that officer appointed or 
otherwise officially designated by the town in such capacity, unless otherwise specifically 
designated; "county" refers to the County of Waukesha, Wisconsin; the words "code" and 
"Ordinance" are to be used interchangeably; the word "person" may be taken for persons, 
associations,  partnerships or corporations; whenever a word or term defined in this ordinance 
appears in the text of this ordinance, its meaning shall be construed as set forth in the definition 
thereof and any word appearing in parentheses between a word and its definition herein, shall be 
construed in the same sense as that word; the phrase "including, but not limited to" shall not limit a 
term to the specific example but is intended to extend its meaning to all other instances or 
circumstances of like, kind, or character. 

 
(b) Specific words and phrases 

For the purposes of this ordinance certain words and phrases shall be defined as follows: 
 

Accessory Building  A building subordinate to and detached from the principal building, not used as 
a dwelling unit, but is used for a purpose customarily incidental to the permitted use of the principal 
building and which is located on the same lot.  Accessory building does not mean farm 
building/structure, unless said farm building is located on less than ten (10) acres. 

 
Accessory Structure  A structure subordinate to and detached from the principal building, not used 
as a dwelling unit, but is used for a purpose customarily incidental to the permitted use of the 
principal structure and which is located on the same lot.  Accessory structure does not mean farm 
building/structure, unless said farm building is located on less than ten (10) acres.  Examples include, 
but shall not be limited to, solar collectors, windmills, and radio, television, and satellite receiving 
antennas or dishes.  The single exception to the location on the same lot provision is that of 
accessory off-street parking facilities which are permitted to locate off-site from the principal 
building served by such parking facilities. 

 
Accessory Use  A use subordinate to and customarily incident to the permitted principal use of the 
property or buildings and located upon the same lot as the principal use. 

 
Addition  means construction performed on a building or structure that increases the outside 
dimensions of said building or structure.
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Administrative Officer  Any officer such as a Clerk, Building Inspector, Engineer, Attorney, or 
Zoning Administrator, or his agent, who is appointed, elected or is otherwise officially designated by 
the Town, and/or County and does not include any Committee, Commission, or Board or its 
individual members. 

 
Adult Arcade means any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin, slug, 
electronically, or mechanically controlled or operated still or motion picture machines, projectors, 
computers, or other image producing devices are maintained to show images to five or fewer persons 
per machine at any one time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized 
by depicting or describing “Specified Sexual Activities” or “Specified Anatomical Areas”. 
 
Adult Bathhouse means a commercial establishment which provides a bath as a service and which 
provides to its patrons an opportunity for engaging in “Special Sexual Activities.” 
 
Adult Body Painting Studio means a commercial establishment wherein patrons are afforded an 
opportunity to be painted or to paint images on “Specified Anatomical Areas”.  An Adult Body 
Painting Studio does not include a tattoo parlor. 
 
Adult Bookstore means any commercial establishment having as its stock in trade the sale, rental or 
lease for any form of consideration, any one or more of the following: 
 
A. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, photographs, films, motion pictures, 
video cassettes, video reproductions, slides, or other visual representations which are distinguished 
or characterized by their emphasis on “Specified Sexual Activities” or “Specified Anatomical 
Areas”; 
 
B. Instruments, devices, or paraphernalia, which are designed for use in connection with 
“Specified Sexual Activities”; 
 
C. Facilities for the presentation of “Adult Entertainment” as defined herein, including Adult-
Oriented films, motion pictures, video cassettes, video reproductions, slides or other visual 
representations for observation by patrons therein. 
 
Adult Cabaret means a nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar commercial establishment which 
features: 
 
A. Live performances which are characterized or distinguished by the exposure of “Specified 
Anatomical Areas” or the removal of articles of clothing; or, 
 
B. Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, video reproductions, slides or other visual 
representations which are distinguished or characterized by depicting or describing “Specified 
Sexual Activities” or “Specified Anatomical Areas.” 
 
Adult Entertainment means any exhibition of any motion picture, live performance, display or 
dance of any type, which has as its dominant theme, or is distinguished or characterized by any one 
or more of the following: 
 
A. Specified Sexual Activities; 
 
B. Specified Anatomical Areas; 
 
C. Removal of articles of clothing. 
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Adult Massage Parlor means a commercial establishment with or without sleeping 
accommodations which provides the service of massage or body manipulation, including exercise, 
heat and light treatment of the body, and any form or method of physiotherapy, which also provides 
its patrons with the opportunity to engage in “Specified Sexual Activities”. 
 
Adult Motel means a hotel, motel or other similar commercial establishment which: 
 
A. offers accommodations to the public for any form of consideration; provides patrons with 
closed circuit television transmissions, film, motion pictures, video cassettes, video reproductions, 
slides, or other visual reproductions characterized by depicting or describing “Specified Sexual 
Activities” or “Specified Anatomical Areas”; and, has a sign visible from the public right of way 
which advertises the availability of this type of adult entertainment; or 
 
B. offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than 10 hours; or 
  
C. allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sublet the room for a period of time that is 
less than 10 hours. 
 
Adult-Oriented Establishment includes:  Adult Arcade, Adult Bathhouse, Adult Body Painting 
Studio, Adult Bookstore, Adult Cabaret, Adult Massage Parlor, Adult Motel, Adult Theater, and any 
commercial establishment presenting Adult Entertainment, whether or not such establishment is 
operated or maintained for a profit. 
 
Adult Theater means an enclosed building such as theater, concert hall, auditorium or other similar 
commercial establishment, which is used for presenting “Adult Entertainment.” 
 
Agent of Applicant  An attorney, real estate agent, surveyor, engineer, architect, or other person 
either delegated in writing by the owner of a parcel or by court action to act on the owner's 
behalf on the division or development of property. 
 
Aggrieved Person  Any person who alleges that there is error in an order, requirement, decision 
or determination made by the administrator of this ordinance in relation to the administration or 
enforcement of this ordinance. 
 
Agriculture  All uses commonly classified as farming, including dairying and milk production, 
pasturage, grazing, horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, apiculture, aquaculture, egg production,  
sustained yield forestry, silviculture, and other uses of the land such as tilling of soil, crop and 
tree farming, truck farming, vegetable raising, orchards, plant nurseries, plant greenhouses, 
keeping or raising (husbandry) of livestock or poultry, and sod farming together with the related 
accessory uses such as the operation of any machinery or vehicles that are incidental to the above 
uses, and any other related activities such as the sorting, packing, bagging, washing, treating, 
storage, or similar activity of produce from the above activities. 
 
Agricultural Preserved Land  Lands that are retained in order to transfer residential density 
opportunities to promote the preservation of the rural character of the town.  The lands may be 
retained, for example, as farm fields, pastures, orchards, and/or natural open spaces, either as 
common open spaces, or as part of a farm operation. 
 
Airport  An area of land or water which is used, or intended for use, for the landing and takeoff 
of aircraft, and any adjacent areas which are used, or intended for use, for airport buildings or 
other airport facilities, rights-of-way and together with all airport buildings and facilities located 
thereon. 
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Airport Safety Zone  That area within 2 miles of the boundaries of any airport, landing field or 
takeoff strip extending 500 feet on each side of the runway center line. 
 
Alley  A public or private right-of-way primarily designed to serve as a secondary access to the 
side or rear of those abutting properties whose frontage and primary access is on a street. 
 
Alteration  Any change in the total floor area, use, adaptability or external appearance of an 
existing structure, or enhancement, upgrade, or modification to a building or structure, or to the 
building systems (for example, HVAC, electrical, plumbing). 
 
Animal Boarding Place (see Kennel, Commercial)  Any structure, land, or combination 
thereof used, designed, or arranged for the boarding, breeding, grooming, or care of domestic 
pets such as dogs, cats, birds, or other domestic animals for profit, but exclusive of animals used 
strictly for agricultural purposes.  For the purposes of this ordinance, this definition includes 
“doggy day care” facilities/grounds and pet sitting businesses. 
 
Apartment  A suite of rooms or a room in a multiple dwelling which suite or room is arranged, 
intended, or designed to be occupied as a residence of a single family, individual, or group of 
individuals.  Also see “residence inn” under the definition of “motel”. 
 
Apartment Building  A building used or intended to be used as three (3) or more separate rental 
dwelling units. 
 
Apiculture or Beekeeping  The keeping and maintenance of honey bee colonies, commonly in 
hives, in order to collect honey and other products of the hive (such as beeswax and pollen), in 
order to pollinate crops, or in which the bees produce and store honey.  For the purposes of this 
ordinance, hives are considered accessory structures subject to permitting herein [see Section 
3(i)(5)(AA)].  A no cost permit, including town rules and other information, must be obtained 
from the Town Hall in order to conduct new, or expand existing, apiculture operations in the 
Town of Lisbon. 
 
Approving Authority  Any municipality, county or state agency authorized to approve or 
disapprove of plats within the Town as provided in Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
Arcade  Any premises containing three (3) or more amusement devices or games usually of an 
electronic nature, for the primary use of entertainment of the public or the patrons of the 
establishment. 
 
Architectural Control Ordinance  Regulations and procedures requiring the exterior design of 
structures, grounds, and amenities on the grounds to be suitable, harmonious, and in keeping 
with the general character and style of the surrounding area. 
 
Assessed Value The value of the improvements on the property as established by the State of 
Wisconsin Department of Revenue for manufacturing property, and the local community 
assessor in the manner specified by state statutes. 
 
Attic  An unfinished space immediately below the roof framing/rafters and above the ceiling of 
the rooms below that is not habitable, but may be reached by a ladder, and used for storage or 
mechanical equipment.  Improvement to a habitable status with conforming ceiling heights and 
permanent stairs shall make it a story. 
 
Automobile Graveyard  See "Junkyard". 
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Automobile Repair Facility  A service establishment where engine repairs, replacement of parts, or 
body work and general maintenance are performed. 
 
Awning  A roof-like structure, especially of canvas, that serves as a shelter, as over a window or 
door. 
 
Balcony  A surface projecting from the wall of a building that is typically at the second story level or 
above that may provide egress from a building and is enclosed by a railing for safety purposes. 
 
Base Setback Line  The ultimate street right-of-way line as established by the building location 
provisions of this code and from which all required road setbacks shall be computed.  Refer to the 
definition of “Highway” for further explanation. 
 
Basement  A level of a building that is more than one-half below the finished grade on at least one 
side.   
 
Basement, Habitable  A habitable story having part, but not more than one-half of its height on 
any side, below the finished grade. 
 
Basement, Uninhabitable  (also see “Cellar”)  An uninhabitable area of a building having more 
than one-half its height below the finished grade on all sides. 
 
Bed and Breakfast Establishment, also Tourist Home  An owner occupied personal single 
family residence often in a building with landmark or historically significant qualities and 
licensed as a bed and breakfast, where the owner-operator provides short term lodging of four (4) 
or fewer rooms for paying guests, and which offers breakfast as its only meal to overnight guests 
only. 
 
Berm  A manmade mound or ridge of earth in excess of two (2) feet in vertical height from the 
existing topography  (maximum height, undulation, and acceptable slope ratio to be determined 
by the Town Plan Commission) that is used as a landscape feature or to shield or buffer 
properties from adjoining uses, highways, or noise, or to control the direction of surface water 
flow.  Berms are regulated herein. 
 
Best Management Practices (BMP’s)  standards utilized in the Storm Water Management and 
Erosion Control Ordinance to lessen or avoid a development’s impact on the surrounding land and 
water. 
 
Board of Appeals  A local body, created by ordinance, whose responsibility is to hear appeals from 
decisions of the local zoning administrative official (Town of Lisbon Building Inspector), and to 
consider requests for variances and special exceptions as required under the terms of the zoning 
ordinance. 
 
Boarding, Lodging, or Rooming House  An owner occupied personal single family dwelling in 
which rooms are provided for paying boarders by prearrangement for definite periods of time and 
regularly prepared family style meals are served from one common kitchen facility for 
compensation, without service or ordering of individual portions from a menu, for no more than 
eight persons.  No meals are provided to outside guests. 
 
Boathouse (also Boat Shelter)  An non-commercial, accessory structure located on a property with 
an single family residence and close to the ordinary high water mark, which is designed and used 
principally for the purpose of storing/protecting boats and accessory marine equipment normally 
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used in the daily activities of property on water, and which has a large garage type door for primary 
access on the side of the building facing the water and is located on the same lot as the principal 
residence and is not for human habitation of any kind.  New boathouses are not permitted in the 
Town of Lisbon, and only one boathouse is permitted on a lot. 
 
Boat-Livery  See "marina". 
 
Buffer Area  An area separating two incompatible types of development, or a development and 
sensitive natural resources. 
 
Buildable Area  The space remaining on a lot after the minimum open space, offset and setback 
requirements of this ordinance have been complied with; also excepting therefrom any floodplain, 
wetland, or similarly designated unbuildable lands. 
 
Building  Any structure used, designed or intended for the protection, shelter or enclosure of 
persons, animals or property. 
 
Building, Accessory (also accessory structure)   A building subordinate to and detached from the 
principal building, not used as a dwelling unit, but is used for a purpose customarily incidental to the 
permitted use of the principal structure and which is located on the same lot.  Accessory buildings 
include, but are not limited to, detached garages, private garages, storage buildings, boathouses, 
sheds, guesthouses, and pole buildings.  Accessory building does not mean farm building/structure, 
unless said farm building is located on less than ten (10) acres. 
 
Building Code  The Uniform Dwelling Code and related ordinances for the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Building Footprint  The total area of the ground surface measured from the outside of the exterior 
walls of a building or structure.  In the absence of exterior walls, the building footprint shall be the 
area under the horizontal projection of the roof. 
 
Building Height  The vertical distance measured from the lowest exposed point of a structure to the 
highest point of any roof. 
 
Building Inspector  The person charged with the administration and enforcement of the Building 
Code and related ordinances for the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Building, Principal (also structure, principal)  A building or structure used or intended to be 
used for the primary or principal use as permitted on such lot by the regulations of the Zoning 
District in which it is located.  Any building intended to be used for human habitation shall 
constitute the principal building, except for guesthouses as defined in this Ordinance. 

 
Building Permit  A permit issued by the Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator authorizing 
the recipient to use the property in accordance with the zoning and building code requirements. 
 
Buildings and Uses, Public/Semi- or Quasi-Public  Public and semi-public buildings, grounds, 
and uses in the sense of this Ordinance are structures principally of an institutional and/or non-
profit nature and serving a public need such as:  hospitals; schools, including private academic 
schools and nursery schools, day care centers, and their associated facilities; nursing/rest homes; 
libraries; museums; post offices; police and fire stations; public or private utilities; and other 
public services; but not including the operation of a public bar, restaurant, or recreational facility 
as a commercial enterprise. 
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Bulkhead Line  A boundary line established along any section of the shore of any navigable 
waters by a municipal ordinance approved by the department of natural resources pursuant to 
Section 30.11 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
Bulk Storage  The storage of chemicals, petroleum products, and other materials for subsequent 
resale to distributors or retail dealers or outlets.  Bulk storage is essentially a warehousing 
operation. The products are stored for eventual resale and not directly to the consuming public.  
If the bulk storage is outdoors, it must be screened and/or landscaped to the satisfaction of the 
Town Plan Commission. 
 
Business  Any commercial or industrial activity or establishment. 
 
Business Park  A project owned, developed, and managed by a single owner or a group of 
owners acting jointly, similar to an Office Park or an Industrial Park.  Types of uses include, but 
are not limited to: offices; research and development laboratories; wholesale distribution 
facilities; establishments providing services to other businesses such as printing, publishing, and 
advertising; public and quasi-public uses such as public administration offices, and public utility 
installations; certain small to moderate scale light industrial establishments and motels. 
 
The land encompassed by this type of park is usually sub-divided and developed in accordance 
with a development agreement.  The term "park" signifies an area developed as a coordinated 
entity with similar building facades, extensive landscaping, common parking and access drives, 
and unified site design. 
 
Business Services  Establishments primarily engaged in rendering services to business 
establishments on a fee or contract basis, such as advertising and mailing; building maintenance, 
employment service; management and consulting services; protective services; equipment rental; 
leasing and financial services. 
 
Campground  A plot of ground designated for two (2) or more sites for temporary 
occupancy/habitation within tents, cabins, or recreational vehicles/trailers. 
 
Canopy  A roof like structure of a permanent nature, which may project from the wall of a 
building. 
 
Care Facility  (also known as Extended Care Facility, Intermediate Care Facility, Convalescent 
or Nursing Home, Rest Home, or Long Term Care Facility)  A facility licensed by the state to 
provide full-time convalescent or chronic care to three (3) or more unrelated individuals who 
because of their mental or physical condition require nursing care or personal care in excess of 
seven (7) hours a week.  [Note: community-based residential facilities and group homes are 
defined separately under Community Living Arrangement.] 
 
Carport  A roofed structure providing space for the parking or storage of motor vehicles and 
enclosed on not more than two (2) sides and attached to a principal residence or accessory 
building or structure.  A carport shall be included in all FAR calculations. 
 
Cellar (also see Basement, Uninhabitable)  A space having more than one-half of its height below 
the finished grade on all sides and which may not be occupied for dwelling purposes (habitation). 
 
Certified Survey Map (also Minor Land Division) Any division of land other than a 
subdivision as defined in this ordinance, which results in at least one (1) but not more than four 
(4) parcels of land, inclusive of the original remnant parcel.  The map of the land division shall 
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be prepared in accordance with Section 236 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and the Town of 
Lisbon Subdivision Control Ordinance and subsequent amendments thereto. 
 
Channel  A watercourse with generally well-established bed and banks that confine and conduct 
the average annual high-water conditions, whether continuous or intermittent. 
 
Chicken Coop  See “Accessory Building” for Chicken Coops on lots less than ten (10) acres in size. 
. 
Child Care Facilities/Center  See "Day Care Center". 
 
Clean Fill Disposal Site  A tract of land operated by a public or private agent as a conditional 
use under Section 4 of this ordinance which involves only materials such as sand, dirt, gravel, 
concrete or other forms of clean fill material. 
 
Clinic, Physical or Mental Health  A group of associated health services including, but not 
limited to: chiropractors, rolfers, dentists, health professionals, physicians, surgeons, osteopaths, 
psychologists, psycho-therapists or psychoanalysts, or any combination thereof, which may 
provide specialized diagnostic, testing and/or treatment facilities, including clerical and 
administrative services, to persons on an outpatient basis. 
 
Club, Private  A building or grounds used for regular or periodic meetings or gatherings of a group 
of persons organized for a nonprofit purpose, but not groups organized to render a service 
customarily carried on as a business. 
 
Colony, Honey Bee  A settlement of bees consisting of a queen, worker bees, and drones.  Bee 
colonies generally live in hives. 
 
Commercial Operations, Convenience  Retail and service establishments primarily serving the 
day-to-day needs of local neighborhood residents. 
 
Commercial Operations, General Merchandise  Retail stores such as department stores, 
variety stores and general stores, which sell dry goods, apparel and accessories, furniture and 
home furnishings, hardware, and food. 
 
Commercial Operations, Personal Service  Establishments primarily engaged in providing 
personal services for individual(s) such as laundromats, barbershops, beauty parlors, 
photographic studios, funeral homes, and tailors. 
 
Community Living Arrangement (also see Group Home)  Any of the following facilities 
licensed or operated, or permitted under the authority of the Wisconsin Department of Health 
and Social Services: child welfare agencies under Section 48.60, group homes for children under  
48.02 (7), and community based residential facilities under Section 50.01; but does not include 
day care centers, convalescent or nursing homes, general hospitals, special hospitals, prisons and 
jails (see further definition in Section 46.03 (22) of the Wisconsin State Statutes). 
 
Communication Tower  Any structure, whether free-standing or attached to an existing 
building or structure, that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of supporting 
one or more antennas, including self-supporting lattice towers, guy towers, or monopole towers. 
The term includes radio and television transmission towers, microwave towers, common-carrier 
towers, cellular telephone towers, alternative tower structures and the like.  The following types 
of towers are excluded from this definition but are regulated in the ordinance: 
residential/personal television and amateur (ham) radio towers, receivers, and antennas. 
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Conditional Use  A use which may not conform with permitted uses of a zoning district but 
which may be permitted by the terms of this ordinance provided that certain conditions specified 
herein or as may be determined to be necessary by the town are required as part of the permit 
issued by the town pursuant to this ordinance. 
 
Conceptual Plan  A general development plan which is reviewed by the town at the conceptual 
design stage where the development proposal is discussed, issues are raised, and possible areas of 
concern are identified early in the planning process in an effort to enhance communication, define 
expectations and expedite the approval process.  The plan should address the following types of 
issues: access, streets, primary environmental corridors, conservancy/wetland, floodplain, soils, 
topography, drainage, compliance with zoning, compliance with park and open space and land use 
plans, comprehensive plans, etc.  It should be noted this list is not inclusive, and the adopted Town 
of Lisbon Land Division Review Checklist should be consulted for CSMs and plats.  Once a 
consensus is reached on the type of development that is to take place, the developer comes back to 
the town with a formal submittal of a detailed preliminary plan/plat followed by the final plan/plat.  
Although there are no guarantees the final plan/plat approval will coincide exactly with what was 
discussed at the conceptual level, the purpose of reviewing a conceptual plan/plat is to provide the 
developer with the ordinance requirements, general information and preliminary comments as to how 
the town would like to see the project develop and what types of issues must be addressed prior to 
final approval in order to protect the community’s interests. 
 
Condominium  A legal form of ownership established in accordance with Chapter 703 of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes where an estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in 
common in a portion of a parcel in real property, together with a separate interest in the space in a 
building on such real property such as an apartment, and may also include a separate interest in other 
portions of such real property.  All condominium residents may own the land in common or a single 
entity such as a developer could own the land in common.  Roads are generally private roads, and 
condominium associations are common.  In a residential example, this form of property ownership 
has the effect of permitting more than one dwelling unit on a lot without the division of the fee 
simple interest in said lot.  The real estate is not a condominium unless the undivided interests in the 
common elements are vested in the unit owners. 
 
Condominium Plat  see Plat, Condominium. 
 
Conservancy/Wetland Setback  The horizontal distance between the closest point of a structure or 
building and the Conservancy/Wetland boundary. 
 
Contractor’s Yard  The exterior premises on which construction and maintenance materials (i.e. 
salt, sand, cement, decorative block, stone, etc.) or landscaping materials (i.e. sand, gravel, stone, 
timbers, wood chips, mulch, etc.) or construction or maintenance equipment (i.e. bulldozers, front-
end loaders, back-hoes, trucks, trailers, etc.) are stored to be utilized for off-site construction, 
maintenance, or landscaping purposes.  Where landscape materials are stored or sold for retail or 
wholesale markets and accessory to an otherwise permitted use by right, such uses shall not be 
considered a contractor’s yard. 
 
Convenience Store   A retail establishment offering for sale prepackaged food products, household 
items, and other goods commonly associated with the same.  The store could operate as a stand-alone 
establishment or in conjunction with a service station and/or fast food type restaurant. 
 
Conventional Subdivision Plat  A division of a lot, parcel, or tract of land by the owner thereof or 
the owner’s agent for the purpose of sale or of building development in accordance with the 
definition of a subdivision in this ordinance and designed in accordance with the zoning ordinance 
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and subdivision control ordinance of the town but does not utilize the general concepts of clustering, 
conservation design, planned units developments and similar development concepts.  Refer to Figure 
1. 
 
Crawl Space An area partly or completely below grade that can be used for storage beneath the 
principal building or structure (other than the basement) which may have a dirt floor, trap (bilco 
type) doors, and a ceiling height generally below 5 feet. 
 
Cul-de-Sac  A minor street with only one outlet, and the other end closed either temporarily or 
permanently with a turn around, which is designed to allow the safe and convenient reversal of 
traffic movement. 
 
Dairy  A business establishment for the processing and sale of dairy products. 
 
Dance Hall  A facility including any room, place, or space in which a public dance or public ball 
with live or amplified music (not including a juke box), and live entertainment including shows, disc 
jockeys, comedy or dramatic acts, is conducted excluding any public or private school or church hall 
when used for public dances sponsored by the school or church authority or of a parent teachers 
association. 
 
Day Care Center/Facilities (also Child Care Facilities/Center)  A facility where care and 
supervision is provided for eight (8) or more children for less than 24 hours a day and licensed as 
a day care center by the State Department of Health and Social Services under Section 48.65 of 
the Wisconsin State Statutes. 
 
Day Care, Family Home  A specific type of day care center, where a dwelling is licensed as a day 
care center by the State Department of Health and Social Services under Section 48.65 and where 
care is provided for not more than eight (8) children. 
 
Deed Restriction  A limitation on the property described, which is recorded in the County 
Register of Deeds office, and to which the current and subsequent property owners are bound. 
 
Deck  An exterior structure characterized by a flat, open (unenclosed, unroofed), or horizontal 
surface or platform suspended above the grade of the land it covers, either attached or adjacent to 
the exterior wall of a building, and which may be supported by posts, beams, cantilevers, or by 
other methods, and generally constructed of wood. 
 
Density  The number of dwelling units or housing structures per unit of land, typically one acre. 
 
Design Guideline  A standard that outlines the architectural character of the site and/or building. 
 
Developable Land Area  The area of a site exclusive of land rendered unbuildable by local, 
state or federal codes, agreement between developers and the Town, or by natural conditions. 
 
Development  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate; including but not 
limited to construction of buildings or other structures, mining, digging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation, land disturbance, or drilling operations. 
 
Dry Land Access  A vehicular access route which is above the regional flood elevation and which 
connects land located in the floodplain to land outside the floodplain, such as a road with its surface 
above regional flood elevation and wide enough for wheeled rescue and relief vehicles. 
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Duplex (also two family dwelling)  One residential building housing two individual living units 
or single housekeeping entities. 
 
Dwelling or Dwelling Unit  A building or structure or that part of a building or structure used or 
intended to be used as a home, residence or sleeping place by one or more persons maintaining a 
common household.  This definition shall not encompass hotels, boarding, lodging, or rooming 
houses, bed and breakfast/tourist homes, or recreational facilities. 
 
Dwelling, Multiple-Family  A building or structure or portion thereof arranged or designed to 
be occupied by three (3) or more families living independently of each other, including row 
houses, town houses, flats, condominiums, and apartments. 
 
Dwelling, Single One-Family  A building or structure designed exclusively for the use and 
occupancy by one (1) family. 
 
Dwelling, Two-Family (also duplex)  A building or structure arranged or designed to provide 
dwelling units for occupancy by no more than two (2) families living independently of each 
other. 
 
Easement  A written and recorded authorization given by an owner of land to another party for a 
specific limited use of that land or a portion thereof.  An easement may be in the form of a 
surface, subsurface, or overhead easement.  An easement may be acquired by a governmental 
entity through dedication. 
 
Educational Institution  Public, private, charitable, and non-profit academic schools, junior 
colleges, colleges or universities, trade or business schools, with or without living quarters, 
dining rooms, restaurants, heating plants, and other incidental facilities for students, teachers, 
and employees. 
 
Elderly Housing (also senior apartments)  A self-contained residential housing development 
designed to meet the needs of, is physically accessible to, and reserved exclusively for 
occupancy by senior citizens.  At least one of the occupants of the dwelling unit must be over the 
age of 55 in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988.  This 
definition does not include developments that contain convalescent or nursing home facilities. 
 
Emergency Access Easement  An area of land designed, constructed, and set aside to provide 
alternate access for emergency vehicle response. 
 
Engineer, Professional  One trained, certified, and practicing generally as a civil engineer 
whose duties are to plan, design, construct, and manage mainly public works projects. 
 
Environmental Corridors  see Upland/Environmental Corridors. 
Environmental corridors (primary and secondary) are the composite of the best individual elements 
of the natural resource base including surface water, lakes, streams, and rivers and their associated 
floodlands and shorelands; woodlands, prairies, wetlands and wildlife habitat; areas of ground water 
discharge and recharge; wet/poorly drained/organic soils, rugged terrain and high relief topography 
where slopes exceed 12%; and significant geological formations and physiographic features.  A 
description of the process the defining and delineation of Environmental Corridors is set forth in the 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission's Technical Record, Volume 4, No. 2 and is 
incorporated herein by reference.  Such areas are usually delineated on adopted land use plans, 
comprehensive plans, or park and open space plans produced for use by the Town of Lisbon in order 
to preserve these natural open spaces. 
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Environmentally Sensitive or Significant Areas  are lands which are zoned as C-1 
Conservancy or UC Upland Corridor, or are designated as Primary Environmental Corridor, 
Secondary Environmental Corridor, or Isolated Natural Resource Area on the Town of Lisbon 
Land Use Plan Map and include features such as wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes, water, 
underground water recharge areas, shores, and plant and animal habitats. 
 
Equalized Value The value of the improvements on the property which is calculated by dividing 
the assessed value of the property established by the local community assessor by the assessment 
ratio established for the community by the State of Wisconsin.  The value is indicated on the 
local tax roll or on the County tax roll and is an expression of the current market value of the 
improvements.   
 
Family  One (1) or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, or four (4) or fewer 
unrelated persons who live together in one (1) dwelling unit as a single nonprofit housekeeping 
entity, but not including sororities, fraternities, boarding, lodging, or rooming houses, bed and 
breakfast/tourist homes, or other similar organizations. 
 
Farm Building  A building or structure built or placed upon land used as a farm operation as defined 
in this ordinance, that is considered essential and standard to, and used for, agricultural operations 
such as storing agricultural equipment, storing farm produce or products, housing livestock or 
poultry, or processing dairy products.  Dwellings are not included in this definition.  The definition 
shall include barns, silos, machine sheds, poultry houses, etc. located on more than ten (10) acres. 
 
Farm, Fur  A tract of land devoted in whole or in part to the raising of fur bearing animals for 
commercial purposes. 
 
Farm Operation  One or more parcels of land either contiguous or separate aggregating not less 
than ten (10) acres under a single ownership and/or management upon which the production of 
natural fibers, animals, and/or food for human or animal consumption is produced, otherwise 
defined as agriculture. 
 
Farm, Pig  A tract of land devoted principally to the raising and feeding of pigs and/or hogs. 
 
Farm, Poultry and/or Egg Production  A tract of land, which may or may not be a part of a larger 
farm operation, devoted principally to the raising of poultry and/or egg production. 
 
Fence  Any artificially constructed barrier of any material or combination of materials erected to 
enclose an area of land (such as a boundary fence) or to screen, protect or confine objects on the 
land (such as a privacy fence).  This definition does not include berms, silt fences, or retaining 
walls.  Fences do not require a permit, but may otherwise be regulated in this ordinance. 
 
First Floor The first level of a building other than a basement, exposed basement, cellar, or 
crawl space. 
 
Flood  A temporary rise in water level that results in water overtopping the boundaries of its 
channel or land banks and inundating areas adjacent to the stream channel or lakebed. 
 
Flood Fringe  That portion of the floodplain outside of the floodway, which is covered by 
floodwater during the 100-year (regional) flood.  The term "flood fringe" is generally associated 
with standing water rather than flowing water and is subject to inundation by the 100-year 
recurrence interval flood.  For the purpose of this ordinance, the flood fringe is included in the 
Conservancy District. 
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Floodlands  Those lands, including the floodplains, floodways and channels, subject to inundation 
by the 100-year recurrence interval flood or, where such data is not available, the maximum flood of 
record.  The purpose of the Shoreland and Floodland Overlay District is to encompass all shoreland 
and floodland areas in the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Floodplain, 100-year (also Regional Flood)   Land which has been or may be covered by 
floodwater during a 100-year  (regional) flood event.  Those floodlands, are subject to inundation 
by the 100-year recurrence interval flood or, where such data is not available, the maximum 
flood of record.  The floodplain includes the floodway, flood fringe, shallow depth flooding, 
flood storage and coastal floodplain areas. 
 
Floodplain Setback  The horizontal distance between the closest point of a structure or building 
and the 100-year floodplain. 
 
Floodproofing  Floodproofing involves any combination of structural provisions, change or 
adjustments to properties and structures subject to flooding, primarily for the purpose of reducing or 
eliminating flood damage to properties, water and sanitary facilities, structures and contents of 
buildings in flood hazard areas. Such facilities shall be designed to withstand the flood velocities,  
forces and other factors associated with the one hundred-year recurrence interval flood, and which 
will assure protection of the property to the flood protection elevation. Such measures include, with 
limitation because of enumeration, the following: 
 
A. Installation of watertight doors, bulkheads and shutters. 
 
B. Reinforcement of walls and floors to resist pressures. 
 
C. Use of paints, membranes or mortars to reduce seepage of water through walls. 
 
D. Addition of mass or weight to structures to prevent flotation. 
 
E. Placement of essential utilities above the flood protection elevation. 
 
F. Pumping facilities and/or subsurface drainage systems for buildings to relieve external 

foundation wall and basement floor pressures and to lower water levels in structures. 
 
G. Construction of water supply and waste treatment systems to prevent the entrance of flood 

waters. 
 
H. Construction to resist rupture or collapse caused by water pressure or floating debris. 
 
I. Cutoff valves or sewer lines or the elimination of gravity flow basement drains. 
 
Floodway  Those floodlands and floodplain, including the channel of a river or stream, required to 
carry and discharge the 100-year recurrence interval flood.  The term "floodway" is generally 
associated with flowing water rather than standing water and is subject to inundation by the 100-year 
recurrence interval flood, and shall remain undeveloped and free of obstructions. 
 
Flood Profile A graph showing the relationship of the floodwater surface elevation for a flood event 
of a specified recurrence interval to the streambed and other significant natural and man-made 
features along a stream. 
 
Flood Protection Elevation  An elevation two (2) feet above the height of the 100-year 
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(regional) floodplain elevation as defined herein (also see freeboard). 
 
Flood, Regional  A flood having an average frequency of the 100-year recurrence interval flood. 
 
Flood Stage  The elevation of the floodwater surface above an officially established datum plane. In 
the Town of Lisbon, the datum plane used shall be mean sea level, 1929 adjustment. 
 
Floor Area  means the area of a room that has a ceiling height of at least 6’. 
 
Floor Area, Gross  The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a building 
measured from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall separating two 
buildings, but not including basements, interior parking spaces, loading space for motor vehicles, 
or any space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six (6) feet. 
 
Floor Area, Gross Leasable (GLA) The total of all floor areas of a building, excluding 
stairwells and elevator shafts, equipment rooms, interior vehicular parking or loading; and all 
floors below the first or ground floor, except when used or intended to be used for human 
habitation or service to the public. 
 
Floor Area, Minimum  The minimum floor area of a residence allowed in accordance with the 
zoning district in which the property is located. 
 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR), Total  The term floor area ratio or FAR shall be used to indicate the total 
floor area of all levels of all buildings (not including the basement as defined in this ordinance) 
permitted on a lot, expressed as a percentage ratio to the total area of the lot; i.e., an FAR of one 
hundred (100) percent allows a floor area equal to the total area of the lot, an FAR of fifty (50) 
percent allows a floor area of one-half the total area of the lot, etc.  A floor area ratio of fifty (50) 
percent could be applied to a one-story building occupying fifty (50) percent of the lot or a two-story 
building occupying twenty-five (25) percent of the lot.  If an overhang is in excess of 2 feet, the 
entire overhang shall be included in the FAR calculations. 
 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR), Accessory Building  The gross floor area of all levels of all accessory 
buildings on a lot divided by the lot area. 
 
Fowl (also see poultry)  domesticated birds generally raised for food which, for the purposes of this 
ordinance include, but are not limited to, chickens, ducks, geese, turkey, guinea fowl, and pheasants.  
Any other fowl not listed above will be considered on a case by case basis by the Plan Commission.  
All birds shall be kept confined or enclosed in a pen and not permitted to run at large in recorded 
subdivisions.  Refer to individual zoning district regulations for the quantity of poultry/fowl allowed 
in each district.   
 
Freeboard  A factor of safety expressed in terms of a certain amount of feet above a calculated flood 
level.  Freeboard compensates for the many unknown factors that contribute to flood heights greater 
than the height calculated, and include, but are not limited to, ice jams, debris accumulation, wave 
action, obstructed bridge openings, and the effects of urbanization on the hydrology of the watershed. 
 
Frontage  The smallest dimension of a lot abutting a street, including contiguous arc segments and 
tangent lengths, measured along the street line. 
 
Frontage Road  A minor street auxiliary to, contiguous to, and parallel to the side of an arterial or 
collector street affording direct and controlled vehicular access to the abutting property.  For the 
purpose of this ordinance, a frontage road shall be considered part of the established right-of-way 
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width of the street or highway it is adjacent to and the base setback line shall be measured one half 
the width of the platted frontage road from the centerline of the platted frontage road. 
 
Fur-Bearing Animals  Animals that are specifically raised for their pelts, including, but not limited 
to badger, beaver, bobcat, coyote, fisher, fox, lynx, marten, mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, raccoon, 
skunk, weasel, and wolf. 
 
Garage, Private  A building or structure designed and used primarily for the intended purpose 
of parking, storing or sheltering only private motor vehicles, trailers, motor homes, and other 
vehicles and equipment typically housed in a private garage and belonging to the residents of the 
premises, and which shall not be utilized for human habitation other than to access and use the 
items stored in the garage, unless otherwise permitted in this ordinance.  Such use shall be 
accessory to the residential use of the property on which it is located and may be attached to or 
detached from the residence.  The large garage type door used for primary access from the 
driveway shall have a functional opening of a minimum of eight (8) feet wide and a minimum of 
seven (7) feet in height.  No equipment, parts, fuel, grease, or oil shall be sold and vehicles shall 
not be equipped, serviced, repaired, hired, or sold for monetary gain as a business.  Carports are 
defined separately in this ordinance. 
 
Garage, Public  Any building or structure, other than a private garage, where motor-driven 
vehicles are equipped, repaired, serviced, hired, sold, parked, or stored for monetary gain as a 
business.  (See Service Establishments) 
 
Grade, Established Street  The elevation of the finished street at the centerline or curb as fixed by 
the engineer or by such authority as shall be designated by law to determine such an elevation. 
 
Grade, Finished Yard  The maximum elevation at the top of the foundation or in accordance with 
the Major Grading Plan approved by the Town Building Inspector and the Town Engineer. 
 
Grading Permit, Minor   A permit processed by the building inspector for land disturbing activities 
which are not associated with new construction and/or additions that do not exceed disturbance 
greater than three thousand (3,000) square feet in area and/or thirty (30) cubic yards in aggregate.  A 
minor grading permit is not required for farming activities such as plowing or tilling of the soil. 
 
Green Space  A natural or man-made land area not occupied by any structure or other impervious 
surface such as paved or gravel roads, driveways, surface parking, service or other areas. 
 
Group Home  See "Community Living Arrangement". 
 
Guesthouse  An accessory structure used principally for the short-term occupancy of guests of the 
owners (not a housekeeping entity), normally not exceeding two (2) weeks in duration, and shall not 
be leased or rented for human occupancy. 
 
High Groundwater Elevation  The highest elevation to which subsurface water rises.  This may be 
evidenced by the actual presence of water during wet periods of the year, or by mottling during drier 
periods (see mottling). 
 
High Water Elevation (see Ordinary High Water Mark) 
 
Highway  (also see traffic artery)  A right-of-way, designated on the "Established Street and 
Highway Width Map" of Waukesha County, or other comprehensive system, for the principal 
purpose of providing vehicular thoroughfare and not necessarily affording direct across to abutting 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 2 19  

property. 
 
Home Occupation  Any occupation, profession, activity, or other accessory use conducted 
entirely within the principal residence for monetary gain or financial support engaged in by an 
occupant of a dwelling unit as a use which is clearly incidental to the use of the dwelling unit for 
residential purposes, is located in a residential zoning district, which does not alter the exterior of 
the structure or property, does not become a nuisance, or affect the residential character of the 
neighborhood, and is in accordance with the regulations of this ordinance. 
 
Homeowner’s Association  An organization of property owners or residents who are responsible for 
costs and upkeep of semi-private community facilities, and for enforcing any covenants/restrictions 
the Association may have adopted. 
 
Horticulture  The culture of growing and cultivating fruits, flowers and related plant material. 
 
Hospital  A state licensed institution providing primary health services and medical or surgical 
care to persons, primarily inpatients, suffering from illness, disease, injury, deformity, and other 
abnormal physical or mental conditions, and including, as an integral part of the institution, 
related facilities such as laboratories, outpatient facilities, or training facilities. 
 
Hospital, Animal  An establishment providing for medical care and treatment of animals and 
domestic pets, but distinguished from a kennel in that no outdoor runs shall be permitted for 
boarded animals and all indoor runs shall be sound proof. 
 
Hotel  See Motel. 
 
Housekeeping Entity  A housing unit where all of the amenities of bathing and sanitary facilities, 
eating, dining, cooking, living, sleeping, lounging, and storage are provided the person or body of 
persons occupying and living together as a single entity within the unit.  A single family residence or 
a dwelling unit in a multiple family structure are deemed to be a single housekeeping entity. 
 
Human Habitation  The use of a building or structure for overnight living or longer periods of time, 
and including the aggregate of normal occupancy activities such as lounging, cooking, eating, 
sleeping, living, dining, bathing, sanitation, storage, etc. 
 
Impervious Surface  Land area and surfaces where water is unable to infiltrate into the soil.  Such 
surfaces include, but are not limited to roadways and pathways that are paved with concrete or 
asphalt, roofs, patios, sidewalks, parking lots, packed or rock surfaces, and similar surfaces. 
 
Increase in Regional Flood Height  Means a calculated upward rise in the regional flood 
elevation, equal to or greater than 0.01 foot, resulting from a comparison of existing conditions 
and proposed conditions which is directly attributable to development in the floodplain but not 
attributable to manipulation of mathematical variables such as roughness factors, expansion and 
contraction, coefficients and discharge. 
 
Industrial Park  A tract of land that has been planned, developed and operated as an integrated 
facility for a number of individual industrial uses, with special attention to circulation, parking, 
utility needs, aesthetics, building design, and compatibility.  Similar to an Office Park or a 
Business Park. 
 
Industry Those fields of economic activity including forestry, fishing, hunting and trapping; 
mining; construction; manufacturing; transportation, communication, electric, gas, and sanitary 
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services; and wholesale trade which engage in warehousing, wholesaling and distribution, 
processing, treatment, packaging, manufacturing, assembly, fabrication, repair and maintenance 
services. 
 
Infill  New development within an area already served by existing infrastructure and services. 
 
Infrastructure  Public utilities, facilities, and delivery systems such as sewers, streets, curbing, 
sidewalks, and other public services. 
 
In Law Unit  A room or suite of rooms used or occupied as a separate housekeeping entity and 
located in a single family dwelling occupied by persons related by blood, adoption or marriage to the 
family or persons occupying the single-family dwelling. 
 
Isolated Natural Resource Area  These areas, like primary and secondary corridors, also contain 
the best individual elements of the natural resource base including surface water, lakes, streams, and 
rivers and their associated floodlands and shorelands; woodlands, prairies, wetlands and wildlife 
habitat; areas of ground water discharge and recharge; wet/poorly drained/organic soils, rugged 
terrain and high relief topography where slopes exceed 12%; and significant geological formations 
and physiographic features, but are isolated from the environmental corridors by urban development 
or agricultural use.  They provide valuable wildlife habitat, and the woodland and wetlands lend 
aesthetics, green space, open space, and natural diversity to an area.  A description of the process the 
defining and delineation of Environmental Corridors and Natural Resource Areas is set forth in the  
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission's Technical Record, Volume 4, No. 2 and is 
incorporated herein by reference.  Such areas are usually delineated on adopted land use plans, 
comprehensive plans, or park and open space plans produced for use by the Town of Lisbon in order 
to preserve these natural open spaces. 
 
Junk  Includes, but is not limited to, garbage, waste, refuse, trash, tires, scrap materials such as 
metal, lumber, furniture, paper, cans, bottles, motor vehicle parts, or similar articles, and any motor 
vehicle or trailer which is unlicensed, inoperable, abandoned, disassembled, disabled, junked, or 
wrecked. 
 
Jurisdiction  The area subject to the legislative control of the Town of Lisbon Town Plan 
Commission and/or Town Board, or other governmental entities. 
 
Kennel, Commercial (see Animal Boarding Place)  An establishment, structure, land, or 
premises where dogs or other household/domestic pets are raised and sold, bred, kept, hired out, 
cared for, remunerated, shown, boarded for any length of time, trained or groomed for 
commercial purposes.  The raising and selling of three (3) or more litters of dogs from any 
number of adult dogs per year shall constitute a commercial kennel.  This definition includes 
“doggy day care”, dog rescue, pet sitting businesses, and similar operations. 
 
Kennel, Hobby  A non-commercial establishment, structure, premises or pursuit accessory to the 
principal use of the property where six (6) or more dogs or other household pets of six (6) or more 
months of age are kept by the owner for such personal purposes as pets, field trials, shows hunting, 
or hobby. The occasional raising of not more than two (2) litters of dogs or other household pets per 
year on a premises and the sale or disposal of said dogs or other household pets within six (6) months 
of their birth shall also be considered a hobby kennel.  Any North American wildlife kept on the 
property also requires a captive wildlife permit from the WDNR.  
 
Kitchen  means an area used, or designed to be used, for the preparation of food. 
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Lake, Navigable  Under Wisconsin law, includes all natural inland bodies of water of any size that 
are capable of floating any boat, skiff or canoe of the shallowest drift used for recreational purposes. 
 
Land Altering Activity/Disturbance  Any man-made alteration or disturbance of the land surface 
resulting in a change in the topography, removing existing vegetative cover or non-vegetative soil 
cover which changes the land surface, cutting of trees which changes the land surface, excavating, 
demolition, clearing and grubbing, soil removal, filling, grading, dredging, pit trench dewatering, 
and/or channel improvements in excess of three thousand (3,000) square feet in area and/or thirty 
(30) cubic yards in aggregate of disturbance, that may result in runoff and lead to an increase in soil 
erosion and may move sediment into water bodies.  Agricultural land uses such as plowing, 
tilling, planting, growing, cultivating and harvesting of crops, growing and tending of gardens and 
harvesting of trees, and tree nurseries are not included in the above definition. 
 
Landfill (also see Refuse Disposal Site)  a disposal facility for solid wastes. 
 
Landing Area, Private  An area for landing aircraft which has been constructed by a person for 
private use and which is not open to the general public. 
 
Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan  A plan prepared in accordance with state 
statute that provides goals, a general idea of the future use of the land, and land use designations in 
the form of a map, to provide for public health, safety, and general welfare.  Also includes any 
Comprehensive Development Plan adopted by the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Light Industry  Research and development activities, processing, manufacturing, fabrication, 
assembly, packaging, and storage of goods and materials for sale and distribution from 
predominantly previously prepared materials, where such activities are conducted wholly within an 
enclosed building and which does not create an objectionable amount of noise, dust, soot, dirt, odor, 
smoke, glare or vibration outside said building. 
 
Livestock  Farm animals which are typically kept for breeding, production of agricultural products, 
sale or pleasure, including, but not limited to, cattle, bovine, emus, ostriches, llamas, alpaca, pigs, 
swine, hogs, sows, horses, donkeys, mules, cows, sheep, goats, and bison. 
 
Livestock Equivalent  a unit of measure of livestock used in this ordinance as follows:  one 
livestock equivalent includes, but is not limited to, one bison, one buffalo, one horse, one bovine, 
one steer, one cow, two ponies less than fourteen and one-half hands in height at the highest point of 
the withers (which is approximately 56.8 inches or 4.73 feet) or they are considered a horse, one 
mule, two ostriches, two emus, two llamas, two alpacas, two miniature horses, two donkeys, two 
burros, four sheep, four goats, or four pigmy goats.  Any animal not listed will be considered on a 
case by case basis by the Plan Commission.  Refer to individual zoning district regulations for the 
quantity of animals allowed in each district.  It should be noted swine, pigs, hogs, sows, male goats, 
fur-bearing animals, and household pets are regulated separately in this ordinance. 
 
Limited Family Business  see service oriented business. 
 
Loft  means an upper room or floor that has a portion of the common wall open to the floor below. A 
loft may have an open guardrail for safety purposes, but not a window or half-wall guardrail, and for 
the purpose of this ordinance is considered a habitable room. 
 
Lot  A parcel of contiguous land with described boundaries and abutting or having access via an 
approved easement to a street or other approved way, and exclusive of any land lying in public 
rights-of-way, mil tax roads, public streams or other public water body. Where such streams or 
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public rights-of-way divide a single described parcel into two (2) or more parts, such severed 
portions shall be considered separate individual lots if such separate parcels individually meet the 
use regulations, building location, width, and area regulations of the zoning district in which they are 
located. Where such separate parcels do not meet those requirements and have been described as a 
single parcel of record, together such severed portions shall be considered to be a single lot for 
regulatory purposes under the provisions of this ordinance, and such severed areas shall constitute a 
single lot for computation of area regulations and other locational provisions of this ordinance. 
 
Lot Area  The area of a lot as defined herein bounded by lot lines exclusive of land provided for 
public rights-of-way, mill tax roads, public streams or other public bodies of water. 
 
Lot, Corner  A lot abutting and fronting on two (2) or more streets at an intersection. 
 
Lot Coverage  That portion of the lot that is covered by buildings, structures, surfaced 
pavement, driveways, parking areas, loading areas, paving, and all other covering materials and 
improvements on the ground surface which are impervious to surface absorption. 
 
Lot Depth  The average horizontal distance measured between the base setback line and the 
opposing rear lines of the lot or, in the case of a lot not abutting a public road, between the front 
lot line and the opposing rear lot line. 
 
Lot, Flag  A lot that has less frontage on a public road than is required by the zoning ordinance.  
The “flagpole” is the narrow access corridor from the road to the “flag” portion of the lot, which 
is generally located behind lots that have the required amount of public road frontage. 
 
Lot Coverage  A measure of intensity of use of the land that represents the area of a site that is 
impervious (i.e., does not absorb water), as expressed as a percentage of the lot’s net area.  This 
area includes, but is not limited to, all areas covered by buildings structures, driveways, roads, 
sidewalks, and any other area of concrete, cement, asphalt, pavement, or other impervious 
surface.   
 
Lot Frontage  The front of a lot shall be that boundary of a lot along a street. 
 
Lot Lines  The lines of record bounding a lot as defined herein which divides one lot from 
another lot, or from a public or private street, or any other public space. 
 
Lot, Legal Nonconforming (also referred to as a Substandard Lot)    Any lawfully created 
lot or parcel that does not conform to the minimum area or width requirements of this ordinance 
for the district in which it is located either at the effective date of this ordinance or any 
subsequent amendment thereto. 
 
Lot Line, Shore  The abutting ordinary high water mark of navigable waters. 
 
Lot Line, Side  Any lot line that is not the base setback line or shore lot line that separates adjoining 
lots, except that on a corner lot, a side lot line may be a base setback line. 
 
Lot of Record  A platted lot or lot described in a Certified Survey Map, which has been approved by 
the Town and has been recorded in the office of the Waukesha County Register of Deeds, or a metes 
and bounds description of a lot which has been recorded in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds 
Office prior to the adoption of this original Ordinance (July 14, 1958), or a lot allowed, created, and 
approved in accordance with the Town Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Control Ordinance. 
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Lot Width, Minimum Average  The average between the minimum and maximum distance as 
measured on a lot between the side lot lines, and perpendicular to the centerline of the lot. A lot shall 
be at least as wide as the specified minimum average width for a distance of at least one-half the 
length of the lot. 
 
Manufactured Home (see Modular Home) 
 
Manufacturing  The mechanical or chemical transformation of raw materials or substances into 
new products including the assembling of component parts, the manufacturing of products, and 
the blending of materials such as lubricating oils, plastics, resins or liquors. (Processing on farms 
is not classified as manufacturing if the raw material is grown on the farm.  The manufacturing is 
accessory to the major use of farming).  For the purposes of use in this code, manufacturing shall 
not include heavy industrial uses such as tanneries, meatpacking, foundries, hazardous waste 
recycling, chemical production, petrochemical industries, rubber refining, primary metal, and/or 
related industries. 
 
Marina  A tract of land contiguous to a body of water and including any piers, wharves, or docks 
extending into the water and below the ordinary high water mark, and/or any structures upon that 
tract of land, where the commercial mooring or berthing at docks or buoys (dry or wet), 
maintenance, repair, storage, launching, refueling, or selling of boats and/or accessories for private 
boats takes place. For purposes of this ordinance, the word commercial describing marina activities 
occurring at piers, docks, or wharves such as mooring, dockage, or repair, is the act of receiving 
remuneration, either in monetary payments, or other services or privileges, and where the use of the 
property or water is purchased by persons other the riparian owner or not more than the unrelated 
four (4) persons, defined herein by the word “family”, who dwell on the parcel. 
 
Minor Land Division (also see Certified Survey Map)  A division of land within the jurisdiction of 
this Ordinance other than a subdivision, or otherwise exempted by law, shall constitute a minor land 
division and shall be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and the subdivision control 
ordinance of the town.  Remnant parcels resulting from the division of land shall be included in the 
minor land division. 
 
Minor structures  Any small, moveable accessory erection or construction such as  pet houses, 
play equipment, play houses, flag poles, mailboxes, basketball hoops, satellite dishes 18 inches 
or less in diameter, or small objects that are easily moved by hand, such as lawn chairs, portable 
grills, portable picnic tables, temporary fencing, bird feeders, bird houses, and birdbaths.  A wall 
less than 18 inches in height (cumulative) shall also be considered a minor structure (garden 
wall).  None of these items are regulated herein. 
 
Mobile Home (also called single or double wide units or mobile home trailers)  A structure or 
vehicle which is used, titled, and registered as a residential dwelling for living quarters, and contains 
sleeping accommodations, furniture, a flush toilet, a tub or shower bath, kitchen facilities and 
appliances, heat and other complete year round facilities, and plumbing and electrical connections 
for attachment to outside systems; and is designed for transportation after fabrication on streets or 
highways on wheels and arrives at the site where it is to be occupied complete and ready for 
occupancy except for minor and incidental unpacking and assembly operations, construction of the  
permanent foundation, connections to utilities, and the like.  A mobile home is not considered a 
recreational vehicle as defined herein, and is not used for camping, touring, or other recreational 
purposes. 
 
Mobile Home Park (also see trailer camp)  Any plot or plots of ground upon which two (2) or 
more units occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes are located, regardless of whether or not a 
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charge is made for the  accommodation (per 2001-2002 Wisconsin Statutes Section 66.0435(e)). 
 
Modular Home  (also called manufactured or pre-fabricated/pre-cut homes) A principal 
structure which is partially pre-assembled at a manufacturing plant and placed together or 
permanently erected on a lot or parcel as a dwelling unit, either with or without a foundation, and  
meeting the requirements of all applicable state and local building codes. 
 
Motel (also Hotel)  A building or series of buildings, with or without the availability of conference 
rooms, recreational facilities, or meals being served in a restaurant associated with the facility, in 
which short term lodging (not a housekeeping entity) normally not exceeding two (2) weeks in 
duration, is offered for the traveling public for compensation and which may have more than five (5) 
individual sleeping rooms, or grouping of rooms (or a suite), or units, and toilet and bathing facilities 
for the purpose of overnight sleeping, and which is distinguished from a hotel primarily by reason of 
providing direct independent access to each room and adjoining parking for each room or unit.  
Some facilities may provide longer term housing (normally more than two (2) weeks) to persons or 
groups of persons as a “residence inn” and such uses are thus considered apartments with each unit 
serving as a single housekeeping entity having cooking facilities in each unit. 
 
Motor Vehicle  means any automobile, car, truck, trailer, tractor, bus, vehicle, or other conveyance 
that is self-propelled by an internal combustion engine or motor, and for the purposes of this 
ordinance shall include, but not be limited to, automobiles, cars, trucks, buses, recreational vehicles 
as defined in this ordinance, motorized farm equipment, mobile machinery and equipment, 
motorcycles, snow removal equipment and vehicles, and lawn mowing equipment and vehicles. 
 
Mottling  A mixture or variation of soil colors.  In soils with restricted internal drainage, gray, 
yellow, red, and brown colors are intermingled yielding a multicolored effect. 
 
National Flood Insurance Program  A program administered by FEMA that makes federally 
backed flood insurance available in communities that adopt and enforce floodplain management 
ordinances to reduce future flood damage. 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS formerly the Soil Conservation Service SCS) 
An agency of the USDA that helps to conserve, improve, and sustain natural resources and the 
environment. 
 
Navigable Waters  Those intermittent and perennial rivers, streams, ponds, natural inland lakes, 
sloughs, flowages and other waters shown on the U.S.G.S. Topographic Quadrangle 7.5 minutes 
series maps of Waukesha County (and as periodically updated) and those stream reaches shown on 
the large scale topographic mapping control survey project for Waukesha County conducted under 
Section 87.31 Wisconsin Statutes. Any water is considered navigable in fact if it meets the test 
outlined in state laws.    Determinations of navigability are ultimately field determinations made by 
the WDNR and map delineations are merely the best representation of navigable conditions at any 
particular time.  This definition also includes water bodies such as bays, springs, wells, impounding 
reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, drainage systems, and other surface waters or ground waters, 
natural or artificial, public or private and within the State’s jurisdiction in accordance with State law. 
 
Navigational Structures  Those man-made objects constructed adjacent to or within floodlands 
and/or shorelands for the purpose of aiding navigation. 
 
Necessary Backfill – Material placed immediately adjacent to a new building/or building addition 
for the purpose of covering planned sub-surface walls and foundations.  Includes material to support 
access to the building such as, driveways, sidewalks, steps and stoops if located within 30 feet of the 
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foundation. 
 
Nuisance  An unreasonable occurrence for such length of time as to interfere with the comfort, 
enjoyment, and use of one's property, that may endanger personal or public health or safety, or is 
offensive to the senses. 

Occupancy Permit  A required permit allowing occupancy of a building or structure after it has 
been determined that the building meets all the requirements of applicable ordinances. 
 
Office  A room or group of rooms in a building used for conducting the affairs of a business, 
profession, service, industry, or government. 
 
Office Park  A project owned, developed, and managed by a single owner or a group of owners 
acting jointly, similar to a Business Park or an Industrial Park,  with the primary establishments 
being a related group of offices such as: corporate, medical, financial, insurance and real estate.  
The development considers items such as circulation, parking, utilities and compatibility. 
 
The land encompassed by this type of park is usually sub-divided and developed in accordance 
with a development agreement.  The term "park" signifies an area developed as a coordinated 
entity with similar building facades, extensive landscaping, common parking and access drives, 
and unified site design. 
 
Official Map  The map indicating the location and size of existing and proposed streets, highways, 
pathways, parks, and playgrounds as adopted and amended by the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Offset  The horizontal distance measured from the side or rear lot line, not along a street, to any 
roofed or enclosed portion of a building, and including roof overhangs. 
 
Open Space  Land area (absent of buildings) used for active or passive recreational purposes, 
agriculture, environmental resource protection, amenity, and/or buffers.  Open space may 
contain limited impervious surfaces in conjunction with the recreational uses or amenities. 
 
Open Space, Common  Lands which are open space and owned in common by individuals within a 
development, or land trusts, or other private conservation organizations, if access is available to the 
public, and as may be agreed to in the approval of the development by either the town plan 
commission or the zoning administrator.  Examples are squares, greens, parks, or greenways. 
 
Open Space, Public  Lands that are open space, dedicated and owned by a public entity, such as 
a town, city, village, county or other public entity, and used for a public purpose. 
 
Ordinary High Water Mark (also High Water Elevation)  The average annual high water level of 
a pond, stream, lake flowage, or wetland referenced to an established datum plane or, where such 
elevation is not available, the elevation of the line on the bank or shore up to which the presence and 
action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, change in 
or destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other 
easily recognized characteristics (topographic, geologic, vegetative, etc.).  Where the bank or shore 
at any particular place is of such character that it is difficult or impossible to ascertain where the 
point of ordinary high-water mark is, recourse may be had to the opposite bank of a stream or to 
other places on the shore of a lake or flowage to determine whether a given stage of water is above 
or below the ordinary high-water mark. 
 
Owner/Owners the person, persons, firm, company, corporation, or entity having record fee title to 
a property, or a legal or equitable interest in a property. 
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Outdoor/Indoor Recreational Facilities  Land and structures, along with accessory equipment, 
designed and utilized for leisure time activities of either an outdoor or indoor nature, and generally 
having a specific purpose such as tennis courts, swimming pools, basketball or racquetball courts, ice 
arenas, etc., and further classified as follows: 
 
Public:   Facilities owned and operated by a governmental agency for 

limited or general public use. 
 
Private Commercial:   Facilities owned and operated by an individual, group, or 

corporation for profit as a business whether or not opened to 
general public use. 

Private Non-Commercial Group: Facilities owned and operated by a group for the exclusive 
use of the members of such group and their guests and not 
for profit as a business. 

 
Passive park-like open areas are not included in this definition. 
 
Outdoor/Outside Storage  The keeping, in an unroofed and unenclosed area (e.g., not in a building 
or structure), of any goods, salvageable material, merchandise, vehicles, or similar items.  Outside 
storage in Business and Industrial zoning districts must be screened and/or landscaped to the 
satisfaction of the Town Plan Commission. 
 
Overhang  That portion of a roof over a structure and designated as an integral part of the structure, 
which extends from the outer wall of the structure to the eave.  Rain gutters are not included or 
considered part of the overhang. 
 
Overlay Zoning District  An overlay area with additional zoning requirements that may modify 
the basic zoning requirements of the underlying zoning district. 
 
Parcel  A lot or tract of land. 
 
Parking Space, Off-Street  A usable off-street area with independent access to a public street 
and designated for the parking of motor vehicles. 
 
Parking Area  Any public or private land area designed and used for parking motor vehicles 
including parking lots, garages, private driveways, and legally designated areas of public streets. 
 
Patio  A structure characterized by a flat, open, horizontal surface or platform usually 
constructed of concrete, brick, wood, or other natural or man-made materials, which is located 
on the surface of the ground or at the average grade of the existing ground surface. 
 
Permitted Use  Any use allowed in a zoning district and subject to the restrictions applicable to 
that zoning district. 
 
Personal Use Vehicle  Use and operation of a privately titled vehicle not directly associated 
with the conduct of business.  Business services would include, but are not limited to, taxi, 
limousine, courier, etc. 
 
Pet, Household  Generally small, domesticated animals that are customarily kept for company or 
enjoyment within the residence or in the yard.  Household pets shall include, but not be limited to, 
dogs, cats, fish, turtles, snakes, lizards, birds and certain other fowl, rabbits, gerbils, hamsters, mice, 
ferrets, and certain rodents. 
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Planned Unit Development (PUD)  is a development strategy, process or procedure that requires 
conditional use approval whereby a parcel of land is developed for a specific use in such a way as to 
provide specific benefits to the community (for example more efficient provision of public services 
such as roads and utilities), as well as the developer and future citizens who will reside with the 
development, and where the normal application of standards and requirements, primarily the lot 
sizes, are made more flexible, and which shall contain substantial amounts of common open space 
for aesthetics (rural character), natural resource or sensitive area preservation/protection (steep 
slopes, wetlands, floodplains, environmental corridors, etc.), or recreational purposes usually by 
clustering the lots (refer to Figure 1).  For the purposes of this ordinance, a conservation subdivision 
shall be an interchangeable term with planned unit development and clustering.  Owners of each 
lot may also own the building on the lot, or the development may be a condominium form of 
ownership.   
 
Planned Unit Development, Mixed  A Planned Unit Development that is a mixture of retail, 
service uses, industrial uses and/or residential uses.  Buildings associated with open space and 
recreational uses, whether public or private, shall be considered part of the open space use. 
 
Plan Commission  (also Town Plan Commission)  A body officially established under Section 
62.23 of the Wisconsin State Statutes, and charged with the duties contained therein. 
 
Planting Screen  An area landscaped with natural growing plant material sufficiently dense and of 
adequate height at the time of planting so as to effectively screen from vision the object it is intended 
to hide from view. 
 
Plat, Assessors  Plats developed in accordance with Section 70.27, Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
Plat, Condominium  A development proposal prepared under Chapter 703, Wisconsin Statutes 
which shall be reviewed in the same manner as a preliminary plat and a final plat in accordance 
with this ordinance and the Town of Lisbon Subdivision Control Ordinance. 
 
Plat, Final Subdivision  A map or plan of a parcel of land showing such data as the location, 
boundaries, dimensions, bearings, lot or unit location and designation, and ownership of 
individual properties in accordance with Chapters 236 and 703 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 
 
Plat, Preliminary Subdivision  A map showing the salient features of a proposed subdivision in 
accordance with Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and/or local land division 
ordinances and submitted to an approving authority for purposes of preliminary consideration. 
 
Plat, Recordation of  The filing of the original of the final plat with the Register of Deeds. 
 
Plat of Survey  A scaled map of a parcel or several parcels, drafted, signed, dated, and sealed by a 
Registered Land Surveyor, showing the location, dimensions, and boundaries of the land; the 
location and dimensions of all of the existing and proposed buildings on lot and those within 50 feet 
of the lot; the location and centerline of all of the abutting streets; the ordinary high water mark of 
any water body which lot abuts; the location of the existing and proposed wells and septic systems 
on lot and within 50 feet of the lot; the floor elevation of the proposed new buildings; and the 
location of percolation tests and soil borings for new buildings. 
 
Pole Building  A nonresidential structure, typically with metal clad sides and roof, utilizing wooden 
poles (without concrete or masonry support) and wooden trusses for the main structural support for 
the roof and walls, with an unfinished and uninsulated interior, used for agricultural or general 
storage purposes, and not intended for human habitation. 
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Porch/Stoop  An unenclosed exterior structure and functional element of the ingress/egress of a 
principal structure at or near grade and attached or adjacent to the exterior wall of a building 
allowing for easy and convenient passage between the exterior and interior of said structure. For the 
purposes of regulation in this ordinance a stoop is considered to be twenty (20) square feet or less 
whereas a porch exceeds twenty (20) square feet in area.  A porch/stoop may or may not be covered 
or roofed. 
 
Poultry (also see fowl)  Domestic fowl and birds, such as chickens, ducks, geese, pheasants, and 
turkeys normally raised on a farm for eggs or meat or as pets (but regulated herein as poultry and 
not as household pets).  Any other fowl and birds not listed above will be considered on a case 
by case basis by the Plan Commission.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or enclosed in a 
pen and not permitted to run at large in recorded subdivisions.  Refer to individual zoning district 
regulations for the quantity of poultry/fowl allowed in each district. 
 
Poultry Enclosure  A structure that houses fowl and poultry as defined in this ordinance.  Poultry 
enclosures are subject to the setback, offset and height regulations of an accessory building within 
the zoning district in which they are located. 
 
Poultry Houses  See “Accessory Building” for Poultry Houses on lots less than ten (10) acres in 
size. 
 
Practical Difficulty  That circumstance where special conditions affect a particular property and 
make strict compliance with the dimensional standards of the ordinance governing area, setbacks, 
offsets, width, density, frontage, height or floor area ratio unreasonable and prevent a property from 
being utilized for a permitted purpose in conformance with the use regulations of the zoning district 
in which the property is located or would render conformity with such standards unnecessarily 
burdensome. 
 
Principal Use  See "Use, Principal". 
 
Professional Office  The office of a doctor, practitioner, dentist, minister, architect, landscape 
architect, professional engineer, lawyer, author, musician, or other similar recognized profession. 
 
Public Improvements (Infrastructure)  Any part of the infrastructure such as storm water or 
drainage structures, central water system, central sewerage disposal systems, bridges, streets, 
sidewalks, utilities, and similar improvements. 
 
Public Utility  Any person, firm, corporation or municipal department, duly authorized to 
furnish under public regulation to the public, electricity, gas, steam, telephone, communication, 
cable television, transportation, or water. 
 
Public Water and Sewerage Systems  A water or sewerage system owned and operated by the 
Town, or a system owned and operated by a private individual or a corporation approved by the 
Town Board and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 
 
Pyramiding  The prohibited act of obtaining or providing access to public bodies of water across 
private lots or lands in a manner that increases the number of families that have access to that water 
to a degree greater than what would occur with individual riparian owners having individual lots 
fronting on the water. The effect of pyramiding is to funnel backlot development from offshore lots 
or residences via a narrow parcel of land to provide access to the water. Publicly owned access 
points shall not fall within this definition. 
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Quarrying  (also sand and gravel pits)  The removal of rock, slate, gravel, sand, topsoil, or other 
natural material from the earth by excavating, stripping, leveling, or any other process. 
 
Reach  A longitudinal segment of a stream generally including those floodlands wherein flood 
stages are primarily and commonly controlled by the same man-made or natural obstructions to flow. 
 
Receiving Land  The tract of land to which the additional dwelling unit development potential is 
added when utilizing the AD-10 or RD-5 zoning districts. 
 
Recreational Facility, Area, Club, Center, or Resort  Any indoor or outdoor establishment that 
provides entertainment activities for people.  If the facility is operated as a business where tickets are 
sold or fees are collected, and is open to the general public, the facility is commercial in nature.  If 
the facility is not open to the general public, and only membership dues are charged, the facility is 
considered private and noncommercial in nature. 
 
Recreational Vehicle  Recreational vehicles are vehicles and shall include, but are not limited to, the 
following: boats, jet skis, travel trailers, motor homes, camping trailers, boat/snowmobile/other 
recreational vehicle trailers, snowmobiles, all terrain or off-road vehicles, motorized three/four-
wheelers (ATVs), mini-bikes, and converted or chopped vans.  This definition does not include 
mobile homes as defined in this ordinance. 
 
Refuse Disposal Site (also see Landfill)  A tract of land operated by a public or private agent, 
subject to restrictions of use and under supervision and where more than one (1) family may take all 
types of refuse, including organic and inorganic wastes (but excluding human excreta, sewage, 
and/or other liquid wastes) for compacting and burial by sanitary land fill methods. Hard or clean fill 
operations involving materials such as sand, dirt, gravel, concrete, stone, brick, or other forms of 
clean fill material shall not constitute refuse disposal sites for the purposes of this ordinance. 
 
Regional Flood (also 100-year floodplain)  A flood determined to be representative of large floods 
known to have occurred in Wisconsin.  A regional flood is a flood with a one percent chance of being 
equaled or exceeded in any given year, and if depicted on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, the regional 
flood elevation is equivalent to the base flood elevation.  A regional flood may also be determined by 
other studies approved by the WDNR. 
 
Remnant  Any land contiguous to, but not included in, the proposed division or development 
under the control of the owner. 
 
Repair  means the act or process of fixing a building or structure to original soundness including 
redecorating, refinishing, nonstructural repairs or maintenance, replacement of existing fixtures, 
systems, or equipment with the equivalent fixture, system, or equipment. 
 
Replat  The process of changing, or the map or plat which changes, the boundaries of a recorded 
subdivision plat, Certified Survey Map, or part thereof.  The legal dividing of a large block, lot 
or outlot within a recorded subdivision plat without changing exterior boundaries of said block, 
lot or outlot is not a replat. 
 
Research Laboratory  An establishment or other facility for carrying on investigation in the 
natural, physical or social sciences, or engineering and development as an extension of 
investigation with the objective of creating end products. 
 
Restaurant  A commercial establishment including any building, room, or place wherein food 
and drink is prepared, served, sold, and/or consumed by transients or the general public, 
primarily within the principal building and in accordance with the State Health Code, and all 
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places used in connection therewith. The serving in taverns of free lunches consisting of 
popcorn, cheese, crackers, pretzels, cold sausage, cured fish, or bread and butter shall not 
constitute such taverns to be restaurants. The term restaurant does not apply to churches, 
religious, fraternal, youth, or patriotic organizations, service clubs, or civic organizations which 
occasionally prepare or serve or sell meals or lunches to transients or the general public, nor 
shall it include any private individual selling foods  
from a movable or temporary stand at public farm sales, vending machines, or concession stands. 
This definition includes, but is not limited to, sit down, drive thru, carry-out, drive in, delivery, 
and fast food type restaurants.  Refer to Section 254.61 (5) Wisconsin Statutes for additional 
detail. 
 
Retail Trade  Establishments engaged in selling goods or merchandise for personal, business, or 
household consumption, and rendering services incidental to the sale of such goods. 
 
Retaining Wall  A structure more than 18 inches in height from existing grade, or a combination or 
series of multiple structures more than 24 inches in height from existing grade, constructed of man-
made or natural materials for the purpose of retaining land or stone and resisting the lateral pressure 
of the land or stone.  Retaining walls are regulated herein. 
 
Rezoning  An amendment to a zoning map or zoning ordinance that changes the zoning district 
designation or the text of the ordinance. 
 
Right-of-Way  An area or strip of land, either public or private, occupied or intended to be 
occupied by a street, road, alley, sidewalk, path, parkway, cross-walk, walkway, railroad, electric 
transmission lines, oil or gas pipeline, water main, sanitary or storm sewer main, shade trees, 
utility line, and/or other special or similar uses or access.  The rights to utilize such right-of-way 
are generally part of a recorded document. 
 
Riparian Area  The shore area adjacent to a body of water. 
 
Road  (also see street)  A public or private right-of-way usually affording primary access to abutting 
property for street traffic. 
 
Roadside Stand  A building or structure no more than 500 square  feet in size used or intended 
to be used solely by the owner or tenant of the property on which such building or structure is 
located for the display and retail sale of agricultural products, excluding livestock, grown and 
raised on the property where said stand is located. 
 
Rural Character  The combination of natural and man-made features that portray the traditional 
form and preserve the traditional function of the rural landscape.  In the Town of Lisbon, rural 
character is manifested in a backdrop of woodlands and fields, natural features such as creeks, 
floodplains, wetlands, environmental corridors, and glacial topography, and structures such as 
farm buildings, churches and homes.  These physical features support traditional rural activities 
such as farming, extractive uses, and outdoor recreation that have been practiced for generations 
in the Town.  Homes in rural areas are either scattered at low densities or clustered together in 
small communities surrounded by open space. 
 
Salvage Yard  Any area, lot, land, parcel, building, or structure, or part thereof, used for the 
storage, collection, processing, handling, purchase, sale, exchange, or abandonment of 
wastepaper, rags, scrap metal or other scrap or discarded goods, glass, plastic, rubber, materials, 
tires, tools, cordage, machinery and appliances, furniture and bedding, motor vehicles or parts 
thereof, or other work materials or waste. 
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Sand or Gravel Pits  See quarrying. 
 
Self Service (mini-warehouse) Storage  A building, or portion thereof, or a building designed 
with self-contained units, which is leased by the owner for personal storage.  No business 
activity is allowed within the units or on the property.   
 
Service Drive  A private vehicular ingress/egress, other than the main entrance driveway, 
established for the benefit of the business or industry occupying the property that is generally 
used for loading/unloading, waste disposal trucks, delivery trucks, and the like.  The area of the 
driveway is included in the area of the lot as calculated in accordance with the terms of this 
ordinance, and there are no setbacks or offsets required from the driveway itself. 
 
Service Oriented Business (Limited Family Business)  A small, home occupation type 
business operated by a family or family member where personal business services are performed 
or assistance is given (as opposed to products) involving predominantly professional operations. 
 
Service Establishments  Establishments primarily used for providing services for individuals, 
business and government entities and other organizations; including hotels and other lodging 
places; establishments providing personal business, repair and amusement (not including adult-
oriented establishments) services; health, legal, engineering, and other professional services; 
educational institutions; membership organizations; and other miscellaneous services. 
 
Service Station  A place where petroleum products (stored in underground tanks) for the 
operation of motor vehicles are offered for sale directly to the public.  Light maintenance of 
motor vehicles,  incidental washing, the sale of minor accessories, a convenience store, and a 
restaurant (generally fast food) are also characteristic of some service stations. 
 
Services, Retail  Services or entertainment, as opposed to products, provided to the public, including 
but not limited to, eating and drinking places, hotels and motels, finance, real estate, insurance, 
personal services (not including adult-oriented establishments), motion pictures, amusement (not 
including adult-oriented establishments) and recreation services, health and educational services, 
museums, and galleries. 
 
Setback, Road  The horizontal distance between the base setback line and the closest point of a 
principal or accessory structure or building. 
 
Setback, Shore (also see floodplain setback and conservancy/wetland setback) The horizontal 
distance between the closest point of a structure or building and the ordinary high water mark of 
navigable water. 
 
Shoreland(s) (also Shoreland area) Those lands lying under, abutting and close to navigable water 
and within the following area: One thousand (1,000) feet from the ordinary high water mark of 
navigable lakes, ponds or flowages as listed in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
publication entitled “Surface Water Resources of Waukesha County” or as indicated as bodies of 
water on the U.S.G.S seven and one-half-minute quadrangle maps and as specifically noted on the 
Shoreland and Floodland Protection Zoning Maps of Waukesha County; three hundred (300) feet of 
the ordinary high water mark of navigable rivers or streams, or to the landward side of the floodplain 
(as defined herein) whichever is greater. Rivers and streams shall be presumed to be navigable if 
they are designated as perennial or intermittent waterways on the seven and one-half-minute series 
U.S.G.S. quadrangle surveys. Flood hazard boundary maps, flood insurance rate maps, flood 
boundary-floodway maps, USDA County Soil Survey maps, topographic maps and other existing 
floodplain zoning maps may all be used in making a determination of floodland and/or shoreland 
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delineation and said shoreland and floodlands have also been delineated on the zoning map which is 
hereinafter referred to and adopted as part of this ordinance.  The purpose of the Shoreland and 
Floodland Overlay District is to encompass all shoreland and floodland areas in the Town of Lisbon. 
 
Shoreland and Floodland Overlay District  An overlay zoning district containing the shorelands 
and floodlands as defined herein. 
 
Shoreland Wetlands (also Conservancy/Wetlands, Wetland) Those wetland areas that lie within 
the shoreland and floodland jurisdiction of this ordinance and that have been designated as such on 
the Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory Maps for Waukesha County prepared by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. Wetlands are generally typified by site conditions where water is 
at, near or above the land surface long enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic 
vegetation and which have soils indicative of wet conditions. 
 
Shorelines  The intersection of the land surfaces abutting lakes, ponds, streams, flowages, and 
wetlands with the ordinary high water mark. 
 
Sign  Any structure or device that draws attention to, conveys or displays visual advertising, 
messages, directions, invitations, announcements, or information in the form of lettering, logos, 
colors, lights, pictures, symbols, illuminated neon tubes, or other media, and the supporting 
structure either on the lot or on any other premises. 
 
Sign, Abandoned  A sign that no longer advertises a bonafide business, product, owner, lesser, 
or activity, or a sign for which the required fees have not been paid, or a sign that has not been 
maintained and is determined to be hazardous. 
 
Sign, Awning  A sign painted, stamped, perforated, stitched or otherwise applied on the valance 
of an awning. 
 
Sign, Banner  A sign intended to be hung either with or without a frame, and which possesses 
characters, letters, illustrations, or ornamentations applied to paper, plastic, fabric or other 
similar material. 
 
Sign, Billboard (also Off-Premise Sign)  A sign that identifies, advertises or communicates a 
message related to a property, person, activity conducted, a service rendered, or a commodity 
sold at a location other than where the sign is located. 
 
Sign, Bulletin Board  A sign located on the premises of a charitable, religious, educational, 
institutional, or public body for the purposes of announcing events held on the premises.  For the 
purpose of this ordinance, the Town of Lisbon’s official bulletin boards may be located off-site. 
 
Sign, Canopy  A sign that is attached to, or made of, an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, 
or structural protective cover located over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor service or 
recreation area. 
 
Sign, Changeable Message (also Electronic Message Board)  A sign such as a manual, 
electronic or electric controlled sign, message center, or reader board, where the copy or 
message can be electronically programmed and modified. 
 
Sign, Construction  A sign identifying individuals, companies, or agencies involved in the 
design, construction, wrecking, financing, or development of a building/lot, and/or identifying 
the future use of a building/lot. 
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Sign, Directional  A sign that directs the public to an establishment or organization off of the 
main traveled way, and/or a sign used solely to indicate driveway ingress and egress, and both of 
which contain no advertising material.  A directional sign may be on premise or off premise. 
 
Sign, Directory  A sign that indicates the names of the occupants/tenants located on the 
premises. 
 
Sign, Double-Sided/Faced  A sign with copy on two parallel faces that are back-to-back and 
facing in opposite directions. 
 
Sign, Flashing  A sign whose illumination flashes on and off in a blinking manner with varying 
light intensity, color, direction, animation, wording, text, or that shows motion, the illusion of 
motion, or revolves creating the illusion of turning on and off.  Illuminated signs that indicate the 
date, time and/or temperature are not considered flashing signs for the purpose of this ordinance 
if the remainder of the sign is kept at a constant intensity. 
 
Sign, Free Standing  A sign self-supported by one or more upright poles, columns, or braces 
placed in, upon or below the ground surface and not attached to any building or structure. 
 
Sign, Ground  A sign erected on the ground or on one or more freestanding supports or uprights 
on or attached to the ground and not attached to any building. 
 
Sign, Illuminated  A sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source, whether 
internal or external, whose primary purpose is to display or draw attention to said sign.  For the 
purpose of this ordinance, illuminated signs include neon or other gas tube signs. 
 
Sign, Marquee/Arcade  A sign attached to, painted on, or supported by a marquee that has its 
copy manually changed to reflect changes on the premises. 
 
Sign, Off-Premise (see Billboard Sign) 
 
Sign, On-Premise  A sign that identifies, advertises or communicates a message related to a 
property, person, activity conducted, a service rendered, or a commodity sold at the same 
location where the sign is located. 
 
Sign, Portable  A sign not permanently affixed to the ground, a building, or other structure, and 
which may be moved from place to place. 
 
Sign, Projecting  A sign, other than a wall sign as defined in this ordinance, that is attached to 
and projects from an exterior wall or face of a building or structure, and is normally double-
faced. 
 
Sign, Real Estate  A sign that is used to offer for sale, lease, or rent, the premises upon which 
such sign is placed. 
 
Sign, Roof  A sign which is located on, against, or projects directly above a roof or roof eave, or 
on top or above the parapet or on a functional architectural appendage above the roof or roof 
eave, or which is painted on or fastened to a roof. 
 
Sign, Subdivision Entrance  A sign identifying the name of the subdivision at one or more of 
the entrances to the subdivision. 
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Sign, Temporary  An informational sign, display, banner or other advertising device 
constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, wood, or other temporary material, with or without a 
structural frame, and  intended to be used only for a limited period of time as determined by the 
Town.  For the purpose of this ordinance this includes decorative holiday displays, public 
demonstrations, and the like. 
 
Sign, Wall – Exterior  A sign painted directly on, or attached to, the exterior wall of a building, 
and parallel to the face of the building and supported throughout its length by the building. 
 
Sign, Wall – Interior  A sign or display attached to the interior wall of a building the purpose of 
which is to be readable from the exterior of building. 
 
Sign, Warning  A sign that is devoid of advertising material, whose sole purpose is to warn the 
public of the existence of, or potential for, danger. 
 
Sign, Window  A sign attached to, or painted, stenciled, or placed on, a window or door of a 
building that is intended for viewing from the exterior of the building. 
 
Silviculture (also Sustained Yield Forestry/Managed Forest Lands)  The practice of establishing, 
tending to, and reproducing forest stands of desired characteristics based on knowledge of species 
characteristics and environmental requirements.  As part of this use public access for hunting, 
fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, and sightseeing may be beneficial to the community and worth 
considering as providing good stewardship of the lands.  
 
Site Plan  A plan, drawn to scale, showing accurately and with complete dimensioning, the 
boundaries of a site and the location of all buildings, structures, uses, access, parking, landscaping, 
utilities, and other site development features and improvements of a specific parcel of land as 
required by this ordinance. 
 
Special Exception  A special or unique situation or conditions, excluding a change in use or a use 
prohibited in a zoning district, which may be authorized by the board of appeals and is specifically 
set forth in the ordinance as a special exception and which may justify the waiver of the regulations 
applicable thereto and does not necessarily require the demonstration of an unnecessary hardship or 
practical difficulty.  In making its determination, the Board of Appeals shall consider whether the 
proposed special exception would be hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive or a nuisance to the 
surrounding neighborhood by reason of physical, social or economic effects; and may impose such 
requirements and conditions with respect to location, construction, maintenance and operation, in 
addition to any which may be stipulated in this ordinance, as the board of appeals may deem 
necessary for the protection of adjacent properties and the public interest and welfare.  The granting 
of a special exception shall not adversely affect adjacent property owners. 
 
Specified Anatomical Areas means: 
 
A. Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female 

breasts below a point immediately above the top of the areola; or 
 
B. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if opaquely covered. 
 
 
Specified Sexual Activities means and includes any of the following, simulated or actual: 
 
A. The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus, or 
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female breasts; 
 
B. Acts of masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy, bestiality, necrophilia, sado-masochistic 

abuse, fellatio, cunnilingus, anilingus. 
 
C. Showing of human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 
 
D. Excretory functions during a live performance, display or dance of any type. 
 
Stable  An accessory building for housing livestock. 
 
Stable, Commercial Boarding  A tract of land, premises, establishment, building, or structure 
where horses or other livestock are kept for remuneration, hire, riding, show, training, grooming, 
boarding, sale, breeding, or are raised or used for commercial purposes. 
 
Stable, Private  A tract of land or structure where horses or other livestock are kept for personal 
use by the property owner or occupant of the principal residential structure on the property and 
not for remuneration, hire, commercial boarding, or sale. 
 
Stable, Riding  Any structure or land, or any combination of either, used, designed, or arranged 
for the commercial maintenance or rental of horses, mules, ponies, donkeys, or similar livestock 
either with or without a bridle path or riding area, but exclusive of livestock used exclusively for 
agricultural purposes. 
 
Stabilized  means actions taken at a site to minimize erosion by mulching and seeding, sodding, 
landscaping, placing concrete or gravel, or other proven techniques to prevent soil loss. 
 
Storm Water Management  The reduction of the quantity of runoff and pollutants generated at a 
development site.  Storm water management facilities such as detention or retention areas can store 
storm water for infiltration or controlled dispersement. 
 
Story  That portion of a building,  included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the 
floor next above it; or, if there be no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling 
or roof next above it. 
 
Streambank and Shoreline Stabilization Structures (SSSS) (formerly known as rip rap 
seawalls) Mechanical erosion and sediment control structures, devices, or landscaping practices 
which afford protection measures to stream banks and lake shorelines from the adverse effect of 
wind, waves, and water, and which abate the depletion of the soil and land area adjacent to the water 
(i.e., rock riprap).  These structures require permits as well as DNR approval. 
 
Street  (also see road)  A public or private right-of-way usually affording primary access to 
abutting property or to other streets other than an alley for street traffic and pedestrian access. 
 
Street, Arterial  A major street used, or intended to be used, primarily for large volumes of fast 
or heavy through traffic, such as freeways, expressways, highways, and parkways in order to 
connect or separate developed areas. 
 
 
Street, Collector  A street used, or intended to be used, to carry a moderate volume of traffic 
from minor streets to the arterial streets, or from arterial streets to arterial streets. 
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Street Dedication  The designation by plat, certified survey map, or written deed of a certain 
area to be used for public street purposes.  A dedication transfers title of the dedicated area from 
the private landowner to the public domain. 
 
Street Line  A dividing line between a lot, tract, or parcel of land and a contiguous street. 
 
Street, Minor  Any other street not deemed a collector or arterial street and used, or intended to 
be used, primarily for access to abutting properties. 
 
Street (Road) Reservation  The designation by plat, certified survey map, or written deed of a 
certain area reserved for possible future public street purposes.  A reservation does not transfer 
title of the reserved area to the public domain unless the Town Board accepts the area for public 
street purposes by resolution. 
 
Street Width, Established  The total width of the strip of land dedicated or reserved for public 
travel, including but not limited to roadway, ditches, curbs, gutters, sidewalks and planting 
strips.  The established street width is designated on the “Established Street and Highway Width 
Map of Waukesha County” adopted by the Town Board. 
 
Structural Alterations  Any change in the supporting members of a building or any substantial 
change in the roof structure or in the exterior walls. 
 
Structural Analysis  is a science that uses the principles of mechanics in analyzing the impact of 
loads and forces and their effect on the physical properties of materials (primarily shape) in the form 
of internal stress and strain. 
 
Structure  Any man-made object with form, shape and utility, that is constructed or otherwise 
erected, attached to, or permanently or temporarily placed, either upon the ground or upon another 
structure.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the term “structure” includes, but is not limited to, 
buildings, sheds, signs, swimming pools, hot tubs, patios, shelters, decks, gazebos, retaining walls, 
monuments, entrance gates, signs, radio towers and television towers, but does not include 
landscaping or earthwork including graded areas, filled areas, ditches, berms, or earthen terraces.  
The term “structure” does not include flag poles, mailboxes, fences, basketball hoops, satellite dishes 
18 inches or less in diameter, pet houses, play equipment, play houses, a wall less than 18 inches in 
height (cumulative) also referred to as a garden wall, or small objects that are easily moved by hand, 
such as lawn chairs, portable grills, portable picnic tables, temporary fences, bird feeders, birdhouses 
and birdbaths (see minor structure). 
 
Structure, Accessory  See "Accessory Use or Accessory Structure". 
 
Structure, Legal Non-Conforming (also Legal Non-Conforming Building)  A building, 
structure, (including signs) or portion thereof, lawfully existing at the time of the passage of this 
ordinance (July 14, 1958), but which does not conform in one or more respects to the regulations 
of this ordinance. 
 
Structure, Principal  See “Building, Principal”. 
 
Subdivider  Any person, firm, trust, partnership, association, or corporation , or any agent 
thereof, dividing or proposing to divide land pursuant to this ordinance resulting in a subdivision, 
minor land division, condominium plat, or replat, or proposing to develop land. 
 
Subdivision  is a division of a lot, parcel, or tract of land by the owner thereof, or the owner’s agent, 
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or subdivider, for the purpose of sale or of building development, where: 
 

(1) The act of division creates five (5) or more parcels or building sites inclusive of the original 
remnant parcel of 1 ½ acres each or less in area, or 

 
(2) The act of division creates five (5) or more parcels or building sites inclusive of the original 

remnant parcel of 1 ½ acres each or less in area are created by successive divisions of any 
part of the original property by any person within a period of five (5) years. 

 
Surfacing  means a porous or pervious or impervious surface such as bituminous asphalt or 
blacktop, cement concrete, brick pavers, packed or recycled asphalt, or other surface as approved 
by the town engineer, but not dirt, grass, gravel, or stone. 
 
Surveyor  A licensed and certified land surveyor authorized under Wisconsin State Statutes to 
do business in the State of Wisconsin. 
 
Sustained Yield Forestry (Managed Forest Lands, Silviculture)  The managed and sustainable 
planting, thinning, and harvesting of forested lands to provide annual or periodic crops of forest 
products based on and implemented with a Forest Management Plan prepared in cooperation with 
and approved by a State Forester.  As part of this use public access for hunting, fishing, hiking, 
cross-country skiing, and sightseeing may be beneficial to the community and worth considering as 
providing good stewardship of the lands.  
 
Swimming Pool, Private  A structure, above, at, or below ground level, or an artificial pool of 
water, designed to hold water more than eighteen (18) inches deep used or intended to be used for 
the purpose of swimming or bathing by the owners/occupants of the property and family and 
authorized/invited guests.  This definition includes all structures, appurtenances, equipment, 
appliances, and other facilities appurtenant thereto and intended for the operation and maintenance of 
a private swimming pool.  Temporary pools less than 200 cubic feet in area and/or designed to have 
less than 18 inches of water depth and which are dismantled and removed for the winter are not 
included in this definition and are not regulated herein.  This definition does not include retention or 
detention ponds, or hot tubs.  This definition does include inflatable or soft-sided and/or temporary 
pools that are in excess of 200 cubic feet in area and/or that are designed to have more than 18 inches 
of water depth and that are erected and removed each year. 
 
Tavern (also Bar)  A commercial establishment including any building, room, or place where 
the principal business is where primarily alcoholic beverages are prepared, dispensed, and served 
for sale at retail, and consumed on the premises by transients or the general public, primarily 
within the principal building, and all places used in connection therewith. Taverns may also sell 
packaged beverages for carryout.  The serving in taverns of free lunches consisting of popcorn, 
cheese, crackers, pretzels, cold sausage, cured fish, and/or bread and butter and the like shall not 
constitute such taverns to be restaurants. The presence of gaming machines in such taverns shall 
not constitute such taverns to be an arcade. The term tavern does not apply to churches, 
religious, fraternal, youth or patriotic organizations, service clubs, and civic organizations which 
occasionally prepare or serve or sell beverages to transients or the general public, nor shall it 
include any private individual selling beverages from a movable or temporary stand at public 
farm sales, vending machines, or concession stands.  The operation of a tavern shall be subject to 
obtaining the proper license from the Town. 
 
Town  The political unit of government with powers granted by law (e.g., Town of Lisbon). 
 
Town Board  The Town of Lisbon Town Board of Supervisors. 
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Town Plan Commission  (also Plan Commission)  The Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. 
 
Traffic Artery  (also see highway)  A right-of-way, designated on a comprehensive system, for the 
principal purpose of providing vehicular thoroughfare and not necessarily affording access to 
abutting property. 
 
Trailer  See "Mobile Home." 
 
Trailer Camp (also see Mobile Home Park)  Wisconsin Statute Section 66.058 (1) "Mobile home 
park means any plot or plots of ground upon which two (2) or more units occupied for dwelling or 
sleeping purposes are located, regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such 
accommodations." 
 
Transferring Land  The portion of a tract of land from which development rights are transferred 
when utilizing the AD-10 and RD-5 zoning districts. 
 
Underlying Zoning District  A term referring to a zoning district when it is affected by an overlay 
district. 
 
Undevelopable  An area that cannot be developed due to topographic or geologic soil conditions, 
and the like. 
 
Unnecessary Hardship  The circumstance where unique, extreme, and/or special conditions or  a 
situation where compliance with the strict letter of the restrictions, which were not self-created, 
affect a particular property and would unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for a 
permitted purpose due to physical factors, or would render conformity with such restrictions 
unnecessarily burdensome. 
 
Upland/Environmental Corridors (also see Isolated Natural Resource Areas)  Environmental 
corridors (primary and secondary) are the composite of the best individual elements of the natural 
resource base including surface water, lakes, streams, and rivers and their associated floodlands and 
shorelands; woodlands, prairies, wetlands and wildlife habitat; areas of ground water discharge and 
recharge; wet/poorly drained/organic soils, rugged terrain and high relief topography where slopes 
exceed 12%; and significant geological formations and physiographic features.  A description of the 
process the defining and delineation of Environmental Corridors is set forth in the Southeastern 
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission's Technical Record, Volume 4, No. 2 and is incorporated 
herein by reference.  Such areas are usually delineated on adopted land use plans, comprehensive 
plans, or park and open space plans produced for use by the Town of Lisbon in order to preserve 
these natural open spaces. 
 
Use, Accessory  See "Accessory Use ". 
 
Use, Conditional  A use which may be approved by the Plan Commission upon a determination 
of acceptable project impact and imposition of appropriate conditions. 
 
Use, Legal Non-Conforming    A use or activity which was lawful prior to the adoption, 
revision or amendment of this zoning ordinance (July 14, 1958), but which fails, by reason of 
such adoption, revision or amendment, to conform to the present regulations established by this 
zoning ordinance. 
 
Use Permit A permit issued by the Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator, specific to the 
approval of a Site Plan and Plan of Operation, and upon compliance with all conditions of a Site Plan 
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and Plan of Operation approval, authorizing the recipient to use the property in accordance with the 
zoning and building code requirements.  
 
Use, Permitted  The utilization of land by right through occupancy, activity, building, or other 
means which is specifically enumerated as permissible by the regulations of the zoning district in 
which land is located. 
 
Use, Principal  The main or primary use of property, structures, or buildings as specified and 
permitted by the regulations of the zoning district in which it is located. 
 
Variance  An authorization granted by the Board of Appeals to construct or alter a building, 
structure or the land in a manner that deviates from this Zoning Ordinance thus allowing a means of 
obtaining relief from the strict enforcement of the zoning restrictions. The issuance of a variance 
shall not have the effect of allowing a use of property that is not allowed in the Zoning District in 
which the property is located and is otherwise prohibited, and shall not allow the intensification of a 
use which would otherwise not be allowed other property having a similar condition or situation.  
The Board of Appeals shall not grant use variances. All variances shall be granted in compliance 
with statutory criteria. 
 
Vision Setback  An unoccupied triangular space, at the street corner lot. 
 
Waiver  An authorization granted by the Town Plan Commission and the Town Board to deviate 
from the standards of the subdivision control ordinance of the town. 
 
Warehouse  A building used primarily for the storage or wholesale of business generated goods, 
products, supplies, equipment, and materials and/or as a distribution center. 
 
Wayside Market  Any structure or land used for the sale of agricultural or horticultural 
products. 
 
Wetland (also see Shoreland Wetlands)  An area where water is at, near, or above the land 
surface long enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophilic vegetation and which has 
soils indicative of wet conditions.  These areas may appear on the Town Zoning Map, Town 
Land Use Plan Map, the Waukesha County zoning maps for the Town of Lisbon, the WDNR 
Wetland Inventory Map, and/or may have to be delineated in the field. 
 
Wetland Inventory Map  A map of wetlands classified according to their vegetation, 
hydrology, and soils developed by the WDNR and used to identify wetlands for protection. 
 
Wholesale Trade  Establishments or places of business primarily engaged in selling 
merchandise to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional business users; 
to other wholesalers; or acting as agents or brokers and buying merchandise for, or selling 
merchandise to, such individuals or companies. 
 
Youth-Facility  means any facility where minors gather for education or recreational activities 
including but not limited to playgrounds, swimming pools, libraries, licensed child-care facilities or 
youth clubs. 
 
Zoning Administrator The entity or person charged with the administration and enforcement of 
the Town of Lisbon Zoning Ordinance and related ordinances as outlined in Section 37 of this 
ordinance. 
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Zoning District  A specifically delineated area or district in a municipality within which 
regulations and requirements uniformly govern the use, placement, spacing, and size of land and 
structures. 
 
Zoning Map/Official Zoning Map  The map delineating the boundaries of the zoning districts 
which, along with the zoning text, comprises the zoning ordinance. 
 
Zoning Ordinance  Chapter 11 of the Town of Lisbon General Code of Ordinances. 
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SECTION 3 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
No land shall be used, lot created, or structure erected where the lot, use or structure will result in a 
significant and unduly burdensome traffic impact, groundwater impact, capital facility impact, and/or 
where the land is unsuitable for such lot, use or structure by reason of flooding, concentrated runoff, 
inadequate drainage, adverse soil or rock formation, unfavorable topography or low bearing strength, 
erosion susceptibility or any other feature likely to be harmful to the health, safety, prosperity, aesthetics, 
and general welfare of the Town of Lisbon.  The Town Plan Commission, in applying the provisions of 
this section shall, in writing, recite the particular facts upon which it bases its conclusion that the land is 
not suitable for certain uses.  The applicant shall have an opportunity to submit evidence to the Plan 
Commission appealing such unsuitability or propose adequate mitigation if they so desire within 30 days 
of the decision being made.  The applicant shall submit, in writing, a summary of such evidence or 
proposed mitigation, to the Town Clerk in accordance with the procedures established by the Plan 
Commission for placement on an agenda.  Thereafter, the Town Plan Commission may affirm, modify, 
or withdraw its determination of unsuitability. 
 
(a) Compliance  

1. No structure, development, or part thereof, shall hereafter be used, located, relocated, 
erected, moved, altered, repaired, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted, structurally 
altered, or improved, and no land, water, or air areas shall be hereafter used or altered within 
the zoning jurisdiction of the Town of Lisbon without a building and/or conditional use 
permit, where changes are being proposed and without full compliance with the provisions 
of this ordinance and other local, county (including a zoning permit), state, and federal 
regulations. 

 
2. No building permit for construction or development shall be issued within the 

unincorporated shoreland and floodland areas of the Town of Lisbon until the County 
Zoning Permit has been issued. 

 
3. Statutory Exemption for Farm Drainage Ditches:  Under Sections 87.30 (1m) and 281.31 

(2m) of the Wisconsin Statutes, this ordinance does not apply to non-structural uses of lands 
(i.e., pasture, cultivation) adjacent to farm drainage districts if all of the following situations 
exist: 

 
A. Such lands are not within the floodplain of a natural stream or river. 
B. Those parts of the drainage ditches adjacent to these lands were non-navigable 

streams before ditching. 
C. Such lands are maintained exclusively in non-structural uses. 

 
Should a question arise as to the applicability of this section, an interpretation shall be 
sought as provided for under Section 38 (b) of this Ordinance or by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources.  The submission of plans and supporting documentation 
shall be required to enable the DNR to make a finding to support the claim of exemption.  
Where farm drainage ditches exist and the agricultural uses are terminated, and the lands are 
changed to urban uses, this exception expires and the subject stream and shoreland and 
floodland areas shall fall under all provisions and the jurisdiction of the Town Zoning 
Ordinance and the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance. 

 
However, regardless of the agricultural use of the land, any building and structure is subject 
to the provision of this Ordinance relative to size, location or other matters relating to 
building and structures. 
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(b) Building, Occupancy and Use Permits, and Site Plans and Plans of Operation 
1. Building, occupancy and use permits:  No structure, land, or water, or part thereof, located in 

the Town of Lisbon, shall hereafter be located, erected, relocated, moved, reconstructed, 
altered, repaired, improved, extended, enlarged, converted, structurally altered, used, or 
occupied; and no non-conforming use shall be resumed, changed, extended, or granted 
conditional use status pursuant to Section 3 (n) of this ordinance until: 

 
A. A Building, Occupancy, and/or Use Permit has been issued by the Zoning Administrator 

or the Town Building Inspector as required, certifying that such building, use, 
occupancy, or activity complies with the provisions of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance 
and with the Town Building Code.  Temporary Occupancy Permits shall not be issued.  
No approvals allowed under this zoning ordinance shall be construed to waive the 
requirement to obtain the necessary permits from the Zoning Administrator, Town 
Building Inspector, and/or any other local, county, state or federal agency. 

B. A county zoning permit has been issued, where applicable, by the county zoning 
administrator, certifying that such activity complies with the provisions of the Waukesha 
County Shoreland and Floodland Protection (zoning) Ordinance. 

C. A county sanitary permit has been issued, where applicable, by the county 
environmental health division unless municipal sewer is available in which case no 
sanitary permit is required. 

D. A conditional use permit, where applicable, has been issued by the Town of Lisbon 
and/or county zoning agency, where applicable, certifying that such activity complies 
with the provisions of this ordinance and, where applicable, the provisions of the 
county’s zoning ordinance. 

 
Within shorelands, all land owners, state agencies and other governmental jurisdictions 
unless specifically exempted by Section 13.48 (13) Wisconsin Statutes, are required to 
comply with the provisions of this ordinance and the county’s zoning ordinance. However, 
where the substantive terms and objectives of this ordinance and the county’s zoning 
ordinance have been addressed and fulfilled by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources where concurrent (DNR and Town of Lisbon, and DNR and Waukesha County) 
jurisdiction with this ordinance and the county’s zoning ordinance exists, so as to avoid 
duplication of effort, the terms of this ordinance and the county’s zoning ordinance shall not 
be imposed. The construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of state highways and 
bridges by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation or other roads and highways as may 
be under federal jurisdiction or receiving federal aid, may be exempt pursuant to Section 
30.12(4), Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
2. Application for:  Building, occupancy, and use permits shall be obtained from the Zoning 

Administrator or Town Building Inspector as required, or his or her designated deputy at the 
Town Hall as provided by Section 37.  The application shall include, for the purpose of 
proper enforcement of this ordinance, the following data: 

 
A. A statement by the applicant as to the intended use of the premises and of any 

existing or proposed buildings thereon. 
 

B. A stakeout survey, an existing plat of survey, or an accurate map at the discretion of 
the Building Inspector for minor items such as pools, sheds and decks, of the 
property drawn to a scale that can be easily measured with an engineering scale, and 
properly dimensioned showing: 

 
i. The boundaries of the property involved. 
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ii. The location of the platted centerline of any abutting streets. 
 

iii. The location on the lot of any existing buildings, proposed additions, or 
proposed new buildings, including the measured distances between such 
buildings and from the lot lines and from the platted centerline of any 
abutting streets to the nearest portion of such building. 

 
iv. The location of any existing structures, septic systems, or wells within fifty 

(50) feet of the boundaries of the property involved. 
 

v. The proposed first floor elevation of any proposed buildings in relation to 
the existing and/or established grades of the lot, any abutting streets, the 
ordinary high water mark of abutting streams, rivers or lakes, and USGS 
Datum. 

 
vi. The ordinary high water mark of any stream, river, or lake on which the 

property abuts and any other natural resource features including but not 
limited to the floodplain. 

 
vii. The proposed location of private septic systems and private wells in areas 

not served by public sewage disposal systems and public water supplies and 
the location and results of soil borings and percolation tests. 

 
viii.  Final grades to USGS Datum. 

 
C. Where the use involves human occupancy or use, and where such use is not served 

by sanitary sewer, a county sanitary permit shall be required prior to issuance of the 
building permit.  In addition, a plan of the proposed sewage disposal system shall 
require the certification of the Building Inspector or Plumbing Inspector that it 
conforms to all Town ordinances and other applicable governmental laws and 
regulations. 

 
D. Where the use involves human occupancy or use, and where such use is not served 

by a municipal water system, satisfactory evidence that a safe and adequate supply 
of water is to be provided, and the location of any well for that purpose shall be 
identified on the property. 

 
E. A fee, as may be established and periodically modified under Section 37 of this 

ordinance shall accompany each application for each permit.  Such fee shall be paid 
by cash, check or money order to the Town of Lisbon. 

 
F. A recertification survey shall be submitted to the Town Building Inspector upon 

request. 
 

G.   A complete set of building plans as required by the Town Building Inspector. 
 

H. A Grading Plan for all new residences to be approved by the Town Engineer. 
 

I. Any recorded deed restrictions applicable to the property. 
 

J. All stakeout surveys shall be prepared by a State of Wisconsin  Registered Land 
Surveyor. 
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3. Issuance:  The zoning administrator, building inspector or his or her deputy shall issue 
Building, occupancy, and use permits after adequate investigation as to compliance. 

 
A. Building permit:  Provided the application is in order, and any building, occupancy, 

or use as proposed would be in compliance with the provisions of all Town 
ordinances and other applicable governmental laws and regulations, a building 
permit shall be issued upon such application, and a certification that such permit has 
been issued shall be posted in a prominent place on the premises during the period of 
any construction or other activity involved in readying the land or buildings for 
use/occupancy. 

 
B. Occupancy and use permit:  Within ten (10) days after the notification of the 

completion of the construction, alteration, conversion, relocation, repair, or 
improvement of a building, or of intent to commence a use, the building inspector or 
his or her deputy shall make an inspection of the premises and any buildings 
thereon; and, if such building, intended use, or proposed occupancy complies with 
the requirements of this ordinance, an occupancy and use permit shall be issued.  
Temporary Occupancy Permits shall not be issued. 

 
4. Expiration:  If within six (6) months of the date of issuance of a building permit, the 

proposed construction or preparation of land for use has not commenced, or if within twelve 
(12) months an occupancy and use permit has not been issued, or the construction has not 
been completed, said building permit shall expire, except that upon showing of valid cause, 
the Building Inspector may grant an extension of such permit for a period not to exceed six 
(6) months. Said permit extension shall be issued for the full fee and based upon full 
conformance with this Ordinance at the time of issuance of the new permit.  If the 
construction has not commenced or is not completed after a total of eighteen (18) months, a 
new permit must be applied for and received subject to all fees and subject to the Ordinance 
in effect at the time of such new permit issuance.  Previous incomplete work is not entitled 
to a new permit if the Ordinance no longer permits said use or structure or if changes to the 
Ordinance have been made subsequent to the original issuance of the permit. 

 
5. Site Plans and Plans of Operation - Use Permits:  Certain permitted uses as well as certain 

conditional uses require the submission of a Site Plan and Plan of Operation which provides 
a detailed description of the proposed use and serves as a basis for consideration prior to 
approval by the Town Plan Commission.  The purpose of such a Site Plan and Plan of 
Operation review is to document the permit file, determine adequacy of the data submitted to 
describe the permitted and accessory uses and buildings proposed and document the plan and 
method of operation to enable a determination of compatibility with the Ordinance and 
consideration of approval.  A Site Plan and Plan of Operation shall include the following 
information, as well as any other specific information requested by the Plan Commission or 
the building inspector to review the plans and determine compliance with the regulations of 
this Ordinance: 
 
A. A Plan of Operation is a statement of operations, signed by the property owner and 
tenant or operator of the business or use, including a detailed description of the request, 
number of employees, hours of operation, and types of uses, products, or services offered. 
 
B. A Site Plan and/or Plat of Survey of the property (in standard engineering or 
mapping scale which permits a clear representation of the property to a scale not to exceed 
two hundred (200) feet to one (1) inch), showing the location and dimensions of all existing 
and proposed buildings and structures and other attributes on the site, the location, number 
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and arrangement of parking spaces or loading areas, lighting fixtures, easements, dumpsters, 
signs, landscaping and screening, and any other factors affecting the development of the site 
such as natural resource features. The Deputy Town Clerk should be consulted as to how 
many copies should be submitted for the Plan Commission meeting. 
 
C. A stormwater management and erosion control plan consistent with the requirements 
of the Town Engineer (refer to Addendum F, the Storm Water Management and Erosion 
Control Ordinance, located in the Waukesha County Code, Chapter 14, Article VIII), and the 
Town Building Inspector.  In addition, a grading plan, where required, shall be submitted to 
the same scale as the Site Plan, including existing and proposed contours at a maximum of 
two (2) foot vertical intervals for slopes less than twelve (12) percent and at no more than 
five (5) foot intervals for slopes twelve (12) percent or greater, existing and proposed 
features (i.e. berms, swales, ponds, ditches, storm sewers, inlets, etc.), vegetative plan, 
timetable for completion, the name of the responsible party and a letter of credit, if deemed 
necessary. The plan commission, town engineer, or building inspector has the discretion to 
request a grading plan in a scale different than the Site Plan in order to show with sufficient 
detail the contours and features of the property.  The Deputy Town Clerk should be 
consulted as to how many copies should be submitted for the Plan Commission meeting. 
 
D. Three sets of building plans (for the town file, engineer, building inspector), State 
approved if required, at a standard architectural scale, including exterior elevation drawings 
of all sides of all buildings proposed and interior floor plans. 
 
E. A rendering of all signs visible from the exterior, along with the location, 
dimensions, overall height, illumination, and colors of the signs, which shall comply with 
this ordinance and Chapter 13, Signs, of the Town of Lisbon General Code of Ordinances 
(refer to Addendum A). 
 
F. Lighting or photometric plan, including cut sheets of each type of exterior light 
fixture proposed or existing. 
 
G. A detailed landscaping plan showing the location, sizes, and types of proposed 
vegetation, including seeding mixtures and the amount of topsoil and mulch, the timetable 
for completion, and any surfacing plan for parking and loading areas. 
 
H. All Site Plan/Plan of Operation approvals shall be reviewed at least once every year 
at a time to be determined by the Town in order to ensure compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the approval. 
 
I. The County Environmental Health Division shall approve of the use and its affect on 
the sewage system, if the site is not served by public sewer. 

 
J. The Fire Department shall approve of the use in accordance with the fire code. 

 
(c) Site Regulations 

1. Building must be on a lot:  Every building hereafter erected, altered, relocated, used or 
occupied shall be located on a lot as defined herein. Any building used for the principal use 
permitted in that district shall constitute the principal building and there shall be no more 
than one (1) principal building on a lot except with approval in the R-3, RM, PR, P-I, Q-1, 
business and industrial districts, and in planned unit developments, and where the permitted 
principal use in a zoning district is agricultural. 
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No accessory building shall be constructed in any zoning district until the principal building 
is under construction or completed.  Where the use of the land is principally for agricultural 
pursuits, and on parcels of thirty-five (35) acres or more, farm buildings may be allowed 
without the necessity of having a residence in place or under construction subject to the 
approval of the plan commission if it is determined that the building will not be contrary to 
the spirit and intent of the Ordinance and will not include the operation of a commercial 
boarding or riding stable for horses or agricultural pursuits specializing in the forced feeding 
of livestock, and where it is determined that the use of the building will be accessory to a 
farming operation which is consistent with the use provisions of the district in which it is 
located. 

 
2. Buildings or Creation of Lots on a Private Street or Way:  The intent of this provision is to 

discourage the creation of lots and placement of structures which do not have adequate 
access for emergency vehicles and equipment and to provide a right-of-way width which 
could accommodate a public right-of-way, if necessitated in the future.  Subject to the 
approval of the Plan Commission, and the County Zoning Agency in the shoreland and 
floodland jurisdiction, one parcel may be created and a building may be permitted on that 
tract of land which does not abut or have direct frontage on a public street or officially 
approved way (frontage on a controlled access highway or a freeway where vehicular access 
is prohibited does not constitute access or frontage for the purposes of this provision) 
provided such tract of land is at least three (3) acres in area, or more if required by the 
zoning district, and has a minimum average width of two hundred (200) feet, or more if 
required by the zoning district, has access by a permanent easement at least thirty-three (33) 
feet in width to a public street or way, including utility service, will have a paved or gravel 
driveway width of at least twelve (12) feet, and does not conflict with the plans for the future 
development of streets in the area.  Typical or normal lots with lot lines radiating from the 
terminus or center of a public cul de sac street are not affected by this provision as long as 
the minimum road frontage on a public street requirements are met.  Only one lot other than 
the parent parcel abutting the public road is allowed where only a 33 foot easement is 
provided. 
 
In the situation where more than one (1) principal residence or parcel is proposed on an 
access easement, the easement shall be at least sixty-six (66) feet in width and the paved or 
gravel drive shall be sixteen (16) feet in width.  Not more than two (2) such parcels or 
buildings shall be permitted on an access easement.  Where a driveway or access easement is 
shared, the users of the shared driveway or access easement shall draft and agree to an access 
and maintenance agreement to be approved by the Town Plan Commission and recorded in 
the Waukesha County Register of Deeds office by the property owners. 
 
Where a lot has a narrow strip of land (often referred to as an ownership strip) as part of the 
lot (not an approved easement) extending from a public road to the main part of the lot 
where the building could lawfully be placed (flag lot), such narrow portion shall not 
constitute frontage or part of the three (3) acre lot size requirement unless the entire narrow 
strip of land is as wide as the required minimum average width for the district in which it is 
located. 

 
3. No Undesirable Buildings, Structures, Junk, Materials, Vehicles: 

A. Junk, as defined in this ordinance, shall at all times be stored in an enclosed building 
thereby securing it from the view of the public and adjacent property owners.  In 
addition, no building or structure, shall be constructed, erected, altered, converted, 
used, occupied, or relocated in a manner which shall be of such character as to 
adversely affect the nearby properties or general desirability of the neighborhood.  
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The determination of undesirability shall be made by the Town Building Inspector 
or his or her deputy, in writing, and shall be based upon the nature, usefulness and/or 
undesirable appearance of articles or vehicles stored, and whether those objects have 
an adverse effect on surrounding or adjacent property.  He or she shall also 
determine whether or not the design or appearance of buildings or structures are of 
such unorthodox or abnormal character as to have an adverse effect on the nearby 
property or general desirability of the neighborhood.  If the determination involves a 
permit, the reasons for refusing a permit, or any conditions of approval shall also be 
provided in writing. The building inspector or his or her deputy may have the Town 
Attorney commence legal action to bring about conformance, if the building 
inspector or deputy’s efforts to bring about conformance are unsuccessful.  In the 
case of a dispute or question regarding the Building Inspector’s determination, said 
question shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission for resolution. 

 
i. This subsection  is not intended to regulate property that is properly zoned, 

and is in compliance with a current Site Plan/Plan of Operation and/or 
Conditional Use Permit on file with the Town, for use as a junk yard, public 
and commercial disposal operation for noncombustible materials, salvage 
yard, waste disposal, or storage activity that is properly licensed. 

 
ii. This subsection is not intended to regulate on the storage of idle, but 

operable farm equipment on farms greater than 35 contiguous acres, or the 
storage of inoperative or abandoned farm equipment on farms greater than 
35 contiguous acres if the equipment is screened year around from the view 
of the public and adjacent property owners by a natural or man-made visual 
barrier. 

 
iii. This subsection is not intended to regulate the orderly storage of firewood 

for fuel. 
 

iv. The subsection is not intended to regulate the temporary storage of 
construction materials which are for use on the site for a project authorized 
by an active building permit and which are stacked, stored, and secured on 
the site in an orderly manner. 

 
v. Vehicles are also regulated in Section 3 (j) and Section 4 (h) 10 of this 

ordinance, and the regulations contained therein may also be applied to 
enforce Section 3(c)3 of this ordinance as applicable. 

 
B. Site Maintenance:  In order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

residents of the Town of Lisbon and to maintain the desirability, amenities, and 
property values of the residential, commercial, and industrial areas of the Town, 
all property owners shall be responsible for maintaining their property in 
accordance with the following standards: 

 
i. General Maintenance:  The exterior of every structure or accessory 

structure (except farm structures) shall be maintained free of broken 
glass, loose shingles, excessive paint peeling, crumbling stone or brick, 
loose boards, missing boards, loose insulation, or other conditions 
reflective of deterioration and inadequate or deferred maintenance. 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 3 48  

ii. Litter Control:  Every owner, occupant, or lessee of a building used for 
residential, recreational, institutional, commercial, industrial (including 
quarries), or public purposes shall maintain litter collection and storage 
areas in a clean condition and insure that all litter on the premises is 
properly containerized.  The property owners and the prime contractors 
in charge of any construction site in the Town shall maintain the 
construction site in such a manner to prevent litter from being blown off 
the site.  Accordingly, all litter from construction activities shall be 
picked up at the end of each workday and placed in appropriate 
containers. 

iii. Outside Storage:  No unenclosed storage of junk as defined in this 
ordinance, materials, equipment, or supplies including, but not 
necessarily limited to, unused or junked appliances, furniture, lumber, 
bricks, cement blocks, cans, and containers, shall be permitted where 
such storage is readily visible from any public place or from any 
surrounding private property.  Outside storage of certain vehicles may 
be allowed in accordance with Section 3 (j) of this ordinance. 

iv. Lot Maintenance:  At the time of application for a building permit for a 
new house or an addition to a residence, a landscape bond or letter of 
credit in the amount listed in the Fee Schedule Appendix included 
herein from the homeowner shall be submitted to the Town (pursuant to 
the procedures of 30.006 of the Building Code) to ensure that all areas 
of disturbance including, but not limited to, grading, seeding, and 
sodding operations are completed and established to the Town Building 
Inspector’s satisfaction within twelve (12) months after the occupancy 
permit is issued.  Grading shall be completed in accordance with the 
final grade specifications to alleviate standing water and which will not 
result in water problems on adjacent properties.  For commercial and 
industrial property, the Town Engineer shall determine the amount of 
the landscape bond, and the amount of the landscape bond shall be 
proportionate to the work proposed. 

v. Driveways located in a recorded subdivision shall be hard surfaced with 
material such as concrete or asphalt.  

 
C. In the event the Town determines non-compliance with Section 3 (c) 3 of this 

ordinance, enforcement shall be in accordance with Section 37 of this ordinance.  
Chapter 5, Nuisances, of the Town of Lisbon General Code of Ordinances, also 
included as Addendum B herein, may also be utilized by the Town of Lisbon to 
abate violations of this ordinance and enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
4. Street grade:  Every building hereafter constructed, erected, altered, converted, relocated, 

used, or occupied shall be at a grade approved by the building inspector and his or her 
deputy as being in satisfactory relationship with the established street grades, or with the 
existing street grade where one is established, with particular consideration for proper 
drainage, safe vehicular access, and flood hazards. 

 
5. Land Altering Activities/Disturbance and Preservation of Topography:  In order to protect 

property owners from possible damage due to changes in the existing grade of adjoining 
lands, and to aid in preserving and protecting the natural beauty and character of the 
landscape, no change in the existing topography of any land shall be made which would 
result in: (a) increasing any portion of the slope to a ratio greater than three (3) horizontal to 
one (1) vertical within a distance of twenty (20) feet from any property line, except with the 
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approval of the Town Plan Commission; or (b) which would alter the existing drainage or 
topography in any way so as to adversely affect adjoining properties.  In no case shall any 
slope exceed the normal angle of slippage of the material involved, and all slopes shall be 
protected from erosion as required in this ordinance (also refer to Addendum F and Section 3 
(c) 11).  In addition, the following regulations, unless exempted by Wisconsin Statutes or 
other sections of this Ordinance, shall apply: 
 
A. In floodlands, as defined in this Ordinance, onsite sewage disposal facilities are 

prohibited unless authorized specifically by another provision of this Ordinance. The 
placement of fill, excavation, and/or other land altering activities, other than those 
situations covered under the provisions of Section 3 (c) 5 below, may be allowed 
subject to conditional use approval pursuant to Section 4(h) 14 (Land Altering 
Activities) of this Ordinance where said fill, excavation, or land altering activities do 
not occur in a wetland as indicated on the final Wisconsin Inventory Maps for 
Waukesha County, except as may be permitted pursuant to Section 7 (c) of this 
Ordinance.  If said fill or land altering is authorized by the Town Plan Commission 
and Waukesha County to take place in wetland and/or floodland by a conditional 
use, the land shall also be rezoned to an appropriate district in accordance with the 
procedures outlined in Section 35 of this Ordinance.  Where and when authorized, 
these activities must not impede drainage, reduce the floodwater storage capacity of 
the floodland, or result in an increase regional flood height. The 100-Year Flood 
stage elevation standard is based on the assumption that there will be an equal 
degree of encroachment extending for a significant reach on both sides of the 
stream. 

 
When an alteration of the floodlands is allowed, said alteration shall not result in an 
increase in flood heights of 0.01 of a foot. Said increase shall be determined using 
contemporary and state of the art methods of determination and when any increase 
would result in an amount greater than 0.01 of a foot, said increase shall not be 
allowed and the rezoning not approved unless compensating storage capacity of the 
floodplain is provided in a manner which is not deleterious to other property or the 
quality of any wetlands. 

 
Dredging and pond construction are also land altering conditional uses, where 
allowed, under Section 4 (h) 14, and may also require permits from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources and/or the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
i. Any structure or building used or occupied for human habitation (seasonal 

or permanent), or which is to be erected, constructed, reconstructed, 
structurally altered, or relocated into the floodplain, and where the 
floodplain has been authorized to be filled pursuant to Section 4 (h) 14, shall 
be placed on fill with the finished surface of the lowest floor, excluding 
basement or crawl space, at or above the flood protection elevation.  If any 
such structure or building has a basement or crawl space, the surface of the 
floor or the basement or crawl space shall be at or above the regional flood 
elevation and shall be floodproofed to the flood protection elevation so that 
floodwater cannot enter directly over the ground surface into such floor, 
basement or crawl space.  A variance may be granted to allow any floor 
below the regional flood elevation if the ground surface around the subject 
structure is at or above the flood protection elevation for a distance at least 
15' from, and completely around, the structure. 
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ii. For all uses under Subsection A: 
 

a. Fill shall be not less than one (1) foot above the regional flood 
elevation; 

 
b. Fill shall extend at such elevation at least fifteen (15) feet beyond, 

and completely around, the limits of any structure or building 
erected thereon. 

c. Dryland access shall be provided.  If existing streets providing 
access to the project site are at elevations that make compliance 
impractical, the town may permit new development and substantial 
improvements where access roads are at an elevation lower than the 
regional flood elevation, provided the town has an emergency 
government plan addressing this issue which has been approved by 
the County unit of emergency government and approved by the 
DNR, or the town has written assurance from the appropriate units 
of police, fire, and emergency services that rescue and relief can be 
provided by wheeled vehicles to the structure during regional 
flooding, taking into account the anticipated depth, duration and 
velocity of the regional flood event in the area, thereby protecting 
human life and health and minimizing property damage and 
economic loss. 

 
d. Any requirements of the Waukesha County Shoreland and 

Floodland Protection Ordinance that are more restrictive shall apply. 
 

B. In shorelands, as defined by this ordinance, grading, clean fill disposal sites, topsoil 
removal, filling, alteration or enlargement of waterways, removal or placement of 
stream or lake bed materials, excavation, channel cleaning and clearing, ditching, 
drain tile laying, dredging, lagooning, soil and water conservation structures, and 
other land altering and disturbing activities are considered land altering conditional 
uses and must be approved in accordance with Section 4 (h) 14 (Land Altering 
Activities) of this Ordinance except as may otherwise be permitted in Section 3 (c) 5 
below or Section 7 (c) 1.  In addition, such uses may require a permit from the state 
agency having jurisdiction pursuant to Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes 
(WDNR) and, where applicable, a federal permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers except as may be waived pursuant to Section 3 (b) 1 of this Ordinance.  
All such uses and activities shall be consistent with the uses permitted in the 
Conservancy District if they occur within that district. 

 
C. The construction of a retaining wall (stone, ties, brick or other material), as defined 

herein, shall be a minimum of 5 feet from the property line to allow for maintenance 
without crossing onto adjacent property.  The plan commission may specifically 
authorize any retaining wall proposed less than five (5) feet from a property line.  
Retaining walls in excess of three feet in height from the existing grade require 
Town Plan Commission approval for location, height, building materials and 
aesthetics.  A certified architect or engineer must design retaining walls four feet or 
more in height from the existing grade, and said plans shall be submitted for 
consideration with the permit application.  No retaining wall shall be constructed in 
a manner, which would adversely affect surface drainage on adjacent property.  
Approved retaining walls require the issuance of a building permit.  All retaining 
walls shall be set back at least seventy-five (75) feet from the ordinary high water 
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mark of a navigable body of water or its floodplain, and outside of the 
conservancy/wetland district.  If, upon review by the town engineer and the 
Waukesha County Planning and Zoning Division, it is determined that the retaining 
wall is necessary to abate a known and identified soil erosion and sedimentation 
problem, the wall may be allowed less than seventy-five (75) feet from the ordinary 
high water mark of a navigable body of water or its floodplain, but must still remain 
outside of the conservancy/wetland district. 

 
Fill or grading considered by the zoning administrator/building inspector to be 
necessary backfill and/or excavation for an otherwise permitted structure may be 
permitted without the necessity of securing a conditional use permit as long as said 
fill or grading is needed for, and is accessory to, said construction, and does not 
create slopes greater than three (3) horizontal to one (1) vertical, does not extend to a 
distance greater than thirty (30) feet from the foundation in any direction, and does 
not divert runoff directly onto adjacent property or adversely affect adjoining 
property.  In order to make such a determination, prior to conducting any land 
altering activities, the property owner shall submit a grading plan of existing and 
proposed grades on the subject lot, as well as on adjacent lands (extending a 
minimum of 50' onto the abutting property) where said accessory fill and/or grading 
is closer than twenty (20) feet to the common lot line.  In addition, no portion of the 
slope shall be increased to a ratio greater than three (3) horizontal to one (1) vertical, 
within a distance of twenty (20) feet from the property line, except with the approval 
of the Town Plan Commission.  In no case shall any slope exceed the normal angle 
of slippage of the material involved, and all slopes shall be protected against erosion 
(refer to Addendum F and Section 3 (c) 11). The grading plan shall include the 
existing and proposed topography, the existing and proposed driveways, buildings, 
septic systems, wells, and the existing and proposed drainage patterns.  An as-built 
survey shall be filed with the Town Building Inspector upon completion of the work 
to ensure adherence to the grading plan. 

 
Land altering activities extending greater than thirty (30) feet from the foundation in 
any direction may be allowed subject to the issuance of a minor grading permit as 
provided for in Section 3 (c) 5 without benefit of a conditional use permit unless the 
quantities and the area of fill and grading exceed those limits defined herein for 
minor grading, filling, and land altering activities.  This provision excludes the area 
normally associated with septic system installation, backfilling around the 
foundation and grading within thirty (30) feet of the foundation as outlined above, 
and normal construction of new driveways or their repair or replacement in their 
existing location. 
 
Land altering activities extending greater than thirty (30) feet from the foundation in 
any direction that are in excess of minor grading, filling, and land altering activities, 
as defined in this ordinance, shall secure a conditional use permit in accordance with 
Section 4 of this ordinance prior to commencing any land altering activities. 

 
As outlined above, no fill or alterations of existing topography shall be allowed 
under any circumstances, which will alter the drainage or topography in a way that 
will adversely affect the surrounding lands.  In making such a determination, the 
zoning administrator/building inspector shall have the authority to determine the 
effect of the construction or fill on surrounding property and require improvements  
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and/or facilities as may be in the best interest of preserving the topography, drainage 
patterns, and the drainage system, and which will have the effect of lessening the 
impacts on either upstream, downstream, or adjacent properties. 
 
In the case of a dispute or question arising as to the adversity or affect of the project 
on either the property owner, adjacent owners, or the general public, said question 
shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission for resolution to the question. 
Land altering activities are also subject to a locally adopted and State mandated 
Storm Water Management and Erosion Control Ordinance (refer to Addendum F 
and Section 3 (c) 11) in addition to the requirements set forth herein. 
 
Design Standards for Land Altering/Disturbance Activities 

 
All Land Altering/Disturbance activities shall comply with the following Design 
Standards: 

 
i. For any land altering/disturbing activity proper erosion control measures 
shall be installed and maintained throughout the entire project and until the 
vegetation is established, and a Storm Water Management and Erosion Control 
Permit shall be issued, if required. 

  
ii. A grading plan meeting requirements of Section 3 (c) of this ordinance, 
prepared by the owner’s professional engineer, landscape architect or architect, who 
shall be registered in the State of Wisconsin, shall be submitted to the Town and 
then reviewed by the Town Engineer.  Minor grading permits are approved by the 
Town Building Inspector upon recommendation of the Town Engineer.  Conditional 
Use Permits shall follow the process outlined in Section 4 of this ordinance. 

  
iii. A deadline for completion of the entire project shall be established.  The 
Town Plan Commission must approve of any extensions to the deadline established. 

  
iv. No other work is authorized.  All work shall be completed in accordance 
with the approved plans. 

  
v. No adverse drainage, runoff, erosion or sedimentation shall take place onto 
adjoining properties or to environmentally sensitive areas public or private roads and 
right of ways. 

  
vi. An As-Built plan/survey of the land disturbance prepared by the Owner's 
Professional Engineer shall be prepared and submitted to the Town Engineer within 
30 days of the completion of grading and landscaping to assure compliance with the 
approved plan.  If the applicant does not produce the required grading plan, the 
Building Inspector shall authorize the Town Engineer to produce an As-Built 
plan/survey of the land disturbance and charge the Owner as a “current service” for 
the cost of producing the plan.  If the As-Built plan/survey does not comply with the 
approved plan, the work shall be corrected until it is in compliance to the satisfaction 
of the Town Engineer, or if determined to be acceptable by the Town Engineer, the 
As-Built plan/survey be approved administratively, or if part of a Conditional Use, 
be approved by the Town Plan Commission and any other agency having review 
authority over the project. 
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D. Land Alteration and Streambank and Shoreline Stabilization Structures (SSSS): 
 Streambank and shoreline stabilization structures and minor grading, filling, and 

land altering activities as defined herein (excluding retaining walls and fill within 
seventy-five (75) feet of the ordinary high water mark and in the 100-Year 
Floodplain) may be permitted by the town building inspector in the shoreland and 
floodland areas without a conditional use permit, as long as the project is in 
conformance with best management practices, and when located outside of 
Conservancy/Wetland areas, but within the 100-Year Floodplain, and where the site 
is above the ordinary high water mark, subject to the  following: 

 
i. Said project may be authorized through the granting of a permit by the town 

building inspector when the following standards are satisfied: 
 

a. Submittal of a complete and accurate set of plans which include a 
contour map at a scale of not less than 1" = 200' at a contour interval 
of at least two (2) foot increments, a vegetation plan and schedule, 
the period of construction activity, the methods used during and 
after construction to provide protection from the forces of erosion 
and sedimentation upon adjacent land and waterbody, and how the 
project will relate to adjoining properties. 

 
b. A determination is made that the project has no public impact on or 

will not adversely affect adjacent or surrounding properties and that 
the activity will serve to prevent erosion and sedimentation of the 
surrounding area on the adjacent waterbody. 

 
c. The review and written approval, if necessary, of the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources. 
 

d. Entering into a stipulated agreement with the Town concerning the 
scope of work, type of material used, method of construction, final 
grades, re-establishment of vegetative cover, date of completion and 
any other items deemed appropriate. 

 
e. The performance of such land altering activity must not impede 

drainage, reduce the floodwater storage capacity of the floodland, or 
raise flood stages.   If an increase would result, compensating flood 
storage capacity shall be provided on the site.  This is based on the 
assumption that there will be an equal degree of encroachment 
extending for a significant reach on both sides of the stream. 

 
E. Landscape Berms 

 
All berms, as defined in this ordinance, shall comply with all requirements of 
Section 3 (c) 5 and the following design standards.  Any project that exceeds the 
requirements of Section 3 (c) 5 or the design standards below must submit a request 
for a public hearing with notice sent to all property owners within 300' of the subject 
property. 
 
1. Landscape berms that are greater than three (3) feet above existing 
topography require Town Plan Commission approval. 
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2. The top of berms within 50' of the property line shall have a maximum 
height of 8' above existing property line elevation or centerline elevation of abutting 
street pavement, whichever is greater.  Beyond 50' from the property line, berms  
may increase in height by 1 foot for each additional 25' from the property line, to a 
maximum height of 12' above property line or abutting road centerline pavement 
elevation. 

  
3. The toe (base) of the berm must be a minimum of 10' from all front yard, 
side yard and rear yard property lines. 

  
4. Berms shall be undulating and staggered. The top of berm shall vary in 
height from maximum height to 2/3 maximum height and back again, for every 100'  
along the top of the berm. High and low points must be at least 15' long.  For every 
100' of berm length at least two low points in the berm undulation are required. Side 
slopes of the berm must be 3 to 1 maximum and be mowable. 

  
 5. Berms shall be landscaped in accordance with a landscape plan approved by 

the Town Plan Commission.  The plan shall include the installation and mature 
height and diameter of all vegetation, and the types of all vegetation used; a 
proposed timetable for installation, and seeding mixtures. 

  
 6. The berm shall be mowed and maintained on a regular basis similar to that 

of normal lawn maintenance, or as determined by the Town Plan Commission.  Any 
vegetation that dies within 3 years of installation shall be replaced with the same or 
substantially similar materials and within an amount of time as specified by the 
Town Plan Commission. 

  
 7. If the berm cannot be completed and vegetated prior to October 1st of the 

calendar year, the area shall be properly mulched over the winter season until work 
can recommence the following spring. 

 
 8. No berm shall interfere with vision of adjacent roads, easements, or 

driveways nor be constructed within any public right-of-way or highway expansion 
area designated on the current Waukesha County Official Highway Width Map or 
within a Vision Easement. 

  
9. The berm shall not adversely impact the existing drainage patterns in the 
area, or appropriate measures shall be taken to alleviate adverse drainage (swales, 
etc.). 

  
 10. The type of material used to construct the berm shall be approved by the 

Town Plan Commission. 
  
 11. A minimum of 4 inches of topsoil shall be used on the entire berm for 

revegetation purposes. 
  

12. A minimum setback of 50’ is required from all wetland, floodplain, and 
corridor areas. 

    
 13. Berms may extend across property lines with written permission of the 

adjacent property owner (maximum berm height shall be based on existing property 
line elevation prior to berm construction).  Berms extending over property lines will 
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require the granting of reciprocal easements over the berm area.  In addition a 
maintenance agreement is required to be prepared and submitted to the Town 
Attorney for review and approval.  Berm easement and maintenance agreement must 
be signed by all parties involved and recorded in the Waukesha County Register of 
Deeds Office.  Easements must provide permission for the Town to implement the 
provisions of the conditional approval, including reimbursement for plan 
implementation expenses incurred by the Town of Lisbon. 

 
  14. A financial guarantee in the form of a cash deposit or letter of credit 

equaling 115% of the estimated cost of the grading and plant materials shall be 
submitted to the Town.  Said financial guarantee will be released by the Town Board 
upon recommendation of the Town Engineer upon completion of the project in 
accordance with the conditional approval. 

 
  15. As a condition of the approval, the Town may require a deed restriction to 

run with the land, which provides maintenance requirements for the land disturbing 
activity. 

 
6. Building restrictions:  In the shoreland and floodland areas, the following building 

restrictions shall apply: 
 

A. In floodlands: 
 

i. In floodland areas, as defined in this ordinance, no buildings of any kind 
shall be allowed except those that may be allowed in the C-1 
conservancy/wetland or the EFD existing floodplain development district.  
Boathouses are not allowed in the Town of Lisbon (refer to Section 3 (r) of 
this ordinance).  Structures not prohibited above shall meet the following 
requirements: 

 
a. The structure, including any fill, roads and levees, shall not 

adversely affect the efficiency or the capacity of the floodway, the 
storage capacity of the floodplain, or increase flood heights based 
on the assumption that will be an "equal degree of encroachment" 
extending for a significant reach on both sides of the stream. 

 
b. The structure shall have its lowest floor level (not including the 

basement or crawl space) no less than the flood protection elevation. 
 

c. The structure shall not obstruct the floodway or channel of the 
stream. 

 
d. The ground level surrounding the structure shall be elevated and 

filled to at least one (1) foot above the 100-Year Recurrence Interval 
Flood for a horizontal distance of not less than fifteen (15) feet from 
the outer face of the building walls unless said requirement is not 
possible, in which case, to an amount as close to the fifteen (15) foot 
requirement as is practical. 

 
e. Any structure within the stream channel shall require a state permit 

pursuant to Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes and may require a 
federal permit pursuant to applicable federal regulations. 
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f. A registered professional engineer or land surveyor shall certify that 
the finished building elevations, floodproofing measures, and other 
flood protection factors were accomplished in compliance with the 
above provisions of this ordinance. 

 
g. The board of appeals may grant a variance from these regulations 

only if the structure will meet the standards set forth in Chapters 
NR115, NR116, and COMM 83 of the Wisconsin Administrative 
Code. 

 
h.  Dam construction, operation, maintenance, and abandonment are 

uses requiring public hearing before the county zoning agency and 
town plan commission in accordance with Section 4 of this 
ordinance and may require permits from the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources pursuant to Chapter 31 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to 
federal requirements. 

 
i. Any requirements of the Waukesha County Shoreland and 

Floodland Protection Ordinance that are more restrictive. 
 

ii. Land altering/disturbance such as the placement of fill, excavation, and 
other land altering activities in excess of Section 3 (c) 5 may be allowed 
subject to the issuance of a conditional use permit in accordance with 
Section 4 as long as said fill, excavation, or land altering activities do not 
occur in a wetland as indicated on the Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory 
Maps for Waukesha County or subsequently revised by hydraulic analysis 
and approved by the Army Corps of Engineers and/or the Department of 
Natural Resources. The performance of such land altering must not impede 
drainage, reduce the floodwater storage capacity of the floodland, raise 
flood stages by more than 0.01 ft. as regulated by NR116, or cause ponding. 
If an increase would result, compensating flood storage capacity shall be 
provided on the site.  This is based on the assumption that there will be an 
equal degree of encroachment extending for a significant reach on both sides 
of the stream.  Dredging and pond construction, where allowed, are also 
conditional uses pursuant to Section 4 (h) 14, and in addition may require a 
permit from the State Department of Natural Resources pursuant to Section 
30.19 of the Wisconsin Statutes and, where applicable, a federal permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  All petitioners shall provide proof of 
plan submission, review, and either approval or waiver of approval from the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the Army Corps of 
Engineers prior to the Town taking official action. 

 
Where such modification is proposed, the following criteria shall apply: 

 
a. If the use of the altered area is contemplated to be changed as a 

result of the fill or excavation, the area shall be rezoned to an 
appropriate use category and a conditional use permit issued 
pursuant to the terms of this Ordinance.  No increase in regional 
flood height greater than the standard set forth above in Section 3 
(c) 6 A ii shall result from these activities. 
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1. Criteria For Redelineation or Rezoning Floodplain 
Boundaries:  Prior to redelineation of floodplain boundaries 
or the rezoning of any such areas, the applicant shall: 

 
• Submit adequate technical data to the Town who 

will submit such data to the Department of Natural 
Resources for review and concurrence on the effect 
of the proposed amendment on the height of the 
regional flood that no increase in the 100-Year 
Floodplain elevation will result. 

• Assure that the proposed amendments meet the 
purpose of Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 
2. Amendment Process:  Where the area is to be altered or 

filled, and upon completion of the steps in the paragraph 
numbered 1 above, the Town shall meet all legal 
requirements for amending its zoning maps and/or zoning 
ordinances as needed and as established in NR116 of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 
3. Submission to the Department of Natural Resources for 

Approval:  If the Town agrees to amend the zoning category 
and modify its zoning map, it shall submit these 
amendments and the plans for fill or alteration of the subject 
area to the Department of Natural Resources for approval 
pursuant to NR116.   Prior to Department of Natural 
Resources approval, the applicant shall submit a final map 
to be certified by an engineer, that the fill or alteration, as 
approved by the Building Inspector, has been accomplished 
to the specifications set forth by the amendment approved 
by the Town. 

 
b. The effect of rezoning, filling, and altering any floodplain shall be 

calculated by comparing the regional flood profile determined by 
the hydraulic floodway lines to the regional flood profile determined 
by assuming that the entire shallow depth flooding area  (100-Year 
Floodplain) is not available to convey floodflows.   Calculations 
shall conform to the standards contained in NR116 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code. 

 
c. Where a floodplain or wetland alteration has been approved as 

outlined above, the jurisdiction of this Ordinance remains in effect 
within the subject area to the extent it was in effect prior to the 
activity being authorized, and all other appropriate restrictions of 
this Ordinance, except those which deal with floodplains and/or 
conservancy wetlands if the areas are removed from such 
floodplains or wetlands, remains in force. 

 
d. Any requirements of the Waukesha County Shoreland and 

Floodland Protection Ordinance that are more restrictive. 
 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 3 58  

B. In shorelands, as defined in this ordinance: All filling or dredging of the bed of 
navigable waters may take place only with a state permit pursuant to Chapter 30 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes and a conditional use permit from the county zoning agency 
and the town plan commission as detailed in Section 4 of this ordinance and a 
federal permit from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, where applicable. 

 
C. Within floodlands and shorelands, as defined in this ordinance: Utility facilities such 

as dams, flowage areas, transmission lines, pipelines, and water monitoring devices 
are permitted subject to regulations pursuant to this ordinance, Chapter 30 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, and applicable federal regulations. Noncommercial docks, piers, 
wharves and bridges, culverts and river crossings of transmission lines, gas lines and 
other utilities are permitted subject to any pier or dock line regulations, or any other 
regulations which may be required pursuant to Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
and applicable federal regulations. Commercial docks, dry or wet buoys, piers, 
moorings and wharves, are permitted subject to issuance of a conditional use permit 
under Section 4 (g) 17 or 22 of this Ordinance.  Any requirements of the Waukesha 
County Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance that are more restrictive shall 
also apply. 

 
7. Agricultural uses:  Sod farming, tillage, grazing, livestock watering and feeding, and 

application of fertilizers shall be prohibited unless conducted in accordance with good soil 
and water conservation practices promulgated in the USDA-NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide. Crop production on lands with an erosion factor of three (3) or more on the USDA 
Soils Map is prohibited and such lands shall be planted with permanent vegetation. Where 
agricultural uses, including grazing, occurs next to navigable water, in accordance with 
sound land management practices, a buffer strip of permanent vegetation not less than one 
(1) rod (16 1/2 feet) wide, should be maintained where possible, to protect the bank of the 
waters from erosion and the effects of weathering, and the water itself from the effects of 
sedimentation and pollution. 

 
8. Surface Water Withdrawal:  Diversion or discharge for irrigation, processing, cooling, or 

other purposes are conditional uses requiring review and approval by the Town Plan 
Commission in accordance with Section 4 (h) of this Ordinance.  The Plan Commission shall 
then advise the state agency having jurisdiction under Chapters 30 and 281 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes of its findings prior to the issuance of the required state permits, and federal permits 
as may be required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
When the substantive terms of this provision are met through the application of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, Department of Natural Resources Administrative Code, or the 
requirements of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a separate action of the Plan 
Commission pursuant to Section 3 (b) 1 of this Ordinance is unnecessary. 

 
9. Shoreland Cutting:  Tree and shrubbery cutting and ground cover removal in the shoreland 

areas shall be regulated in accordance with the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland 
Protection Ordinance.  For lands outside of the shoreland areas, vegetation may be removed, 
however it is recommended that accepted forest management and soil conservation practices 
are observed.  

 
1        0.  Drainage Regulations: 

 
i. In no case may a principal building be constructed, erected, converted, or relocated 
in an area zoned conservancy (including areas zoned EFD unless required approvals are 
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obtained), or in an area considered to be one of the eight (8) types of wetlands (type 1-
8) as described in Circular 39 of the Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Department of 
Interior published in 1956, and which are on record on the 1975 aerial maps of the 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. No principal building shall be 
constructed, erected, altered, converted, or relocated, and no below grade structures shall be 
expanded on newly created or existing lots that are not in compliance with the site 
drainage standards contained in the Waukesha County Storm Water Management and 
Erosion Control Ordinance, including all county technical procedures and forms used to 
enforce these standards (Chapter 14-342(c)) unless the Town of Lisbon imposes more 
restrictive requirements. The lowest floor, including any basement floor, shall not be less 
than three (3) feet above the highest seasonal ground water elevation except under the 
following circumstances: 

 

a. If a sealed sump crock with a water tight cover is used, the lowest floor 
may not be less than 18" above the highest seasonal ground water 
level. 

b. If a gravity outlet is utilized and a backup sump crock and pump 
area installed, the lowest floor may not be less than 12" above the 
highest seasonal ground water level. 

 
In all cases where the separation is less than 3' the applicant shall record a 
hold-harmless agreement in favor of the town in the Waukesha County 
Register of Deeds office, prior to a Building Permit being issued. 
The Building Inspector or Town-contracted Engineer shall issue the 
Building Permit for separation from 3' to 12" when all of the above 
requirements have been met, however, separation that does not meet the 
above requirements or is less than 12" must request a waiver from the 
Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. 

 
ii. All appeals or waivers shall be reviewed by the Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. 
For the purposes of this section, the highest seasonal ground water level is defined as the 
upper limit of the zone of soil saturation caused by underlying ground water at its 
highest level. Where groundwater limitations exist, subdivision plats and certified survey 
maps shall state, on their face, the lowest allowed floor elevation for any proposed 
principle structure, as needed to ensure compliance with the above noted site drainage 
standards. All basement elevations must comply with the subdivision plat or certified 
survey map master grading plan or with the master grading plan referenced on the 
subdivision plat or certified survey map. At least one soil boring shall be conducted at the 
house site in order to determine the soil conditions for the building, foundation, and/or 
basement. The building inspector may request, at the owners' expense, the advice and 
assistance of a licensed professional engineer specializing in soils engineering or other 
qualified person working on behalf of the town in fulfilling his or her duties pursuant 
to this provision. Building, drainage, grading or other similar plans may be required to 
determine compliance with this section. The town accepts no liability for construction 
activities involving groundwater limitations. 
 
iii. In the event the applicant disputes the necessity for, or the adequacy of, the site 
drainage standards noted above, the matter shall be reviewed, and a determination made, by 
the Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. The applicant may also request a variance from 
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the three (3) foot groundwater separation requirement for basements which shall be 
reviewed by the Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. In making their decision, the Plan 
Commission shall determine (1) how much of the basement shall be allowed to be 
constructed out of the ground, if any, (2) how much, and in what configuration, fill shall be 
allowed to be placed around the structure, and if minor grading or conditional use 
permits will be required, (3) if the building shall be allowed to have a basement at all, and 
(4) if development on the site should be prohibited. The determination of whether or not 
the building shall have a basement at all or whether or not the site should be developed 
shall be based on the recommendation from the licensed professional engineer 
specializing in soils engineering, and working on behalf of the town, at the owner's 
expense as noted above. However, in no case shall the separation requirement for 
basements (lowest floor) be less than one (1) foot. 
 
iv. In the event a variance is approved, a gravity outlet shall be provided to the drain 
tiles of the building. The outlet must be above the 100-year flood elevation and be 
equipped with a back flow prevention device, and the drain to daylight must have a 
minimum slope of 1.04%, insulation, a rodent guard, and a clean out. 
 
v. If the outlet is located in a roadside ditch, its invert must be a minimum of 18 inches 
above the ditch flow line. A sump pump is required with discharge to the surface as a 
redundant ground water removal system and the sump pump must be equipped with a 
sealed pump crock. An auxiliary power source of natural gas or propane gas fuel to a 
backup generator is recommended if groundwater separation is reduced to anything less 
than the one-foot requirement through the waiver process, and an auxiliary power supply is 
recommended in any instance noted above so the sump pump remains operative in the 
event of a power outage. 
 
vi. All existing drain tile locations on or adjacent to property proposed to be 
developed, shall be identified, if known, and said information shall be provided to the 
Town Plan Commission and Town Board for review, and/or located on the preliminary 
subdivision plat or Certified Survey Map. 
 
vii. Obstruction of drainage is prohibited. The damming, filling, relocating, or 
otherwise interfering with the natural flow of surface water along any surface water 
drainage channel or natural water course, shall not be permitted except with the 
approval of the Town Plan Commission and the Waukesha County Park and Planning 
Commission. 
 
viii. Building is restricted adjacent to drainage channels or watercourses. No 
building other than a bridge, dam, or revetment subject to the aforementioned approval, 
shall be constructed, erected, altered, or relocated within 20 feet of the ordinary high water 
mark of such surface water drainage channel or natural watercourse, nor so that the lowest 
floor of said building is less than three (3) feet above the ordinary high water mark. 
 
The Town of Lisbon shall not be held liable for adverse effects which may occur on any 
property resulting from high groundwater conditions in the area. 
 
For the purposes of this section, in the Town of Lisbon, the datum plane used shall be 
mean sea level, 1929 adjustment. 
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 11. Site Protection:  Any property disturbed with land altering activities as may be authorized 
through the issuance of a minor grading or a conditional use permit, shall be required to 
protect the disturbed land surface of the lot or building site that is susceptible to erosion 
while under construction and which is not occupied with buildings, dedicated parking areas, 
or other hard surfaced areas with suitable stabilization measures.  The plan shall meet design 
criteria, standards, and specifications acceptable to the Town Engineer and the Building 
Inspector.  These measures include, but are not limited to, seeding, sodding, mulching, filter 
fabric, silt fences, hay bales, and sedimentation basins.  Said disturbed areas shall be 
permanently stabilized and continuously maintained with suitable vegetative cover or other 
approved landscape material, and shall be required to conform with the provisions of the 
provisions of the Waukesha County Storm Water Management and Erosion Control 
Ordinance #146-158, Addendum F of this ordinance, and the Uniform Dwelling Code for 
one and two family dwellings.  To ensure performance, a financial guarantee in the form of a 
cash deposit or letter of credit, may be required by the Zoning Administrator/Town Building 
Inspector, Town Engineer, or the Town Plan Commission. 

 
(d) Use Regulations 

1. Uses Restricted:  In any district, no building or land shall be used or occupied, and no 
building shall be hereafter constructed, erected, altered, repaired, changed, improved, 
extended, enlarged, converted, or relocated except in conformance with the regulations 
hereinafter established for the district in which the property is located, or as otherwise 
provided for in this Ordinance. Where a change in use, change of ownership or operator, or a 
new use of a building or premises is proposed in any Business, Industrial, Quarrying, or 
Public and Institutional District, or at the site of a legal non-conforming use or a conditional 
use, a Site Plan and Plan of Operation shall be prepared for review and approval pursuant to 
Section 3 (b) 5 of this Ordinance. 

 
2. Accessory Uses and Structures:  In any district, accessory structures, buildings and uses 

customarily incident to the permitted buildings, uses and structures in that district shall be 
permitted subject to such requirements as may be hereinafter designated for that district in 
which they are located and in accordance with Section 3(i)5. No pyramiding as defined 
herein shall be permitted on any lands fronting on navigable waters, except as may be 
specifically permitted accessory to a marina or resort, and which may be allowed under the 
terms of a conditional use permit for a planned unit development.  No accessory building, 
use or structure shall be permitted that by reason of noise, dust, odor, appearance, lighting, 
traffic generation, smoke, fumes, dirt, vibrations, fire, explosives, pollution, or other 
objectionable factors creates a nuisance or a substantial adverse effect upon the property 
value or reasonable enjoyment of the surrounding property.  These nuisance determinations 
shall also include, but not be limited to, incidents of apiary operations where there is bee 
stinging, bee swarming, or bees otherwise creating a disturbance.  Such adverse affects may 
be required to be corrected or eliminated by such measures as are directed by Sections 3 c 3 
and 37 of this ordinance; and Chapter 5, Nuisances, of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha 
County, Wisconsin, General Code of Ordinances, also included as Addendum B herein. 

 
3. Unclassified Uses:  Any use not specifically listed as a permitted use or conditional use, 

shall be considered to be prohibited except as hereinafter provided.  Where deemed 
appropriate, the Plan Commission shall have the authority to authorize uses not specifically 
enumerated herein (e.g., unspecified conditional use) under the terms of Section 4 (h) 28 of 
this Ordinance and shall state, in writing, the justification for allowing or denying said 
application for conditional use. 

 
4. Additional Requirements:  For any use or structure in any district, which becomes or is 
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determined by the Plan Commission and/or Building Inspector to be hazardous, harmful, 
noxious, offensive, or a nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood, the owner or occupant 
may be required to correct, improve, or abate such conditions by such measures as may be 
mutually directed by the Plan Commission and the Building Inspector consistent with 
reasonable technology and economic practicality and in conformance with reasonable 
standards.  Any building determined to be unfit for human habitation, or which may 
endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the public as may be determined by the Town 
Board after recommendation by the Plan Commission or Building Inspector may be removed 
pursuant to the procedures outlined by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
5. Any residence whose design includes provisions, or is intended to be used, for more than one 

single housekeeping entity as defined herein, shall be considered a two family or a multi 
family dwelling as defined herein, and are allowed only as conditional uses as provided for 
in Section 4 of this Ordinance, unless permitted in the zoning district in which they are 
located. 

 
6. Conditional Uses:  These uses are subject to Plan Commission approval following a public 

hearing to determine acceptable project impacts and the imposition of appropriate conditions 
as provided in Section 4 of this ordinance. 

 
7. Nuisance Uses:  Any use, in any district, which becomes hazardous, harmful, noxious, 

offensive, or a nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood by reason of odors, lighting, 
smoke, fumes, dust, dirt, vibrations, noise, fire, explosives, pollution, appearance, traffic 
generation, or other objectionable factors may be required to be corrected or eliminated by 
such measures as are directed by Sections 3 c 3 and 37 of this ordinance; Chapter 5, 
Nuisances, of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, General Code of 
Ordinances, also included as Addendum B herein; and/or the Town Board or its authorized 
representative. 

 
8. Permitted Uses:  These uses are permitted by right subject to the provisions of this 

ordinance. 
 
9. Principal Uses:  These uses represent the main or primary use of property or structures as 

permitted by the regulations of the zoning district in which such use is located. 
 

(e) Sanitary Regulations 
1. No building, structure, area, or premise shall be erected, repaired, changed, improved, 

extended, enlarged, converted, constructed, altered, located, or maintained for human 
occupancy, use, or assembly without adequate facilities for the sanitary and safe disposal of 
all human excreta together with all liquid and solid wastes that could be hazardous to the 
public health and safety or create objectionable nuisance conditions. Certification by the 
Town Building Inspector or Plumbing Inspector that the building conforms to all Town 
ordinances and other governmental laws or regulations applicable to sewage disposal 
systems, and that satisfactory evidence has been submitted to show that suitable provisions 
for sewage disposal, based on the proposed use, is possible on said lot if it is not served by 
an approved municipal or other state approved sewage disposal system. 

 
No principal building shall be erected, repaired, changed, improved, extended, enlarged, 
converted, constructed, altered, relocated, occupied, or used, unless an approved septic 
system is installed with sewer running to a septic tank designed and located in accordance 
with the Town ordinances and other governmental laws or regulations applicable to sewage 
disposal systems, or to an approved municipal or other state approved sewage disposal 
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system.  Such facilities must fully comply with the provisions of the Waukesha County 
Community Health Code. 

 
2. No building permit shall be issued until a safe and adequate water supply and sewage 

disposal system is assured and until after the County sanitary permit has been issued. No 
occupancy and use permits shall be issued for a building used for residential purposes unless 
provisions have been made in accordance with the requirements of the Waukesha County 
Community Health Code. 

 
3. Outhouses prohibited:  No outhouse or privy shall be hereafter erected. 
 
4. Sewer Reductions – a reduction in Lot Size, Lot Width, Offset, Road Setback, Open Space 

and an increase in Floor Area Ratio: In the case of any lot having municipal sewer, or a 
municipally approved communal sewage system or water system available at the site, and 
where such service would be provided prior to any occupancy of such lot, the Plan 
Commission may approve the reduction of the lot size, lot width, open space, offset, and 
road setback requirements applicable to such lot, and may approve an increase in the floor 
area ratio, after public hearing, unless otherwise stated in the zoning district.  In making the 
decision, the Plan Commission shall give particular consideration to the following: 

 
A. The suitability of soil, terrain, and groundwater table conditions, and the practicality 

of providing municipal sewer or water service to the parcel. 
 

B. The effect of any reduction in the lot size, lot width, open space, road setback, and 
offset requirements, and the increase in floor area ratio requirements on the character 
and value of surrounding development. 

 
The maximum amount of reduction in the lot size, lot width, open space, offset, and road 
setback requirements or the maximum amount of increase in the floor area ratio of individual 
lots shall not exceed 30% of that required by the district in which said lot is located.  The 
more restrictive of the above stated requirements and those stated in the applicable zoning 
district regulations shall apply.  Where lands are to be developed as a planned unit 
development and are to be served with public sewer, the density may only be increased by a 
total of up to 30%.  The planned unit development density bonus and the sewer reduction 
provisions cannot both be utilized to further increase density beyond 30%.   

 
(f) Water Performance Standards  

 
Compliance:  This ordinance permits specific uses in specific districts and these performance 
standards are designed to limit, restrict, and prohibit the effects of those uses outside their premises 
or district. All structures, lands, and waters shall hereafter, in addition to their use, site, sanitary, and 
floodland and shoreland regulations, comply with the following performance standards: 

 
1. Water quality protection:  No activity shall locate, store, discharge, or permit the discharge 

of any treated, untreated, or inadequately treated liquid, gaseous, or solid materials of such 
nature, quantity, obnoxiousness, toxicity, or temperature that might run off, seep, percolate, 
or wash-into surface or subsurface waters (including, but not limited to, groundwater) so as 
to contaminate, pollute, or harm such waters; or cause nuisances such as objectionable shore 
deposits, floating, or submerged debris, oil, or scum, color, odor, taste, or unsightliness; or 
be harmful to human, animal, plant, or aquatic life. 

 
2. No activity shall withdraw water or discharge any liquid, gaseous, or solid materials so as to 
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exceed the minimum standards and the application of those standards set forth in Chapters 
NR102, 103 and 104 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and applicable standards of any 
federal agency for all interstate and intrastate surface waters of the Town of Lisbon. 

 
3. The following water quality standards, as set forth in Chapter NR102 of the Wisconsin 

Administrative Code, shall be maintained: 
 
A. Minimum standards. 

 
B. Recreational standards-full body contact recreational uses. 

 
C. Fish and aquatic life. 
 

4. Water supply required:  No occupancy or use permit shall be issued for a building used for 
residential purposes unless provisions are made for a safe and adequate supply of water in or 
within 300 feet of said residence, or a connection is to be made to an approved municipal or 
community water system. 

 
 (g) Building Location 
 

Purpose and Intent:  The purpose and intent of regulating building and structure location is as 
follows: 

 
• To require the provision of adequate physical separation between uses to 

minimize conflict. 

• To promote cluster development and other internally oriented living, shopping, 
and working environments, and to discourage strip development, in an effort to 
provide diversified and balanced growth. 

• To provide aesthetic open space of sufficient size to accommodate landscaping 
and to soften, compliment, and enhance architectural design of buildings, 
parking areas, loading facilities, and utilities. 

• To allow exposure to optimum amounts of light, air, and ventilation. 

• To require the provision of a buffer zone between noise-intolerant land uses 
(e.g. residences, nursing homes, day care centers, schools, churches) and 
adjacent streets or highways to effectively attenuate noise, and buffer such 
developments from the pollution and hazards attendant to vehicular traffic. 

• To provide vision triangles for safe visibility and traffic movement at all public 
intersections. 

• To attenuate noise, odors, fumes, and dust generated by land use before they 
infringe upon adjacent land uses. 

• To provide adequate area for snow removal. 

• To insure adequate separation between pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 

• To provide adequate area to detain, retain, and facilitate surface drainage. 

• To protect and preserve the quality and quantity of groundwater resources. 

• To prevent development which may result in unacceptable non-point source 
pollution. 
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1. Setbacks 

 
A. Base setback lines, from which building setbacks shall be measured, are hereby 

established for all streets and highways in the Town as follows, unless otherwise 
specified by action of the Town Board and the County DPW. 

 
i. On all streets or highways for which the ultimate width has been established 

by the Highway Width Ordinance of Waukesha County, the base setback 
line shall be located at a distance from the centerline equal to one-half such 
established width as designated on the "Established Street and Highway 
Width Map of Waukesha County”, unless otherwise excepted in this 
ordinance. 
 

ii. On all other streets, which shall be designated as "local streets or town 
roads", the base setback line shall be at least thirty-three (33) feet from the 
centerline of such street, or sixty (60) feet from the center point of a 
cul-de-sac unless specifically designated otherwise by action of the Town 
Board, unless otherwise excepted in this ordinance. 

 
iii. When a lot abuts a frontage road, the base setback line shall be located at a 

distance from the centerline of the frontage road equal to one-half the 
platted right-of-way width of said frontage road. 

 
iv. Such setback lines shall be parallel to and measured at right angles to the 

centerline of the street, highway, or frontage road. 
 

v. There shall be a required setback equal to the offset requirement of the 
district in which the property is located, from a private right-of-way and/or 
easement providing ingress and egress to the subject land or other lands, 
unless such private right-of-way is considered a mill tax road, in which case 
the normal road setback requirements contained in this Ordinance shall 
apply. 

 
vi. For roadways providing access to lands zoned M-1 or M-2, the base setback 

line shall be thirty-five (35) feet from the centerline of the street. 
 

B. Vision setback lines at the intersections of public streets or highways, and of a street 
or highway with a railroad where the grade is not separated, are hereby established 
as follows: 

 
i. Across each sector between the intersection of a street or highway with a 

railroad, a vision setback line shall be established by a straight line, 
connecting points on the base setback line and the railroad right-of-way line, 
which points are located one hundred twenty (120) feet from the intersection 
of the base setback line and the railroad right-of-way line. 

 
ii. Across each sector between intersecting streets or highways, one (1) or more 

of which has an established width of one hundred (100) feet or more, a 
vision setback line shall be established by a straight line connecting two (2) 
points on the intersecting base setback lines, which points are located sixty 
(60) feet distant from the intersection of said base setback lines. 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 3 66  

 
iii. Across each sector between any other intersecting streets a vision setback 

line shall be established by a straight line connecting two (2) points on the 
intersecting base setback lines, which points are located thirty (30) feet 
distant from the intersection of said base setback lines. 

 
C. No principal or accessory building shall be hereafter constructed, erected, 

structurally altered, horizontally added to, relocated or placed so that any portion 
thereof, including roof overhangs, is closer to the base setback line than the setback 
distance specified by the regulations for the district in which such building is located 
except as specified here-in-after: 

 
i. If there is a building which is non-conforming with respect to road setback, 

with a similar use as the proposed building, located on an adjacent parcel on 
one side of the proposed building or within two hundred (200) feet of the 
proposed building and located on the same side of the street and on a similar 
plane, the average of the road setback of that existing building of similar 
usage and the required minimum road setback (50’) shall apply. 

 
ii. If there are two (2) buildings, which are non-conforming with respect to 

road setback, with similar uses as the proposed building, located on adjacent 
parcels on each side of said building or within two hundred (200) feet of the 
proposed building and located on the same side of the street and on a similar 
plane, the average of the road setbacks of those existing buildings of similar 
usage shall apply. 

 
iii. In the case of a proposed addition to an existing building that has less than 

the required road setback, the average of the road setback of such existing 
building and the lesser of the required road setback (50’) or the existing 
setback of the closest similarly used building within 200 feet of the subject 
property and located on the same side of the street and on a similar plane, 
shall be used to determine the required road setback for the proposed 
addition. 

 
iv. The property is served with public sewer, and receives a sewer reduction in 

accordance with the sewer reduction provisions outlined in Section 3 (e) 4 
of this ordinance. 

 
D. No other structures of any kind, except necessary highway and traffic signs, public 

utility lines, fences, rural mailboxes, and those signs permitted in a residential or 
agricultural district shall be hereafter constructed, erected, altered, relocated, or 
placed within such base setback area.  Monuments and entrance gates are structures 
which require a building permit and shall be located at least ten (10) feet from the 
base setback line and shall not restrict safe access and visibility of the intersecting 
drive and the road and shall be subject to review and approval by the plan 
commission and the building inspector and the applicable municipality having 
jurisdiction over the road or highway. 

 
E. In the vision setback area, no structure of any kind shall be permitted which exceeds 

a height of two (2) feet above the elevation of the center of the intersection, except 
for necessary highway and traffic signs, public utility lines, and open fences through 
which there is clear vision, nor shall any plant material be permitted which obscures 
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safe vision of the approaches to the intersection. 
 

F. Additions to and replacements of existing structures may be made within the 
established road right-of-way as set forth by Section 3 (g) 1 A of this Ordinance, 
subject to approval of the Town Board and the Board of Appeals, provided the 
owner records, with the Waukesha County Register of Deeds office, a deed 
restriction, approved by the Town Board, to the effect that the owner will remove all 
new construction, additions, and replacements erected after the adoption of this 
Ordinance at his or her expense, when said right-of-way is necessary for the 
improvement of the street or highway. 

 
G. In all cases where any of the highways for which setback lines are established by 

this Ordinance are located on municipal boundaries, such establishment shall apply 
only within the Town. 

 
H. On corner lots of record, as of the date of adoption of this Ordinance (July 14, 1958), 

the effect of the setback regulations shall not reduce the buildable width of such 
corner lots to less than thirty (30) feet. Where such reduction would result in an area 
narrower than thirty (30) feet after applying the offset reduction, the Zoning 
Administrator shall have the authority to modify the setback or offset provision to 
the extent necessary to minimize the encroachment on both the offset and setback 
standard while maintaining the thirty (30) feet area required herein. 

 
I. Every structure, except boathouses and any other structure excepted from shore 

setback by another section of this Ordinance, shall have a shore setback of at least 
seventy five (75) feet from the ordinary high water mark of navigable waters, the 
one-hundred year floodplain, and/or the conservancy district, whichever distance is 
greater, except: 
 
i. Boathouses may be permitted within fifty (50) feet of the ordinary high 

water mark of a navigable body of water or a Conservancy District 
boundary line, but not closer than five (5) horizontal feet from the ordinary 
high water mark, or within a wetland or 100-year floodplain area, or within 
a floodway.  However, new boathouses are prohibited in the Town of 
Lisbon. 

 
ii. Boat hoists and piers may be erected on the bed of navigable waters 

pursuant to Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Section 3 (c) 6 C of 
this Ordinance. 

 
iii. Under the authority of Section 59.692 (1v), 2001-2002 Wisconsin Statutes, 

also known as the “Gard bill”, the building inspector may grant a building 
permit and the County may grant a zoning permit for a structure that extends 
closer than seventy five (75) feet to the ordinary high water mark of a 
navigable body of water if all of the following requirements are met, but in 
no case is a structure exempt from the shore setback requirements from the 
Conservancy District boundary line: 

 
a. The part of the structure that is nearest to the water is located at least 

thirty five (35) feet landward from the ordinary high water mark. 
 

b. The total floor area of all existing and proposed structures in the 
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shore setback area of the property shall not exceed two hundred 
(200) square feet.  In calculating this square footage, boathouses 
shall be excluded. 

 
c. The structure that is subject to the request for special zoning 

permission has no sides, or has open or screened sides. 
 

d. The building inspector shall review a plan submitted by the 
applicant which shall be subject to the building inspector’s approval 
and which will be implemented by the owner of the property to 
preserve or establish a vegetative buffer zone that covers at least 
seventy (70) percent of the shore setback area that is within 35 feet 
of the water.  The building inspector is authorized to require 
implementation of the vegetative buffer plan prior to the issuance of 
the building permit for the structure. 

 
iv. A retaining wall may be allowed if the building inspector determines that 

the retaining wall is necessary to abate a known and identified soil erosion 
and sedimentation problem.  A retaining wall shall be set back at least 
seventy five (75) feet from the ordinary high water mark of a navigable 
body of water and outside of the conservancy district. 

 
v. A single stairway or walkway, determined by the building inspector to be 

necessary for access to a lake, pond or river, shall be permitted to have a 
shore setback of less than seventy five (75) feet provided the width of the 
stairway or walkway does not exceed three (3) feet, and said stairway or 
walkway shall not include platforms larger than 3 feet by 3 feet, benches, 
planters, or similar items. 

 
vi. Where there is an existing pattern of development with principal buildings 

having shore setbacks less than seventy five (75) feet from the ordinary high 
water mark of a navigable body of water or the Conservancy District 
boundary line, the setback requirements for new principal buildings, or 
additions to the existing principal building, or structures immediately 
adjacent thereto (such as decks or patios) shall be allowed to be reduced in 
accordance with the following setback averaging formulas.  However, in no 
case shall the required minimum shore setback from the ordinary high water 
mark or Conservancy District boundary be reduced to less than thirty (30) 
feet: 

 
a. If there is a principal building which is non-conforming with respect 

to shore setback with a similar use as the proposed building and 
located on an adjacent parcel on one side of the proposed building 
and within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed building, the 
average of the shore setback of that existing building of similar use 
and the required minimum shore setback shall apply. 

 
b. If there are two principal buildings that are non-conforming with 

respect to shore setback with similar uses as the proposed building 
and located on adjacent parcels on each side of the proposed 
building and within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed 
building, the average of the shore setbacks of the two existing 
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buildings of similar use shall apply. 
 

c. In the case of a proposed addition to an existing building which has 
less than the required shore setback, the shore setback of the 
addition shall be calculated by using the average of the existing 
building and the shore setback of an existing building with a similar 
use as the proposed addition if it is located on the adjoining parcel 
on the same side as the proposed addition and within two hundred 
(200) feet of the proposed addition. 

 
d. In the case of a proposed addition to an existing building that has 

less than the required shore setback, if there are not similar uses on 
either adjoining parcels, the shore setback of the addition shall be 
calculated by the average of the existing building and the required 
minimum shore setback. 

 
e. The effect of the shore setback regulations in combination with the 

road setback regulations shall not reduce the buildable depth of such 
lot to less than thirty (30) feet. Where such reduction would result in 
a depth less than thirty (30) feet after applying the shore setback and 
road setback averaging formulas, the building inspector shall have 
the authority to modify the road setback, shore setback, and offset 
provisions to the extent necessary to minimize the encroachment on 
the offset and setback standards while maintaining the thirty (30) 
foot depth. 

 
f. In applying these shore setback averaging formulas to a proposed 

principal building or addition to a principal building, the shore 
setback measurements shall be taken from other principal buildings 
only, and the measurements shall not be from any immediately 
adjacent structures, such as decks or patios. 

 
g. In applying these shore setback averaging formulas to a proposed   

structure, such as a deck or patio, which is immediately adjacent to 
the principal building, the shore setback measurements may be 
taken from other principal buildings or immediately adjacent 
structures, such as decks or patios. 

 
vii. A principal building, an addition to a principal building, or a deck or patio 

immediately adjacent to a principal building may be located as close as fifty 
(50) feet from the Conservancy District boundary if it is in conformity with 
the required shore setback from the ordinary high water mark and if the 
existing natural ground elevation adjacent to the lowest level of the principal 
building, including an exposed basement, is at least three (3) feet above the 
one-hundred year flood plain elevation or the ordinary high water mark of 
the conservancy or wetland area. 

 
J. Retaining walls do not need to meet the road setback requirements of the individual 

zoning district.  However, they do need to be at least 10’ from the base setback line 
as required in Section 3 (g) 1 D. 

 
K. Maintenance and use of setback areas:  Any such required setback area shall be 
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landscaped and kept clean and free from the accumulation of debris or refuse and 
shall not be used for the storage or display of equipment, products, vehicles or any 
other material. 

  
2. Offsets 

A. No principal or accessory building shall be hereafter constructed, erected, 
horizontally added to, relocated, placed, or structurally altered so that any portion 
thereof, including roof overhangs, is closer to any side or rear lot line than the offset 
distance hereinafter specified by the regulations for the district in which such 
building is located, with the following exceptions: 
 
i. (reserved) 

 
ii. In the case of a lot of record, which has a minimum average width less than 

the required minimum average width of the district in which it is located, the 
required offset for the principal structure from a side lot line may be reduced 
proportionately to the ratio between the actual average width and the 
required minimum average width, but not less than ten (10) feet, except in 
accordance with Section 3 (e) 4, or as may be permitted within an approved 
Multiple Family or Planned Unit Development. 

 
Example:   Actual Average Lot Width    _______  x       Required Offset = Reduced Offset 

    Required Minimum Average Lot Width 
 

iii. Offsets for detached accessory buildings exceeding two hundred (200) 
square feet in area on lots of one hundred and twenty (120) feet in width or 
less may be reduced to an amount equal to the proportionate amount 
between the actual width and one hundred and twenty (120) feet and not less 
than five (5) feet, even when consideration is given to Section 3 (e) 4. 
However, no detached accessory building shall be located closer than ten 
(10) feet to any structure used for residential purposes, as measured between 
overhangs. 

 
iv. Offsets for buildings housing animals including, but not limited to, 

livestock, fur-bearing animals, pigeons, swine, goats and poultry, shall be 
not less than fifty (50) feet from an adjacent property line. This does not 
include doghouses housing normal and usual household dogs (e.g., non-
commercial in nature). 

 
v. When an existing detached accessory structure lies on a lot and closer than 

five (5) feet of the common lot line, a new detached accessory structure on 
the adjacent lot may be located the same distance from the common 
boundary as the existing detached structure on the neighboring lot, as long 
as the two structures are within ten (10) feet of each other. In such a case, 
the new detached accessory structure shall contain a firewall sufficient to 
meet the one-hour fire rating contained in the building code. However, 
unless a common wall with a one-hour fire rating is constructed, and with 
agreement of both property owners, the building sidewalls shall be no closer 
than three (3) feet in order to accomplish proper maintenance. A deed 
restriction shall be recorded in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds 
office prior to issuance of the building permit prohibiting the construction of 
fences between said buildings and permitting maintenance of said buildings 
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from adjacent properties. 
 

vi. On any parcel, one detached accessory building that is less than two hundred 
(200) square feet in area may be located ten (10) feet from the side lot line 
unless otherwise excepted under any other provision. 

 
vii. In the case of an extension or addition of a structure into the minimum offset 

area, and where such extension would not extend closer to the side lot line 
than the existing structure to which it is attached, a Variance may be granted 
by the Board of Appeals to allow such an extension or addition as long as 
said extension or addition does not encroach closer to the side lot line than 
an existing structure to which it is attached. 

 
viii. Offsets on decks and patios may be reduced to 60% of the distance between 

the principal structure and the lot line, otherwise required for the principal 
structure, but shall in no case be located closer than five (5) feet of a lot line, 
even when consideration is given to Section 3 (e) 4. 

 
ix. Retaining walls do not need to meet the offset requirements of the individual 

zoning districts, if they comply with the provisions of Section 3 (c) 5 of this 
Ordinance. 

 
x. For accessory buildings and structures on lots more than two acres in size 

where the side of the building or structure adjacent to the nearest side and/or 
rear lot line is more than fifty feet in length, the offset otherwise required 
shall be increased one foot for every foot the side of the building or structure 
exceeds fifty feet in length.  If the lot is not of sufficient size to meet this 
requirement from the side lot lines and the rear lot line, then the size of the 
building or structure shall be reduced.  

 
B. Where a lot abuts a zoning district boundary line, the offset from such line in the 

district of less restrictive use shall be not less than that required for the district of 
more restrictive use. 

 
C. In the case of commercial or industrial use structures the offsets may be modified as 

follows: 
 

i. Two (2) or more buildings on adjoining lots may be erected with common or 
directly adjoining walls provided the requirements of the state industrial 
code relative to such construction are complied with, and provided that at 
both ends of such type of buildings the applicable offset requirements shall 
be complied with. 

 
ii. The required offset may be reduced on one (1) side of a structure provided 

the offset on the other side is increased by the equivalent amount, and 
provided the owners of any property adjoining the area of reduced offset  
record a deed restriction with the Waukesha County Register of Deeds 
office stipulating that no building shall be erected on said property so as to 
reduce the combined offset in such case to a distance less than that resulting 
from the normal application of the minimum offset requirements to both 
properties, except as permitted under paragraph 2.A. above. 
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D. Maintenance and use of offset areas:  Any such required offset area shall be 
landscaped and kept clean and free from the accumulation of debris or refuse and 
shall not be used for the storage or display of equipment, products, vehicles or any 
other material. 

 
E. Accessory building location:  No detached accessory building shall be hereafter 

constructed, erected, structurally altered, horizontally added to, relocated or placed 
on a lot so that any portion thereof, including roof overhangs, is offset closer than 
ten (10) feet to the principal building on said lot. 

 
F. Driveway culvert offset:  Where a residential property is required to have a culvert, 

at the point where the driveway enters the property, the culvert shall be placed no 
closer than five (5) feet to an adjacent property line. 

 
(h) Height Regulations 

1. Maximum height:  In any district, no building or structure shall be hereafter constructed, 
erected, structurally altered, relocated, or placed on a lot so that any portion thereof exceeds 
a height in excess of that hereinafter specified by the regulations for that district, except the 
maximum height of any structure or building may be increased by not more than ten (10) 
feet, provided all required offsets and setbacks are increased by one (1) foot for each foot 
which said building or structure exceeds the height limit of the district in which it is located, 
and as provided in subsection 2 below. 

2. Exceptions:  The following shall be excepted from the height regulations of all districts: 
 

A. Chimneys and flues. 
 
B. Electrical transmission and distribution facilities. 
 
C. Subject to approval of the Plan Commission:  Cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, 

fire towers, monuments, penthouses, stacks, scenery lofts, tanks, water towers, 
ornamental towers, spires, wireless mass communication or mass radio, television, 
or satellite receiving/broadcasting towers, masts, aerials, antennas, or dishes and 
their necessary mechanical appurtenances and facilities, solar collectors, windmills 
or other wind generating structures.  In making their determination, the Plan 
Commission shall consider the size of the property relative to the height of the 
structure proposed as to whether or not the structure should be approved. 

 
D. Privately owned (ham) radio and residential/personal television towers, receivers, 

and antennas, provided such towers, receivers, and antennas are intended for the use 
of appropriately licensed amateur (ham) radio operators or residential/personal 
television users, shall not be erected or structurally altered to a height in excess of 
thirty five (35) feet, and in no case shall the overall height exceed the fall line 
distance as measured in a straight line to the nearest property line. 

 
(i) Area Regulations 

1. Floor area  
 

A. Any building intended in whole or part for residential purposes shall provide a 
minimum floor area as hereinafter specified by the regulations for the district in 
which such building is located. Such minimums are stated in terms of the minimum 
total floor area required for a building and that portion of the total that must be 
provided on the first floor level, at a minimum. Such minimum total shall be 
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increased by two hundred (200) square feet for any building not having a basement 
of at least three hundred (300) square feet in area. 

 
B. The maximum total floor area of the buildings on a lot shall not exceed that 

permitted under the floor area ratio as hereinafter specified by the regulations for the 
district in which such building is located.  The finished or unfinished basement or 
exposed basement area used for living space or any other use shall not be computed 
in the maximum floor area ratio requirements, but the floor area of an exposed 
basement may be used in computing the minimum floor area requirement.  Garage 
space in an exposed basement is not computed in the maximum floor area ratio. 

 
C. The minimum floor area shall be measured at each level from the outside edge of 

wall to outside edge of wall and, for purposes of computing total minimum floor 
area, shall not include attached or detached garages; other outbuildings; open 
porches; unexposed basements; or attics or other storage areas having a height of 
less than seven (7) feet 6 (six) inches. 

 
Exposed basements and the second floor of one-and-one-half and two-story 
residences may be included in computing total minimum floor area according to the 
following schedule: 

 
i. That portion of the exposed basement of an exposed basement residence 

which has been designed as an integral part of the living area of the home, 
may be included in computing total minimum floor area when at least one 
(1) side is completely exposed to grade level and access has been provided 
to the outside at grade level by means of at least one (1) door.  Said area 
shall not be included in calculating the maximum floor area ratio 
requirements. 

 
ii. That portion of the second floor of one-and-one-half and two-story buildings 

which has a minimum distance between the ceiling face and the floor of 7 ½ 
feet shall be included in computing the total minimum floor area provided 
there is a permanent stairway leading from the first floor to the second floor. 
Where the floor to ceiling height is less than 7 ½ feet and the area is part of 
living space in the residence and does not include a closet, attic, or similar 
storage area, said area shall be included in the minimum floor area 
computation (i.e., "splayed" or sloped ceiling). 

 
iii. In tri-level and split level units, the minimum floor area shall be computed 

as follows: 
 

a. If less than one-half of the lower level(s) is above ground, such level 
shall be considered a basement and cannot be included in total floor 
area of the building unless such basement qualifies as an exposed 
basement section in 3(j) 1.C.i. above. 

 
b. If more than one-half of the lower level(s) is above the ground, such 

areas can be included in determining floor area. If there is no 
basement below this level(s), two hundred (200) square feet of floor 
area shall be required in addition to the floor area requirement of the 
zoning district in accordance with Section 3 (i) 1 A above.  This 
required floor area shall be finished as an integral part of the 
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dwelling unit within six (6) months of the date upon which the 
building permit is issued. 
 

c. The first floor level shall include all area that is not over another 
living area of the building, exclusive of finished basements. 

 
D. The board of appeals may grant a variance to permit a building of less than the 

required minimum floor area where such grant would not be contrary to the spirit or 
intent of the ordinance, and provided the proposed building would not be of such 
character or quality as to depreciate the property values of the surrounding area, and 
provided further that in no case shall a minimum floor area of less than one thousand 
(1,000) square feet be permitted or granted. 

 
2. Lot Size 

 
A. No lot shall hereafter be created and no building shall be erected on a lot of less land 

area or minimum average width than hereinafter specified by the regulations of the 
district in which such building is located except as may be provided in Section 3 (i) 
2 E below, Section 3 (e) 4 and Sections 4 (h) 20 and 21 of this Ordinance.  No lot 
may be created which has less than one hundred (100) feet of frontage on a 
navigable river or lake, or sixty-five (65) feet of frontage if served by public sewer, 
pursuant to NR115 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 
B. For the purpose of this ordinance, the lot area shall be measured from the base 

setback line. 
 

C. A lot shall be at least as wide as the specified minimum average width in the zoning 
district in which the lot is located for a distance of at least one-half the length of the 
lot. 

 
D. No lot area shall be reduced by any means so as to create a lot of less than the 

required size, or so that the existing offsets, setbacks, open space, lot width, or lot 
area would be reduced below or the floor area would be increased above that 
required by the regulations for the district in which such lot is located, except as 
provided by Section 3 (e) 4 and Sections 4 (h) 20 and 21 of this Ordinance. 

 
E. Where a lot has less area or width than required for the district in which it is located, 

or frontage on a navigable river or lake as specified in Section 3 (i) 2 A above, and 
was of record at the time of the passage of this Ordinance (July 14, 1958), such lot 
may be used for any purpose permitted in any such district, but not for residential 
purposes for more than one (1) family; provided; however, that building location, 
height regulations, and area regulations shall comply with the R-2 Residential 
District except where otherwise specified in other sections of this Ordinance. 

 
Such substandard lots shall be in separate ownership from abutting lots. If abutting 
lands and the substandard lot owned by the same owner, the substandard lot shall not 
be sold or used without full compliance with the minimum lot area requirements of 
the R-2 Residential District or as close to that minimum as possible.  Prior to any of 
the lots under the same ownership being sold or further developed/used, a Certified 
Survey Map combining all of the lots into one parcel shall be submitted to the Town 
for review and approval and, if approved, recorded in the Waukesha County 
Register of Deeds office. 
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3. Open space 

 
A. No principal building shall be hereafter constructed, erected, horizontally added to, 

relocated, placed, or structurally altered on a lot so as to reduce the amount of usable 
open space of such lot to less than that hereinafter specified by the regulations for 
that district except as provided by Section 3 (e) 4 and Sections 4 (h) 20 and 21 of 
this Ordinance. 

 
B. To be considered usable, such open space shall be readily accessible and of a size 

and shape that can be reasonably considered to provide for the amenities and 
necessities of light, air, play space, drying yard, garden, etc. Crop, pasture, and 
wooded land may be included in computing such open space. 

 
C. No part of the open space provided for any building shall be included as part of the 

open space required for another building, except as hereinafter provided for in 
planned unit developments (refer to Section 4 (h) 21). 

 
D. Commercial and Industrial open space shall be calculated as specified by the 

regulations for those zoning districts. 
 
4. Residential Density 
 Residential Density (either referred to as units per acre or minimum lot size) shall not exceed 

the density hereinafter specified by the regulations for the zoning district in which the 
development/building is located except as otherwise regulated in accordance with Section 3 
(e) 4 (sewer reductions), Section 4 (Conditional Uses), and Section 4 (h) 20 (Multiple 
Family Units) and 21 (Planned Unit Developments). 

 
5. Accessory Buildings and Structures as defined in this ordinance 

Building permits are required for the construction of any accessory building/structure of any 
size, including detached garages which are included in the definition of “Garage, Private” in 
this ordinance. 
 
A. An accessory building or structure is considered a private detached garage if all of 

the following are true: 
 
i. It is located no closer to the base setback line than the front line of the 

residence. 
ii. It is located on the same side of the property as any attached garage, if an 

attached garage is present. 
iii. It is connected to a driveway made with the same materials as the existing 

driveway. 
iv. It is built of materials compatible with the principle building, including 

roofing, roof pitch, siding, windows, material colors, and doors. 
v. The size of the building is based on the footprint of the building including 

up to a 36-inch overhang.  If the overhang is in excess of 36 inches, then the 
overhang will be included in the building footprint total. 

vi. Height shall be in accordance with the zoning district in which the building 
is located. 

vii. Maximum allowable total building sizes of two buildings based on lot size: 
Less than one acre    750 square feet maximum 
1.0 acre to 2.0 acres    850 square feet maximum 
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2.1 acres or more    1200 square feet maximum 
 
 
B. An accessory building or structure is considered a personal storage building if all of 

the following are true: 
 
i. It is located no closer to the base setback line than the rear line of the 

residence. 
ii. It may or may not have a connection to an existing driveway, but in any 

event the new driveway shall be made with the same materials or better as 
the existing driveway on the property. 

iii. It is not a farm building as defined in this ordinance. 
iv. The size of the building is based on the footprint of the building including 

up to a 36-inch overhang.  If the overhang is in excess of 36 inches, then the 
overhang will be included in the building footprint total. 

v. Height shall be in accordance with the zoning district in which the building 
is located. 

vi. Maximum allowable total building sizes of two buildings based on lot size*: 
Less than one acre    800 square feet maximum 
1.0 acre to 2.9 acres    1300 square feet maximum 
3.0 acres to 5.9 acres    3900 square feet maximum 
6.0 acres to 10.9 acres    7800 square feet maximum 
11.0 acres or more    14300 sq. ft. maximum 

  
 *When the calculation of lot size in a fraction of 0.5 or greater, the lot size shall be 

rounded up.  When the calculation of lot size in a fraction of 0.4 or less, the lot size 
shall be rounded down. 

 
C. An attached garage shall not be included in the accessory building limitations set 

forth in this subsection. 
 
D. Temporary structures shall be included within the limitations set forth in this 

subsection. 
 
E. In no case shall the building exceed the total floor area ratio requirements of the 

zoning district in which they are located (this includes all stories the principal 
buildings/structures (except the basement) and all stories of the accessory and 
principal buildings and structures, including any exposed basement level), unless the 
Board of Appeals grants a variance in accordance with Section 34. 

 
F. Setbacks and offsets for accessory buildings shall be specified by the regulations for 

that district, except as provided by Section 3 g, or unless the Board of Appeals 
grants a variance in accordance with Section 34.  All setbacks and offsets shall be 
measured to the overhang. 

 
G. Number of Accessory Buildings:  In no case shall more than two accessory buildings 

be permitted on any lot, unless excepted in i-iv below. 
 

 i. On parcels of ten (10) acres or more in area, the number of 
accessory buildings may be greater than the limits set forth in this 
subsection when the buildings are used solely for the pursuit of agriculture, 
where the building(s) will house equipment as regulated in Section 3 (j) 3 A, 
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and/or where the buildings will house livestock or related farm animals 
and/or poultry, and when consistent with the total floor area ratio 
requirements of the zoning ordinance. 

 
 ii. In all Business and Industrial Districts, when approved by the Town 

Plan Commission as part of the Site Plan/ Plan of Operation review, and 
where said buildings are used solely accessory to the principal use on said 
lot. 

 
 iii. On parcels which are the subject of a conditional use permit and as 

regulated by the conditional use permit. 
 
 iv. Where more than two (2) such accessory buildings of any size are 

proposed on any lot, the Town Plan Commission shall review said structures 
in light of the provisions of Section 3 (c) 3 A and render a finding to allow 
or disapprove of the proposed structure(s). 

 
H. Accessory buildings shall not be located closer to the base setback line than the rear 

of the principal building on the lot unless the Town Building Inspector approves 
another location based on the facts for the specific request.  In the case of a dispute, 
such questions shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission for a determination. 

 
I. Accessory buildings shall be landscaped as determined by the Town Building 

Inspector.  In the case of a dispute, such questions shall be submitted to the Town 
Plan Commission for a determination.  Accessory buildings on farm operations as 
defined in this ordinance are exempt from this requirement. 

 
J. For accessory buildings less than 200 square feet: 
  

i. Said buildings shall be located no closer than ten (10) feet to a lot line, as 
measured to the overhang. 

ii. Said buildings shall be located no closer to the base setback line than the 
rear line of the residence. 

iii. Said buildings count toward the total number of accessory buildings allowed 
on a lot. 

iv. Said buildings shall be regulated the same as any other accessory building, 
unless otherwise noted in subsection 5 J. 

v. Only one such building meeting the criteria of this subsection shall be 
located on any lot. 

vi. Shall be used to store primarily garden and other yard equipment or pool 
supplies. 

vii. Any overhang in excess of one (1) foot shall be counted in the square 
footage of the building. 

viii. The maximum height shall not exceed 12 feet from the ground to the highest 
point of the building. 

 
K. All accessory buildings, regardless of size, shall be constructed on footings or  

floating slab foundations as approved by the Town Building Inspector.  Pole type 
constructed buildings may be exempt from this provision if the Building Inspector 
deems it appropriate.  In the case of a dispute, such questions shall be submitted to 
the Town Plan Commission for a determination. 
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L. Letters of Credit/Bonds:  The Town Building Inspector shall require a letter of credit 
or bond as listed in the Fee Schedule Appendix included herein to be utilized in the 
event any work associated with the construction of an accessory building or 
accessory structure is not completed in accordance with the approved plans, the 
requirements of this ordinance, or the conditions as set forth by the Town Building 
Inspector, the Board of Appeals, and/or Town Plan Commission.  The Town 
Building Inspector shall determine the appropriate amount of the bond or letter of 
credit.  The amount shall be proportionate to the work proposed.  In the case of a 
dispute specific to the amount of the bond or letter of credit, such questions shall be 
submitted to the Town Plan Commission for a determination. 

 
M. The total building footprint of all accessory buildings on any lot shall not exceed 3% 

of the total lot size, excluding the established road rights-of-way.  Farm operations 
as defined in this ordinance are exempt from this requirement, but must still comply 
with the total floor area ratio requirements of this ordinance.  Accessory buildings in 
business and industrial zoning districts may exceed the 3% limitation if approved by 
the Town Plan Commission as part of a Site Plan/Plan of Operation for the use. 

N. In no case shall any accessory building be used for purposes not allowed in the 
underlying zoning district or not approved by a conditional use permit and/or a Site 
Plan and Plan of Operation. 

 
O. When a petitioner is proposing to have more building footprint than the limits allow 

(3%), or as excepted above, the Board of Appeals may grant a variance in 
accordance with the procedure as outlined in Section 34 of this Ordinance.  The 
petitioner must submit a current plat of survey by a registered land surveyor 
indicating all existing and proposed buildings on the parcel, their location, total 
square footages, the number of stories, and the total accessory building footprints.  
The Board of Appeals may require a deed restriction to be recorded in the Waukesha 
County Register of Deeds office prior to issuance of the building permit, restricting 
the use of the oversized accessory buildings to uses accessory to the principal use of 
the premises and shall not allow uses prohibited in the zoning district in which the 
building is located. 

 
P. All accessory buildings shall be constructed in such a way that the exterior 

appearance is compatible with the design, style, architecture, and appearance of the 
principal structure on the parcel.  The Town Building Inspector shall make this 
determination.  In the case of a dispute, such questions shall be submitted to the 
Town Plan Commission for a determination.  Accessory buildings on farm 
operations as defined in this ordinance are exempt from this requirement. 

 
Q. In subdivisions recorded in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds office, pole 

building type construction of accessory buildings shall not be allowed.  The Town 
Building Inspector shall make the determination as to the type of construction after 
consulting the definition of a pole building contained in this ordinance.  In the case 
of a dispute, such questions shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission for a 
determination. This subsection does not apply to farm operations as defined in this 
ordinance. 

 
R. For lots served by private septic systems, approval must be obtained from the 

Waukesha County Environmental Health Division prior to the issuance of a Building 
Permit for the accessory building. 
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S. No accessory building shall be erected prior to the construction of the principal 
building on any lot in the Town, unless in compliance with Section 3 (c) 1. 

 
T. In subdivisions, it is the property owner’s responsibility to obtain approval from the 

Homeowners Association, if applicable.  The Town does not recognize or enforce 
subdivision covenants or restrictions, and the project must comply with the zoning 
ordinance. 

 
U. Any accessory building that is to house animals, other than normal household pets, 

shall maintain a minimum offset of 50 feet, as measured to overhang. 
 
V. The required distance between a principal building and an accessory building shall 

be 10 feet, as measured between overhangs. 
 
W. All accessory buildings and structures shall meet the height requirements of the 

zoning district in which the building is located, unless exempted by Section 3 (h) 2 
or increased in accordance with Section 3 (h) 1. 

X. For accessory buildings with basement or lower levels, the square footage of the 
basement level shall be included in the total floor area ratio calculations if at least 
one-half of the height of the basement at any point is above the existing natural 
grade of the land at the building site.  In addition, in this case, Section 3 (h) 1 cannot 
be utilized to increase the height of the structure. 

 
 If the basement or lower level is not exposed at least one-half of the height of the 

basement at any point is above the existing natural grade of the land at the building 
site, the square footage of the basement level shall not be included in the total floor 
area ratio calculations, and Section 3 (h) 1 can be utilized to increase the height of 
the structure. 

 
Y. For accessory buildings and structures on lots more than two acres in size where the 

side of the building or structure adjacent to the nearest side and/or rear lot line is 
more than fifty feet in length, the offset otherwise required shall be increased one 
foot for every foot the side of the building or structure exceeds fifty feet in length.  If 
the lot is not of sufficient size to meet this requirement from the side lot lines and the 
rear lot line, then the size of the building or structure shall be reduced. 

 
Z. The above requirements, A-Y, apply to all accessory buildings and structures unless 

otherwise restricted in this ordinance. 
 
AA. Beehives as permitted in this Ordinance shall maintain minimum offsets and 

setbacks of 25 feet and shall be located behind the rear line of the residence or 
business as the residence or business faces the road. 

 
 In the A-3, A-5 and A-10 zoning districts, there shall be no limit on the number of 

bee colonies or bee hives on a lot.  In the AD-10, RD-5, R-1, R-2 and R-3 zoning 
districts, in recorded subdivisions, on lots one (1) to three (3) acres in size, two (2) 
bee colonies or hives are permitted; and on lots larger than three (3) acres in size 
there is no limit on the number of bee colonies or hives allowed.  In the AD-10, RD-
5, R-1, R-2 and R-3 zoning districts, outside of subdivisions, on lots one (1) to three 
(3) acres in size, four (4) bee colonies or hives are permitted; and on lots larger than 
three (3) acres in size there is no limit on the number of bee colonies or hives 
allowed.  In the AD-10, RD-5, R-1, R-2 and R-3 zoning districts, whether in a 
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recorded subdivision or outside of a recorded  subdivision, on lots less than one (1) 
acre in size, no bee colonies or hives are allowed.  In all other districts, no beehives 
shall be allowed on lots less than one (1) acre in size.   

 
(j) Off-Street Parking  

1. Spaces required:  Any building hereafter constructed, erected, horizontally added to, 
relocated, placed, or structurally altered shall be provided with off-street parking spaces not 
greater than five hundred (500) feet from the principal use.  A parking space shall be 
considered to be nine (9) feet in width by not less than twenty (20) feet in depth for angled 
sixty-degree parking and ninety-degree parking, and there shall be at least sixteen (16) feet 
of width between opposite facing parking stalls for one way traffic flow and 24 feet for two 
way traffic flow.  The following schedule shall be utilized to determine the number of 
parking spaces for various uses allowed by this ordinance: 

 
A. Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit (such dimensions as enumerated above, however, 

are not required for single family detached housing).  The required number of 
residential spaces can be located in an attached or detached garage. 

B. Auditoriums, churches, theaters, community centers and other places of public 
assembly: Three (3) spaces for each four (4) seats. 

 
C. Retail business establishments:  Three (3) spaces for each 100 square feet of floor 

space. 
 

D. Wholesale and other general business establishments:  Three (3) spaces for each 300 
square feet of floor space. 

 
E. Office buildings and customer service establishments:  Three (3) spaces for each 200 

square feet of floor space. 
 
F. Medical and dental clinics:  Three (3) spaces for each doctor and one (1) space for 

each employee. 
 

G. Industrial buildings and warehouse buildings:  Three (3) spaces for each 200 square 
feet of floor space. 

 
H. Sanitariums, institutions, rest homes, nursing homes:  One (1) space for each five (5) 

beds plus one (1) space for every three (3) employees. 
 

I. Hospitals:  One (1) space for each two (2) beds plus one (1) space for every three (3) 
employees. 

 
J. Hotels and motels:  One (1) space for each guestroom plus one (1) space for every 

three (3) employees. 
 

K. Colleges, vocational and night schools, secondary and elementary schools:  One (1) 
space for each two (2) employees plus one (1) space for every two (2) students 
except that the requirement for parking at elementary schools may not include 
student parking.  At secondary schools the number of stalls for student parking shall 
be determined by the administration of that school and appropriate provisions made 
consistent with the intent of this provision. 

 
L. Restaurants, taverns, clubs, etc.:   Three (3) spaces for each 100 square feet of floor 
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space. 
 

2. Residential parking:  Parking of vehicles accessory to a residential use shall be limited to 
those actually used by the residents or for temporary parking for guests. Vans or pick-up 
trucks used for private and recreational use, or a motor home (recreational vehicle), or one 
(1) van or pickup truck used in a conforming business or trade or used for transportation to 
and from a place of employment of an occupant of the residence, may be parked on any 
residential property as long as such use does not become a nuisance to the neighborhood.  In 
the event a question as to use arises, the vehicle shall be subject to approval by the Plan 
Commission. 

 
3. Parking of trucks and equipment:  No other vehicular equipment of a commercial or 

industrial nature (trucks, construction vehicles, grading equipment, buses, semi-trailers and 
tractors, similar vehicles and related equipment, other trailers, etc), except one (1) van or 
pickup truck used in a conforming business or trade or used for transportation to and from a 
place of employment of an occupant of the residence may be parked on any residential 
property as long as such use does not become a nuisance to the neighborhood, shall be 
parked or stored on any lot in any zoning district except as permitted in the B-3, Q-1, M-1, 
and M-2 districts, or except as follows: 

 
A. Agricultural equipment (such as farm tractors, plows, farm plows, seeders, 

combines, cultivators, trucks owned and used by the farmer in the operation of his or 
her farm, etc.) parked in an agricultural district and used in an active farm operation 
as defined in this ordinance. 

 
B. As noted in subsection 2 above, one (1) van or pick-up truck used in a conforming 

business or trade or used for transportation to and from a place of employment of an 
occupant of the residence, may be parked on any residential property as long as such 
use does not become a nuisance to the neighborhood. The board of appeals may, if 
the need is evident, permit more than one (1) van or pick-up truck used in a 
conforming business or trade or used for transportation to and from a place of 
employment of an occupant of the residence, if the Town Plan Commission indicates 
in the Conditional Use approval that they have no objection to the increase in the 
number of such vehicles. No limitation shall be placed on vans or pick-up trucks if 
they are used for private non-business or non-commercial recreational purposes as 
long as such use does not become a nuisance to the neighborhood. 

 
C. A conditional use permit pursuant to Section 4 (h) 10 may be granted to permit the 

parking of commercial or industrial type vehicles in any zoning district except C-1, 
EFD, UC, RM, RD-5, AD-10, P-I, and B-4. In the B-3, Q-1, M-1, and M-2 districts, 
where such vehicles are accessory to an otherwise permitted business, industrial, or 
quarrying use, a conditional use permit will not be required and there are no 
limitations as to the number of such vehicles which may be parked on the property 
except as may be hereinafter established under the provisions of the applicable 
zoning district, and/or the approved Conditional Use and/or Site Plan/Plan of 
Operation. 

 
4. Surfacing:  Any off-street parking area, other than that provided for a residence, having a 

capacity for more than four (4) vehicles shall be surfaced and well maintained in a dustless 
condition.  Examples of surfacing can be either porous or pervious or impervious surfaces 
such as bituminous asphalt or blacktop, cement concrete, brick pavers, packed or recycled 
asphalt, or other surface as approved by the town engineer, but not dirt, grass, gravel, or 
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stone. 
 

5. Screening:  Any off-street parking area other than that provided for a residence, which abuts 
or faces a residential zoning district shall provide a permanent planting screen, landscaped 
fence, or wall, at least four (4) feet in height, initially, along the side abutting or fronting a 
residential zoning district.  The wall shall be permitted in accordance with the regulations in 
Section 3 (g) 1 J and Section 3 C 5. 

 
6. Offset:  In any off-street parking area, other than that provided for a residence, no vehicle 

shall be parked closer than ten (10) feet to the abutting lot line, except where more restrictive 
requirements apply. 

 
7. Setback:  In any off-street parking area, other than that provided for a residence, no vehicle 

shall be parked closer than ten (10) feet to the base setback line, except where more 
restrictive requirements apply. 

 
8. Lighting:  Lights provided in any parking area shall be hooded or beamed so as not to create 

undesirable glare or illumination of adjacent residential property or distract the traveling 
public.  The maximum pole height from the ground to the luminaire shall not exceed 18 feet 
in height. 

 
9. Access:  Direct vehicular access to an arterial or major collector street, as defined in this 

ordinance, is required if commercial type vehicles are to be allowed on the property. 
 
10. Cars for sale:  Occasional posting of a car for sale on any property, except in zoning districts 

where car lots are permitted by right, may be allowed by the Town Plan Commission unless 
a determination is made otherwise under Chapter 5, Nuisances, of the Town of Lisbon, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin, General Code of Ordinances, also included as Addendum B 
herein.  The definition of “occasional” shall be the determination of the Plan Commission. 

 
11. Any vehicles parked or stored in any zoning district shall be in compliance with Sections 3 

(c) 3, 3 (d) 7 as applicable, and 4 (h) 10 if allowed by a conditional use permit, of this 
ordinance, or be subject to the provisions of Section 37 of this ordinance, as well as Chapter 
5, Nuisances, of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, General Code of 
Ordinances, also included as Addendum B herein. 

 
(k) Off-street Loading and Unloading 

1. Required:  In any business or industrial district, except the Restricted Business District,  one 
(1) off-street loading space shall be provided, in addition to the defined off-street parking 
area, for every ten thousand (10,000) square feet or fraction thereof in excess of three 
thousand (3,000) square feet of building area used for business or industrial purposes, 
exclusive of any storage area. 

 
2. Areas:  Each such loading space shall have an area at least ten (10) feet wide by forty-five 

(45) feet long and shall have a minimum of fourteen (14) feet of height clearance. 
 
(l) Mobile Homes and Trailers 

1. Human habitation prohibited:  Except within an approved mobile home park or trailer camp 
as defined in this ordinance, no trailer or mobile home shall be used for the purpose of 
human habitation in the Town, human habitation of a mobile home or trailer being defined 
as entering the mobile home for any purpose other than maintenance. 
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2. A permit for one (1) continuous six (6) month period allowing the human habitation of a 
mobile home on lands other than an approved mobile home park or trailer camp may be 
granted by the town board provided: 

 
A. The habitation is accessory to the current construction of a principal structure owned 

by the same person who is applicant for the permit and who will be living in the 
mobile home or trailer. 

 
B. The waste disposal facilities and water supply facilities are approved by the Town 

Building Inspector and the Waukesha County Environmental Health Division. 
 
C. This use shall not be allowed in a floodway or wetland.   

 
D. If located in a floodplain, the mobile home or trailer vehicle shall have the 

lowest floor elevation to the flood protection elevation, shall be anchored so 
that it does not float, collapse or move laterally during a flood. 

 
E. If located in a floodplain, the mobile home or trailer shall provide continuous 

dryland access. 
 
3. Mobile home parks and trailer camps:  Such uses shall not be permitted except in accordance 

with Section 4. 
 
4. Mobile Home/Mobile Home Park Ordinance:  All mobile homes and mobile home parks 

shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 14, Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Parks, of 
the Town of Lisbon Code of Ordinances, also included as Addendum C herein. 

 
(m) Signs 

1. Use restricted:  In any district no signs shall be permitted except as hereinafter specified by 
the regulations for that district. 

 
2. Setbacks and offsets:  In any district no sign other than those permitted in a residence or 

agricultural district shall be permitted closer than twenty (20) feet to the base setback line or 
to any other lot line, and any sign not directly related to the use of the premises on which it is 
located shall conform to the setback and offset requirements as would apply to a building in 
that district. 

 
3. Hazards or nuisances prohibited:  No sign, billboard, or other advertising media which 

creates a hazard or dangerous distraction to vehicular traffic or a nuisance to adjoining 
residential property shall be permitted in any district. 

 
4. Heights:  No free standing sign shall exceed twenty (20) feet in height from the ground and 

no sign shall in any case exceed the maximum height limit for the district in which it is 
located. 

 
5. Signs prohibited: Changeable Message (also Electronic Message Board) signs are 

prohibited in the Town of Lisbon, except a time and temperature sign approved by the 
Town Plan Commission and/or a manually changed marquee. 

 
6. Sign Ordinance:  All signs shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 13, Signs, of the 

Town of Lisbon General Code of Ordinances, also included as Addendum A herein. 
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7. Directional Signs:  Directional signs as defined in this ordinance shall not exceed 12 
square feet in area and may be permitted in any district other than residential zoning 
districts upon approval of the Plan Commission. 

 
(n) Legal Nonconformity  

1. Existing use permitted:  The existing lawful use of a building or premises at the time of the 
enactment of this ordinance or any amendment thereto may be continued although such use 
does not conform with the provisions of this ordinance in the district in which it is located, 
and as outlined below. 

 
2. Classification and regulation:  For the purposes of administration of the Legal 

Nonconformity section of this ordinance, the effective date of the ordinance is July 14, 1958, 
and legal non-conformities shall be classified and regulated as follows: 

 
A. Non-conforming structures:  

 
i. No structure shall be altered, modernized, converted, expanded, or enlarged 

except in conformance with the applicable district regulations if such total 
work exceeds fifty (50) percent of the structure’s assessed value.  The 50% 
is cumulative over the lifetime of the structure. 

 
ii. Pursuant to Section 62.23 of the Wisconsin State Statutes, a legal non-

conforming structure that is damaged or destroyed by violent wind, 
vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold or infestation on or after March 2, 
2006, may be rebuilt, restored, repaired, or improved to its previous size and 
location, unless located within the road right-of-way or within a documented 
easement area.  Such damaged or destroyed structure that is located within 
the road right-of-way or within a documented easement area shall only be 
rebuilt, restored, repaired, or improved in accordance with approval from the 
Board of Appeals.  The size may be larger if necessary for the structure to 
comply with applicable state or federal requirements. 

iii. If allowed to be altered, modernized, converted, expanded, or enlarged, all 
non-conforming structures lying within floodplains shall be floodproofed in 
accordance with the floodproofing requirements of this ordinance prior to an 
occupancy permit being granted by the Town Building Inspector. 

 
B. Non-conforming use of structures and lands: 

 
i. No such use shall be altered, converted, expanded, enlarged, improved, or 

intensified, except as provided for in Section 3 (n) 3 below. 
 

ii. Upon petition to and approval by the Town Plan Commission, such use may 
be changed to another use provided the Plan Commission determines that 
the new use would not result in a greater degree of non-conformity than the 
current use. 

 
iii. When any such use is discontinued for twelve (12) consecutive months, the 

use shall be deemed abandoned, and any future use of the land or structure 
shall conform to the use regulations of the applicable district of the 
ordinance currently in effect. 

 
iv. When a structure which houses such non-conforming use, is damaged to the 
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extent of more than fifty (50) percent of its assessed value as determined by 
the Town of Lisbon tax roll, it shall not be improved for any use except that 
which is in conformance with the applicable district regulations of the 
ordinance currently in effect.  The 50% is cumulative over the lifetime of 
the structure. 

 
v. The total amount of improvements to a structure housing a non-conforming 

use shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of the assessed value of the structure 
as determined by the Town of Lisbon tax roll.  The 50% is cumulative over 
the lifetime of the structure. 

 
C. Non-conforming lots:  The size and shape of such lots shall not be altered in any way 

that would increase the degree of such non-conformity with the applicable district 
regulations. 

 
3. Conditional use status:  Subject to the provisions of Section 4, conditional use status may be 

granted by the Town Plan Commission to existing legal non-conforming uses upon petition 
of the owner where such use is determined to be not adverse to the public health, safety, or 
welfare, would not conflict with the spirit or intent of the ordinance, or would not be 
otherwise detrimental to the community and particularly the surrounding neighborhood.  
Such conditional use status shall be granted only with the approval of the Plan Commission 
following a public hearing in the manner provided in Section 36. 

 
4. No lot, use, or structure which was not lawfully existing at the time of adoption of this 

ordinance shall be made lawful solely by reason of the adoption of this ordinance, and to 
the extent that said lot, use, or structure is in conflict in any manner with the 
requirements of this ordinance, said lot or use remains unlawful hereunder. 

 
(o) Prior permit 

1. Construction permitted:  Nothing herein contained shall require any change in the plans, 
construction, size, or designated use of any building or part thereof for which a building 
permit has been issued before the effective date of this ordinance and the construction of 
which shall have been substantially started within six (6) months from the date of such 
permit, in the sole determination of the Building Inspector. 

 
2. Subsequently non-conforming:  Any such use which does not conform to the use 

regulations of the district in which it is located, however, shall subsequently be 
considered a legal non-conforming use.  Uses which are legally existing prior to 
adoption of this ordinance but do not conform to the regulations of the district in which 
they are located upon adoption of this ordinance shall be considered legal 
nonconforming unless appropriately classified as a conditional use through the approval 
of a Conditional Use Permit. 

 
(p) Swimming pools 

1. Use permitted:  Above and below ground swimming pools (swimming pools as defined in 
this ordinance) are permitted in any district, except C-1 districts, subject to the following: 

 
A. The pool must be used solely by the owners/occupants of the principal use of the 

property on which the pool is located, and their authorized/invited guests. 
 

B. Any pool, together with its surrounding walks, decks, patios, diving platforms, 
bathhouses, mechanical appurtenances, and accessory structures shall be so located 
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that the parts of said complex are in conformity with the setback and offset 
requirements of the applicable zoning district.  The pool itself shall not be closer 
than 10 feet to any residence.  The area of the pool shall not exceed 3% of the area 
of the lot. 

 
C. Outdoor pools shall have walls that do not retain anything, or permanent fences, of 

at least four (4) feet in height, but not to exceed six feet in height, that completely 
surround the immediate area of all above ground pools to act as a deterrent and to 
restrict unauthorized persons gaining access to the pool.  The wall or fence shall not 
have openings, holes, or gaps which would allow ease of access by unauthorized 
persons, except for self closing and self latching gates or doors.  A door of a 
dwelling does not have to be so equipped.  Permanent access from grade to above 
ground pools having stationary access ladders, stairs, or ramps shall not have less 
than equal safeguard fencing and gates or doors as are provided the swimming pool 
proper.  The intent is to prohibit access to the pool via these mechanisms by 
unauthorized persons. 

 
D. There shall be an unobstructed areaway at least three feet wide and four feet deep, as 

measured from the top of the pool, and as measured around the entire width of all 
above ground pools. 

 
E. Compliance with Addendum G, Swimming Pools (Chapter 15 of the Town of 

Lisbon General Code of Ordinances). 

2. Permit required:  No swimming pool shall be erected, constructed, installed, enlarged, or 
altered unless a building permit has been issued pursuant to Section 3 (b) of this ordinance 
and Addendum G.  Temporary pools in excess of 200 cubic feet in area and designed to hold 
more than 18 inches of water that are removed and later reinstalled require a permit to 
reinstall the pool. 

 
(q) Guesthouses 

1. Uses permitted:  Guesthouses, as defined in this ordinance, are permitted in any district in 
which a single-family dwelling is permitted. 

 
2. Permanent habitation prohibited:  A guesthouse must be used only for the short term 

occupancy of guests of the owners (not a housekeeping entity), not to exceed fourteen (14) 
consecutive days in any 30 day period, and shall not be leased or rented for human 
occupancy. 

 
3. Accessory to a single-family dwelling:  No guesthouse is permitted unless a single-family 

dwelling is already present on the lot.  Only one (1) guesthouse per lot is allowed. 
 

4. Area Requirements:  No guesthouse is allowed unless the lot upon which the guesthouse is 
to be located is at least double the minimum area and lot width requirements of the district in 
which the single family dwelling and guesthouse are located.  This requirement is intended 
to prevent the creation of a non-conforming structure or lot in the event that the guesthouse 
lot is sold separately. 

 
5. Building location:  A guesthouse must be able to meet the minimum setback, offset, and 

open space requirements of the district in which it is located.  This requirement is intended to 
prevent the creation of a non-conforming structure or lot in the event that the guesthouse lot 
is sold separately. 
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6. Floor area:  The floor area of a guesthouse may be any size.  However, in order to sell a 
guesthouse on a lot as a separate unit, its floor area minimum(s) must conform with the 
district regulations in which it is located, the guesthouse together with any other accessory 
buildings on the property shall not exceed the maximum accessory building floor area ratio 
requirement of the ordinance, and the total square footage of the buildings on the lot shall 
not exceed the maximum floor area ratio requirement of the district in which they are 
located. 

 
7. Access provisions:  In the event that a guesthouse parcel is sold separate from the single 

family dwelling, there must be direct access for each parcel to a public road.  If this is 
impossible, the Plan Commission may approve a private easement for one or both of the 
parcels to a public road if the following requirements are met: 
 
A. The private easement is at least thirty-three (33) feet for one (1) family and sixty-six 

(66) feet for two (2) families. 
 

B. The creation of a private drive would not adversely affect existing or future 
development of the area. 

C. The private drive would insure safe and continuous access for public service 
vehicles, and those properties served by such easement. 

 
D. The driveway for the 33’ easement shall be a minimum of 12’ in width, and the 

driveway for the 66’ easement shall be a minimum of 16’ in width. 
 
(r) Boathouses 

1. Boathouses prohibited:  Boathouses, as defined in this ordinance, and in Section 30.01 (1d) 
of the Wisconsin Statutes, are prohibited in any zoning district that may abut a public or 
private body of water.  If an existing boathouse is located on a lot without a principal 
residence (not including having a legal attachment to another lot with a principal residence 
owned by the same owner), or is not used as a boathouse as defined in this ordinance, the 
structure shall be removed from the property upon notification and order of the Town 
Building Inspector.  Improvements to existing boathouses shall be limited to maintenance 
only (e.g., work that does not legally require permits).  The purpose of this regulation is to 
eliminate the existence of boathouses in the town over time in order to promote the purpose 
and intent of the ordinance. 

 
2. Habitation prohibited:  A existing boathouse may not be used for human occupancy or 

habitation, human habitation being defined for the purposes of this ordinance as utilizing the 
building for occupancy for overnight living or longer periods of time and including the 
aggregate of normal living activities such as lounging, cooking, eating, sleeping, living, 
dining, bathing, sanitation, etc.  No existing boathouse may contain more than one-story and 
it shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in total height as measured to the peak of the roof from 
the average grade surrounding the structure. 

 
3. Only one boathouse shall be located on a lot abutting a public or private body of water.  If 

there is more than one (l) existing boathouse on a lot, only the most conforming building, as 
determined by the Town Building Inspector in accordance with the provisions of this 
ordinance, shall remain and all other boathouses shall be removed upon notification and 
order of the Town Building Inspector. 

 
4. Building location:  An existing boathouse shall not be located closer than five (5) feet to the 

ordinary high water mark and as provided in Section 3 (g) 1 I of this ordinance.  Its location 
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relative to offsets may be in accordance with the standards set forth in Section 3 (g) 2 of this 
ordinance.  An existing boathouse may not be located in the C-1 zoning district, wetland, the 
100-year floodplain or in the floodway as defined in this ordinance. 

 
5. Existing flat roofed surfaces of existing boathouses may be used as open sitting areas (e.g., a 

deck) but shall not be permanently enclosed and no other items, except as otherwise noted 
below, shall be placed or stored on the flat roof (e.g., deck). A typical umbrella that can be 
closed and moved and/or removed daily, chairs, tables, railings, and access stairs shall be 
considered ordinary appurtenances for a flat roof boathouse. 

 
6. The maintenance (or any other improvement) of existing boathouses, which extend beyond 

the ordinary high water mark of any navigable body of water (e.g., wet boathouses), shall be 
prohibited.  The purpose of this regulation is to eliminate the existence of wet boathouses in 
the town over time in order to promote the purpose and intent of the ordinance. 

 
7. An existing boathouse must be used exclusively by the owners and/or occupants (renters) of 

the lot.  The deck of an existing flat roofed boathouse shall be used exclusively by the 
owners and/or occupants (renters) of the lot and their authorized guests. 

 
(s) First Amendment Protected Adult-Oriented Establishments 

1. Findings of Fact 
 

A. The Town finds that Adult-Oriented Establishments, as defined in this 
ordinance, require special zoning in order to protect and preserve the health, 
safety, and welfare of the Town. 

 
B. Based on its review of studies conducted in Phoenix, AZ, Garden Grove, 

CA, Los Angeles, CA, Whittier, CA, Indianapolis, IN, Minneapolis, MN, St. 
Paul, MN, Cleveland, OH, Oklahoma City, OK, Amarillo, TX, Austin, TX, 
Beaumont, TX, Houston, TX, Seattle, WA and the findings incorporated in 
City of Renton v. Playtime Theaters, Inc., 475 U.S. 41 (1986), Colman A. 
Young v. American Mini-Theaters, Inc., 427 U.S. 50 (1976), the Town finds 
that there is convincing evidence that the secondary effects of Adult-
Oriented Establishments include an increased risk of prostitution, high-risk 
sexual behavior, crime, and other deleterious effects upon existing 
businesses and surrounding residential areas, and decreased property values. 

 
C. The Town intends to control the impact of these secondary effects in order 

to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizenry; protect the citizens 
from increased crime; preserve the quality of life; preserve the property 
values and character of surrounding neighborhoods and areas. 

 
D. It is not the intent of the Town to suppress any speech activities protected by 

the First Amendment, but to enact a content-neutral ordinance which 
addresses the secondary effects of Adult-Oriented Establishments while 
providing an outlet for First Amendment protected activities. 

 
E. In order to minimize and control the secondary effects of Adult-Oriented 

Establishments upon the Town, it is the intent of the Town to prevent the 
concentration of Adult-Oriented Establishments within a certain distance of 
each other and within a certain distance of other specified locations, which 
are incompatible with and would suffer from the secondary effects of Adult-
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Oriented Establishments. 
 
F. Based upon its review of materials linking alcohol consumption and high-

risk sexual behavior and materials linking alcohol consumption and crimes 
such as sexual assault, the Town finds that a geographic separation of Adult-
Oriented Establishments from alcohol beverage licensed premises is 
warranted. 

 
2. Location of first amendment protected adult-oriented establishments. 

 
A. The First Amendment and other provisions of the United States Constitution, as 

interpreted by the United States Supreme Court and other courts, require that Adult-
Oriented Establishments, as defined by this ordinance, are entitled to certain 
protections, including the opportunity to locate in the areas governed by this 
ordinance.  Therefore, an Adult-Oriented Establishment shall be an allowed use in 
the Q-1 zoning district and shall be a prohibited use in any other zoning district.  The 
Adult-Oriented Establishment may locate in the specified districts only if an Adult-
Oriented Establishment License has been granted by a town, which is subject to the 
provisions of this ordinance, and all the requirements of this section and the 
applicable zoning district’s regulations are met. 

 
B. Adult-Oriented Establishments shall be located at least 1,000 feet from: 

 
i. any residential district line, playground lot line, or public park lot line; 
 
ii. any structure used as a residence, place of religious worship, public or 

private school, or “Youth Facility” as defined in the Town’s Zoning 
Ordinance; 

 
iii. any other structure housing an Adult-Oriented Establishment; 
 
iv. any structure housing an establishment that holds an alcohol beverage 

license. 
 

C. Distance requirements are to be measured in a straight line in any direction 
regardless of intervening structures, from the structure housing the Adult-Oriented 
Establishment to the residential district boundary lines, to the lot line of any lot used 
for a park, playground, or any structure listed in subsection 2 B (ii. – iv.) above. 
 

D. The measurements from a structure shall be taken from the farthest point a structure 
extends in the direction of the measurement, including overhanging roofs or similar 
projections. 
 

E. For Adult-Oriented Establishments located in conjunction with other buildings such 
as in a shopping center, and clearly separate from other establishments, 
measurements shall be taken from the boundaries of the space occupied by the 
Adult-Oriented Establishment. 
 

F. For any Adult-Oriented Establishment located above ground level in a multi-story 
structure and clearly separate from other establishments within the structure, the 
distance measurements shall be taken from the ground floor public entrance/exit 
nearest the Adult-Oriented Establishment (excluding emergency exits). 
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G. A licensed Adult-Oriented Establishment is not disqualified from holding an Adult-

Oriented Establishment License by the subsequent location of any of the 
establishments described in subsection (B) above, within 1,000 feet of the licensed 
premises after the grant or renewal of its license.  This provision applies only to 
renewal of an existing license and does not apply when an application for a license is 
submitted after a license for that location has not been renewed or has been revoked. 

 
(t) Airport Safety Zone 
 

1. Maximum Height:  No building or object of natural growth located within 2 miles of the 
boundaries of any airport, landing field, or landing and take-off strip, and within a band 
of 500 feet on each side of the center line extended of any runway shall hereafter be 
erected, altered, or permitted to a grow to a height above the elevation of the nearest 
point of such runway greater than 1/15 of the distance from said point. 

2. Control of Use:  No building or land located within 2 miles of the boundary of any 
airport, landing field, or landing field and take-off strip shall be so used that by reason of 
the emission of smoke, gas, or other emanation it shall produce a hazard to the operation 
of aircraft. 

3. Exceptions:  The aforesaid regulations shall not apply to growing field crops that are 
harvested at least once a year, or to fences not over 5 feet high. 
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SECTION 4 CONDITIONAL USES 
 
(a) Approval required 

Certain uses and situations which are of a special nature, or are so dependent upon actual 
contemporary circumstances as to make impractical the predetermination of permissibility or the 
detailing in this ordinance of the specific standards, regulations, or conditions which would permit 
such determination in each individual situation, may be permitted as conditional uses in the zoning 
districts listed for each individual conditional use type, subject to the requirements hereinafter 
specified for each conditional use type, the approval of the Town Plan Commission, unless otherwise 
designated herein, and subject to any conditions as deemed appropriate in the approval process. 

 
(b) Application 

Application for conditional use permits may be made by an individual property owner or group of 
owners or by a municipality, lake management district, sanitary district, or similar agency on behalf 
of a larger property area where said proposal may benefit a larger group or entire community.  
Application shall be made to the Town Clerk and shall include: 

 
1. A plat of survey (preferably a topographic survey), or an accurate map of the property drawn 

to a scale of not less than two hundred (200) feet to one (1) inch, and properly dimensioned 
showing: all lands within 500’ of the subject property; the land in question; its legal 
description and location; location and use of existing buildings, sanitary systems, and private 
water supplies on such land; the ordinary high water mark of any navigable waters within 
one hundred (100) feet of the boundaries of the land in question; the location and use of any 
proposed buildings; sanitary systems and private water supplies on such land and within one 
hundred (100) feet of the land in question.  Contact the Town Hall as to the number of copies 
required. 

 
2. Names and complete mailing addresses, including zip codes, of the owners of all properties 

within five hundred (500) feet of any part of the land included in the proposed change. When 
the project is to include a larger area and number of property owners and the applicant is the 
municipality or other governmental agency representing a large number of properties, the 
necessity of including names and addresses for the owners of land within five hundred (500) 
feet of the project area is not required although there must be a listing of all properties 
directly included by the project. Notice of hearing will only be required to be sent to the 
community, DNR, and other agencies of government as set forth elsewhere in this ordinance, 
and the notice shall be published in the newspaper as a class 2 type notice. 

 
3. Additional plans, data, or information as may be required by the County Environmental 

Health Division or the Town Plan Commission.  Such plans shall be in sufficient detail 
to enable the Plan Commission to evaluate the suitability of architectural and landscape 
treatment; the proper sitting of the building or buildings on the lot; generation of 
vehicular traffic, and provision for parking and circulation needs; drainage and sewage 
disposal; exterior lighting; control devices, where necessary, to eliminate noise, dust, 
odor, smoke, or other objectionable operating conditions; and the general compatibility 
of the proposed use with the area in which it is located. 

 
4. A fee, as established and periodically modified by the Town under Section 37 (b) 5 shall 

accompany each application, except those submitted by a governmental body or agency.  
Such fee shall be paid by cash, check, or money order to the Town of Lisbon to defray the 
cost of official notification and posting of the public hearing.  Costs incurred by the Town of 
Lisbon in obtaining legal, planning, engineering, and/or other technical and professional 
advice in connection with the review of conditional use applications and preparation of 
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conditions to be imposed on such uses, shall also be charged to the applicant. 
5. Where necessary, to comply with the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Protection 

Ordinance, and certain regulations established by the Wisconsin Statutes and the federal 
government, applications will be required to be submitted to the Waukesha County Planning 
and Zoning Division, the state Department of Natural Resources, and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

 
The Town Clerk shall promptly refer any conditional use application to the Town Plan Commission 
for a determination. 

 
(c) Public Hearing 

Upon receipt of the application, the foregoing data, and fees, the Town shall establish a date for a 
public hearing by the Town Plan Commission, and shall publish notice of said hearing once each 
week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the proposed 
conditional use.  The notice of the public hearing shall contain the purpose, time and place of the 
meeting.  Notice of the public hearing shall be given by regular mail to the owners of all lands within 
five hundred (500) feet of any part of the land included in such conditional use at least seven (7) days 
before such public hearing.  An exception to this requirement for notice to surrounding property 
owners is that for projects which are applied for and the responsibility of the municipality or other 
governmental agency as mentioned in Section 4 (b), notice is not required to be mailed to each 
affected property owner or those who own property within five hundred (500) feet of the project 
area.  All other requirements for notice shall be accomplished as specified in this ordinance. 

 
Testimony of all interested parties will be recorded at the public hearing and the Town Plan 
Commission shall take action within thirty (30) days, to either approve or disapprove of the 
application along with any conditions of approval or reasons for denial.  If additional time is 
necessary beyond the thirty (30) days referred to above, such time may be extended with the consent, 
preferably in writing, of the petitioner.   The decision of the Town Plan Commission, and any 
conditions or reasons made applicable thereto, shall then be sent in writing to the applicant and made 
a permanent part of the Town’s records.  In the case of conditional use applications for a cemetery or 
mausoleum, the Town Plan Commission shall submit their recommendation to the Town Board for 
official action of that body. 

 
(d) Final Determination and basis for Approval or Denial 

The Plan Commission and/or Town Board, if required, shall base their determination on the 
potential effect of such use on the health, general welfare, and safety of the Town and the 
immediate neighborhood, as well as the spirit and intent of the zoning ordinance. Specific 
consideration shall be given to the effect on the movement of traffic, environment, area 
aesthetics, Town services, and precedent of future development.  Further, the proposed use shall 
conform to the building location, floor area ratio, parking, landscaping, lot width, setback, offset, 
height, building size, lot size, and open space regulations of the district in which it is located, 
except as otherwise regulated in this ordinance, or as modified by the Board of Appeals or the 
Town Plan Commission as appropriate. 

The Plan Commission may deny the conditional use request if it concludes, based upon the 
information submitted, that the proposed use and/or development would likely: 

• Materially endanger the public health, general welfare, and safety. 

• Be hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive, or a nuisance by reason of noise, 
dust, smoke, odor, or other similar factor. 

• For any other reason cause a substantially adverse effect on property values. 

• Be inharmonious with the area in which it is to be located. 
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• Will not be in general conformity with the land use plan, comprehensive plan, 
transportation plan, environmental plan, park and recreational plan, or other 
officially adopted plan. 

The Town Plan Commission shall review the proposal as submitted along with requirements as 
may be established by the state department of natural resources and any applicable federal 
requirements. If approved, the decision shall include an accurate description of the approved use, 
the property description, and all conditions applied to the approval.  If the conditional use 
request is denied, the Plan Commission shall state their reasons for denial. 

 
Any conditions as may be deemed necessary by the federal government, the state, the town plan 
commission, the town board, or the county zoning agency shall be made an integral part of the 
permit. The applicant shall comply with these conditions, and in the event of conflicting conditions, 
the more restrictive of the conflicting conditions shall be complied with.  Any deviation or alteration 
of the conditions set forth in the permit shall constitute a violation of the terms of the conditional use 
permit. Such violation shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and will be subject to prosecution 
and penalties under the terms of this ordinance.  Notification of Town action on conditional uses 
shall be sent to the Department of Natural Resources, within ten (10) days of the approval by the 
Town if the conditional use is located in a shoreland and floodland area. 
 
When a conditional use is approved, an official record of such conditional use approval shall be 
prepared by the Town in a prescribed form which shall include the description of the use for which 
the approval is given, and all development plans and conditions attached thereto. A copy of the 
official record shall be filed in the Town Hall. 
 
Uses and structures accessory to the principal conditional use approval shall be regulated in 
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. 
 

(e) Yearly compliance review 
All Conditional Use approvals shall be reviewed at least once every year at a time to be determined 
by the Town in order to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the approval. 

 
(f) Application for change, extension, alteration, or modification of conditional use permits 

If any holder of a conditional use permit wishes to change, modify, extend, or alter the terms of said 
permit, he or she must apply for such change, modification, extension, or alteration through the 
procedure of application for conditional use permits as detailed in this ordinance. 

 
(g) Termination, expiration, or automatic granting of conditional use status 

Conditional use status will terminate when, after a class 2 notice is published, notice is provided to 
the owner of the subject property of a public hearing, and the public hearing is held, the plan 
commission determines any of the following: 

 
1. The conditional use has not continued in conformity with the conditions of the permit. 

 
2. A change in the nature or character of the surrounding area, or of the conditional use itself 

causes it to be no longer compatible with surrounding uses. 
 

3. The conditional use has been discontinued for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months.  
This includes an approved conditional use that has not commenced within twelve (12) 
months of the date of the Plan Commission action, or a building permit that has not 
commenced within six (6) months of issuance.  A business of a seasonal nature shall not be 
deemed discontinued during periods in which it is normally inactive (i.e., summer camps, ski 
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hills, quarries, marinas, etc.).  Any future use shall conform to the regulations of the district 
in which it is located. 

 
Upon a determination or finding by the town being made that the use must be terminated, the owner 
of the premises shall be required to bring all lands and structures into conformity with the permitted 
use regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located within sixty (60) days from 
such a determination. When changes in use or conditions of use upon which the use or operation 
exists are found to be more appropriate by the town, any changes or required improvements, or 
changes to the use or operation as set forth by the town, shall be made within sixty (60) days. 
 
A use which existed lawfully on a lot at the time said lot was placed in a district where such use 
would be permitted only with conditional use approval, shall automatically be granted conditional 
use status.  The grant of conditional use status in such cases shall be based upon the existing 
conditions at that time, and any expansion of the use shall require an amendment to the conditional 
use.  Application may be made at any time for expansion of the conditional use or other change, and 
such application shall not prejudice the existing conditional use status as authorized above.  Existing 
legal nonconforming uses may be reclassified as a conditional use subject to the conditional use 
provisions, procedures, and requirements of this section of the ordinance. 

 
(h) Conditional uses permitted  

Subject to the foregoing, in addition to such uses enumerated in the district regulations, the following 
may be permitted as conditional uses in the districts specified, provided further that a public hearing 
shall be held by the Town Plan Commission before any such conditional use is granted, and the 
location, building, and site plan and plan of operation shall be submitted to and considered for 
approval by the Town Plan Commission in each case:  

 
1. Airports, Landing Fields and Take Off Strips:  In A-10, and in all cases the following 

requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

A. Subject to the approval of building and site plans and a plan of operation for the 
conduct of the use. 

 
B. Subject to the review and approval by the Federal Aviation Administration and/or 

the State of Wisconsin Bureau of Aeronautics or a letter waiving their approval or 
indicating such approval is unnecessary. 

 
2. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, Commercial Kennels (including “doggy day care” 

and pet sitting businesses): In any district, except C-1, EFD, UC, R-3, PR, RM, P-I, B-4, and 
Q-1 districts.  However, animal hospitals and veterinarian clinics shall be permitted uses by 
right in all business and industrial districts, except B-4, as long as such facilities do not 
include the operation of a commercial kennel as defined in this ordinance.  In the BP 
District, Animal Hospitals and Veterinarian Clinics, excluding commercial kennels, 
require a conditional use, provided all principal structures and uses are not less than 
100 feet from any residential use.  In all cases, the following requirements shall be met in 
order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. Animal hospitals and clinics not involved in the operation of a commercial kennel 

may be permitted on lots of not less than one (1) acre and shall be in conformance 
with building location, height regulations and area regulations of the district in  
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which such facilities are located.  A commercial kennel operation shall not be 
permitted on parcels of less than three (3) acres and three hundred (300) feet of 
minimum average width. 

 
B. No building other than one used only for residence purposes shall be closer than 

fifty (50) feet to the lot line of an adjoining lot in a zoning district permitting 
residential use.  Where the buildings are to be used to board or house dogs in a 
commercial kennel, including outdoor kennel runs, such structures and fenced runs 
shall not be closer than one hundred (100) feet to an adjoining lot line of any zoning 
district. 

 
C. Off street parking shall be provided as required for Office Buildings and Customer 

Service Establishments. 
 

3. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios, and similar uses:  Such uses are permitted 
uses by right in all Business and Industrial Districts, and may be allowed as conditional uses 
in the A-3, R-1, R-2, and R-3 zoning districts, and in all cases, the following requirements 
shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. The plan commission shall make a finding that such use is compatible with 

surrounding and nearby residential land uses which may be affected by the proposed 
use. 

 
4. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Stations and Convenience Stores associated with 

gasoline sales:  In B-1, B-2, B-4 and B-P Business Districts and any Industrial District, and 
in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. No gasoline pumps and/or other accessory equipment shall be closer than fifteen 

(15) feet to the base setback line and fifty (50) feet offset to the side and rear yards.  
Underground or aboveground storage tanks shall conform with state standards. 

 
B. No lighting installation shall be permitted which creates a hazard to traffic or a 

nuisance to surrounding property and all lights shall be shielded, baffled, or shaded 
to avoid such hazard or nuisance. 

 
5. Bed and Breakfast Facility:  The intent is to provide travelers/guests with temporary 

accommodations and breakfast, for a fee, on a daily or weekly room rental basis, as an 
accessory use in any existing structure designed for and occupied as a single family 
residence in any district permitting single family residences, except the EFD, UC, B-4, B-P, 
Q-1, M-1 and M-2 zoning districts, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met 
in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. Minimal outward modification of the structure or grounds may be made only if such 

changes are compatible with the character of the area or neighborhood and the intent 
of the zoning district in which it is located.  For building with significant 
architectural or historical value, the architectural integrity and arrangement of 
existing interior spaces must be maintained and the number of guest rooms shall not 
be increased except as may be required to meet health, safety, and sanitation 
requirements. 
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B. Off-street parking shall be provided at the rate of one (1) parking space for each 
room rented and two (2) spaces for the owner/occupant.  The front yard shall not be 
used for off-street parking for temporary guests unless the parking area is screened 
from view with natural plant material, and found to be compatible with the 
neighborhood. 

 
C. The number of rooms shall be limited to five (5) sleep-in rooms or less, excluding 

those used by the occupants of the facility, and no room may contain more than two 
(2) beds.  There must be at least five hundred (500) square feet of gross interior floor 
area for each sleeping room.  These facilities providing service to a greater number 
of guests are not considered "license exempt" under state law and must comply with 
state hotel/motel restaurant licensing procedures administered by the County or State 
Health Department.  The issuance of such licenses shall not be considered as 
conferring non-conforming commercial status to the use that would either allow 
alteration of the facility or otherwise compel rezoning of the property for 
commercial use beyond the scope of this section. 

 
D. One (1) on-premise sign may be allowed provided that such sign is compatible with 

the residential use of the site and its surrounding areas and is not more than fifteen 
(15) square feet in size with letter sizes not less than five (5) inches in height. 

 
E. All necessary state and county permits, certifications, or requirements shall be 

obtained as a condition of approval of a bed and breakfast facility. 
 

F. Room rentals to families or individuals shall not exceed fourteen (14) consecutive 
days during any thirty day (30) period. 

 
G. The bed and breakfast facility must be accessory to and contained within the single 

family dwelling occupied by the owner (e.g., not a manager) of said premises. 
 

H. The only meal to be provided to travelers/guests shall be breakfast and it shall only 
be served to guests taking overnight lodging in the facility. 

 
I. The Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use - Environmental Health 

Division (EHD) shall examine both the water system and the sewage disposal 
system, and shall conduct a general health and safety inspection of the proposed 
facility.  The EHD may impose any conditions required to ensure that all necessary 
health and safety standards have been met.  The applicant shall not initiate any 
construction activity and other improvements related to the bed and breakfast 
facility; or begin operation of the facility until a determination, in writing, by the 
EHD that the necessary inspections have been completed and any deficiencies have 
been corrected.  The proprietor shall have a water quality evaluation conducted by a 
recognized water testing laboratory on an annual basis following the certification of 
adequacy by the EHD.  The results of that test shall be submitted to the EHD with a 
copy to the town building inspector.  All requirements must be incorporated into the 
terms of the conditional use permit. 

 
6. Business Park and Shopping Center Uses:  In the B-4 zoning district.  The use is a permitted 

use in the B-P zoning district.  In evaluating the proposed use, the Town Plan Commission 
shall base their action on whether or not the proposed use will violate the spirit or intent of 
the ordinance, be contrary to the public health, safety, or general welfare, be hazardous, 
harmful, noxious, offensive, or a nuisance by reason of noise, dust, smoke, odor, traffic 
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congestion, incompatibility of uses, or other similar factors, or for any other reason causes 
substantial adverse effect on the property values and general desirability of the neighborhood 
or the shopping center.  The Town shall utilize the following considerations in the 
determination of the appropriateness of the contemplated uses: 

 
A. The Town Plan Commission must review and approve all existing and proposed 

uses. 
 

B. The economic practicality of the proposed use. 
 

C. The proposed use shall be served by adequate off-street parking, loading, and 
service facilities. 

 
D. The proposed use shall not create an adverse effect upon the general traffic patterns, 

circulation, or adjoining property. 
 

E. The architecture, landscape, lighting, and general site development shall be 
compatible with the surrounding neighborhood and uses. 

 
F. The use may be granted with any reasonable conditions deemed necessary by the 

Town Plan Commission. 
 

G. The proposed development shall have adequate drainage and stormwater retention 
facilities, sewage and water facilities.  Restrictions may be placed on uses without 
public sewer. 

 
H. The intended use complies with the locally adopted Land Use Plan/Comprehensive 

Development Plan. 
 
I. The shopping center complies with the Town of Lisbon Design Standards for the B-

4 and B-P Zoning Districts (refer to Addendum E). 
 

7. Cemeteries and Mausoleums for the Burial of Human Remains Only:  Permitted by right in 
the P-I District.  In any other district as a conditional use, except in the C-1, UC, PR, B-4, B-
P, and Q-1 districts, subject to the approval of the Town Board following the 
recommendations of the Plan Commission. 
 

8. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly:  Permitted by right in 
the P-I District.  In any other district as a conditional use, except in the C-1, UC, PR, B-4, 
and B-P districts, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a 
conditional use: 
A. A floor area ratio of no more than 50% shall be allowed. 

 
B. Off-street parking shall be required in accordance with Section 3 (j) of this 

Ordinance. 
 

C. Such use shall conform to the setback, height, and double the offset requirements of 
the district in which it is located. 

 
D. The height limitation may be extended to a maximum of fifty (50) feet provided the 

minimum required setbacks and offsets shall be increased two (2) feet for every  
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additional foot of height in excess of the permitted maximum in that district.  The 
aforesaid height regulation shall not apply to the spire or belfry of a church except 
where airport safety zone regulations specifically limit the maximum height. 

 
9. Commercial fish ponds, bait ponds, or fish hatcheries:  In the C-1, A-10, A-5, B-2, B-3, Q-1, 

M-1, and M-2 districts, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to 
grant a conditional use: 

 
A. No such use shall be permitted on a lot less than five (5) acres in area. 

 
B. No building, other than one used only for residential purposes, shall be closer than 

fifty (50) feet to the lot line of an adjoining lot in a district permitting residential use. 
 

10. Commercial Truck Parking:  Such uses are uses permitted by right in B-3, Q-1, M-1, and M-
2 districts.  In all other districts as a conditional use, except the C-1, EFD, UC, PR, RM, RD-
5, AD-10, P-I, B-4, and B-P zoning districts, and in all cases, the following requirements 
shall be met in order to grant a conditional use.  However, in no case, shall such use be 
allowed on any lot within a recorded subdivision or certified survey map, or on unplatted 
lands in the Town where lot sizes are less than three (3) acres. 

 
A. Parking and storage of commercial or industrial type vehicles (trucks, construction 

vehicles, grading equipment, buses, semi-trailers and tractors, similar vehicles and 
related equipment, other trailers, etc) may be allowed as long as the vehicle is owned 
or leased and operated by the owner or occupant of the premises.  No such use shall 
be allowed on any parcel except as may front directly upon, and have access to, an 
arterial or collector street as defined in this ordinance. 

 
B. No more than three such vehicles and equipment shall be allowed to be parked or 

stored on the occupant's property.  The type of vehicles allowed shall be specified by 
the Plan Commission. All such vehicles and equipment shall be fully operative and 
in active use.  Where considered appropriate, two (2) semi trailers may be allowed, 
but in no case may there be more than one (1) semi-tractor or "cab" unit. The 
number of vehicles cannot be increased without the approval of a variance by the 
Town of Lisbon Board of Appeals. 

 
C. The Plan Commission shall specify the area on the property where the vehicles shall 

be parked or stored.  No such vehicle shall be allowed to be parked or stored closer 
than fifty (50) feet to any adjacent lot line, and not closer than one hundred (100) 
feet from the base setback line.  In the case of refrigerator trucks, the refrigeration 
unit may not be operated in the open, except upon entering or leaving the property. 

 
D. In determining whether or not the proposed conditional use permit should be issued, 

a determination of compatibility with adjacent existing and future land uses shall be 
made by the Town Plan Commission in issuing the conditional use permit.  If it is 
determined that it would in any way be incompatible and represent an adverse effect 
or nuisance to adjacent land uses, the conditional use permit shall not be issued. 

 
E. The conditional use permit shall be reviewed every year by the Town Plan 

Commission in order to determine conformance with the terms and conditions of the 
permit and if it is determined that the use is no longer compatible with adjacent land  
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 uses as they develop in the vicinity, or if the use has become a nuisance in the sole 
opinion of the Plan Commission, the conditional use permit may be revoked in 
accordance with the revocation procedures contained in this Ordinance. 

 
F. When a request is filed with the Plan Commission for a proposed use that involves 

more than three (3) vehicles, or involves the construction of buildings to house, 
service, or maintain the vehicles, or where the use can be considered the principal 
use for the property, the use shall not be granted until the property has been rezoned, 
or until a conditional use permit has been applied for and granted.  The Plan 
Commission, in its sole discretion, shall determine whether the property owner shall 
be required to apply for and obtain a conditional use permit or zoning change. 

 
G. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the parking of 

agricultural equipment in an agricultural zoning district, and the parking of one 
panel van or pick up truck of a commercial nature in any zoning district, shall be 
permitted and shall not be subject to the requirements provided by this section. 

 
K. The requirements of Section 3 (j) (4) through (11) shall also apply to the 

Commercial Truck Parking conditional use section of this ordinance. 
 
I. Approval of a conditional use under this provision of the ordinance also requires 

compliance with  Sections 3 (c) 3, 3 (d) 7, and 3 (j) as applicable.  Noncompliance 
with Sections 4 (h) 10 and/or 3 (c) 3, 3 (d) 7, and 3 (j) as applicable, is subject to the 
provisions of Section 37 of this ordinance, as well as Chapter 5, Nuisances, of the 
Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, General Code of Ordinances, also 
included as Addendum B herein. 

 
11. Contractor’s Yard:  In A-10, A-5, B-3, Q-1, or Industrial Districts, and in all cases, the 

following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

A. The minimum lot area shall be at least five (5) acres. 
 

B. All buildings used in the conduct of the business shall be located at least one 
hundred (100) feet from the lot line of an adjoining lot permitting a residential use or 
at least fifty (50) feet from a lot line of an adjoining lot in any other district. 

 
C. No such use shall be allowed on any parcel, unless the parcel fronts directly upon 

and has access to an arterial or major collector street, as defined in this Ordinance, or 
within an established industrial park, where the roads can accommodate the heavy 
equipment. 

 
D. A planting screen at least ten (10) feet high in initial height shall be provided 

between any abutting property line and the proposed use.  The plan commission may 
increase or decrease the planting screen requirements as may be deemed appropriate. 

 
E. In determining whether or not the proposed conditional use should be approved, the 

plan commission shall make a determination that the proposed conditional use is 
compatible with adjacent land uses. If it is determined that the proposed conditional 
use would in any way be incompatible with the adjacent land uses or represent an 
adverse effect or nuisance to adjacent land uses, the proposed conditional use shall 
not be approved. 
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F. The Site Plan and Plan of Operation submitted for review and approval must include 
the type and quantity of equipment and vehicles owned or leased by the property 
owner, the storage of materials, and hours of operation. 

 
12. Fur Farms, Pig Farms, Creameries, Condenseries, Wholesale Fattening of Livestock, Pea 

Vineries, Commercial Poultry and Egg Production, Commercial or Custom Grain Drying 
Operations:  In A-10 and A-5 districts, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be 
met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. No building other than one used only for residential purposes shall be located closer 

than one hundred (100) feet to the lot line of an adjoining lot permitting a  
residential use. In all other cases a minimum offset of fifty (50) feet shall be 
maintained. 

 
B. Subject to approval of a site plan and plan of operation by the plan commission, and 

the plan commission shall give particular attention to the method by which animal 
waste will be handled in a safe and healthful manner.  No such consideration or 
approval will be granted on a lot of less than twenty (20) acres in size. 

 
13. In Law Unit:  In any Residential, Agricultural, B-1, or B-2 zoning district, except the RM 

zoning district, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a 
conditional use: 

 
A. The Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use - Environmental Health 

Division shall certify that the septic system will accommodate the proposed use and 
in accordance with COMM 83, County, and State Sanitary Codes. 
 

B. Maximum living area of the in law unit shall not exceed eight hundred (800) square 
feet and shall contain no more than two (2) bedrooms.  There shall be an additional 
off street parking space for the in law unit.  There shall be no more than one (1) in 
law unit per single family lot. 

 
C. The architecture of the residence shall be compatible with the adjacent residential 

neighborhood and shall appear to be a single family residence.  All other appropriate 
zoning district requirements for the principal living unit shall be complied with.  A 
common entrance to the residence and in law unit should be designed into the 
structure so that a separate front entrance off of the common entrance is available 
and the structure does not appear to be a duplex. 

 
D. The Plan Commission shall determine if it is appropriate to have an interior door 

between the in law unit and the principal residence. 
 

E. A Deed Restriction shall be filed in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds Office 
and a copy of the recorded document presented to the Building Inspector prior to 
issuance of the Building Permit.  This Deed Restriction shall state that the in law 
unit is to be occupied by persons related by blood, adoption or marriage to the 
family occupying the principal unit and that the Conditional Use is not transferable 
without formal approval of the Plan Commission without necessity of a public 
hearing and that the unit will be used as intended. 
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14. Land-altering Activities: Land-altering activities in excess of those limits set forth in Section 
3 (c) of this Ordinance may be permitted as a conditional use in any district, except the 
Conservancy/Wetland District unless rezoned to allow such activity.  The UC district limits 
disturbance to 15% of the lot.  In all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order 
to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. Highway construction which may be exempted by Wisconsin statutes by a written 

Memorandum of Understanding between the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and Department of Transportation for a specific highway project, new 
home construction and the attendant limited grading and filling necessary to achieve 
positive drainage away from the foundation, dredging as may be allowed in Section 
3 (c) of this Ordinance, and minor grading as defined in the Ordinance, shall be 
excluded from regulation under this provision, but may be regulated elsewhere in 
this Ordinance. 

 
B. The above land-altering activities permitted as a conditional use and in all cases, the 

following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

i. Detailed plans of the project, at a scale of not less than 1" = 100', including 
all areas to be graded, filled, or otherwise altered along with seeding and/or 
vegetation plans, a planting schedule, and erosion and sedimentation 
practices to be employed shall be submitted for review and approval. 

 
ii. No such use shall create flooding, concentrated runoff, inadequate drainage, 

unfavorable topography, excessive erosion and sedimentation, or restrict 
navigation in navigable waters. 

 
iii. Such use shall comply with any ordinances or regulations established by the 

town and the county regulations as well as Chapter 30, 87, and 281of the 
2001-2002 Wisconsin Statutes and any federal regulations. 

 
iv. Such use conforms to Section 3 (c) of this Ordinance. 

 
v. If a rezoning is required, the procedure established in this Ordinance shall be 

complied with and the amendment to any other appropriate zoning district 
shall be approved in conjunction with the conditional use approval. 

 
vi. The proposed grading and land-altering activities shall conform to the Town 

of Lisbon’s adopted Storm Water Management and Erosion Control 
Ordinance (refer to Addendum F and Section 3 (c) 11) and a permit under 
that ordinance must be issued prior to the issuance of the conditional use 
permit. 
 

15. Legal non-conforming uses:  In any district as provided by Section 3 (n). 
 

16. Limited Family Business or Service Oriented Businesses:  The purpose and intent of this 
section is to provide a listing of procedures and standards of operation for limited family 
businesses/service oriented businesses (LFB/SOB) that may be allowed to operate in an 
attached garage or detached accessory building under a conditional use permit in the A-10, 
A-5, and A-3 zoning districts.  The use is not permitted in C-1, UC, EFD, PR, AD-10, RD-5, 
R-1, R-2, R-3, RM, Q-1, B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, B-P, M-1, M-2 and P-I zoning districts.  A 
conditional use permit for a limited family business is designed to accommodate small 
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family businesses without the necessity for relocation or rezoning, while at the same time 
protecting the interests of the adjacent property owners and any future development of the 
area. 

 
A. Examples of a LFB/SOB include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following: 
 

i. Non-health related professional office or studio (architect, lawyer, 
accountant, realtor, travel agent, photographer, insurance agent, salesman, 
interior decorator, artist, crafter, tailor, shoe repair, beautician, barber, 
housekeeping, woodworker, music teacher, dance teacher, massage 
therapist, etc.). 

ii. Small engine repair 
iii. Certain outdoor or indoor storage for off-season vehicles (boats, 

snowmobiles, etc.) or for certain retail products (vending machine items, for 
example). 

iv. A business where the only part of the business located on the property is the 
business office and/or the storage of the vehicles used for the business that 
are used at an off site location. 

 
In the event a question arises, the town plan commission shall make the determination as to 
whether or not a business is considered a LFB/SOB. 
 
B. Application requirements.  In all cases, the following requirements shall be met in 

order to grant a conditional use.  An applicant may apply for a LFB/SOB if all of the 
following are true: 

 
i. The property is located in the A-10, A-5, A-3, R-1 or R-2 zoning district. 
ii. The main portion of the business is run by members of the family residing 

on the premises, who is also the owner of the business. 
iii. The business does not employ more than one (1) person who is not a 

resident on such lot, whether they are family members of not. 
iv. The business is operated in the residence, the attached garage, or detached 

accessory building, and only where the principal use of the property is single 
family residential and where the business use is clearly incidental to the use 
of the property for residential purposes. 

v. The business is operated entirely within a building(s). 
vi. The business is run primarily for monetary gain or financial support. 
vii. There is no manufacturing or assembling of products, and/or no sale of 

products on the premises unless the products are those produced by the 
LFB/SOB. 

viii. Such business does not include conduct of any retail (other than subsection 
G above) or wholesale business on the premises, nor the removal of sand, 
gravel or stone from the premises for commercial purposes. 

ix. Such business does not include the use of any machinery, tools, or other 
appliances, unless specifically allowed by the Conditional Use Permit. 

x. Such business does not occupy more than twenty (20) percent of the site. 
xi. Adequate off-street parking facilities are provided adjacent, or reasonably 

adjacent, to the building that houses such business. 
xii. The nameplate does not exceed three (3) square feet in area. 
xiii. Such business does not affect the residential character of the property or the 

neighborhood in the sole determination of the Town Plan Commission. 
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xiv. Such business does not adversely affect the exterior of the structure or the 
property in the sole determination of the Town Plan Commission. 

xv. The limited family business must operate on a parcel having at least the 
minimum parcel size required for the district in which it is located. 

 
C. In addition to the application requirements listed above, the minimum conditions of 

any approval must include, but not be limited to: 
 

i. Any unauthorized expansion of the limited family business will be subject to 
an amendment to the conditional use permit and, if said amendment is 
denied, the existing use may not be able to operate, any proposed expansion 
could not take place, and/or the existing conditional use permit could be 
terminated. 

 
ii. All employees, except one full-time equivalent, shall be members of the 

family residing on the premises. 
 

iii. The plan commission shall determine the total percentage of the buildings 
that may be devoted to the limited family business.  However, the total 
percentage used shall not exceed 20% of what is available. 

 
iv. The limited family business is restricted to a service oriented business or 

home occupation type business and is prohibited from manufacturing or 
assembling products.  The sale of products on the premises, which are not 
produced by the limited family business, is prohibited.  The limited sale of 
products as accessories to the business may be permitted or limited by 
specific conditions in the conditional use permit (i.e. hair care products such 
as shampoo and conditioners normally associated with a business that cuts 
or styles hair). 

 
v. The conditional use permit shall restrict the number and types of machinery 

and equipment the limited family business operator may be allowed to bring 
onto the premises, and the machinery and equipment must be stored inside a 
building.  If the use of any machinery, tools, or other appliances can 
reasonably be construed as creating an abnormal nuisance to the 
surrounding property owners, the Town Plan Commission may consider 
termination of said business after a public hearing is held. 

 
vi. The structures used in the limited family business shall be considered to be 

residential accessory buildings and shall meet all of the requirements for 
such buildings. The design and size of the structures are subject to 
conditions in the conditional use permit. 

 
vii. The conditional use permit shall automatically expire and terminate upon 

the sale of the property or its transfer to a non-occupant of the property. 
 

viii. The limited family business shall not operate on a parcel having less than 
the minimum parcel size required for the district in which it is located.  For 
certain uses that are determined by the town to have a potential adverse 
affect on adjacent residential zoned properties, additional requirements 
regarding location and site standards (i.e. screening) may be required as 
conditions of the conditional use permit. 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 4 104  

17. Marinas and boat liveries:  In the PR District and any business district, except B-4 and B-P, 
and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. Such use shall be located at least five hundred (500) feet from the nearest public 

bathing beach or park. 
 

B. Such use is designed and constructed so as to not interfere with adjacent riparian 
owners' uses of the water for swimming, fishing, or boating; nor interfere or obstruct 
the public's free navigation. 

 
C. The minimum lot area shall be three (3) acres with a minimum average width of lot 

not less than three hundred (300) feet. 
 

D. Sewerage disposal field shall be located no closer than one hundred (100) feet from 
the ordinary high water mark. 

 
E. Fuel pumps shall be located two (2) feet above the ordinary high water mark.  Fuel 

storage tanks shall be located no closer than fifty (50) feet from the ordinary high 
water mark, shall be located above ground and shall be adequately screened and 
fireproofed. The offset requirements for fuel pumps shall be at least twenty (20) feet 
from the side lot line and storage tanks shall be located no closer than fifty (50) feet 
from any side lot line. All other locational requirements shall conform to the 
requirements of the district in which the use is located. 

 
F. No lighting installation shall be permitted which creates a hazard to any type of 

vehicular traffic or nuisance to surrounding properties. 
 

G. No arcade as defined herein shall be permitted unless specifically authorized by the 
conditional use permit. 

 
H. No pier may be permitted to extend beyond the pierhead line if established.  The 

total length of all piers, and T's or L's extending from the pier may not exceed the 
total length of the lake frontage of the property and in no case greater than one 
hundred fifty (150) feet from shore, unless DNR requirements are more restrictive. 

 
I. Any other condition of operation such as long term boat storage, launching, or other 

associated commercial activity on the site may be considered for inclusion in the 
terms and conditions of the conditional use permit in order to make the facility 
compatible with the neighborhood and the lake and to meet the spirit and intent of 
the Ordinance. 

 
18. Mobile home parks and trailer camps:  In B-2, B-3, M-1, and M-2 districts, and in all cases, 

the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

A. The provisions of all other trailer camp or mobile home ordinances shall be met. 
Reference Chapter 14, Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Parks, of the Town of 
Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, General Code of Ordinances (Addendum C). 

 
B. No such use shall be allowed unless municipal sewage facilities are used and the 

minimum lot size per unit is one-half (1/2) acre having a minimum width of not less 
than one hundred twenty (120) feet, offsets of twenty (20) feet and a setback of fifty 
(50) feet. 
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19. Motels and Hotels:  In the B-2 and B-3 districts only, and in all cases, the following 
requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. No such use shall be permitted on a lot less than three (3) acres in area. 

 
B. Off-street parking shall be required in accordance with Section 3 (j) of this 

Ordinance. 
 

C. No building shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to the lot line of an adjoining lot in a 
district permitting residential use. 

 
D. All provisions of the County Community Health Code shall be met. 

 
20. Multiple Family Units:  In the RM District, and only where sewer is provided, more than 

two dwelling units are subject to the following requirements being met in order to grant a 
conditional use: 

 
A. The minimum lot area shall be one acre. The number of units shall be based on a 

maximum density of four (4) units per acre, exclusive of wetlands or 100-Year 
Floodplain or lands zoned C-1. The width of the lot shall be increased as the size of 
the lot increases in order to avoid excessively long and narrow lots and shall, 
however, be no less than one hundred and eighty (180) feet in width. The amount of 
open space on the property shall be four thousand (4,000) square feet per unit. 

 
B. Approval of sewer availability shall be received prior to any approval of the 

proposed conditional use by the plan commission. 
 

C. The minimum total floor area per unit shall be nine hundred (900) square feet. 
 

D. Town Plan Commission review and approval of building plans, a site plan and a plan 
of operation, and architectural plans for the project is required. 

 
E. There shall be two (2) off-street parking spaces required for each unit.  The location 

and arrangement of these parking spaces shall be subject to the approval of the Plan 
Commission. 

 
F. A minimum 440 square foot garage is required for each unit.  If more than two 

single-family dwelling units are attached, the garages may be detached from the 
dwelling units, otherwise they must be attached to the dwelling units.   

 
G. The offset and landscaping requirements are subject to approval by the Plan 

Commission. However, the offset requirements shall not be reduced to less than 
twenty (20) feet from any lot in an adjoining residential district. The road setback 
minimum shall be fifty (50) feet, and the shore/floodplain/wetland/C-1 setback shall 
be a minimum of 75’.  The maximum height shall not exceed thirty five (35) feet as 
measured in accordance with this ordinance.   Additional height may be permitted if 
the offset and setback requirements are increased by one (1) foot for each additional 
one (1) foot in height beyond thirty-five feet. 

 
H. The Town of Lisbon may allow multi family development where the ownership is 

held in common under the Unit Ownership Act set forth in Chapter 703 of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes (condominiums).  Because of its multi family nature, this 
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development must also be served by public sewer.  The town provides regulations to 
guide said development in accordance with Section 4 (h) 20 or 21 of this ordinance.   

 
I. In the U.S. Public Land Survey System Township of primarily Section 16 of the 

Town of Lisbon, but also containing a small portion of Section 17, condominium 
development of any kind will be permitted only if sewer is available and only at a 
density of no more than one (1) unit per 0.71 acres in accordance with the border 
agreement with the Village of Sussex and the adopted sewer service area plan. 

 
J. Multiple-family uses in the Town of Lisbon/Village of Merton joint 

planning/extraterritorial land use area will only be allowed subject to the terms 
agreed to in the joint planning process and shown in the clause on the adopted Town 
of Lisbon/Village of Merton joint planning area/extraterritorial land use plan map. 

 
21. Planned Unit Development (PUD): 
 Purpose and Intent: 
 Due to increased urbanization, the associated greater demands for open space and natural 

resource preservation and protection, and the need to provide more efficient public services 
and create a more desired and creative living environment than would result through the 
strict application of the standard zoning requirements, flexibility in the regulations governing 
the development of land is herein provided.  These provisions are intended to encourage 
planned unit development, as defined in this ordinance, which will recognize both the 
changes in design and technology in the building industry, and the new demands in the 
housing market.  It is intended that these provisions create imaginative and interesting 
communities with substantial open area owned in common within the development, or 
dedicated to the public, for the enjoyment of the residents and the general public, as 
determined for each development, and will encourage a more efficient and desirable use of 
the land and open space areas thereby resulting in more variety of the physical development 
of the Town.  This provision allows communities to infill between existing subdivisions, and 
allows growth adjacent to incorporated municipalities where municipal services may be 
available in the future.   Coordinated site planning and a mixture of compatible uses are two 
additional benefits of a planned unit development.  Such developments should also provide a 
safe and efficient system for pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular traffic circulation, access, 
parking, lighting, signage, landscaping, architectural treatment, attractive recreation and 
open spaces, a sound economic design, the efficient provision of public and private utilities, 
community facilities, and ensure adequate standards of construction and planning. 

 
Planned unit developments may be allowed as a conditional use in any district except the 
EFD, B-4, and Q-1 districts, and except that, while the C-1 Conservancy District can be part 
of a PUD as an outlot, no portion of any building lots or structures shall be allowed in the C-
1 Conservancy District.  Certain districts also prohibit one type (residential, mixed, 
commercial/light industrial) of planned unit development, but may allow another type 
(residential, mixed, commercial/light industrial) of planned unit development.  In all cases 
where a planned unit development is proposed, the following requirements shall be met in 
order to grant a conditional use: 

 
  A. Procedures: 
 

1. Pre-application meeting.  Prior to official submittal of the petition for a 
conditional use, the owner/agent shall meet with the Town 
Administrator/Clerk, or his or her designee, to discuss the scope and 
nature of the contemplated development, the application process and 
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requirements, and the general concept plans and project design.  The 
Town shall provide the owner/agent with the Engineer’s checklist, the 
Town of Lisbon Land Division Review Checklist, the Condominium 
Plat Checklist (as applicable), and the owner/agent must sign and submit 
the professional services reimbursement form at the pre-application 
meeting. 

2. Conceptual plan submittal.  A conceptual plan, as defined in this 
ordinance, shall be submitted to the town and placed on an agenda for 
review and discussion along with the appropriate fee and the following 
information: 

 a. The name and legal description of the project. 

b. Initial request for any variances or waivers required by the 
zoning ordinance, land division and development/subdivision 
control ordinance, or any other ordinances, regulations, rules or 
guidelines. 

c. Conceptual architectural renderings and design of the buildings, 
if applicable. 

 d. Estimated cost of the buildings, if applicable. 

 e. Project plans and conceptual phasing schedule. 

f. The density of the project and the amount of open space and 
common areas. 

g. A detailed cover letter describing the benefits the planned unit 
development will provide to the Town of Lisbon. 

h. Information regarding on site sewage disposal systems or public 
sewer. 

i. Natural resource features. 

j. Conceptual provisions for storm water management. 

 

 In addition, the following review comments will be provided at the 
meeting: 

• Conceptual Town Engineer review comments. 

• Conceptual Fire Department review comments.  

• Conceptual County Planner review comments. 

• Conceptual County Environmental Health Division review 
comments. 

3. Public Hearing.  Once the Plan Commission has determined that all 
conceptual comments have been satisfactorily addressed, the 
owner/agent may file the required application with the Town for a 
conditional use.  The petitioner shall contact the town for the 
appropriate number of copies and the appropriate fee. 
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The Town shall provide notice to neighbors and the official town 
newspaper and hold a public hearing pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 36 of this Ordinance.  Notice for such hearing shall include 
reference to the requested conditional use. The notice shall also be 
posted in three places in the town. 

The application shall be accompanied by project binders to include 
revisions to all information previously required at the conceptual stage, 
and the additional items outlined below: 

a. A cover letter which details how the proposed Planned Unit 
Development complies with the Town’s adopted Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan or any adopted 
component or amendment thereof and the general character of 
and the uses to be included in the proposed Planned Unit 
Development.  The cover letter must also include the following 
information: 

i. Total area to be included in the Planned Unit 
Development, amount of open space to be provided, 
residential density computations, proposed number and 
size of dwelling units, availability of or requirements 
for municipal services, and any other similar data 
pertinent to a comprehensive evaluation of the proposed 
development. 

ii. A general summary of the estimated value of structures 
and site improvement costs, including landscaping and 
special features. 

iii. Any proposed variances or waivers from the standards 
of development as set forth in the Town zoning 
regulations, land division and development/subdivision 
control ordinance, or other regulations, rules, 
ordinances, or guidelines. 

b. The expected date of commencement of physical development 
as set forth in the proposal and the submittal of a staging plan, if 
the development is to be staged. 

c. An overall site development plan showing how the objectives in 
Section 4 (h) 21, and specifically A through M, are to be 
achieved. The following information shall be submitted with the 
site plan: 

i. A legal description and boundaries of lands included in 
the proposed Planned Unit Development. 

ii. The location of public and private roads, sidewalks, 
paths, trails, and driveways. 

iii. The size, arrangement, and location of any individual 
building sites and proposed building groups on each 
individual lot. 

iv. The location of institutional, recreational, green space 
and open space areas, and areas reserved or dedicated 
for public uses, including schools, parks, and drainage 
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ways. 

v. The type, size, use, and location of all buildings and 
structures. 

vi. A landscaping plan showing existing and proposed 
vegetation location and including species and sizes at 
installation and maturity. 

vii. Architectural plans (color preferred) illustrating the 
exterior design, materials and colors, height, and 
character of proposed structures, including elevations 
and interior floor plans. 

viii. The existing and proposed location of public utilities 
including sanitary sewer and water supply facilities.  

ix. The existing and proposed location of all private 
utilities or other easements. 

x. Characteristics of soils related to proposed uses 
including soil tests for basements and on site sewerage 
disposal systems as required in the drainage regulations 
section and other sections in this ordinance.  Also 
submit proposed private well information and show 
locations. 

xi. Existing and proposed grades with contours at no 
greater than two-foot intervals National Geodetic 
Vertical Elevation. 

xii. Anticipated uses of adjoining lands in regard to roads, 
surface water drainage, and compatibility with existing 
adjacent land uses. 

xiii. The location of existing driveway openings adjacent to, 
and across the street from, the proposed planned unit 
development. 

xiv. A Grading Plan to be reviewed and approved by the 
Town Engineer. 

xv. Building plans in compliance with Building Codes to be 
reviewed and approved by the Town Building 
Inspector. 

xvi. A Storm Water Management and Erosion Control Plan 
showing all existing and proposed storm water drainage 
facilities and erosion control measures, and drainage 
patterns to be reviewed and approved by the Town 
Engineer. 

xvii. All existing and proposed water features, wetlands, 
floodplain, environmental corridors, and any other 
natural resource features. 

xviii. A signage plan including location, size, dimensions, 
materials, and colors.  Include wattage and cut sheets if 
lighted. 
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xix. A lighting plan including design, location, number, 
wattage, lumens, isofootcandle dispersion, 
specifications on the type of illumination, and cut 
sheets. 

xx. A dumpster/recycling area plan. 

xxi. A fencing plan. 

xxii. A screening plan including berms, fences, and walls. 

xxiii. A parking plan including facilities, number and size of 
spaces for residents, employees and customers, 
handicap spaces, access, screening, general traffic 
circulation, adjacent streets, loading/unloading areas, 
snow removal areas. 

xxiv. All plans shall be prepared by registered professionals 
in their respective fields, and shall be at an engineering 
scale of not less than 100 feet to the inch, unless an 
architectural scale is used. 

xxv. Any other information as may be required by the Plan 
Commission in considering the application.  

In addition, the following review comments will be provided at the 
public hearing: 

• Town Engineer review comments. 

• Fire Department review comments. 

• Town Attorney review comments.  

• County Planner review comments. 

• County Environmental Health Division review comments. 

4. Decision.  The Town Plan Commission in making its decision on the 
conditional use shall consider: 

a. Whether the petitioners for the proposed Planned Unit 
Development have indicated that they intend to begin the 
physical development of the designated Planned Unit 
Development within twenty four (24) months following the 
issuance of a conditional use permit for the Planned Unit 
Development and that the development will be carried out 
according to a reasonable construction schedule satisfactory to 
the Town. 

b. Whether the proposed Planned Unit Development is consistent 
in all respects with the purpose of this section and to the spirit 
and intent of this Ordinance; is in conformity with the land use 
plan/comprehensive development plan or adopted component or 
amendment thereof; would not be contrary to the general 
welfare and economic prosperity of the Town or of the 
immediate neighborhood; and that the benefits and design of the 
resultant development justifies the establishment of a Planned 
Unit Development and approval of a conditional use. 
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c. The Plan Commission shall not grant their approval unless it is 
found that: 

i. The proposed site shall be provided with adequate water 
from either a private onsite well or public water utility, 
sanitary facilities, and drainage facilities for surface 
water and storm water. 

ii. The proposed site shall be accessible from public roads 
that are adequate to carry the traffic that can be 
expected to be generated by the proposed development. 

iii. No undue constraint or burden will be imposed on 
public services and facilities, such as fire and police 
protection, schools, street maintenance, and 
maintenance of public areas by the proposed 
development. 

iv. The streets, sidewalks, driveways, paths, and trails on 
the site of the proposed development shall be adequate 
to serve the residents of the proposed development, and 
the public where made available to the general public, 
and shall meet the minimum standards of all applicable 
ordinances, rules, guidelines, and regulations of the 
Town. 

d. The planned unit development must be approved by at least 
five members of the Plan Commission.   

e. If the planned unit development is approved, the petitioner shall 
provide appropriate financial guarantees for any public 
improvements to the town for review and approval by the town 
attorney and the town engineer prior to the commencement of 
construction. 

f. The Plan Commission may add any additional conditions or 
restrictions they deem necessary or appropriate to promote the 
spirit and intent of this Ordinance and the purpose of this 
section. 

5. Land Divisions.  Any proposed land division which is part of the 
proposed Planned Unit Development shall be subject to the 
requirements of the subdivision control/land division and development 
ordinance of the town, including any associated technical checklists. 

Preliminary plat or condominium plat.  Upon final approval of a 
conditional use permit, a preliminary plat, or condominium plat if 
applicable, shall be officially submitted to the County, with copies of 
the plat with the same date as that submitted to the County also 
submitted to the town (contact the town for the appropriate number of 
copies and fees).  The plat will be placed on the plan commission 
agenda for review and discussion.  The following information must also 
be submitted: 

a. A cover letter addressing any outstanding issues from the 
conceptual plan commission meeting or the public hearing for 
the planned unit development, and proving satisfaction of those 
outstanding issues as necessary. 
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b. If the proposed project is a condominium, the owner/agent shall 
submit all additional items as required to be filed with the town 
in accordance with Chapter 703 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

In addition, the following review comments will be provided at the 
meeting: 

• Town Engineer review comments. 

• Fire Department review comments.  

• Town Attorney review comments. 

•  County Planner review comments. 

• County Environmental Health Division review comments. 

Final plat or condominium plat.  Upon approval of a preliminary plat, or 
condominium plat if applicable, a final plat shall be officially submitted 
to the County, with copies of the plat with the same date as that 
submitted to the County also submitted to the town (check with the town 
for the appropriate number of copies and fees).  The plat will be placed 
on the plan commission agenda for review and discussion.  The 
following information must also be submitted: 

a. A cover letter addressing any outstanding issues from the 
conceptual plan commission meeting, the public hearing for the 
planned unit development, or the preliminary plat, and proving 
satisfaction of those outstanding issues as necessary. 

b. Final draft of the developers agreement with the town that will 
govern the project once completed, including timelines for stage 
development plans. 

c. Final draft of the association by-laws, covenants, and 
restrictions. 

d. If the proposed project is a condominium, the owner/agent shall 
submit all additional items as required to be filed with the town 
in accordance with Chapter 703 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

In addition, the following review comments will be provided at the 
meeting: 

• Town Engineer review comments. 

• Fire Department review comments.  

• Town Attorney review comments. 

•  County Planner review comments. 

• County Environmental Health Division review comments. 

No planned unit development, once approved by the Plan Commission and the 
approved plat recorded, may be thereinafter divided into separate parcels except 
upon approval of the Plan Commission and Town Board in accordance with the 
Town of Lisbon Zoning Ordinance and the subdivision control/land division and 
development ordinance of the town, the town land use plan or any subsequent  
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comprehensive plan, Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use 
approval, where required, and approval by any extra territorial municipalities, 
where required. 

B. Water and sanitary facilities.  Adequate water and sanitary facilities shall be 
provided. 

C. Site plan and plan of operation.  A site plan and plan of operation must be 
submitted for all planned unit development requests. 

D. Permanent preservation of open space areas.  Adequate guarantee shall be 
provided for permanent preservation of open space areas as shown on the 
approved site plan either by private reservation and maintenance or by 
dedication to the public, as determined by the Town Plan Commission. 

E. Park dedications and/or reservations.  Certain park dedication and/or reservation 
provisions of the subdivision control/land division and development ordinance of the 
town shall apply to all residential units erected in a planned unit development.  
Specifically, where dedication/reservation of open space or public sites are not in 
accordance with the Town of Lisbon Park and Recreation Plan (which references the 
Town of Lisbon Land Use Plan or subsequent component thereof such as a 
Comprehensive Development Plan), or compatible with the development of the 
community, the developer shall pay fees, in lieu thereof, to the Town, as established 
on an annual basis by the Town. 

 
F. Modification of zoning district requirements.  The zoning district requirements (lot 

size, lot width, height, offset, setback, open space, floor area ratio, building size, and 
building location) which would otherwise apply may be modified for planned unit 
developments based on the reasons stated in the purpose and intent section of the 
Planned Unit Development conditional use and upon compliance with the following: 

 
 1. All private onsite waste disposal system provisions are approved by 

the Waukesha County Environmental Health Division. 
 

 2. The proposed development is in conformity with the Town of 
Lisbon Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan or any subsequent 
amendments thereto, is not contrary to the general welfare and/or economic 
balance of the community, and that the benefits and amenities of the 
resultant development justifies the variation from the normal requirements 
of the district in which the development is located. 

 
 3. All other requirements for a planned unit development are met as set 

forth in Section 4 (h) 21. 
 

 4. Residential Planned Unit Developments: 
 
 a. The zoning district lot sizes and density for residential 

planned unit developments may be modified by applying up to a 
30% maximum density bonus to the density otherwise permitted in 
each specific zoning district, unless otherwise stated below or 
elsewhere in this ordinance.  The 30% increase can be applied to 
any zoning district except C-1, EFD, B-4, and Q-1, unless otherwise 
stated below or elsewhere in this ordinance.  This is the maximum 
dwelling unit density increase for a residential planned unit 
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development whether or not it is served by public sewer.  For 
example, where lands are to be developed as a planned unit 
development and are to be served with public sewer, the density 
may only be increased by a total of up to the maximum of 30%.  
The planned unit development density bonus and the sewer 
reduction provisions of this ordinance cannot both be applied to 
further increase the density bonus beyond the 30% maximum. 

 
UC Five (5) acres per dwelling unit* 
AD-10 Not less than one acre per dwelling unit based on a 10 acre 

density 
RD-5 Not less than one acre per dwelling unit based on a five acre 

density 
R-1  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet per dwelling unit 
R-2 Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet per dwelling unit  
R-3 Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet per dwelling unit 
RM Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet per dwelling unit (if 

three or more units are proposed, the site must be sewered) 
B-P Forty thousand (40,000) square feet per dwelling unit 
 
*Note:  Upland Corridors are further subject to the following:  If all of the 
Upland Corridor zoned lands and designated Environmental Corridors are 
preserved in their entirety within the public open space or open space owned 
by the property owners or in recreational use, and are preserved in their 
natural state, the density of one unit per five (5) acres may be added to the 
maximum number of dwelling units otherwise allowed in this section. 
 

 b. Lands currently zoned C-1 may not be used in 
formulating the density of the project as a reduction has already 
been factored in the above table and the maximum 30% density 
bonus.  When lands border a public body of water, pyramiding as 
defined in this ordinance may be allowed if the minimum frontage 
and average width of the parcel fronting on the public body of water 
at the high water mark is one hundred (100) feet for the first 
dwelling unit and an additional twenty-five (25) feet for each 
dwelling unit thereafter.  No more dwelling units may have access 
to the public body of water than what would result from the 
application of this pyramiding provision irrespective of the overall 
size of the development project. 

 
 c. Adequate guarantee shall be provided for permanent 

preservation of open space areas resulting from these regulations 
and as shown on the approved site plan either by private reservation 
for use of the residents within the development and maintenance or 
by dedication to the public or others as may be specifically provided 
for (e.g., farmers use of open space, dedication to a public entity, for 
the preservation of rural character, or development of a private 
recreational facility open to the general public in perpetuity for a 
fee), as determined by and subject to the approval of the Town Plan 
Commission.  There shall not be any clear cutting or clearing of 
vegetation other than dead, diseased, or dying vegetation or removal 
of invasive species on any lands being so preserved in public open 
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space or open space owned by the property owners or in recreational 
use which are considered Upland or Environmental Corridors, as 
depicted on the Town of Lisbon Zoning Map and/or Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan or any subsequent 
amendment thereto, except as provided in (h) below for limited 
path, trail, or recreational related development. Buildings or uses for 
noncommercial or accessory facilities may be permitted in such 
open space area with the approval of the Plan Commission, subject 
to the limitations in (g) below. 

 
 d. Perpetual care and maintenance of public open space or 

open space owned by the property owners or in recreational use 
shall be provided for by an agreement recorded in the Waukesha 
County Register of Deeds office.  Said agreement shall include an 
operation plan, which shall preserve the natural qualities of the 
environmentally significant lands.  The agreement shall be 
submitted to and approved by the Plan Commission with the 
assistance of an expert naturalist, if needed.  This condition is not 
deemed satisfied unless all required approvals are granted. 

 
 e. Ownership and tax liability of the open space areas shall be 

established in a manner acceptable to the Town Plan Commission 
and made a part of the conditions of any approval. 

 
 f. The total open space of the development shall be no less 

than would have resulted from the application of the open space 
requirements of the zoning district. 

 g. Public open space or open space owned by the property 
owners or in recreational use shall be of a size and shape to provide 
an integrated system of open spaces to the greatest extent possible, 
and to provide protection of environmentally significant lands.  
These spaces shall not consist of long, narrow bands or corridors, 
but shall be larger blocks of wide corridors of land, usually not less 
than one (1) acre in area.  Corridors linking large blocks or wide 
corridors of public open space or open space owned by the property 
owners or in recreational use shall not be less than fifty (50) feet in 
width to provide adequate buffers from adjacent residential lots.  
The size, shape, and location of said public open space or open 
space owned by the property owners or in recreational use shall be 
subject to review and approval of the Plan Commission in order to 
qualify the project for consideration as a planned unit development.  
Public open space or open space owned by the property owners or 
in recreational use shall be a minimum of 40% of the entire 
development, and not more than 20% of the required open space 
may be floodplain or wetland.  This requires 80% of the open space 
to be upland or non-lowland open space.  Ponds and detention 
basins not designated as floodplain or wetland may be included in 
the required 40% open space, but shall not constitute more than 
20% of the total amount of open space.  In any planned unit 
development, no more than 5% of the public open space may be 
used for public buildings such as schools, fire stations, municipal 
buildings, etc.  The Plan Commission may modify the 5% open 
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space requirement, but only in conformance with the overall intent 
of these provisions while also protecting the public interest. 

   
 h. In public open space or open space owned by the property 

owners or in recreational use containing environmentally significant 
areas as defined in this ordinance, a maximum of 5% of the 
environmentally significant areas may be used for limited 
construction of recreational related structures and recreation paths 
and trails.  Otherwise, there shall not be any clear cutting or clearing 
of vegetation other than dead, diseased, or dying vegetation or 
removal of invasive species on any lands being so preserved in 
public open space or open space owned by the property owners or in 
recreational use which are considered Upland or Environmental 
Corridors, as depicted on the Town of Lisbon Zoning Map and/or 
Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan or any 
subsequent amendment thereto.  If invasive species are removed, 
they shall be replaced in kind with vegetation indigenous to the 
corridor. 

 
 i. Public open space or open space owned by the property 

owners or in recreational use shall contain at least 90% green space.  
Such public open space or open space owned by the property 
owners or in recreational use shall not be part of individual 
residential building lots, and all but 5% of the open space shall be 
free of structures and impervious surfaces.  The Plan Commission 
may modify the 5% open space requirement, but only in 
conformance with the overall intent of these provisions while also 
protecting the public interest.  The remaining open space that is not 
required to be green space, which may be up to 10% open space, 
may include surface area of water bodies such as ponds or detention 
basins. 

 
 j. As part of the planned unit development application 

process, the Plan Commission may require a conceptual yield plan 
and a conceptual conservation design (PUD) subdivision to be 
submitted so the Plan Commission can determine whether or not 
there will be no more lots allowed with the planned unit 
development than one would be allowed with a conventional layout.  
Refer to Figure 1. 

 
 k. The 30% density bonus is justified as a slight increase in 

density is a reasonable compromise in order to achieve more 
sustainable conservation design development that preserves natural 
features, creates more open space within developments, protects the 
rural character of the town, and cause less need for infrastructure 
such as roads and storm water management facilities.  The 30% 
density bonus can only be utilized in the Town of Lisbon if the 
following criteria are met: 

 
i. The development plan for a given site must incorporate an 

absolute minimum of 40% of the site in public open space 
or open space owned by the property owners or recreational 
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use.  In calculating the open space, not more than 20% of 
the required open space may be floodplain or wetland.  This 
requires 80% of the open space to be upland or non-lowland 
open space. 

 
ii. The Town must create and map an Upland Corridor zoning 

district for all primary and secondary environmental 
corridors as well as isolated natural resource areas, which 
allows for development at a density not greater than one 
unit per five acres.       

 
iii. Individual development projects must be developed as 

planned unit developments, conservation design 
developments utilizing conservation design standards, or 
cluster design developments, which allow the town to 
properly analyze the project’s design.  Conventional 
subdivision developments cannot be considered when using 
the 30% density bonus option. 

 
iv. Significant natural resource features such as primary and 

secondary environmental corridors, isolated natural resource 
areas, wetlands, and floodplains must be protected and shall 
be incorporated into the protected open space.  If any 
portion of the above natural resource features will be 
located on a private lot, said resource must be protected 
with a protective covenant or restriction.  Sites that do not 
contain significant natural resource features may be 
conducive to prairie or wetland restorations, enhanced with 
the establishment of landscaped open spaces, or used for 
agricultural purposes. 

 
 5. Commercial/Light Industrial Planned Unit Developments: 
 
  The economic practicality of a proposed Commercial/Light 

Industrial planned unit development shall be justified on the basis of 
purchasing potential, competitive relationship, and demonstrated tenant 
interest.  The use of a Commercial/Light Industrial planned unit 
development may be authorized only where the zoning is mapped in one or 
more of the business/industrial districts (B-1, B-2, B-3, B-P, M-1, and M-2) 
on the parcel or a portion thereof.  If only a portion is zoned for 
business/industrial, the Commercial/Light Industrial planned unit 
development may only be used for the same percentage of the site that 
would result from the normal application of the business/industrial zoning 
district requirements.  The location of the proposed business/industry uses 
can, however, be flexed on the site so long as no more area is devoted to 
such uses than would be permitted in the zoning district in which the 
planned unit development is located.  The attendant parking areas and 
service facilities for the commercial/industrial areas shall be included in the 
areas allocated to such non-residential uses. 

 
 a. The proposed planned unit development shall be served by 

adequate off-street parking, loading, and service facilities. 
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b. The planned unit development shall not create an adverse 
effect upon the general traffic pattern or adjoining property values. 

 
 c. Architecture, landscaping, lighting, and general site 

development shall be compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

 
 d. The aforementioned requirements shall be certified by the 

Town Plan Commission as having been fully met. 
 

 e. In the business/industrial zoning district planned unit 
developments, the density shall be the same as in the R-3 district 
(30,000 square feet), except in the B-P District where it must be no 
less than 40,000 square feet. 

 
 6. Mixed Planned Unit Developments: 
 
  A Mixed planned unit development shall consider allowing a 

mixture of business, light industrial, residential, in the B-1, B-2, B-3, B-P, 
M-1, and M-2 districts, or other uses as the zoning would allow.  The 
percentage of area in the project shall be the same as would result from the 
application or the strict adherence of the zoning district regulations, or as 
outlined in the Residential Planned Unit Development section above.  The 
location of the uses can, however, be flexed on the site so long as no more 
area is devoted to the various uses than would be permitted in the zoning 
district in which the planned unit development is located.  The attendant 
parking areas and service facilities for the non-residential part of the project 
shall be included in the areas allocated to such non-residential uses. 

 
 a. The proposed mixture of commercial, light industrial, 

residential, and other uses shall produce a unified composite that is 
compatible both within itself and with the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

 
 b. The mixed uses shall conform to the general requirements 

applicable to each of them as here-in-before set forth. 
 

 c. The maximum allowable dwelling unit density shall be 
computed using only the residential area portion of the total planned 
unit development area.  If residential use and non-residential use 
occur in the same proposed building, that percentage of the 
commercial/industrial use of the building shall be deducted from 
said building lot and only the remaining area shall be used in the 
density computation for the remaining residential units. 

 
 d. Example - Computing Maximum Dwelling Unit Density in 

a Mixed Planned Unit Development: 
 

 A developer wishes to divide one hundred (100) acres of land into a 
mixed planned unit development.  Ten (10) of these acres are zoned 
C-1 Conservancy.  The development plan shows ten (10) acres 
devoted to commercial uses in the B-2 District.  The remainder is 
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zoned R-1 Residential.  The following computations demonstrate 
the method of determining how many residential units may be 
allowed in the project. 

 
Gross acreage   100 acres 
Less ten (10) acres zoned C-1    - 10 acres 
  90 acres 
Less ten (10) acres designated    - 10 acres 
for B-2 Business use                 
 
Remainder for residential use   80 acres 
 
Total residential acreage in sq. ft. used to calculate the density: 
 
80 acres x 43,560 square feet = 3,484,800 square feet 
 
Divide by the square feet per dwelling unit requirement for the R-1 
Residential district after applying the 30% density bonus or other 
applicable figure: 
 
3,484,800 divided by 30,000 square feet = 116 units 
 

  The 10 acres designated for commercial use cannot be 
included in the planned unit development density as it is not zoned 
for residential use and would have to be rezoned to residential use to 
be considered in the residential density.  Any lands zoned C-1 
likewise may not be used in formulating the density of the project as 
a reduction has already been factored in the maximum 30% density 
bonus or other applicable figure. 

 
G. Condominiums.  The Town of Lisbon may allow, upon petition, a planned unit 

development where the ownership is held in common under the Unit Ownership Act 
set forth in Chapter 703 of the Wisconsin State Statutes (condominiums).  The Town 
provides regulations to guide condominium development in Section 4 (h) 20 or 21 of 
this ordinance.  Multi family condominium developments must be served by public 
sewer. 

 
 H. Town of Lisbon-Village of Sussex Border Agreement dated January 22, 2001.  In 

the U.S. Public Land Survey System Township of primarily Section 16 of the Town 
of Lisbon, but also containing a small portion of Section 17, condominium 
development of any kind will be permitted only if sewer is available and only at a 
density of no more than one (1) unit per 0.71 acres in accordance with the border 
agreement with the Village of Sussex and the adopted sewer service area plan, and 
as may be amended in the future. 

 
I. Town of Lisbon-Village of Merton Joint Planning Area.  Any multi-family planned 

unit development uses in the Town of Lisbon/Village of Merton joint 
planning/extraterritorial land use area will only be allowed subject to the terms 
agreed to in the joint planning process and shown in the clause on the adopted Town 
of Lisbon/Village of Merton joint planning area/extraterritorial land use plan map. 

 
 J. Financial Guarantees.  In approving the planned unit development plan, in whole or 
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in part, the Plan Commission may require the posting of appropriate financial 
guarantees for any public improvements in an amount determined by the Town 
Engineer, and in a form approved by the Town Attorney.  Such financial guarantees 
shall guarantee the completion of the project as approved. 

 
K. Changes or Additions:  Any subsequent change or addition to the plans or uses shall 

first be submitted for approval to the Town Plan Commission and if, in the opinion 
of the Town Plan Commission, such change or addition constitutes a substantial 
alteration of the original plan, a conditional use amendment public hearing before 
the Plan Commission shall be required and notice thereof given pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 36 of this Ordinance. 

 
L. Certification of project as a permitted use.  After all conditions of a planned unit 

development project are certified by the Town Plan Commission as being 
completed, the conditional use status of such completed development shall be 
changed to a permitted use in the zoning district in which it is located. 

 
M. Termination:  If a permit, as required in any of the other Town approval processes 

related to the planned unit development, is not issued by the Building Inspector or 
the Town within two (2) years of receiving the planned unit development 
conditional use permit, or if physical development has not otherwise commenced, 
the conditional use approval shall automatically be terminated without public 
hearing. 

 
22. Private Clubs and Resorts:  Without limitation because of enumeration, this category 

includes private (not open to the general public) clubs and resorts such as outdoor/indoor 
recreational facilities, driving ranges, campgrounds, golf courses, racquet clubs, soccer 
clubs, swimming pools, beaches, yacht clubs, boarding stables, firing and archery ranges and 
gun clubs, recreational camps, riding academies, etc. These uses are allowed as conditional 
uses in any district, except C-1, UC, P-I, and PR, and in all cases, the following requirements 
shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. No such use shall be permitted on a lot less than three (3) acres in area except in the 

B-1 Restricted Business District or less restrictive district. 
 

B. No building, other than one used only for residence purposes shall be closer than 
fifty (50) feet to the lot line of an adjoining lot in a district permitting residential use. 

 
C. Off-street parking shall be provided as required by the Plan Commission adequate to 

meet the particular needs of the proposed use. 
 

D. No such permitted use shall include the operation of a commercial facility such as a bar, 
restaurant, or arcade except as may be specifically authorized in the grant of a 
conditional use permit. 

 
23. Public and Commercial Disposal Operations for Noncombustible Materials:  In M-2 and Q-

1, disposal operations for inert clean fill materials, as defined in this ordinance and by the 
WDNR, such as concrete, stone, brick, sand, dirt, gravel, and similar materials; gravel pit 
and quarry spoils; nonorganic materials as allowed by state law; and excavated materials; 
may be allowed, and in all cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a 
conditional use: 
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 A. A detailed restoration plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the Town 
Board following a recommendation from the Town Plan Commission. 

 
 B. The Site Plan and Plan of Operation, and the Restoration Plan, shall be 

approved or disapproved upon consideration of the effects on:  Topography, 
drainage, water supply, soil conditions, roads and traffic, present and ultimate land 
development and use, and any other factors involved in the specific operation. 

 
 C. Disposal operations are prohibited within the following area unless written 

permission is obtained from the State of Wisconsin: 
 
  1. Within 1,000 feet of any navigable lake, pond, or flowage.  

The WDNR shall determine if the water body is navigable. 
 
  2. Within 300 feet of a navigable river or stream, or to the 

landward side of the 100-year floodplain, whichever distance is greater.  The 
WDNR shall determine if the water body is navigable.  If the 100-year 
floodplain has not been established in the area of the proposed use, then a 
flood study shall be conducted, reviewed, and approved in conjunction with 
requesting the proposed conditional use. 

  3. Within an area from which solid waste or leaching there 
from may be carried into any surface water, or may have a detrimental effect 
on the groundwater. 

 
  4. Within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of 

any state trunk highway or the boundary of a public park unless written 
permission has first been obtained from the State of Wisconsin and the 
entity governing the public park. 

 
 D. A license shall be obtained from the Town of Lisbon and the Town Board 

shall review the license for possible renewal on an annual basis (January 1) of each 
year.  The fee shall be as established by the Town of Lisbon and may increase on a 
yearly basis.  If required, a license shall also be obtained from the State of 
Wisconsin. 

 
 E. The Town may require that a letter of credit, approved by the Town 

Attorney, in an amount approved appropriate for the specific operation, as 
determined by the Town Engineer, be filed with the Town. 

 
 F. Any organic materials shall be prohibited and shall be appropriately 

recycled. 
 
 G. All state and federal laws relating to the use shall be adhered to. 
 
 H. Approval by the Town Plan Commission must be obtained prior to 

commencing any of the above disposal operations. 
 
24. Public and semi-public buildings and uses:  In any district, except C-1 and UC, and in all 

cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

A. Such use shall conform to the setback, height, and double the offset requirements of 
the district in which it is located. 
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B. The height limitation may be extended to a maximum of fifty (50) feet provided the 
minimum required setbacks and offsets shall be increased two (2) feet for every 
additional foot of height in excess of the permitted maximum height of that district. 

 
25. Quarrying as defined in this Ordinance:  In Q-1 and M-2, and in all cases, the following 

requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 

A. Procedure for application: 
 

i. Permit:  No quarrying operation shall take place in any district until a 
conditional use permit and quarrying permit have been secured from the 
Town Board.  Such permits shall be for an initial period as is deemed 
appropriate by the Town to the specific situation but not exceed five (5) 
years, and may be renewed thereafter for periods not to exceed three (3) 
years provided application thereof shall be made at least sixty (60) and no 
more than one hundred twenty (120) days before expiration of the original 
permit.  Application for renewal after such date shall be treated as an 
original application. 

 
ii. Application:  Application for a conditional use permit and quarrying permit 

shall be made on forms supplied by the Town Clerk and shall be 
accompanied by a fee as established and periodically modified under 
Section 37 (b) 5 of this Ordinance in order to schedule, notice, and hold the 
public hearing.  Such fee shall be paid by cash, check, or money order to the 
Town of Lisbon, and shall be accompanied by: 

 
a. A full and adequate description of all phases of the contemplated 

operation and the specific mention of type of machinery and 
equipment, which will be or might be necessary to carry on the 
operation.  Where the operation is to include the washing of sand 
and gravel, the estimated daily quantity of water required, its source, 
and its disposition shall be made part of the description. 

 
b. A legal description of the proposed property with a map showing its 

location with indications of private access roads, existing or 
proposed, and of public highways adjacent to the site which will be 
affected by the operation. 

 
c. A topographic map of the area at a minimum contour interval of two 

(2) feet extending beyond the site to the nearest public street or 
highway or to a minimum distance of three hundred (300) feet on all 
sides. 

 
d. A restoration plan as required by NR 135. 

 
B. Procedure for action on application and other requirements: 

 
i. Referral to Plan Commission:  The application and all data and information 

pertaining thereto shall be referred to the Plan Commission for public 
hearing and the Plan Commission shall forward a recommendation to the 
Town Board within sixty (60) days after the public hearing. 
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ii. Public hearing:  Within sixty (60) days after an application has been filed, a 
public hearing shall be held at which all interested parties may be heard.  In 
addition to the normal posting and publishing, notices also shall be sent 
through the mail or otherwise placed in the hands of all land owners within a 
half mile radius of the approximate center of the proposed quarrying 
operation.  These notices shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days 
prior to the date of hearing.  Substantial compliance with the notice 
requirements of this section shall be deemed sufficient. No hearing shall be 
required precedent to issuing a permit in a Quarrying District. 

 
iii. Action by the Town Board:  The Town Board shall, within forty five (45) 

days after receipt of the recommendation of the Plan Commission, take 
action to approve or disapprove the application for the proposed quarrying 
operation and shall be guided by consideration of the public health, safety, 
and welfare, and shall give particular consideration to the following factors 
in making their decision: 

 
a. The effect of the proposed operation on existing roads and traffic 

movement in terms of adequacy, maintenance, repair, safety, and 
efficiency. 

 
b. The effect of the proposed operation on drainage and water supply. 

 
c. The possibility of soil erosion as a result of the proposed operation. 

 
d. The degree and effect of dust and noise as a result of the proposed 

operation. 
 

e. The practical possibility of restoration of the site. 
 

f. The effect of the proposed operation on the natural beauty, 
character, tax base, land value, and land uses in the area. 

 
g. The most suitable land use for the area with particular consideration 

for future value. 
 
h. The need for this limited natural resource to construct local 

infrastructure, roads, and housing, its economic effects on the 
community, and whether or not it is in the public interest. 

 
iv. Additional conditions:  Any conditions accessory to the granting of a permit 

shall be in writing and copies made a part of the permit and of the records of 
the Town. 

 
v. Renewals:  The procedure as designated in i., ii., iii., and iv. above shall also 

apply to applications of renewal of a permit.  Determination in regard to 
renewal shall be based particularly on an evaluation of the effect of the 
continuance of the use in relation to changing conditions in the area.  Where 
renewal is not granted, the reasons for refusal shall be presented to the 
applicant in writing and made a part of the records of the Town. 

 
C. General Requirements: 
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i. No part of the quarrying operation, including any accessory access roads, 
parking areas, office buildings, etc., but not including the restoration based 
on the approved plan, shall be permitted closer than one thousand (1,000) 
feet to a residential zoning district, unless approved by the Town Board after 
public hearing and upon proper notice as required in this section of the 
ordinance, and in accordance with Section 4(25)(B)(iii)a-h above, but in no 
case shall such quarrying operation, access roads, parking areas, etc. be 
permitted closer than 200 feet to any residential zoning district. Further, no 
part of the quarrying operation, including any accessory access roads, 
parking areas, office buildings, etc., shall be permitted closer than 75 feet to 
any shoreline, river, or stream, or 50 feet to any other environmentally 
sensitive area as defined in this ordinance. 

 
ii. No quarrying operation shall be permitted, except in a Q-1 or M-2 district, if 

thirty (30) or more families reside within a one-half mile radius of the center 
of the proposed property. 

 
D. Road Setback requirements:  No part of the quarrying operation other than access 

roads shall be located closer than two hundred (200) feet, nor shall any parking area, 
stock pile, or office building be located closer than one hundred (100) feet, to the 
base setback line along any street or highway. 

 
E. Offset requirements:  No part of the quarrying operation shall be permitted closer 

than two hundred (200) feet, nor shall any access road, parking area, or office 
building be located closer than fifty (50) to any property line, except with the written 
consent of the owner of adjoining property, or except where said line is abutting a 
Q-1 or M-2 district, or abutting an existing quarrying operation, but in no case shall 
such operation be closer than twenty (20) feet to any property line, except by 
agreement between abutting quarrying operations, or be in conflict with the 
provisions of Section 3 (c) 5 relating to the preservation of topography. 

 
F. Operational Requirements: 

 
i. Fencing or other suitable barrier shall be erected and maintained around the 

property or around portions of the site where, in the determination of the 
Town Board, such fencing or barrier is necessary for the protection of the 
public, and shall be of a type approved by the Town Board. 

 
ii. All machinery and equipment used in the quarrying operation shall be 

constructed, maintained, and operated in such a manner as to minimize dust, 
noise, and vibration.  Access and haulage roads on the site shall be 
maintained in a manner to minimize dust by surfacing or treatment as 
directed by the Town Engineer. 

 
iii. The crushing, washing, refining, or other processing other than the initial 

removal of material, may be permitted as an accessory use only as 
specifically authorized under the terms of the grant of the permit or as 
otherwise provided in a Q-1 or M-2 district. 

 
iv. In stone quarries the production or manufacturing of veneer stone, sills, 

lintels, cut flagstone, hearthstones, paving stone, and similar architectural or 
structural stone, and the storing or stock-piling of such products on the site 
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shall be considered a permissible part of the operation, provided such 
production does not require the use of crushing or other heavy machinery, 
except as may be otherwise specifically authorized under the terms of the 
grant of the permit or as otherwise provided in a Q-1 or M-2 district. 

 
v. The manufacture of concrete building blocks or other similar blocks, the 

production or manufacture of lime products, the production of ready-mixed 
concrete and any similar production or manufacturing processes which 
might be related to the quarrying operation shall not be permitted, except as 
otherwise provided in a Q-1 or M-2 district. 

 
vi. The washing of sand and gravel shall be prohibited in any operation where 

the source of water is of doubtful capacity or where the quantity of water 
will, in the opinion of the Town Engineer, seriously affect the supply of 
other uses in the area. 

 
vi. The planting of trees and shrubs and other appropriate landscaping shall be 

provided where deemed necessary by the Plan Commission to screen the 
operation so far as practical from normal view, to enhance the general 
appearance from the public right-of-way, and generally to minimize the 
damaging effect of the operation on the beauty and character of the 
surrounding countryside.  Such planting shall be started as soon as 
practicable, but no later than one (1) year after quarrying operations have 
begun and shall be done according to the recommendations of the Town 
Plan Commission. 

 
viii. Quarrying operations shall not begin before the hour of 6:00 a.m. and shall 

not continue after the hour of 6:00 p.m. unless previously authorized by the 
Town Board, and no operation shall take place on Sundays or legal holidays. 
During periods of national or unusual emergency, times and hours of 
operation may be altered at the discretion of the Town Board and through 
the issuance of a special permit which shall be renewable at thirty (30) day 
intervals. 

 
G. Restorative requirements: 

 
In order to insure that the area of the quarrying operation is restored to a condition of 
practical usefulness and reasonable physical attractiveness, the owner or operator 
shall, prior to the issuance of a permit, submit to the Town Board a copy of a plan 
for such restoration that meets the requirements of NR 135 and any other applicable 
ordinances and that has been approved by the Waukesha County Land Resources 
Division who is the governing body responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the restoration plan. 

 
H. Exceptions: 

 
i. The provisions of this section, Section 4 (h) 25, shall not apply to the 

removal of sod. 
 

ii. When the operation is limited to the removal of topsoil, the Plan 
Commission may, consistent with the intent of these regulations, modify any 
or all of the provisions of this section, Section 4 (h) 25, provided, however, 
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that in no case shall such operation be permitted closer than ten (10) feet to 
any property line, or to a depth in excess of eighteen (18) inches, or so as to 
adversely affect the drainage of the area. 

 
iii. The provisions of this section, Section 4 (h) 25, shall not apply to an 

operation which is incident to a legitimate use of the premises; provided, 
however, where such operation involves the commercial disposal of the 
material removed, the approval of a conditional use by the Plan Commission 
in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, shall be required and 
such operation shall be limited to a maximum period of six (6) months. 

 
iv. In a Q-1 or M-2 district the Plan Commission may, consistent with the intent 

of these regulations, modify the provisions relative to permitted hours of 
operation; and where the character of terrain, of surrounding development, 
or other special conditions would justify such modification may permit a 
reduction in the required setbacks or offsets; provided, however that in no 
case shall the setback be less than one hundred (100) feet, or the offset be 
less than one hundred (100) feet for quarrying operations, or twenty (20) 
feet for any access road, parking area, or office building except as may be 
otherwise provided by Section 4 (h) 25 E. 

 
I. Application for existing operation: 

 
i. Permit:  Within sixty (60) days after the original adoption of this ordinance, 

all existing quarrying operations shall be required to register with the town 
clerk submitting pertinent data relative to the present operation, including 
the boundaries of the actual operation and of the ownership.  A conditional 
use permit and a quarrying permit shall be granted to such existing operation 
subject to compliance with the operational requirements, Section 4 (h) 25 F 
of this ordinance, where they can be reasonably applied under existing 
circumstances. 

 
ii. Plan for restoration:  A plan for restoration of any existing quarrying 

operation shall be submitted to the town and the county as provided by 
Section 4 (h) 25 G.  The plan for restoration shall comply with the 
requirements of NR 135. 

 
iii. Renewal permit:  Within three (3) years after the original adoption of this 

Ordinance any such existing operation shall be required to make application 
for a renewal permit the same as for application for renewal in the case of a 
new operation under this ordinance, except in a Q-1 or M-2 district. 

 
26. Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts (open to the general public), Taverns, Dance Halls, 

Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, and Similar Uses:  In B-1, B-2, B-3, and B-4 Business districts. 
Drive through restaurants require a conditional use in the B-P district.  In all cases, the 
following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. The minimum lot area shall be at least two (2) acres and at least two hundred (200) 

feet in minimum in average width. 
 
B. Off-street parking shall be provided within two hundred (200) feet of the building in 

which such use is occurring, and all parking, including access drives and aisles shall 
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be offset twenty (20) feet from any lot line of an adjacent property zoned 
agricultural or residential.  The number of spaces required shall be in accordance 
with the requirements contained in Section 3 (j), or as otherwise required by the 
Town Plan Commission. 

 
C. A planting screen of at least six (6) feet in initial height shall be provided between 

any abutting residential district and the proposed conditional use.  The Town Plan 
Commission may require additional screening.  A planting plan prepared by a 
Registered Landscape Architect shall be submitted to the Town for review and 
approval as a condition of approval. 

 
D. The proposed building shall be offset at least fifty (50) feet from any adjoining 

residential district and one hundred (100) feet from the high water mark of any lake 
or navigable body of water. 

 
27. Testing Laboratories (Experimental or Analytical):  Agricultural laboratory testing is 

allowed as a conditional use in the A-10 and A-5 zoning districts.  Medical, biological, food 
processing, and industrial design and manufacturing laboratory testing is allowed as a 
conditional use in the B-2, B-3, Q-1, M-1, and M-2 zoning districts. 

 
 In all cases, the following standards shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 

 
A. The minimum lot size shall be three (3) acres. 

 
B. The minimum offset for a building housing only testing facilities shall be fifty (50) 

feet where the zoning upon the adjoining lot permits residential use. 
 

C. Off-street parking shall be provided as required for office buildings and customer 
service establishments. 

 
D. Approvals of any other applicable state or federal agencies. 

 
28. Unspecified Conditional Uses.  Other uses or situations not specifically provided for in this 

conditional use section, that may be determined to be acceptable in the subject zoning 
district under the provisions of Section 3 (d) and in the judgment of the plan commission 
meet the intent of a conditional use as set forth in Section 4, may be allowed in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in Section 4. 

 
29. Communication Towers and related facilities.  In any district, except C-1 and EFD, and in all 

cases, the following requirements shall be met in order to grant a conditional use: 
 
This section provides the procedures and standards for issuance of Conditional Use Permits 
for the placement, construction, or modification of communication towers as defined in this 
ordinance. 
 
A. It is intended that Conditional Use Permits shall be issued under this section to 
accommodate the expansion of wireless communication technology while minimizing the 
number of tower sites through the requirement that permitted towers be placed or 
constructed so that they may be utilized for the collocation of antenna arrays to the extent 
technologically and economically feasible. 
 
B. No Conditional Use Permit for the placement or construction of a tower shall be 
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issued unless the applicant presents to the Town Plan Commission credible evidence 
establishing to a reasonable degree of certainty the following: 
 

i.  No existing communication tower is located within the area in which the 
applicant’s equipment must be located; or 
 
ii.  No existing communication tower within the area in which the applicant’s 
equipment must be located is of sufficient height to meet the applicant’s 
requirements and the deficiency in height cannot be remedied at a reasonable cost; 
or 
 
iii.  No existing communication tower within the area in which the applicant’s 
equipment must be located has sufficient structural strength to support the 
applicant’s equipment and the deficiency in structural strength cannot be remedied at 
a reasonable cost; or 
 
iv.  The applicant’s equipment would cause electromagnetic interference with 
equipment on the existing communication tower(s) within the area in which the 
applicant’s equipment must be located, or the equipment on the existing 
communication tower(s) would cause interference with the applicant’s equipment 
and the interference, from whatever source, cannot be eliminated at a reasonable 
cost; or 
 
v.  The fees, costs, or contractual provisions required by the owner in order to 
collocate on an existing communication tower are unreasonable relative to industry 
norms; or 
 
vi.  The applicant demonstrates that there are other factors that render existing 
communication towers unsuitable or unavailable and establishes that the public 
interest is best served by the placement or construction of a new communication 
tower. 

 
C. The cost of eliminating impediments to collocation shall be deemed reasonable if it 
does not exceed by 25 percent the cost of constructing a new tower on which to mount the 
applicant’s equipment. 
 
D. In the event the Plan Commission determines that it is necessary to consult with a 
third party in considering the factors listed in subsection (2) above, all reasonable costs and 
expenses associated with such consultation shall be borne by the applicant. Failure to pay 
such costs and expenses or provide information requested by the Plan Commission shall be 
grounds for denial or revocation of a Conditional Use Permit. The applicant may provide to 
the Plan Commission the names of consultants that the applicant believes are qualified to 
assist in resolving the issues by the Plan Commission, but the Town Engineer retains the 
authority to recommend the consultant to the Town. 
 
E.   In applying the standards and criteria set forth in the Conditional Use section to 
applications for Conditional Use Permits for the placement or construction of a 
communication tower, the Plan Commission shall, unless it is shown to be unreasonable, 
condition the grant of the permit upon the applicant placing or constructing the 
communication tower so as to accommodate, at a minimum height of 150 feet, the 
collocation of additional antenna arrays similar in size and function to that placed on the 
tower by the applicant. Collocation sites need not be available on the tower as initially 
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placed or constructed, provided that the tower will support at the specified minimum height 
the later addition of the required number of collocation sites. Notwithstanding the height and 
number of collocation sites on the tower as initially placed or constructed, the 
communication tower design approved and permitted under this ordinance shall be for a 
tower of 150 feet in height and shall include the required collocation sites. The holder of a 
permit under this section shall make the collocation sites required hereunder available for the 
placement of technologically compatible antenna arrays and equipment upon contractual 
provisions which are standard in the industry and at prevailing market rates allowing the 
permit holder to recoup the cost of providing the collocation sites and a fair return on 
investment. 
 
F.   Unless otherwise provided herein, a Conditional Use Permit is required for any 
modification of an existing communication tower that significantly alters the appearance or 
structural integrity of the tower.  The Plan Commission shall apply the standards under the 
Conditional Use section, when considering an application for a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow the modification of an existing communication tower. In addition, the Plan 
Commission shall consider the reasonableness, based on economic and technological 
feasibility, of conditioning the grant of the Conditional Use Permit upon modifying the 
tower. 
 
G.   Upon written inquiry by the Plan Commission the recipient of a Conditional Use 
Permit under this section shall have the burden of presenting credible evidence establishing 
to a reasonable certainty the continued compliance with all conditions placed upon the 
Conditional Use Permit. Failure to establish compliance with all conditions placed upon the 
Conditional Use Permit shall be grounds for revocation of the permit. In the event the Plan 
Commission determines that it is necessary to consult a third party to ascertain compliance 
with the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit, all reasonable costs and expenses 
associated with such consultation shall be borne by the holder of the subject Conditional Use 
Permit. Failure to pay such costs and expenses or provide information requested by the 
Commission shall be grounds for revocation of the permit. The holder of the subject 
Conditional Use Permit may provide to the Plan Commission the names of consultants that 
the permit holder believes are qualified to assist in resolving the issues by the Plan 
Commission. In any event, where a dispute arises under this ordinance involving an 
applicant for a Conditional Use Permit and the holder of a Conditional Use Permit 
hereunder, the Plan Commission may allocate consulting costs and expenses between the 
applicant and the permit holder. 
 
H.   A Conditional Use Permit shall not be required for collocation on an existing tower 
permitted under this section, provided the collocated antenna arrays or equipment is similar 
in size and function to that installed by the holder of the Conditional Use Permit for the 
tower, does not significantly alter the appearance or structural integrity of the tower 
approved and permitted under this section, and is fully in compliance with all conditions 
contained in the original Conditional Use Permit. However, approval of a structural report 
stamped by a Professional Structural Engineer, a revised Site Plan and Plan of Operation and 
a Building Permit are required.  The Town Engineer shall approve of the structural report.  
The holder of the Conditional Use Permit for any tower on which collocation occurs shall 
within 30 days of such collocation provide the Plan Commission with written notification of 
the identity of the co-locator and the nature of the equipment installed. Within 30 days of the 
date on which any collocated use ceases, the permit holder shall provide the Plan 
Commission with written notice of the cessation of such use. 
 
I.   The holder of a Conditional Use Permit for a tower and any user collocating under 
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this ordinance shall each be permitted to construct a building for use directly incidental and 
necessary to the use of the tower. Two or more users of the tower may each build a separate 
building or share a single building. Buildings constructed or used by tower co-locators shall 
be subject to conditions established for the Conditional Use Permit for the tower. 
 
J.   Conditional Use Permits issued hereunder shall identify the primary type or types of 
transmission equipment that is to be placed on the subject communication tower. Any 
communication tower on which the transmission equipment so identified is no longer placed 
or used for a continuous period of 12 months shall, upon notification by the Plan 
Commission, be removed by the property owner issued under this section. If the tower is not 
removed within 60 days of such notification, the Plan Commission may remove the tower at 
the expense of the property owner. 
 
K.   If required by the Town Attorney, upon approval or revised approval of the use, a 
Conditional Use Agreement in the form of a deed restriction shall be recorded in the 
Waukesha County Register of Deeds office and shall include all conditions of approval. 
 
L. A building permit is required for all towers, appurtenances, and cabinets. 
 
M. The intent of these regulations is not to prohibit communication towers that are 

otherwise allowed by the enactment of federal regulations governing the same. 
 
30. Outdoor Commercial Recreation Facilities/Uses.  This category includes facilities and uses 

listed as conditional uses in Section 4 (h) 10 of this ordinance and, without limitation 
because of enumeration, other uses open to the public such as amusement parks, water parks, 
batting cages, paintball ranges, laser tag ranges, orienteering, trampolines, racquet sports, 
athletic courts, stadiums, indoor/outdoor recreational facilities, etc. These types of uses may 
be allowed as conditional uses in the B-3, M-1, and M-2 zoning districts, subject to the 
regulations in Section 4 (h) 10 of this ordinance, and no such conditional use shall include 
the operation of a commercial facility such as a bar, restaurant, or arcade except as may be 
specifically authorized in the grant of a conditional use permit pursuant to Section 4 (h) 26. 

 
31. Outdoor storage and display.  In the B-4 and BP Districts subject to review and approval of 

plans as required.  In all other districts, unless otherwise stated, where outdoor storage and 
display is a permitted use, the use is subject to review and approval of plans as required, but 
is not subject to a conditional use. 

 
32. Drive through facilities.  In the BP District subject to review and approval of plans as 

required.  In all other districts where drive through facilities are a permitted use, the use is 
subject to review and approval of plans as required, but is not subject to a conditional use. 

 
33. Truck terminals of any size, warehousing, distribution centers, storage facilities for 

distributors, and mail-order centers over 50,000 square feet or with more than 5 overhead 
doors.  In the BP District subject to review and approval of plans as required.  In all other 
districts where the uses are permitted uses, the uses are subject to review and approval of 
plans as required, but are not subject to a conditional use. 

 
34. Factory Outlets and retail sales of products made onsite in the principal industrial operation. 

In the BP District subject to review and approval of plans as required.  In all other districts 
where the uses are permitted uses, the uses are subject to review and approval of plans as 
required, but are not subject to a conditional use. 
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35. General Sale of Industrial Products not listed as permitted uses in the BP District are subject 
to review and approval of plans as required.  In all other districts where the uses are 
permitted uses, the uses are subject to review and approval of plans as required, but are not 
subject to a conditional use. 

 
36. Self Service Storage (Mini-Warehouses):  In the B-3, Q-1, M-1, and M-2 Districts.  In all 

cases, in addition to satisfying the general requirements of Conditional Use submittals 
including, but not limited to, Sections 4(b) and 4(h), the following minimum requirements 
shall be met in order to grant the Conditional Use: 

 
A. The following is a summarized list of the required plans that must be submitted to the 

Town for review and approval by the Town Plan Commission for this use and are further 
detailed below. 
i. Landscape and Maintenance Plan 
ii. Screening, Berming, Wall, and Fencing Plan 
iii. Exterior Lighting Plan; Photometric Plan 
iv. State Approved Building Plans; Phasing Plan 
v. Architectural Plan 
vi. Parking, Circulation, and Maneuverability Plan 
vii. Stormwater and Erosion Control Plan; Site Grading/Drainage Plan 
viii. Signage Plan 
ix. Waste Disposal and Recycling Plan 
x. Outdoor Storage Plan 
 

B. The use must be located on a collector or arterial street as defined in this Ordinance.  In 
no case shall the use be located on a minor street as defined in this Ordinance.  
Addendum A Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon’s Land Division 
and Development Ordinance may be used by the Town Plan Commission in their review 
and approval of the overall Site Plan and development of the site in addition to the 
regulations contained in this Zoning Ordinance. 
 

C. The use, upon review and approval, must be served with adequate public services as 
approved by the appropriate utilities, and the use must be able to be adequately served 
by Town services such as police, fire, etc. 
 

D. The use must comply with the Town Comprehensive Development Plan and other 
adopted plans and be compatible, harmonious, and of general character and style with 
other properties in the area. 
 

E. Landscaping treatments are required to be implemented in order to address the aesthetics 
of the site and the relationship of the use to the Town as a whole.  A Landscape and 
Maintenance Plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the Town Plan 
Commission that treats the building foundation, parking area, and street frontage.  
Addendum A Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon’s Land Division 
and Development Ordinance may be used by the Town Plan Commission in their review 
and approval of the Landscape and Maintenance Plan in addition to the regulations 
contained in this Zoning Ordinance. 
 

F. A planting screen, berming, walls, and/or fencing, as required and approved, shall be 
implemented in order to address the aesthetics of the site and the relationship of the use 
to adjacent properties in the area.  A Screening, Berming, Wall, and Fencing Plan shall 
be submitted for review and approval by the Town Plan Commission. 
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G. Security measures and access control, as required and approved by the Town Plan 

Commission, shall be implemented in an effort to protect the site and reduce the 
potential for incident. 

 
H. An Exterior Lighting Plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the Town Plan 

Commission.  A Photometric Plan may also be required by the Town Plan Commission 
upon request for review and approval.  All lighting shall be directed downward and no 
lighting shall be directed onto adjacent properties or the roadways.  Addendum A 
Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon’s Land Division and 
Development Ordinance may be used by the Town Plan Commission in their review and 
approval of the Exterior Lighting Plan in addition to the regulations contained in this 
Zoning Ordinance. 

 
I. State Approved Building Plans, as required, shall be submitted for review and approval 

by the Town Plan Commission and the Town Building Inspector.  If phasing is 
proposed, a Phasing Plan shall also be submitted for review and approval by the Town 
Plan Commission.  Addendum A Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of 
Lisbon’s Land Division and Development Ordinance may be used by the Town Plan 
Commission in their review and approval of the Building Plans in addition to the 
regulations contained in this Zoning Ordinance and the Building Code. 

 
J. An Architectural Plan, with elevation renderings, interior floor plans, and illustrating the 

design and character of the proposed structure, shall be submitted for review and 
approval by the Town Plan Commission.  The Plan Commission may impose 
architectural standards as deemed appropriate including, but not limited to, building 
materials, building colors, roof pitch, height, architectural breaks, etc. in addition to the 
regulations contained in this Zoning Ordinance.  

 
K. A Parking, Circulation, and Maneuverability Plan shall be submitted to the Town Plan 

Commission for review and approval.  The Plan should include snow removal areas.  
Addendum A Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon’s Land Division 
and Development Ordinance may be used by the Town Plan Commission in their review 
and approval of the Parking, Circulation, and Maneuverability Plan in addition to the 
regulations contained in this Zoning Ordinance. 

 
L. A Stormwater and Erosion Control Plan in compliance with the Waukesha County 

Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Ordinance shall be submitted to the Town 
Plan Commission and Town Engineer for review and approval. 

 
M. A Signage Plan shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission for review and 

approval.  Addendum A Supplemental Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon’s Land 
Division and Development Ordinance, and the Town of Lisbon’s Sign Ordinance, may 
be used by the Town Plan Commission in their review and approval of the Signage Plan 
in addition to the regulations contained in this Zoning Ordinance. 

 
N. A Waste Disposal and Recycling Plan shall be submitted to the Town Plan Commission 

for review and approval.  All containers shall be enclosed with lids that remain closed at 
all times and all containers shall be totally concealed or screened from public view with 
fencing, walls, and/or landscaping/planting screens approved by the Town Plan 
Commission. 
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O. The Town Plan Commission may consider Outdoor Storage on a case-by-case basis.  If 
approved by the Town Plan Commission, an Outdoor Storage Plan shall be submitted for 
review and approval by the Town Plan Commission.  In no case shall there be any 
display or sale of items on the site. 

 
P. The Conditional Use shall be reviewed on an annual basis or upon complaint, at which 

time the Town Plan Commission may consider termination of the Conditional Use in 
accordance with Section 4(g) of this Ordinance. 

 
Q. There shall be no commercial business activity or office use, either retail or wholesale, 

operated within any mini-warehouse facility or unit or on the property, other than a 
facility manager’s office, if proposed on site; and there shall be absolutely no human 
habitation of any units in the form of a living unit.  Per the definition in Section 2(b), the 
units shall be for personal storage purposes only. 

 
R. Other requirements as deemed necessary by the Town Plan Commission upon review of 

each specific request. 
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SECTION 5 (Reserved) 
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SECTION 6 ZONING DISTRICTS 
 
(a) Establishment of zoning districts  

For the purpose of this ordinance, the Town is hereby divided into zoning districts, which shall be 
designated as follows: 

 
C-1 Conservancy/Wetland and Floodplain District 
EFD Existing Floodplain Development Overlay District 
UC Upland Corridor District 
PR Park and Recreation District 
AD-10 Agricultural Density 10-Acre District 
RD-5 Rural Residential Density 5-Acre District 
A-10 Agricultural District 
A-5 Mini Farm District 
A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District 
R-1 Suburban Single Family Residential District 
R-2 Single Family Residential District 
R-3 Two Family Residential District 
RM Multi-Family Residential District 
SFO Shoreland and Floodland Overlay District (denotes general areas of County zoning jurisdiction) 
P-I Public and Institutional District 
B-1 Restricted Business District 
B-2 Local Business District 
B-3 General Business District 
B-4 Commercial Special Use District (special planning district adjacent to the Village of Sussex) 
B-P Industrial/Business Park Special Use District (special planning district adjacent to the Village of 
Sussex) 
Q-1 Quarrying District 
M-1 Limited Industrial District 
M-2 General Industrial District 

 
(b) Zoning map 

1. Districts mapped:  The boundaries of the zoning districts are shown upon a map designated 
as the Zoning Map of the Town of Lisbon, which is made a part of this Ordinance and 
adopted by reference. In addition, the Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory Maps for 
Waukesha County, dated September 6, 1984, and subsequent amendments thereto, were 
utilized to assist in the preparation and identification of conservancy/wetlands identified on 
the zoning map and accordingly are made a part of this Ordinance and are adopted by 
reference. All the notations, references and other information shown on the map shall be as 
much a part of this Ordinance as if the matters and information set forth by said map were all 
fully described herein. Said map shall be kept on file in the office of the Town Clerk, and is 
periodically updated as amendments are made.  In addition, a copy of the County Shoreland 
and Floodland Protection Ordinance zoning maps shall also be kept on file in the office of 
the town for informational purposes. 

 
The existing floodplain development overlay district (EFD) is an overlay zoning district 
established to superimpose upon the conservancy zoning district regulatory standards or 
special regulations which will apply to the underlying zoning district where it is found that 
such land areas do contain existing development and are located within the floodplain as 
herein defined. The mapping of this district shall be established pursuant to the procedures 
set forth in Section 35, changes and amendments, of this ordinance. 

 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 6 136  

2. Determination of boundaries:  District boundaries shall be determined by measurement from, 
and as shown on, the official zoning map and in case of any questions as to the interpretation 
of such boundary lines, the Zoning Administrator shall interpret the map according to the 
reasonable intent of this ordinance. 

 
A. Unless otherwise specifically indicated or dimensioned on the zoning map, the 

district boundaries are normally lot lines; shorelines (such as lakes, ponds, etc.); 
section, quarter section or sixteenth section lines; or the centerline of streets, public 
ways, waterways (such as streams, rivers, canals, etc.), highways, railroad right of 
ways or alleys.  Distances not specifically indicated or dimensioned on the official 
Zoning Map shall be determined by the scale of the zoning map. 

 
B. The boundaries of Conservancy/Wetland District as drawn are intended to represent 

the edge of marsh lands, swamps, floodlands, wetlands, or the ordinary high water 
mark along streams or other watercourses, and where a question arises as to the 
exact location of those boundaries, they shall be determined by the DNR, ACOE, 
SEWRPC, FEMA, Waukesha County, or other agency as necessary through the 
utilization of the best available information such as topographic maps, soil maps, 
aerial photographs, infield botanical inventories, field determinations, floodplain 
studies, or other sources of information available which would lend assistance to 
such a determination and may be finally determined by actual conditions in each 
specific situation.  An appeal to this determination may be made in conformance 
with Section 34 of this Ordinance.  It is generally the intent of this Ordinance to 
place all lands subject to inundation by the 100-Year Floodplain in either the C-1 
District, or the EFD district if the areas are previously developed. 

 
 There may be areas where floodplains or wetlands have not been indicated or 

mapped by a C-1 district or other district and may not have been otherwise indicated 
as being located within a floodplain or wetland.  Where such situations exist, and the 
land may be subject to inundation by the 100-Year Flood and a hydraulic study has 
not been prepared, the maximum flood of record or other data which may be 
acceptable to the Department of Natural Resources shall be utilized in applying the 
floodland standards of this Ordinance until such time as a detailed hydrological 
study is prepared and reviewed and found to be adequate by the Department of 
Natural Resources or its designated agency, in which case the new floodland data 
will be used in the administration of this Ordinance.  In addition, the Town shall 
map these floodplain areas in appropriate zoning districts within six (6) months of 
the time the Department of Natural Resources has determined the acceptability of 
the data and said mapping shall be done pursuant to Section 35 of this Ordinance.  
Any changes or amendments in the mapped floodlands and made a part of this 
Ordinance shall be approved by the Department of Natural Resources in accordance 
with the procedure set forth in Section 35 of this Ordinance. 

 
If an area is found that has not been previously identified or mapped as a floodplain 
or a wetland and not as C-1, or a determination of navigability is made and a stream 
is subsequently found to be navigable, said stream and any shoreland, wetland, or 
floodplains as defined herein, shall immediately become subject to the provisions of 
this Ordinance.  If the 100-Year Floodplain and wetlands have not been determined, 
said area of approximate 100-Year Floodplain and wetlands shall be considered to 
be subject to the C-1 regulations of this Ordinance until a determination has been  
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made. The water quality related standards, setbacks, and requirements of this 
ordinance are in effect immediately upon a determination of navigability or 
identification of a shoreland/wetland or floodplain (i.e., setback, grading and land 
altering activities, vegetation removal, etc.). 

 
3. Amendments mapped:  The Town, or the designated map caretaker, shall update the official 

Zoning Map as soon as possible after the amendments are adopted by the Town Board.  
Upon entering any such amendment on the zoning map, the Town, or the designated map 
caretaker, shall change the date of the zoning map to indicate the latest revision.  New copies 
of the revised zoning map may then be printed and distributed.  The Town Clerk shall keep 
copies of the superseded zoning maps on file at the Town Hall for historical reference. 
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SECTION 7 C-1 CONSERVANCY WETLAND AND FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT 
 
(a) Designation 

This district shall include all non-shoreland conservancy areas as well as shoreland and floodland 
areas which include, but are not limited to, wetlands, marshlands, swamps and/or floodplains as 
defined in this Ordinance, as well as soils high in organic content or with high groundwater tables.  
In order to distinguish the shoreland/wetland within this district from other conservancy lands, the 
Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory Maps dated September 6, 1984 for Waukesha County, and 
subsequent amendments thereto, were utilized and are to be used for reference purposes.  In addition, 
the zoning district boundaries shall be determined as provided in Section 6 (b) of this Ordinance. 

 
All wetlands shown on the Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory Maps within shoreland and 
floodland areas as defined herein and other wetlands subsequently identified by the Town, Waukesha 
County, the Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of Natural Resources, or their designee, 
within the shoreland and floodland boundaries but not noted on the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory 
Maps, are subject to regulations contained in the C-1 District.  Said newly determined areas shall be 
noted on the Zoning Map as a C-1 designated area. 

 
In the case of any dispute regarding a boundary between any mapped shoreland/wetland or newly 
determined shoreland/wetland and any other non-wetland/conservancy designated land, the Zoning 
Administrator shall consult with the Department of Natural Resources and coordinate the appropriate 
onsite investigation to determine the exact boundary. 
 
If the Department of Natural Resources staff and the Army Corps of Engineers concur with the 
Town that a particular area was incorrectly mapped as a wetland or vice versa, the Town Building 
Inspector shall have the authority to immediately deny or grant a building permit in accordance with 
the regulations applicable to the correct zoning district designation as it may be modified by such 
field determination.  The zoning map shall be updated to reflect the change that has been made for 
future reference purposes.  Utilizing the procedures above, if the area is found to be not wetland and 
outside of a floodplain, and inappropriately mapped in a C-1 category, the Town shall have the 
authority to designate a district for the subject area consistent with the upland category which may 
exist adjacent to the site without necessity of a formal amendment process and shall note said 
changes on the zoning map. 

 
(b) Purpose and intent 

This district is intended to preserve and protect environmentally sensitive lands by limiting the uses 
and intensity of uses that may be placed upon them to maintain safe and healthful conditions, prevent 
water pollution, maintain and improve ground and surface water quality, reduce flood damage 
control storm water runoff, protect stream banks from erosion, protect groundwater recharge and 
discharge areas, protect fish spawning grounds and wildlife habitat, preserve shore cover and natural 
beauty, control building and development on soils which are generally not suitable for such uses and 
in said conservancy areas whenever possible, and protect the water based recreation resources of the 
Town. When development is permitted, it shall occur in a manner that minimizes adverse impacts 
upon the area in question.  These lands are often in a natural, relatively undisturbed state and shall 
include, but not be limited to, wetlands, marshlands, swamps, floodlands and areas up to the ordinary 
high water mark along streams or other navigable water, and previously farmed (converted) wetlands 
which would otherwise have been classified as conservancy lands due to inherent wet soil 
characteristics and the presence of natural vegetation indicative of wet soils. 
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(c) Use regulations 
1. Permitted uses: 

 
A. Harvesting of wild crops such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, berries, tree 

fruits, and tree seeds in a manner that is not injurious to the natural reproduction of 
such crops. 

 
B. Livestock Regulations 
 

i. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, existing pasturing and grazing 
of livestock, and the maintenance of existing fences is allowed, provided no 
filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating is done. 
 

ii. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, the new construction of fenced 
livestock enclosures is prohibited. 

 
iii. For lands that lie partially within a C-1 Conservancy District, as of the date 

of adoption of this ordinance, the C-1 zoned lands shall not be utilized in 
calculating livestock quantities on non C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands.  Any 
parcel of land allowing one (1) livestock equivalent or more shall contain a 
minimum of three (3) acres of non C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands. 

 
iv. All lands to be utilized for the keeping of livestock must be under the same 

ownership. 
 

v. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded 
subdivisions is allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned 
C-1 Conservancy District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
C. Sustained yield forestry and silviculture, provided that no filling, flooding, draining, 

dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavation is done.  Activities shall be designed and 
constructed to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural functions of the 
conservancy/wetland area.  Where such activities will take place on areas larger than 
five (5) acres in size, a forest management plan, prepared in cooperation with a state 
forester, shall be submitted to and approved by the plan commission prior to its 
implementation.  All remaining materials resulting from the permitted activities must be 
removed from the conservancy zoned lands after any temporary silvicultural activities 
are completed. 

 
D. The cultivation of agricultural crops, if cultivation can be accomplished without 

filling, flooding, or artificial drainage of any wetlands through ditching, tiling, 
dredging, or excavating except that flooding, dike and dam construction, and 
ditching shall be allowed for the purpose of growing and harvesting cranberries. 
These lands are often poorly suited for development while being particularly well 
suited for some types of agricultural use.   However, where ditching and drainage for 
agricultural purposes is to take place outside of a wetland but within the 
conservancy/wetland area, said work may be permitted subject to review and 
approval by the Town of Lisbon without the benefit of a conditional use permit.  
Cultivation shall be conducted so as to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural 
functions of any wetland area.  No new drainage systems will be permitted in 
wetlands within the conservancy/wetland zoned areas.  Sod farms will be allowed 
subject to review and approval of a conservation plan by the Town of Lisbon.  The 
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plan shall be prepared in accordance with good soil and water conservation practices 
promulgated in the USDA-NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. These uses shall not 
substantially disturb or impair the natural fauna, flora, topography, or water regimen. 

 
E. The maintenance and repair of existing agricultural drainage systems, including 

ditching, tiling, dredging, excavating, and filling necessary to maintain the level of 
drainage required to continue any existing agricultural use. This includes the filling 
attendant to the disposal of dredged spoil material adjacent to the drainage systems 
provided that dredged spoil is placed on existing spoil bands where possible, or 
immediately adjacent to the ditches, or removed from the conservancy/wetland area 
altogether. 

 
F. The construction or maintenance of private noncommercial piers, docks, or 

walkways built on pilings, including limited excavating and filling necessary for 
such construction and maintenance. 

 
G. Maintenance, repair, replacement, or reconstruction of existing town, county, and 

state streets, roads, highways, and bridges, including limited excavating and filling 
necessary for such maintenance, repair, replacement, or reconstruction. 

 
H. The establishment of public and private parks and recreation areas; wilderness or 

“walk in”, unimproved public boat access sites; natural and outdoor education areas; 
historic and scientific areas; wildlife refuges; game preserves; and wildlife habitat 
areas, provided that no filling is done and that no other improvements and/or 
construction occurs within said conservancy/wetland area. The owner or operator of 
any new private park, recreation or wildlife area to be located in a wetland area, 
shall be required to notify the Town of Lisbon of the proposed project before 
beginning any construction activities.  Ditching, excavating, dredging, dam and dike 
construction may be allowed in said areas for the purpose of improving wildlife 
habitat or to otherwise enhance wildlife values, but said activities shall only be 
approved after review and approval and issuance of a conditional use permit.  
Launching ramps, and hiking, cross-country skiing, and riding trails may be 
permitted but said ramps and trails may not include filling or other construction 
activity within wetlands and shall not impact the storage or flow of surface water 
and/or flood water.  Said filling and construction activity outside of the wetland, but 
which may be located within a conservancy/wetland zoning district, will be subject 
to conditional use procedures contained herein.   

 
I. The construction and maintenance of electric, gas, telephone, water, and sewer 

transmission and distribution facilities, by public utilities and cooperative 
associations organized for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, power, 
or water to their members, and the construction or maintenance of railroad lines 
provided that: 

 
i. The transmission and distribution facilities and railroad lines cannot, as a 

practical matter, be located outside the wetland. 
 
ii. Such construction or maintenance is done in a manner designated to 

minimize adverse impact upon the natural functions of the wetland. Major 
electrical generative facilities and high voltage transmission lines that have 
obtained a certificate of public convenience and necessity under Section 
196.491, Wisconsin Statutes, are not subject to the requirements of this 
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ordinance. 
 

J. The construction or maintenance of nonresidential buildings provided that the 
building is essential for, and used solely in conjunction with, the raising of 
waterfowl, minnows, or other wetland or aquatic animals, or fish, collectively 
referred to as aquaculture, or some other use permitted in the conservancy/wetland 
district.  Wherever possible, said buildings shall be located outside of the wetland, 
and such building may not be used for human habitation and shall not exceed five 
hundred (500) square feet in floor area.  Limited filling and excavating necessary to 
provide structural support for the building is permitted. Where the use is intended 
for commercial purposes, said use and buildings shall be subject to the provisions of 
Section 4 (h) 9.  Any structures within floodlands must conform to Section 3 (c) 6 A 
of this Ordinance. 

 
K. Hunting, fishing, and trapping, unless prohibited by other ordinances or laws. 
 
L. Swimming and boating, unless prohibited by other ordinances or laws. 
 
M. Storm Water Management facilities after review and approval by all governing 

bodies.  Wherever possible, said facilities shall be located outside of the wetland. 
 
N. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except poultry/fowl are not 

allowed in recorded subdivisions on lots less three (3) acres. 
 

2. Prohibited Uses: 
A. Any use not permitted above is considered to be prohibited unless the area is 

rezoned to another appropriate district in accordance with the provisions contained 
in this ordinance. 

 
D. Filling of marshlands, removal of topsoil or peat, dams and hydroelectric power 

stations, or the damming or relocating of any watercourse shall not be permitted 
except with approval of the Town Plan Commission in accordance with Section 4 of 
this ordinance. 

 
C. Signs. 
 

3. Area Regulations: 
There are no specific minimum lot size or minimum average lot width requirements 
although conservancy/wetland zoned lands that lie within a larger parcel or tract of 
land, the remainder of which is zoned in any other district, shall have a minimum 
area requirement of that non-conservancy district.
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SECTION 8 EFD EXISTING FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and intent 

The purpose and intent of this district is to provide for the continued use of improved properties that 
lie within the floodplain and which are considered prohibited structures in Section 3 (c) 6 A.  With 
the preparation of new floodplain data where such information was previously not available for 
many reaches of the various waterways in the Town of Lisbon, it is becoming more apparent that 
some development lies within the floodplains that may not have been previously recognized as 
floodplain.  Accordingly, it is recognized that these improvements represent uses and structures of 
property owners. Therefore, the intent of this section is to recognize the existing uses and structures 
and regulate them in accordance with sound floodplain management practices while protecting the 
overall water quality of the river system. 

 
It is further the intent of these provisions to regulate and diminish the proliferation of non-
conforming structures and uses in floodplain areas and to regulate the reconstruction, remodeling, 
conversion, and repair of said non-conforming structures with the overall intent of lessening the 
public responsibilities attendant to the continued and expanded development of land and structures 
which are inherently incompatible with natural floodplains and to lessen the potential danger to life, 
safety, health, and welfare of persons whose lands are subject to the hazards of floods. 

 
The provisions for this overlay district shall apply to all floodplains where specifically mapped, and 
where structures are in existence as of the date of adoption of this ordinance by the Town Board, 
based upon available flood data.  As more detailed hydrologic and flood data becomes available and 
floodways and floodplains are more definitively identified, such portions of land areas where 
structures exist may be placed into this overlay district subject to the amendment procedures as set 
forth in Section 35 of this ordinance. 

 
The degree of flood protection intended to be provided by this ordinance is considered reasonable for 
regulatory purposes and is based on engineering and scientific methods of study. Larger floods may 
occur on rare occasions, or the flood height may be increased by man-made or natural causes, such 
as ice jams and bridge openings restricted by debris. This ordinance does not imply that areas outside 
the 100-year recurrence interval floodplain or land uses permitted within such areas will always be 
totally free from flooding or flood damages, nor shall this ordinance create a liability on the part of, 
or a cause of action against, the Town of Lisbon or any officer or employee thereof for any flood 
damage that may result from reliance on this ordinance. 

 
(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Any use as permitted in the C-1 Conservancy District, except that no buildings, fill, 
drainage, or dredging of shorelands/wetlands as identified on the Final Wisconsin Wetlands 
Inventory Maps may be allowed except as may be allowed under Section 7 (c) of this 
Ordinance. 

 
2. Additional Livestock Regulations 

 
i. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, existing pasturing and grazing 

of livestock, and the maintenance of existing fences is allowed, provided no 
filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating is done. 
 

ii. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, the new construction of fenced 
livestock enclosures is prohibited. 

 
iii. For lands that lie partially within an EFD Zoning District, as of the date of 
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adoption of this ordinance, the EFD zoned lands shall not be utilized in 
calculating livestock quantities on non C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands.  Any 
parcel of land allowing one (1) livestock equivalent or more shall contain a 
minimum of three (3) acres of non C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands. 

 
iv. All lands to be utilized for the keeping of livestock must be under the same 

ownership. 
 

v. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded 
subdivisions is allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned 
C-1 Conservancy District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
3. Accessory uses within buildings normally associated with permitted agricultural operations 

including single-family dwellings and shelters for housing animals, except that no new 
structures shall be located in a floodplain or upon lands not suited due to soil limitations (any 
structures within floodlands must conform to Section 3 (c) 6A of this Ordinance.). 

 
4. Nurseries and greenhouses.  Retail sales of such produce is limited to that which is produced 

by the farm operator, and such retail sales are subject to the approval of a Site Plan and Plan 
of Operation as required in this ordinance. 

 
5. Temporary roadside stands. 

 
6. Signs not to exceed forty (40) feet in area displaying the name of the farm or farm 

organization.  Signs shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of 
Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
7. Structures and uses, including principal as well as accessory uses and structures existing as 

of the date of adoption of this ordinance, subject to compliance with the following: 
 

A. In the event of the damage, including fire, wind, or other natural causes, to any such 
existing structures, the valuation of which to repair such damage would exceed 50% 
of its assessed value (as computed over the life of the structure and including past 
improvements) said structure may be reconstructed, remodeled, repaired, or rebuilt if 
the following standards are met: 

 
i. The structure is not located in a floodway as defined in this ordinance. 

 
ii. The first floor of the structure shall be placed at or above the flood 

protection elevation and reconstruction may occur on the same foundation 
or newly constructed foundation which represents no greater an 
encroachment or extension of the previously existing structure other than 
vertically.  Said foundation shall be floodproofed and certified as set forth 
herein.  Fill shall be used to elevate the first floor so as to meet the above. 
The fill shall not be less than one (1) foot below the flood protection 
elevation for the particular area and the fill shall extend at such elevation at 
least fifteen (15) feet beyond the limits of the structure. Where such distance 
cannot be achieved because of lot lines or other similar constraints, said fill 
elevation shall extend as far as is practicable resulting in no slope conditions 
at its terminus which may adversely affect surface water drainage on 
adjacent properties. In addition, where the fifteen (15) feet of fill cannot be 
achieved as set forth above, the structures shall be floodproofed to the flood 
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protection elevation in accordance with the methods set forth herein and 
shall be certified as such by an architect or professional engineer registered 
in the State of Wisconsin.  Other methods may be used, as long as they are 
certified as set forth above, which are designed to the flood protection 
elevation for the particular area in question.  All floodproofing measures 
shall at a minimum provide anchorage to resist flotation and lateral 
movement, and shall insure that the structural walls and floors are 
watertight. In order to insure that adequate measures are taken, the applicant 
shall submit a plan or document certified, as required above, that the 
floodproofing measures are adequately designed to protect the property to 
the flood protection elevation, as defined in this ordinance, for the subject 
area. 

 
iii. There shall be dry land access to all structures affected by these regulations, 

dry land access to be considered contiguous lands outside or above the 
floodplain elevation where the depth and duration of floodwaters do not 
adversely affect rescue and relief operations during flood. Normally, an 
inundation of not more than one (1) foot of water above the roadways is 
considered adequate to meet the intent of this requirement. 

 
iv. All onsite waste disposal systems and private wells shall be floodproofed to 

the flood protection elevation and shall conform with the provisions of the 
Waukesha County Sanitary Code and/or Wisconsin Administrative Codes 
where applicable to such facilities. 

 
v. The basement or crawl space shall be at or above the floodplain elevation 

unless a community wide exemption allowing floodproofing of basements 
has been granted by the Federal Insurance Administration (FIA) of the 
Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA). Heating and 
electrical equipment shall be at or above the flood protection elevation. 

 
vi. A structure may be reconstructed or rebuilt which has less than the 

minimum floor area and open space requirements set forth in the R-2 
Residential District.  If a larger floor area than previously existed is desired 
or the previous floor area ratio exceeded the R-2 Residential District 
requirements, reconstruction or enlargement (vertically only) may not 
exceed the floor area ratio requirements set forth in the R-2 Residential 
District. The offset and setback requirements of the R-2 Residential District 
shall apply. 

 
vii. Where more than one (1) principal building, as defined in Section 2 (b) of 

this Ordinance, exists on a single property, and one (1) or more of said 
buildings is destroyed or damaged beyond fifty (50) percent of their 
assessed value as heretofore set forth, the reconstruction, rebuilding, or 
repair of one (1) such building would be allowed, but only if all other 
principal buildings were removed from the property. Where only one (1) 
principal building on a property exists, and is destroyed or damaged beyond 
fifty (50) percent of their assessed value as heretofore set forth, the 
reconstruction, rebuilding, or repair of that building would be allowed.  The 
intent of this provision is to allow for the reasonable use of the developed 
floodplain lands but not to the degree of intensity which may have existed 
prior, and so that the intensity of use of floodplain lands will be diminished. 
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B. Where a structure lies within the floodplain but outside of the floodway, no 
modification or addition to such structure shall be permitted unless it conforms with 
the following standards: (For the purpose of this section, the words "modification" 
and "addition" shall include, but not be limited to, any structural alteration, addition, 
modification, reconstruction, rebuilding, or lateral enlargement of any such existing 
structure, principal or accessory.  Modification shall also refer to the conversion of 
various living spaces or other floor areas into space for living purposes such as 
converting a part of a living room into a bedroom or bathroom regardless of whether 
such changes require structural alteration to the basic structures. Ordinary 
maintenance repairs, including painting, decorating, paneling, exact replacement of 
doors, windows, and other non-structural components, shall not be subject to these 
provisions.) 
i. The modification or addition to a structure may not decrease floodwater 

conveyance or storage capacities. Said modification or addition to a 
structure shall not extend laterally from the structure so as to extend into the 
floodplain but may be allowed to go above existing floors of the structure. A 
carport, accessory to the existing principal use, may be permitted on existing 
grades, which does not decrease the flood storage or conveyance capacity of 
the floodplain as long as it is not enclosed on more than two of its sides. It 
shall, however, meet all other offset, setback, and floor area ratio 
requirements.  A garage, boathouse, and accessory structure may be 
permitted accessory to the existing principal use.  However, new boathouses 
are not allowed in the Town of Lisbon.  When a garage is attached, the floor 
shall be at or above the flood protection elevation, and when detached shall 
be at least one (1) foot above the floodplain elevation as defined herein, and 
in all other respects shall meet the fill requirements set forth in Section 3 (c) 
6 A i d, locational and floor area ratio criteria of this ordinance. 

 
ii. Floor area ratio requirements of the R-2 Residential District may not be 

exceeded although minimum floor area requirements are not required to be 
met.  Minimum offsets and setbacks shall be required to be met. 

 
iii. The provisions of subsection 8 (b) 2 A ii, iii, v, and vi, shall be complied 

with.  Only one (1) principal structure on a lot will be allowed to be 
modified or altered in accordance with the intent of subsection A vii. above. 

 
iv. The provisions of subsection 8 (b) 2 A iv shall be complied with. Where a 

modification or addition requires a larger waste disposal system than what 
exists (ie, additional bedrooms), it shall be demonstrated to the zoning 
administrator that a new or expanded waste disposal system can be 
provided, and a County sanitary permit granted meeting the requirements of 
the Waukesha County Sanitary Code and the Wisconsin Administrative 
Code, where applicable, prior to the issuance of a building permit for such 
alterations to the structure.  Such new, improved, or enlarged waste disposal 
system shall be required to be installed concurrently with the construction or 
prior to an occupancy permit being issued for the altered structure. 
 
The intent of this provision is to allow only those additions and 
modifications that can be accommodated with an onsite waste disposal 
system, and that will comply with contemporary standards for waste 
disposal which will result in improved systems that will be adequately 
protected from flooding and will accommodate said structures and their 
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improvements. 
 

C. Conversions of residences from seasonal use to year round use will not be allowed 
unless all of the conditions set forth in Section 8 (b) 2 B above are met. Conversions 
of this nature will require a building permit and inspections to determine 
conformance with the above-cited sections. 

 
D. The provisions set forth above and related to reconstruction, rebuilding, 

modification, remodeling, and additions, shall conform with all other requirements 
and provisions of this Ordinance, except as may be allowed to be modified as set 
forth in Section 8 of this Ordinance. 

 
E. Lateral extension of buildings, or other exceptions, which may be prohibited above, 

may be allowed only with approval by the Town of Lisbon Board of Appeals in 
accordance with the procedures established in Section 34 of this Ordinance. The 
Board of Appeals, in granting said lateral extension, shall determine whether the 
spirit and intent of the ordinance will be upheld by granting said variance from the 
provisions regulating the continued or intensified use of lands which are located in 
floodplains, and whether the public health, safety, and welfare will be in any way 
jeopardized through the granting of said variance. 

 
F. In the administration of the above standards, it is required that the various standards 

set forth above shall be subject to review and approval by the Town Building 
Inspector upon submittal of appropriate data and information necessary to determine 
compliance with the above regulations. 

 
8. The keeping of poultry/fowl  is permitted on any lot except poultry/fowl are not 

allowed in recorded subdivisions on lots less three (3) acres.
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SECTION 9 UC UPLAND CORRIDOR DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

Upland Corridor District, as mapped or intended to be mapped, includes non-wetland/non-floodplain 
primary or secondary environmental corridors as defined herein, and is intended to be used to 
preserve, protect, enhance, and restore significant woodlands, native plant communities, upland 
wildlife habitat areas, scenic overlooks, slopes exceeding 12%, and upland wooded areas, while also 
affording an opportunity to use the site for the limited residential purposes, in concert with the goals 
and intent of the Town of Lisbon Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, which suggests 
that residential densities in such areas not exceed one unit per five acres for all parcels which lie 
entirely within the upland corridor.  Where questions arise as to the exact location or boundary of an 
environmental corridor, the extent and location of such corridors shall be finally determined by 
infield investigation by the SEWRPC. 

 
(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Any uses permitted in C-1 Conservancy/Wetland District, except the cultivation of 
agricultural crops or the harvesting of wild crops.  Sustained yield forestry and silviculture 
are permitted in accordance with the C-1 Conservancy/Wetland District.  Whenever 
possible, storm water management facilities, pasturing, and grazing shall be located outside 
of the upland corridor. 

 
Additional Livestock Regulations 
 
i. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, the maintenance of existing fences is 

permitted in the UC District. 
 

ii. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, the new construction of fenced 
livestock enclosures is prohibited. 

 
iii. For lands that lie partially within a UC Zoning District, as of the date of adoption of 

this ordinance, the UC zoned lands shall not be utilized in calculating livestock 
quantities on non C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands.  Any parcel of land allowing one 
(1) livestock equivalent or more shall contain a minimum of three (3) acres of non 
C-1, EFD, or UC zoned lands. 

 
iv. All lands to be utilized for the keeping of livestock must be under the same 

ownership. 
 

v. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded subdivisions is 
allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned C-1 Conservancy 
District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
2. Single family dwelling with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 

 
3. Private garages, when located on the same lot, and not involving the conduct of a business; 

provided, however, that no private garage shall be erected unless that principal building to 
which such garage is an accessory use has been erected or is to be erected simultaneously 
with said garage. 

 
4. A sign in accordance with Section 15 (b) 7. 
 
5. Hobby kennel in accordance with Section 15 (b) 8. 
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6. Family home day care. 
 
7. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except poultry/fowl are not allowed in 

recorded subdivisions on lots less three (3) acres.   
 

(c) Prohibited Uses 
1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
2. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios. 
3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
5. Commercial Truck Parking 
6. Limited Family Business 
7. Private Clubs and Resorts 
8. Bed and  Breakfasts 
9. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
10. Contractors yards 
11. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 
 1. In law units, except in a planned unit development 
 2. Single family residential planned unit development only – five acre density 
 3. Communication Towers 
 
(e) Building Location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Thirty-five (35) feet minimum. 
 
3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height Regulations 

1. Principal Building: Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory Building: 

 
A.  Farm: Sixty (60) feet maximum. 

 
B. Other: Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 
 

(g) Area Regulations 
1. Floor Area: Minimum Required: 
 

A. First floor:  One thousand  (1,000) square feet. 
 

B. Total:  Sixteen hundred (1,600) square feet. 
 

2. Lot size 
 
A. Minimum area:  Five (5) acre density, two (2) acre lot size.  The overall density of 

parcels lying entirely within the upland corridor shall be not less than one dwelling 
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unit per five (5) acres of corridor area, with no lot area being less than two (2) acres 
in size.  On parcels which contain area outside of the upland corridor or partially 
within the upland corridor and in a zoning category requiring less than a five (5) acre 
lot, the five (5) acre density requirement shall not apply and the lot can be the size 
required for that adjacent zoning category as long as any land altering activity and/or 
building envelopes are located outside of the corridor area and appropriately 
restricted as such on the face of the Certified Survey Map, Subdivision Plat, or other 
appropriate document, and recorded in the office of the Waukesha County Register 
of Deeds office. The overall goal of this requirement is to obtain a maximum density 
of building activity within the upland corridor of not more than one (1) dwelling unit 
for each five (5) acres of upland corridor lands. 

 
B. For that portion of lands which is not zoned UC, but which lies within a larger parcel 

or tract of land partially zoned UC, those non UC zoned lands shall meet the 
minimum lot size required in the non UC zoning district. 

 
C. There are no minimum average lot width requirements for the Upland Corridor 

District. 
 

3. Preservation of Open Space 
 

A. For parcels lying entirely within an upland corridor, no open space regulation shall 
apply.  However, the areas of disturbance (all land altering activities and vegetative 
removal including building sites, septic areas, and driveway and parking areas) shall 
be no more than 15% of five (5) acres (32,670 square feet) in the upland corridor, no 
matter the size of the lot. 

 
B. For parcels that lie partially within and partially outside of the upland corridor, the 

area of disturbance shall be limited to that area outside of the upland corridor unless 
otherwise permitted by a building envelope on the certified survey map, subdivision 
plat, or other document recorded in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds office. 
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SECTION 10 PR PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and intent 

The Park and Recreation District is intended to provide for areas where the active and passive 
recreational needs, both public and private, of the Town residents can be met without undue 
disturbance of natural resources and adjacent uses.  When applied to privately-owned 
recreational lands, this district is intended to avoid the conversion of such lands to other urban 
uses without adequate public review and approval. The district should be used for areas 
designated as parks on the adopted Town Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan or 
component or subsequent amendment thereto. 

If a proposed park and recreation site does not comply with the Town’s Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, the Town shall carefully assess the proposal's impact on 
the environment, traffic, Town services, sewer use, water use, and surrounding properties prior 
to taking action. 

All permitted and conditional uses proposed in this district shall be subject to review and 
approval of a site plan and plan of operation by the Town Plan Commission. 

(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Forest reserves for wildlife refuges and wilderness areas. 

2. Flood control retention/detention areas. 

3. Sledding/tobogganing without lights. 

4. Biking, hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing trails. 

5. Horseback riding trails. 

6. Passive open space uses. 

7. Picnicking areas. 

8. Playgrounds without lights. 

9. Existing residences. 

10. All other municipally owned and operated recreational facilities/uses and parks 
not subject to a conditional use as listed below in Section 10 (e). 

(c) Permitted Accessory Uses 

1. Buildings and structures used in conjunction with the operation of a permitted 
use. 

2. Signs displaying the name of the site or facility provided they are no greater than 
fifty (50) square feet in area.  Signs shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, 
Signs, of the General Code of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

3.  Parking in accordance with Section 3 (j). 

4. Satellite dishes or other communication equipment apparatus. 

5. Temporary Uses:  Lands and buildings within the district may be used on a 
temporary basis for private and/or commercial uses not more than 1 week in 
duration. Such uses might consist of carnivals, rental of said buildings for 
private gatherings, use of buildings for temporary commercial displays, trade 
fairs or similar functions for the purpose of fundraising, or other special and 
unique events in conjunction with the permitted use.  The town board must grant 
approval for such temporary uses and such approval is subject to any conditions 
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that may be imposed. 

6. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan 
and Plan of Operation by the Town Plan Commission. 

7. Parking and Driveway Setback and Offset 

A. A minimum parking and driveway setback of twenty-five (25) feet from 
the base setback line shall be required (other than at the intersection of 
the driveway and the road right-of-way). 

B. A minimum parking and driveway offset of not less than twenty (20) 
feet from a side or rear lot line shall be required. 

(d) Prohibited Uses 

1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
2. Limited Family Businesses 
3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Commercial Truck Parking 
5. Private Clubs and Resorts 
6. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
7. New residential uses 
8. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
9. The keeping of livestock and poultry/fowl. 

(e) Conditional Uses 

Conditional uses as provided below and in Sections 4 (h) 17, 24, and 29.  Lands zoned 
Park and Recreation may be included as park and recreation lands in planned unit 
developments in accordance with Section 4 (h) 21 of this ordinance. 

1. Public and private noncommercial play fields or athletic fields (soccer, baseball, 
softball, etc.) with lights. 

2. Skating rinks and ice hockey arenas with lights. 

3. Downhill skiing and snowboarding with lights. 

4. Playgrounds with lights. 

5. Golf courses and related facilities. 

6. Swimming beaches. 

7. Recreation Centers. 

8. Nature Centers. 

9. Tennis courts with lights. 

10. Group or organized camps, campgrounds. 

11. Art exhibits and fairs. 

12. Boat rentals, boat liveries, and boat access sites. 

13. Outdoor amphitheaters. 

14. Golf driving ranges and miniature golf courses with lights. 

15. Skateboard parks. 

16. Sand volleyball courts with lights. 

17. Outdoor basketball courts with lights. 
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18. Sledding/tobogganing with lights. 

19. Other indoor and outdoor recreational facilities and uses similar to the above. 

(f) Building Location 

1. A minimum building setback of not less than fifty (50) feet from the base 
setback line shall be required. 

2. A minimum building offset of not less than fifty (50) feet from a side or rear lot 
line shall be required. 

3. A minimum building shore setback of not less than seventy-five (75) feet shall 
be required. 

(g) Height Regulations:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure.  No accessory building shall exceed thirty-five (35) 
feet in height. 

(h) Area Regulations:  Lots in the PR Park and Recreation District shall provide sufficient area for 
the principal structure and any accessory structures, off-street parking and loading areas, and all 
required offsets and setbacks.  The Town Plan Commission shall determine the minimum lot 
size, minimum average width, maximum floor area ratio, and open space required in each 
specific case. 
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SECTION 11 AD-10 AGRICULTURAL DENSITY 10-ACRE DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and intent 

1. The purpose and intent of this zoning district is to allow the development of land at densities 
not greater than one (1) unit for each ten (10) acres, in order to protect and encourage the 
preservation of the rural character of the town, environmentally sensitive areas, and open 
spaces; provide for some marketability of such lands; and encourage more economical use of 
lands suited to limited and controlled residential development by permitting more intensive 
use of such lands without changing the overall rural character of the town or the population 
density of the town as set forth in the adopted Town of Lisbon Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan. 
 
A. Preservation of Rural Character:  The purpose and intent of this density transfer 

technique is to transfer residential density opportunities to promote the preservation 
of the rural character of the town by encouraging farm fields, pastures, orchards, and 
natural open spaces to be retained, either as common open spaces, or as part of a 
farm operation.  Land determined to meet this criteria by the Town Plan 
Commission through the town’s development process shall be termed "agricultural 
preserved land”, and shall be designated as such on any development plan submitted 
to the town. 

 
B. To achieve the optimum residential environment while recognizing the rural 

character of the Town.  The density transfer technique is designed to permit variable 
lot sizes in the utilization of the most desirable terrain for housing sites while 
encouraging preservation of the agricultural lands determined to be most worthy of 
such preservation by the Town Plan Commission. 

 
C. This district encourages the transfer of residential development rights from one area 

of a parcel to another, and from one tract of land to another in the same 
development, thereby allowing an increase in the density of development on suitable 
lands for development in exchange for establishing the preservation of the lands 
designated as "agricultural preserved lands". 

 
D. The transfer of development rights may only take place between the RD-5 and the 

AD-10 districts in the same development.  No lands zoned C-1 Conservancy/ 
Wetland may be counted toward the overall density to be provided for the receiving 
land. 

 
(b) Principals and Guidelines for the Review of the Proposed Development  

Where a development is to occur involving the transfer of development rights and establishment of  
"agricultural preserved lands", approval by the Town Plan Commission shall be required.  The 
development proposed shall conform to the following standards: 

 
1. The shape and arrangement of the “agricultural preserved lands” designated for agricultural 

use, should be consistent with practical requirements for an agricultural activity, and be of 
justifiable value for farm use, or as a contribution to the goal of preserving the rural 
environmental character.  Mature vegetation shall not be removed. 

 
2. The “agricultural preserved lands” shall be retained in accordance with one of the following 

methods: 
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A. Development would occur at the allowable densities with the larger, buildable 
parcels having the building site outside of the open “agricultural preserved lands” 
(transferring lands, preserved lands), which could be owned and retained by the 
party transferring the rights, if desired, and which would be, in any case, protected 
through a deed restriction or covenants recorded in the Waukesha County Register 
of Deeds office so noting that the development rights have been utilized for that part 
of the subject lands (e.g., has no development rights).  No additional development 
rights would accrue to that site. 

 
B. All lot owners within the developed area for which the “agricultural preserved 

lands” are protected could own an undividable interest in said “agricultural 
preserved lands” (the large open space area where the development rights have been 
transferred). 
 

C. The “agricultural preserved lands”, when noted on the County’s adopted Park and 
Open Space Plan which is referenced in the Town of Lisbon’s Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, may be retained in public ownership. 

 
D. The landowner and/or his/her heirs and assigns who sold the development rights 

could retain those lands with the original farmstead; however, no development rights 
of that parcel beyond those available under this provision would be allowed to be 
transferred. 

 
3. On a parcel that is zoned AD-10, the development density shall not exceed ten (10) acres for 

each dwelling unit. 
 

4. In order to encourage development in areas designated for residential growth on the adopted 
Town of Lisbon Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, development rights may 
be transferred from this zoning district  (AD-10) to an RD-5 district in the same development 
at a rate of 1 dwelling unit per ten (10) acres. 

 
5. Access to Town and County Roads:  In order to preserve the rural character as well as the 

efficiency and safety of existing road systems, the inappropriate development of lots strung 
out along such roads with individual driveway accesses from each lot will be minimized.  
The purpose and intent of this provision is to control the density and encourage grouping of 
lots on an interior street, which will then access the existing road system. 

 
6. For the purpose of transferring residential development rights, the petitioner shall provide 

documentation at the time of submittal of the preliminary plat indicating that he or she is an 
owner of the subject property or has the authority under the terms of a written contract 
(Offer to Purchase), to make commitments on the transferring land. 

 
7. No building intended in whole or part for residential use shall be erected or relocated unless 

the lot on which it is located meets the required density factor, or has allocated to it, through 
the density transfer program, sufficient additional “agricultural preserved lands” to meet the 
required density factor for the district in which it is located.  Where "transferred lands" are to 
be established, no C-1 zoned lands can be used.  Where the total area, or the prorated factor 
involved, includes more than one zoning district, the density factor, as calculated using the 
entire project, shall apply.  In any such case involving the establishment of "agricultural 
preserved lands", approval by the Town Plan Commission shall be required, pursuant to the 
purpose and intent and development standards set forth in this zoning district. 
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8. Any land claimed, in addition to the actual described residential lots, for credit toward 
meeting the density factor requirement, shall have its status permanently established and 
guaranteed, either by dedication to the public, or by appropriate covenants running with the 
lands, through the conveyance of agricultural easements.  Such covenants and easements 
shall be recorded in the office of the Waukesha County Register of Deeds and shall restrict 
the property against any development or use, except as is consistent with its “preservation as 
agricultural land” or as a form of common open space.  The “preserved agricultural land” 
status of any parcel shall be indicated on the official zoning map for the Town of Lisbon. 

 
9. In addition to requiring an appropriate open space or agricultural easement on the 

transferring lands in favor of the town, covenants shall be placed in the title of each dwelling 
unit, giving the owner enforceable rights to prevent the future development of the 
transferring lands. 

 
10. Where the density calculation results in a fraction of .50 or greater, the density may be 

"rounded up" to the next whole number.  Where the density calculation results in a fraction 
of .49 or less, the density may not be “rounded up” to the next whole number. 

 
11. Relationship of Development to Agricultural Area:  Consideration shall be given as to 

whether the development plans for roads, building sites, and "agricultural preserved lands" is 
based upon the careful consideration of the most appropriate relationship to the existing 
terrain conditions; suitable capacity for onsite sewage disposal systems; provisions for storm 
water drainage and retention; the potential impact upon surrounding areas; and the size, 
location, and the agricultural viability of the “agricultural lands being preserved”. 

 
12. The portion of a tract of land from which development rights are transferred is hereby 

termed the "transferring land", and the tract to which the additional dwelling unit 
development potential is added is termed the "receiving land". 

 
13. This zoning category is designed to control the intensity of use in relationship to the natural, 

physical, and ecological characteristics of the land, to implement the Town’s Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, allow development where soils can accommodate 
sewage disposal systems, discourage intense development where there is an inability to 
provide appropriate municipal services, basic economic factors, and achievement of the 
desirable residential and environmental character, and preserve agricultural areas. 

 
14. The density factor is expressed in terms of the amount of gross land area required for each 

dwelling unit.  Such gross area includes the area of the lots and any other lands preserved in 
agricultural use where those areas are termed "agricultural preserved lands".  The minimum 
lot size is expressed in terms of minimum area and average width for the actual privately 
owned lot intended as the home site. 

 
(c) Permitted Uses 

1. Single family dwelling with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 
 
2. Agricultural or farm uses (including dairying, livestock, poultry raising, raising of crops, 

apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], and truck farming) 
on parcels having a minimum of ten (10) acres, and subject to the following requirements: 

 
 A. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no 

poultry/fowl are allowed in a recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) 
acres.  There shall be no more than one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty 
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(20) poultry/fowl for the first three (3) acres of land, and one (1) livestock 
equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl per one (1) acre of land thereafter. 
The keeping of poultry/fowl or livestock shall be done under maximum 
practical conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to be detrimental to 
the surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or enclosed 
and not permitted to run at large in recorded subdivisions.  All lands to be 
utilized for the keeping of livestock or poultry/fowl must be under the same 
ownership.  For additional regulations see Section (h)4.B.iii. below. 

 
B. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded 
subdivisions is allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned 
C-1 Conservancy District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
3. Accessory uses and buildings normally associated with an agricultural operation, including 

garages, stables, and poultry houses on lots at least three (3) acres in size.  Buildings used for 
housing livestock or poultry shall maintain a minimum offset of fifty (50) feet from all 
adjacent lot lines. 

 
4. Signs: 

 
A. Sign not to exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, displaying the name of the farm 

or farm organization. 
 

B. Signs, including subdivision signs, shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of 
the General Code of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
5. Nurseries, greenhouses, and hatcheries.  Retail sales of such produce is limited to that which 

is produced by the farm operator, and such retail sales are subject to the approval of a Site 
Plan and Plan of Operation as required in this ordinance. 

 
6. Temporary roadside stands subject to the following: 

 
A. Off-street parking for a minimum of five (5) vehicles must be provided. 

 
B. No such stands shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to the base setback line, or closer 

than twenty (20) feet to any lot line.  No stand shall be permitted in a location where 
it would create a traffic hazard or nuisance.  The access drive and parking area shall 
be located so as to minimize possible interference with the normal flow of traffic. 

 
C. One temporary sign, not to exceed twenty (20) square feet in area, may be erected 

and said sign shall be at least ten (20) feet from the edge of the road pavement. 
 

7. Home occupation and professional offices as regulated in Section 15 (b) 6. 
 

8. Hobby kennels as regulated in Section 15 (b) 8. 
 

9. Family home day care. 
 

(d) Prohibited Uses 
1. Limited Family Business as defined and intended in this ordinance 
2. Commercial Truck Parking 
3. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
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(e) Conditional Uses 
1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
2. Bed and Breakfast 
3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
5. In Law Units 
6. Private Clubs and Resorts 
7. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
8. Communication Towers 
9. Single family residential planned unit developments only 
 

 (f) Building Location 
1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum 

 
 3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(g) Height Regulations 

1. Principal structure:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at 
least one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without 
an exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory Buildings: 

 
A. Farm:  Sixty (60) feet maximum 
 
B. Other:  Eighteen (18) feet maximum 

 
(h) Area Regulations 

1. Floor Area: 
 
A. Minimum required first floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet.  Total:  Fifteen 

hundred (1,500) square feet. 
 

B. Maximum floor area ratio:  10%. 
 

2. Lot size: 
 
A. Minimum required area:  one (1) acre, ten (10) acre density. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  one hundred and fifty (150) feet. 

 
3. Open space:  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet. 
 
4. Density Division Standards and Lot Size: 

 
The property must be developed in accordance with one of the two following methods: 

 
A. The land may be divided into parcels with ten (10) acre minimum lot sizes as 

determined by the Town Plan Commission based on the factors presented.  Farm 
fields must be preserved as determined by the Town Plan Commission based on the 
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factors presented. 
 

B. A parcel which is zoned AD-10, may be developed at no more than a ten (10) acre 
density per dwelling unit.  No individual lot may be less than one (1) acre, have less 
than a minimum average width of one hundred and fifty (150) feet and shall have 
open space of at least thirty thousand (30,000) square feet. 

 
i. No more than 20% of the C-1 zoned areas may be calculated in the overall 

density.  Where more than 50% of the site is zoned C-1, only that amount of 
acreage up to the 50% amount may be used to calculate the density. 

 
ii. The location of the residential development on the site shall be approved by 

the Town Plan Commission and mature vegetated areas shall be preserved.  
Farm fields must be preserved as determined by the Town Plan Commission 
based on the factors presented. 

 
iii. Where a parcel is zoned AD-10, and is developed at the minimum one (1) 

acre lot size as allowed in the zoning district, the keeping of poultry/fowl 
shall be regulated so that there are no more than four (4) poultry/fowl 
allowed on a one (1) acre lot.  The keeping of poultry/fowl shall be done 
under maximum practical conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to 
be detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept 
confined or enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded 
subdivisions.  All lands to be utilized for the keeping of poultry/fowl must 
be under the same ownership.  No poultry/fowl are allowed in a recorded 
subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  No livestock are allowed on 
lots less than three (3) acres in size. 

 
C. Where AD-10 land is transferred to an RD-5 zoned district, development shall occur 

at a 1 dwelling unit per ten (10) acres of AD-10 zoned land, and no C-1 zoned areas 
may be calculated in the overall density. 
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SECTION 12 RD-5 RURAL RESIDENTIAL DENSITY 5-ACRE DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and intent 

1. The purpose and intent of this zoning district is to allow the development of land at densities 
not greater than one (1) unit for each five (5) acres, in order to protect and encourage the 
preservation of the rural character of the town, environmentally sensitive areas, and open 
spaces; provide some marketability for such lands; and encourage more economical use of 
lands suited to limited and controlled residential development by permitting more intensive 
use of such lands without changing the overall rural character of the town or the population 
density of the town as set forth in the adopted Town of Lisbon Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan. 

 
2. This district encourages the transfer of residential development rights from one area of the 

parcel to another, and from one tract of land to another in the same development, thereby 
allowing the increase in the density of development on suitable lands for development in 
exchange for establishing the preservation of the lands designated as "agricultural preserved 
lands". 

 
 3. Preservation of Rural Character:  The purpose and intent of this density transfer technique is 

to transfer residential density opportunities to promote the preservation of the rural character 
of the town by encouraging farm fields, pastures, orchards, and natural open spaces to be 
retained, either as common open spaces, or as part of a farm operation.  Land determined to 
meet this criteria by the Town Plan Commission through the town’s development process 
shall be termed "agricultural preserved land”, and shall be designated as such on any 
development plan submitted to the town. 

 
4. The transfer of development rights may only take place between the RD-5 and the AD-10 

districts in the same development.  No lands zoned C-1 Conservancy/Wetland may be 
counted toward the overall density to be provided for the receiving land. 

 
5. To achieve the optimum residential environment while recognizing the rural character of the 

Town.  The density transfer technique is designed to permit variable lot sizes in the 
utilization of the most desirable terrain for housing sites while encouraging preservation of 
the agricultural lands determined to be most worthy of such preservation by the Town Plan 
Commission. 

 
(b) Principles and Guidelines for the Review of the Proposed Development 

Where a development is to occur involving the transfer of development rights and establishment of  
"agricultural preserved lands", approval by the Town Plan Commission shall be required.  The 
development proposed shall conform to the following standards: 
 
1. The portion of a tract of land from which development rights are transferred is hereby 

termed the "transferring land", and the tract to which the additional dwelling unit 
development potential is added is termed the "receiving land". 

 
 2. For the purpose of transferring residential development rights, the petitioner shall provide 

documentation at the time of submittal of the preliminary plat indicating that he or she is an 
owner of the subject property or has the authority under the terms of a written contract 
(Offer to Purchase) to make commitments on the transferring land. 

 3. In addition to requiring an appropriate open space or agricultural easement on the 
transferring lands in favor of the town, covenants shall be placed in the title of each dwelling 
unit, giving the owner enforceable rights to prevent the future development of the 
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transferring lands. 
  
 4. This zoning category is designed to control the intensity of use in relationship to the natural, 

physical, and ecological characteristics of the land, to implement the Town’s Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, allow development where soils can accommodate 
sewage disposal systems, discourage intense development where there is an inability to 
provide appropriate municipal services, basic economic factors, and achievement of the 
desirable residential and environmental character, and preserve agricultural areas. 

 
 5. The density factor is expressed in terms of the amount of gross land area required for each 

dwelling unit.  Such gross area includes the area of the lots and any other lands preserved in 
agricultural use where those areas are termed "agricultural preserved lands".  The minimum 
lot size is expressed in terms of minimum area and average width for the actual privately 
owned lot intended as the home site. 

 
 6. No building intended in whole or part for residential use shall be erected or relocated unless the 

lot on which it is located meets the required density factor, or has allocated to it, through the 
density transfer program, sufficient additional “agricultural preserved lands” to meet the required 
density factor for the district in which it is located.  Where "transferred lands" are to be 
established, no C-1 zoned lands can be used.  Where the total area, or the prorated factor 
involved, includes more than one zoning district, the density factor, as calculated using the entire 
project, shall apply.  In any such case involving the establishment of "agricultural preserved 
lands", approval by the Town Plan Commission shall be required, pursuant to the purpose and 
intent and development standards set forth in this zoning district. 

 
7. Any land claimed, in addition to the actual described residential lots, for credit toward 

meeting the density factor requirement, shall have its status permanently established and 
guaranteed, either by dedication to the public, or by appropriate covenants running with the 
lands, in conveyance of agricultural easements.  Such covenants and easements shall be 
recorded in the office of the Waukesha County Register of Deeds and shall restrict the 
property against any development or use, except as is consistent with its “preservation as 
agricultural land” or as a form of common open space.  The “preserved agricultural land” 
status of any parcel shall be indicated on the official zoning map for the Town of Lisbon. 

 
8. On a parcel, which is zoned RD-5, the development density shall not exceed five (5) acres 

for each dwelling unit. 
 
9. In order to encourage development in areas designated for residential growth on the adopted 

Town of Lisbon Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, development rights may 
be transferred from this zoning district (RD-5) to an AD-10 district in the same development 
at a rate of 1 dwelling unit per five (5) acres. 

 
10. Where the density calculation results in a fraction of .50 or greater, the density may be 

"rounded up" to the next whole number.  Where the density calculation results in a fraction 
of .49 or less, the density may not be “rounded up” to the next whole number. 

 
11. The “agricultural preserved lands” shall be retained in accordance with one of the following 

methods: 
 

A. Development would occur at the allowable densities with the larger, buildable 
parcels having the building site outside of the open “agricultural preserved lands” 
(transferring lands, preserved lands), and owned and retained by the party 
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transferring the rights, if desired, and which would be, in any case, protected through 
a deed restriction or covenants recorded in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds 
office so noting that the development rights have been utilized for that part of the 
subject lands (e.g., has no development rights).  No additional development rights 
would accrue to that site. 

 
B. All lot owners within the developed area for which the “agricultural preserved 

lands” are protected could own an undividable interest in said “agricultural 
preserved lands” (the large open space area where the development rights have been 
transferred). 

 
C. The landowner or his/her heirs and assigns who sold the development rights could 

retain those lands with the original farmstead; however, no development rights of 
that parcel beyond those available under this provision would be allowed to be 
transferred. 
 

 D. The “agricultural preserved lands”, when noted on the County’s adopted Park and 
Open Space Plan which is referenced in the Town of Lisbon’s Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, may be retained in public ownership. 

 
12. Preservation of Agricultural Lands:  The shape and arrangement of the “agricultural 

preserved lands” designated for agricultural use, should be consistent with practical 
requirements for an agricultural activity, and be of justifiable value for farm use, or as a 
contribution to the goal of preserving the rural environmental character.  Mature vegetation 
shall not be removed. 

 
13.  Relationship of Development to Agricultural Area:  Consideration shall be given as to 

whether the development plans for roads, building sites, and "agricultural preserved lands" is 
based upon the careful consideration of the most appropriate relationship to the existing 
terrain conditions; suitable capacity for onsite sewage disposal systems; provisions for storm 
water drainage and retention; the potential impact upon surrounding areas; and the size, 
location, and the agricultural viability of the “agricultural lands being preserved”. 

 
14. Access To Town and County Roads:  In order to preserve the rural character as well as the 

efficiency and safety of existing road systems, the inappropriate development of lots strung 
out along such roads with individual driveway accesses from each lot will be minimized.  
The purpose and intent of this provision is to control the density and encourage grouping of 
lots on an interior street, which will then access the existing road system. 

 
(c) Permitted Uses 

1. Single family dwelling with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 
 

2. Agricultural or farm uses (including dairying, livestock, poultry raising, raising of crops, 
apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], and truck farming) 
on parcels having a minimum of five (5) acres, and subject to the following requirements: 

 
 A. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no poultry/fowl are 

allowed in a recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  There shall be no 
more than one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl for the first 
three (3) acres of land, and one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl 
per one (1) acre of land thereafter. The keeping of poultry/fowl or livestock shall be 
done under maximum practical conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to be 
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detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or 
enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded subdivisions.  All lands to be 
utilized for the keeping of livestock or poultry/fowl must be under the same 
ownership.  For additional regulations see Section (h)4.B. below. 

 
 B. As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded subdivisions is 

allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned C-1 Conservancy 
District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
3. Accessory uses and buildings normally associated with an agricultural operation, including 

garages, sheds, stables, barns, and poultry houses on lots at least three (3) acres in size.  
Buildings used for housing of livestock and poultry shall maintain a minimum offset of fifty 
(50) feet from all adjacent lot lines. 

 
4. Signs: 

 
A. Signs not to exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, displaying the name of the farm 

or farm organization. 
 

B. Signs, including subdivision signs, shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of 
the General Code of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
5. Nurseries, greenhouses, and hatcheries.  Retail sales of such produce is limited to that which 

is produced by the farm operator, and such retail sales are subject to the approval of a Site 
Plan and Plan of Operation as required in this ordinance. 

 
6. Temporary roadside stands subject to the following: 

 
A. Off-street parking for a minimum of five (5) vehicles shall be provided. 

 
 B. No such stand shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to the base setback line, or closer 

than twenty (20) feet to any lot line.  No stand shall be permitted in a location where 
it would create a traffic hazard or nuisance.  The access drive and parking area shall 
be located so as to minimize possible interference with the normal flow of traffic. 

 
C. One temporary sign, not to exceed twenty (20) square feet in area, may be erected 

and said sign shall be at least ten (20) feet from the edge of the road pavement. 
 

7. Home occupation and professional offices, as regulated in Section 15 (b) 6. 
 

8. Hobby kennels, as regulated in Section 15 (b) 8. 
 
9. Family home day care. 

 
(d) Prohibited Uses 
 1. Commercial Truck Parking 

2. Limited Family Business as defined and intended in this ordinance 
3. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

 
(e) Conditional Uses 
 1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 

2. Bed and Breakfast 
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3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
5. In Law Units 
6. Private Clubs and Resorts 
7. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 

 8. Communication Towers 
 9. Single family residential planned unit developments only 
 
(f) Building Location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum. 

 
 3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(g) Height Regulations 

1. Principal structure:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at 
least one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without 
an exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory buildings: 
 

A.  Farm:  Sixty (60) feet maximum. 
 
B. Other:  Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 

 
(h) Area Regulations 

1. Floor area 
 

A. Minimum required first floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet.  Total: Fifteen 
hundred (1,500) square feet. 

 
B. Maximum floor area ratio:  10%. 

 
2. Lot size 
 

A. Minimum:  One (1) acre, five (5) acre density. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One hundred and fifty (150) feet. 

 
3. Open space:  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet. 

 
4. Density Division Standards and Lot Size: 

 
The property must be developed in accordance with one of the two following methods: 

 
 A. The land may be divided into parcels with five (5) acre minimum lot sizes as 

determined by the Town Plan Commission based on the factors presented.  
Farm fields must be preserved as determined by the Town Plan Commission 
based on the factors presented. 

 
B. The land may be developed at a five (5) acre overall density, as long as no 
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more than one (1) living unit for each five (5) acres would be allowed as 
determined by the Town Plan Commission based on the factors presented.  No 
individual lot may be less than one (1) acre, have less than a minimum average 
width of one hundred and fifty (150) feet and shall have open space of at least 
thirty thousand (30,000) square feet.  No more than 20% of the C-1 zoned areas 
may be calculated in the overall density. Where more than 50% of the site is 
zoned C-1, only that amount of acreage up to the 50% amount may be used to 
calculate the density.  Farm fields must be preserved as determined by the 
Town Plan Commission based on the factors presented.  The location of the 
residential development on the site shall be approved by the Town Plan 
Commission and mature vegetated areas shall be preserved. 

 
 Where a parcel is zoned RD-5, and is developed at the minimum one (1) acre 

lot size as allowed in the zoning district, the keeping of poultry/fowl shall be 
regulated so that there are no more than four (4) poultry/fowl allowed on a one 
(1) acre lot.  The keeping of poultry/fowl shall be done under maximum 
practical conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to be detrimental to the 
surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or enclosed and not 
permitted to run at large in recorded subdivisions.  All lands to be utilized for 
the keeping of poultry/fowl must be under the same ownership.  No 
poultry/fowl are allowed in a recorded  subdivision on lots less than three (3) 
acres.  No livestock are allowed on lots less than three (3) acres in size. 

 
C. Where RD-5 land is transferred to an AD-10 zoned district, development shall 

occur at a 1 dwelling unit per five (5) acres of RD-5 zoned land, and no C-1 
zoned areas may be calculated in the overall density.
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SECTION 13 A-10 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for very low-density single-family residential development in 
predominantly rural areas in order to maintain, to some degree, the agricultural character of the 
property and the rural character of the area.  These lands are best suited for small farm units, i.e., 
truck and hobby type farms, grazing, orchards, and other similar agriculturally-related activities in 
areas that have an existing pattern of scattered or low-density residential development.  Such a 
district is intended to be used to implement the Town’s Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development 
Plan category entitled "Rural Residential, Other Agricultural and Open Lands". 
 

(b) Permitted Uses  
1. Any use as permitted in the C-1 Conservancy/Wetland District. 

 
 2. Farm dwellings.  New single-family dwellings shall have a minimum 440 square foot 

attached garage. 
 

 3. Agriculture or farm uses on not less than ten (10) acres, including, but not limited to, 
horticulture, private greenhouses, floriculture, raising of crops, sustained yield forestry, 
silviculture, tree farming, orchards, nurseries, apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also 
refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)] but not on lots less than one (1) acre in size, truck farming, 
viticulture, sod farms, gardening, hay baling, paddocks, stables, grain drying for grain 
originating on or in connection with a single farm operation as defined in this ordinance, and 
dairy farming, livestock grazing, livestock raising (not including fur bearing animals) in 
accordance with Section 13(b)6, Section 13(b)7, and Section 13(b)12 below.  Farm buildings 
housing livestock or poultry, barnyards, and feedlots, shall not be located within a floodland 
nor closer than one hundred (100) feet to any navigable water course nor closer than one 
hundred (100) feet to an existing adjacent dwelling or residentially zoned lot. 

 
4. Signs not to exceed forty (40) feet in area displaying the name of the farm or farm 

organization.  Signs shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of 
Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
5. Family home day care. 
 
6. The keeping of hogs, male goats, or fur bearing animals shall not be permitted on less than 

twenty (20) acres. 
 

 7. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no poultry/fowl are allowed in a 
recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  If the lot is less than ten (10) acres in 
size, the keeping of poultry and livestock shall be regulated so that there shall be no more 
than one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl for the first three (3) acres of 
land, and one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl per one (1) acre of land 
thereafter.  The keeping of poultry/fowl or livestock shall be done under maximum practical 
conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to be detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All 
poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded 
subdivisions.  All lands to be utilized for the keeping of livestock or poultry/fowl must be 
under the same ownership.  As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in 
recorded subdivisions is allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned C-1 
Conservancy District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

 
8. Hobby kennels as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
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9. Home occupations as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
 
10. Quarters for household or farm employees provided, however, that such quarters shall be 

occupied only by individuals employed full time on the property and his/her immediate 
family. 

 
11. Temporary roadside stands subject to the following: 

 
A. Off-street parking for a minimum of five (5) vehicles shall be provided. 

 B. No such stand shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to the base setback line, or closer 
than twenty (20) feet to any lot line.  No stand shall be permitted in a location where it 
would create a traffic hazard or nuisance.  The access drive and parking area shall be located 
so as to minimize possible interference with the normal flow of traffic. 

 
 C. One temporary sign, not to exceed twenty (20) square feet in area, may be erected 

and said sign shall be at least ten (20) feet from the edge of the road pavement. 
 
12. Accessory farm uses and buildings normally associated with an agricultural operation, 

including garages, stables, and poultry houses. 
 
13. Agricultural business related uses 

 
The following uses are permitted in the A-10 District subject to approval of a Site Plan and 
Plan of Operation by the Town Plan Commission.  If the Site Plan and Plan of Operation are 
not approved, the use may not operate.  In their consideration of approval, the Plan 
Commission shall determine the use will exist on appropriate lands within the community, 
and be thereon properly located and regulated: 

 
 A. Warehousing, transfer, and transport services of agricultural commodities. 

 
B. Horticultural services and commercial greenhouses.  Retail sales, including nursery 

stock and other agricultural crops, produce, and related commodities, are limited to 
that which is produced by the farm operator. 

 
 C. Feed milling operations. 

 
 D. Agricultural machinery sales and services. 

 
 E. Cheese factories. 

 
 F. Bulk milk collection, storage, and distribution facilities. 

 
 G. Custom grain drying. 

 
 H. Poultry and/or egg production. 

 
I. Any other similar agricultural business related use subject to approval of the town 

plan commission. 
 
(c) Prohibited uses 

1. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
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(d) Conditional uses 

1.    Airports, Landing Fields, and Take Off Strips 
2.    Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 
3. Bed and Breakfast 
4. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
5. Churches, Synagogues, and other buildings of Religious Assembly 
6. Commercial Fish Ponds, Bait Ponds, or Fish Hatcheries 
7. Commercial Truck Parking 
8. Contractor’s Yard 
9. Fur Farms, Pig Farms, and Similar Agricultural Uses 
10. In Law Unit 
11. Limited Family Business 
12. Private Clubs and Resorts 
13. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
14. Testing laboratories (agricultural) 
15. Communication Towers and related Facilities 
16. Single family residential planned unit developments only 

 
(e) Building location 
 

1. Road Setback: Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset: 

 
A. Buildings used for agricultural business purposes that include the housing of 

livestock and/or animal waste storage, one hundred (100) feet minimum. 
 

B. Buildings used for agricultural business purposes not involving livestock housing or 
animal waste storage, twenty (20) feet minimum. 

 
C. For agricultural business related uses:  The Site Plan and Plan of Operation will 

relate buildings, parking areas, and any loading dock facilities that may be necessary 
and accessory to the use, and shall be governed by suitable contemporary design 
criteria. 

 
3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height regulations 

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory building:  Farm - sixty (60) feet maximum. 
 
3. Accessory structures:  Farm - up to one hundred (100) feet maximum where the road setback 

and offset is equal to or exceeds the height of the structure itself. 
 
4. Other:  Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
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A. Minimum required for residential purposes:  First floor:  One thousand (1,000) 

square feet.  Total:  Eighteen hundred (1,800) square feet. 
 
B. Maximum floor area ratio:  Ten (10) percent of the site. 

 
2. Lot size: 

 
A. Minimum area:  Ten (10) acres. 
 

 B. Minimum average width:  Three hundred (300) feet. 
 
3. Open space: Three acres minimum.
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SECTION 14 A-5 MINI-FARM DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for very low-density single-family residential development in 
predominantly rural areas in order to maintain, to some degree, the agricultural character of the 
property and the rural character of the area.  These lands are best suited for small farm units, i.e., 
truck and hobby type farms, grazing, orchards, and other similar agriculturally-related activities in 
areas that have an existing pattern of scattered or low-density residential development.  Such a 
district is intended to be used to implement the Town’s Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development 
Plan category entitled "Rural Residential, Other Agricultural and Open Lands". 

 
(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Permitted Uses on lots greater than five (5) acres:  Agriculture and farm uses limited to:  
Horticulture, private greenhouses, floriculture, orchards, viticulture, apiculture as defined in 
this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], raising of crops, hay baling, paddocks, 
truck farming, and livestock raising (not including fur bearing animals), non-commercial 
poultry raising, and livestock grazing in accordance with Section 14(b)2C and Section 
14(b)8 below. 

 
 Permitted Uses on lots less than five acres:  Gardening, livestock grazing and livestock and 

non-commercial poultry raising (not including fur bearing animals) in accordance with 
Section 14(b)2C and Section 14(b)8 below,  and apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also 
refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)] but not on lots less than one (1) acre in size. 

 
2. Permitted Accessory Uses 

 
A. Private garages, when located on the same lot, and not involving the conduct of a 

business; provided, however, that no private garage shall be erected unless that 
principal building to which such garage is an accessory use has been erected or is to 
be erected simultaneously with said garage. 

 
B. Private boathouses, provided no living quarters are included in said boathouse.  Only 

one (1) boathouse per lot is permitted.  New boathouses are prohibited. 
 
C. Stables, barns, or poultry houses on lots at least three (3) acres in size, provided that 

no building housing livestock or poultry shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any lot 
line. 

 
 3. Farm dwellings.  New single-family dwellings shall have a minimum 440 square foot 

attached garage. 
 
 4. Signs not to exceed forty (40) feet in area displaying the name of the farm or estate.  Signs 

shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of Ordinances (refer to 
Addendum A). 

 
 5. Family home day care. 
 
 6. Hobby kennels as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
 
 7. Home occupations as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
 
 8. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no poultry/fowl are allowed in a 
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recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  If the lot is less than ten (10) acres in 
size, the keeping of poultry and livestock shall be regulated so that there shall be no more 
than one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl for the first three (3) acres of 
land, and one (1) livestock equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl per one (1) acre of land 
thereafter.  The keeping of poultry/fowl or livestock shall be done under maximum practical 
conditions of neatness and sanitation so as not to be detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All 
poultry/fowl shall be kept confined or enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded 
subdivisions.  All lands to be utilized for the keeping of livestock or poultry/fowl must be 
under the same ownership.  As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in 
recorded subdivisions is allowed on lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned C-1 
Conservancy District, or EFD or UC zoned lands. 

  
 9. Temporary roadside stands subject to the following: 
 

A. Off-street parking for a minimum of five (5) vehicles shall be provided. 
 

 B. No such stand shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to the base setback line, or closer 
than twenty (20) feet to any lot line.  No stand shall be permitted in a location where it 
would create a traffic hazard or nuisance.  The access drive and parking area shall be located 
so as to minimize possible interference with the normal flow of traffic. 

 
 C. One temporary sign, not to exceed twenty (20) square feet in area, may be erected 

and said sign shall be at least ten (20) feet from the edge of the road pavement. 
 

(c) Prohibited uses 
1. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 

1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
2. Bed and Breakfast 
3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
5. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 
6. Commercial Truck Parking 
7. Contractors Yard 
8. Fur Farms, Pig Farms, Creameries, Condenseries, Wholesale Fattening of Livestock, Pea 

Vineries, Commercial Poultry and Egg Production, Commercial or Custom Grain Drying 
Operations 

9. In Law Units 
10. Limited Family Business 
11. Private Clubs and Resorts 
12. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
13. Testing Laboratories (agricultural laboratory use) 
14. Communication Towers 
15. Single family residential planned unit developments only 

 
(e) Building Location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset: 

 
A. Thirty (30) feet minimum. 
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B. Fifty (50) feet for any accessory building having livestock, fowl, poultry or other 

animals, except doghouses for house-hold type dogs (e.g., non-commercial in 
nature). 

 
 3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(f) Height Limitations 

 
1. Principal Building: Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 

one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
 2. Accessory Building: 

A. Farm:  Sixty (60) feet maximum. 
 
B. Other:  Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 
 

(g) Area Regulations 
1. Floor Area: 

 
A. Minimum required: 

 
i. First floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet. 
 
ii. Total:  Eighteen hundred (1,800) square feet. 
 

B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  15%. 
 

2. Lot Size: 
 

 A. Minimum area:  Five (5) acres. 
 

B. Minimum average width:  Three hundred (300) feet. 
 

3. Open Space:  Two acres minimum.
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SECTION 15 A-3 AGRICULTURAL/RESIDENTIAL ESTATE DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to be a transition between rural, agricultural uses and low-density 
single-family suburban residential development.  These lands provide for limited agricultural use and 
single family residential estate type dwellings. 

 
(b) Permitted Uses 

 
1. Single-family dwellings with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 

 
2. Gardening, apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], but not 

on lots less than one (1) acre in size,  and livestock and non-commercial poultry/fowl raising, 
and livestock grazing as regulated in Section 15(b)3, Section 15 (b)4, and Section 15(b)5C 
below. 

 
 3. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no poultry/fowl are allowed in a 

recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  The keeping of poultry/fowl and 
livestock shall be regulated so that there shall be no more than one (1) livestock equivalent 
and twenty (20) poultry/fowl for the first three (3) acres of land, and one (1) livestock 
equivalent and twenty (20) poultry/fowl per one (1) acre of land thereafter. The keeping of 
poultry/fowl or livestock shall be done under maximum practical conditions of neatness and 
sanitation so as not to be detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall be kept 
confined or enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded subdivisions.  All lands to 
be utilized for the keeping of livestock or poultry/fowl must be under the same ownership.  
As of the date of adoption of this ordinance, livestock in recorded subdivisions is allowed on 
lots of three acres or more excluding lands zoned C-1 Conservancy District, or EFD or UC 
zoned lands. 
 

4. The keeping of hogs, male goats, or fur bearing animals shall not be permitted on less than 
twenty (20) acres. 
 

5. The following accessory buildings and uses, subject to the conditions specified: 
 

A. Private garages, when located on the same lot, and not involving the conduct of a 
business; provided, however, that no private garage shall be erected unless that 
principal building to which such garage is an accessory use has been erected or is to 
be erected simultaneously with said garage. 

 
B. Private boathouses, provided no living quarters are included in said boathouse.  Only 

one (1) boathouse per lot is permitted.  New boathouses are prohibited. 
 

C. Stables, barns, or poultry houses on lots at least three (3) acres in size, and provided 
that no building housing livestock or poultry shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to 
any lot line. 

 
6. Home occupations/professional offices as defined in this ordinance, when incident to the 

residential use and when situated in the dwelling, subject to the following conditions: 
 

A. No name plate exceeding three (3) square feet in area shall be permitted. 
 

B. Such home occupation or professional office shall not occupy more than twenty (20) 
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percent of the floor area of the residence. 
C. Such home occupation or professional office shall not employ more than one (1) 

person not a resident on such lot. 
 

D. Adequate off-street parking facilities shall be provided adjacent, or reasonably 
adjacent to the residence housing such occupation or office. 

E. Such permitted use shall not include the conduct of any retail or wholesale business 
on the premises, nor the removal of sand, gravel or stone for commercial purposes. 

 
F. Such permitted use shall not include the use of any machinery, tools, or other 

appliances that can reasonably be construed as creating an abnormal nuisance to the 
surrounding property owners. 

 
G. Such permitted use shall be permitted subject to the condition that no materials or 

equipment used incident to the home occupation/professional office are stored on the 
premises except in those circumstances where the materials and equipment are 
stored within the residence. 

 
7. A sign pertaining to the lease or sale of any building or land provided such sign does not 

exceed twenty (20) square feet in area.  A sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area may 
be maintained by the owner or occupant of any land or building for the purpose of displaying 
the name of the owner or occupant, or for the purpose of warning against trespasses.  Signs 
shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of Ordinances (refer to 
Addendum A). 

 
8. Hobby kennels may be permitted on parcels more than one acre in area if they are accessory 

to a single-family residence, but not including the operation of a commercial kennel unless a 
conditional use permit is obtained, provided such use has the specific approval of the town 
plan commission, meets all of the standards for the issuance of a commercial kennel 
conditional use provided in Section 4 (h) 2 A-C, and will not adversely affect the use of 
adjacent lands as may be determined by findings of the town plan commission.  The Town 
Clerk shall notify landowners within 100 feet of the subject property and in any case to land 
owners immediately adjacent and across the street from such use, in writing by regular mail 
10 days prior to the meeting at which this matter will be discussed.  The town plan 
commission may establish conditions of approval as deemed appropriate to protect adjacent 
properties. The town may deny the request on the basis of a finding that such a use would be 
incompatible and a possible nuisance to surrounding uses and not in the public interest.  Any 
person aggrieved by a decision of the plan commission relative to this provision may appeal 
such decision to the board of appeals for review and determination as provided for in Section 
34 of this Ordinance. 

 
Where two (2) or fewer dogs are kept, such use shall be considered accessory to the principal 
use and shall not require special approval by the plan commission.  In any case, if the 
keeping of any number of dogs accessory to the principal use becomes a nuisance to the 
neighborhood as may be determined by the town plan commission or town board, such use 
shall be terminated or the nuisance abated. Where necessary, the town plan commission or 
town board may take appropriate steps to abate such nuisance. 
 

9. Family home day care. 
 

(c) Prohibited Uses 
1. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
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(d) Conditional uses 

1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
2. Bed and Breakfast 
3. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
4. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
5. Commercial Truck Parking 
6. In Law Units 
7. Limited Family Business 
8. Private Clubs and Resorts 
9. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
10. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments 

 11. Communication Towers 
 12. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios 
 
(e) Building location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Thirty (30) feet minimum. 
 
3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory building: Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
 
A. Minimum required 

 
i. First floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet. 
 
ii. Total:  Sixteen hundred (1,600) square feet. 

 
B. Maximum F.A.R permitted:  Fifteen (15) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 

A. Minimum area:  Three (3) acres. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  Two hundred (200) feet. 

 
3. Open space:  Two (2) acres.
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SECTION 16 R-1 SUBURBAN SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for low-density suburban single-family residential development.   
 

(b) Permitted Uses 
 1. Single-family dwellings with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 

 
2. The keeping of usual household pets, but not the operation of hobby kennels or hutches 

unless the lot contains more than three (3) acres. 
 
 3. The following accessory buildings and uses, subject to the conditions specified: 

 
  A. Private garages, when located on the same lot, and not involving the conduct 

of a business; provided, however, that no private garage shall be erected unless that 
principal building to which such garage is an accessory use has been erected or is to 
be erected simultaneously with said garage. 

 
  B. Private boathouses, provided no living quarters are included in said 

boathouse.  Only one (1) boathouse per lot is permitted.  New boathouses are 
prohibited. 

 
  C. Barns or poultry houses on lots at least three (3) acres in size, and provided 

that no building housing poultry shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any lot line. 
 
  4. Home occupations as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
 
  5. Signs as permitted in the A-3 Agricultural/Residential Estate District. 
 
  6.  Family Home Day Care. 
 
  7. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except no poultry/fowl are 

allowed in a recorded subdivision on lots less than three (3) acres.  For lots less than 
three acres in size the keeping of poultry/fowl shall be regulated so that there shall 
be no more than four (4) poultry/fowl for the first acre of land, and four (4) 
poultry/fowl per acre of land thereafter up to three acres.  Thereafter the keeping of 
poultry/fowl shall be regulated so that there shall be no more than twenty (20) 
poultry/fowl per one (1) acre of land in excess of three (3) acres. The keeping of 
poultry/fowl shall be done under maximum practical conditions of neatness and 
sanitation so as not to be detrimental to the surrounding uses.  All poultry/fowl shall 
be kept confined or enclosed and not permitted to run at large in recorded 
subdivisions.  All lands to be utilized for the keeping of poultry/fowl must be under 
the same ownership.   

   
  8. Apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], but not on 

lots less than one (1) acre in size. 
   
(c) Prohibited Uses 

1. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
2. The keeping of  livestock equivalents 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 
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1. Bed and Breakfast 
2. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
4. Commercial Truck Parking 
5. In Law Units 
6. Limited Family Business 
7. Private Clubs and Resorts 
8. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
9. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments 

 10. Communication Towers 
 11. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios 
 12. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 
 
(e) Building location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum. 
 
3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height regulations 
 

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
 2. Accessory building: Fifteen (15) feet maximum.  
 

3. On waterfront lots, no principal building or structure shall contain more than three (3) stories 
when viewed from the waterfront. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
 

A. Minimum required: 
 

i. First floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet. 
 
ii. Total:  Fifteen hundred (1,500) square feet. 

 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Fifteen (15) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 

A. Minimum area:  One (1) acre with or without sewer. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One hundred fifty (150) feet with or without sewer. 

 
3. Open space:  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet minimum.
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SECTION 17 R-2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
  
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for low-density single-family residential development. 
 

(b) Permitted Uses 
1. Any use as permitted in the R-1 residential district, except boathouses are prohibited. 
 

(c) Prohibited Uses 
1. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
 

(d)   Conditional Uses 
1. Bed and Breakfast 
2. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
4. Commercial Truck Parking 
5. In Law Units 
6. Limited Family Business 
7. Private Clubs and Resorts 
8. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
9. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments 

 10. Communication Towers 
11. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios 
12. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 
  

(e) Building location 
1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum. 
 
3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
 2. Accessory building: Fifteen (15) feet maximum.  
 

3. On waterfront lots, no principal building or structure shall contain more than three (3) stories 
when viewed from the waterfront. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
 

A. Minimum required: 
 

i. First floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet. 
ii. Total:  Fourteen hundred (1,400) square feet. 

 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Fifteen (15) percent. 
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2. Lot size:  
 

A. Minimum area:  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet on public sewer. 
    One-acre unsewered. 
 
B. Minimum average width: One hundred twenty (120) feet on public sewer. 
       150 feet unsewered. 

 
3. Open space:  Twenty thousand (20,000) square feet minimum on public sewer. 
          30,000 square feet unsewered
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SECTION 18 R-3 TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for single family or two-family attached residential development. 
 

(b) Permitted Uses  
1. Any use as permitted in the R-2 residential district, except Family Home Day Care is not 

allowed in two-family attached dwellings.  The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any 
lot, except poultry/fowl are not allowed in recorded subdivisions on lots less three (3) acres. 

 
2. One two-family attached dwelling, each unit with a minimum of a 440 square foot garage, 

maximum 600 square foot garage. 
 
(c) Prohibited Uses 
 1. Limited Family Business 
 2. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

3. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
4. Bed and Breakfast 
5. Hobby kennels and hutches 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 

1. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
2. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
3. Commercial Truck Parking 
4. In Law Units 
5. Private Clubs and Resorts 
6. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
7. Single and two-family attached residential Planned Unit Developments 

 8. Communication Towers 
9. Antique shops, gift shops, arts and crafts studios 
 

(e) Building location with or without sewer  
1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum. 
 
3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
 2. Accessory building: Fifteen (15) feet maximum.  
 

3. On waterfront lots, no principal building or structure shall contain more than three (3) stories 
when viewed from the waterfront. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area with or without sewer: 
 
A. Minimum required: 
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i. First floor:  One thousand (1,000) square feet for a single-family residence, 
900 square feet in each unit for a two family attached residence. 

 
ii. Total:  Thirteen hundred (1,300) square feet for a single-family residence, 

eighteen hundred (1,800) square feet (total) for a two-family attached 
residence. 

 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Fifteen (15) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 
 

A. Minimum area:  Thirty thousand (30,000) square feet on public sewer. 
    One-acre unsewered. 
 
B. Minimum average width: 
 
 Single family:  One hundred twenty (120) feet on public sewer. 

150 feet unsewered. 
 

Two-family:     180 feet sewered or unsewered. 
 
 3. Open space:  Ten thousand (10,000) square feet minimum per unit on public sewer. 
     15,000 square feet minimum per unit if unsewered.
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SECTION 19 RM MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
 

(a) Purpose and Intent 
This District is intended to provide for single-family residential development (one unit per acre) or 
two family attached dwellings with or without sewer, or multi-family residential development in 
accordance with Section 19 (d)7 below and only if the property is served by public sewer.  The 
multi-family density is limited to a maximum of four units per acre and must be served by public 
sewer.  Multi-family residential development in this zoning district existing prior to the adoption of 
this zoning ordinance is excluded from the requirements listed in Section 19(a).   

 
(b) Permitted Uses  
 
 1. Single-family detached dwellings with a minimum 440 square foot attached garage. 
 

2. Single-family attached dwellings, either side-by-side or up-and-down, each dwelling unit 
having its own attached garage a minimum of 440 square feet in size.  More than two 
attached dwelling units are subject to Section 19(d)7 below. 
 

3. The following accessory buildings and uses, subject to the conditions specified below: 
 

A. Detached private garages, if more than two dwelling units are attached to one 
another, and the garages shall not involve the conduct of a business; provided, 
however, that no private garage shall be erected unless that principal building to 
which such garage is an accessory use has been erected or is to be erected 
simultaneously with said garage.  This use requires Town Plan Commission 
approval of building plans, site plans and a plan of operation. 

 
 B. A sign pertaining to the lease or sale of any building or land provided such sign does 

not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area.  A sign not exceeding six (6) square feet 
in area may be maintained by the owner or occupant of any land or building for the 
purpose of displaying the name of the owner or occupant, or for the purpose of 
warning against trespasses.  All signs shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, 
of the General Code of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
C. Home occupations as regulated in the A-3 District. 
 
D. The keeping of usual household pets, but not the operation of hobby or commercial 

kennels or hutches. 
 

 E. Private residential outdoor recreational facilities.  This use requires Town Plan 
Commission approval of building plans, site plans and a plan of operation. 

 
F. Guest Parking – there shall be one off street guest parking space for every two (2) 

dwelling units, provided reasonably close to the building(s), to be used exclusively 
by guests of the residents, unless additional parking spaces are determined to be 
necessary by the Town Plan Commission.  The parking spaces shall be 10’ x 20’ and 
shall provide an area to maneuver.  This use requires Town Plan Commission 
approval of building plans, site plans and a plan of operation. 

 
G. Apiculture as defined in this ordinance [also refer to Section 3(i)(5)(AA)], but not on 

lots less than one (1) acre in size. 
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H. The keeping of poultry/fowl is permitted on any lot, except poultry/fowl are not 
allowed in recorded subdivisions on lots less three (3) acres. 

 
(c) Prohibited Uses 

1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 
2. Commercial Truck Parking 
3. Limited Family Business 
4. In Law Units 
5. Bed and Breakfast 
6. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
7. The keeping of livestock equivalents. 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 

1.    Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
2. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
3. Private Clubs and Resorts 
4. Public and Semi-Public Buildings and Uses 
5. Residential Planned Unit Developments 

 6. Communication Towers 
7. Multi Family Units 
 

(e) Building location  
1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum with or without sewer. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum unless reduced in accordance with Section 4 (h) 20 of 

this ordinance. 
 
3. Shore Setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum with or without sewer. 

 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory buildings: Fifteen (15) feet maximum. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area with or without sewer: 
 
A. Minimum required 

 
i. First floor one family:  One thousand (1,000) square feet per unit. 
 
ii. Total - One family:  Twelve hundred (1,200) square feet. 
 
iii. First floor two families:  Nine hundred (900) square feet per unit. 
 
iv. Total – Two families:  Eighteen hundred (1,800) square feet per unit. 
 
v. More than two families:  Nine hundred (900) square feet per dwelling unit 

minimum. 
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B. Maximum F.A.R permitted:  Thirty (30) percent. 
2. Lot size with or without sewer: 

A. Minimum area:  One acre. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One family:  150 feet. 
       Two or more families:  180 feet 

 
C. Density is limited to a maximum of four (4) units per acre and must be served with 

sewer. 
 

3. Open space with or without sewer:  Minimum four thousand (4,000) square feet per unit.
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SECTION 20 (Reserved)
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SECTION 21 SHORELAND AND FLOODLAND OVERLAY DISTRICT (SFO) 
 
(a) Purpose and intent 
The purpose of this district is to delineate where the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Protection 
Ordinance jurisdictional boundaries are located throughout the Town of Lisbon.  The additional regulations 
associated with the SFO are primarily outlined in Section 3 of this ordinance and are imposed in order to 
better protect the shoreland and floodland areas of the town.  It is anticipated that the assignment of this 
overlay district to lands in the Town of Lisbon will also serve to notify property owners and town officials of 
the need to contact the County Planning and Zoning Division office for the County’s zoning regulations 
regarding those properties so designated, in addition to the Town enforcing the regulations in this ordinance.  
This district will grant the uses permitted in the Town’s underlying zoning district and as well those 
permitted by the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance.  In the event a conflict 
between the Town and County ordinance requirements arises, the more restrictive of each individual 
regulation of the two ordinances shall apply.
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SECTION 22 (Reserved) 
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SECTION 23 P-I PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT  
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 

This district is intended to provide for those uses which serve a public need and are principally of an 
institutional, educational, medical, or governmental nature (whether public or privately owned, and 
either "for profit" or "not for profit", but not including the operation of a bar, restaurant, or 
recreational facility as a commercial enterprise).  Group homes, as regulated by State Statute, shall 
not be included as they are either allowed in other districts or regulated pursuant to Section 4. 

 
(b) Permitted Uses 

The following uses are permitted by right subject to review and approval of the site plan and plan of 
operation by the Town Plan Commission: 

 
1. Hospitals and clinics or rehabilitation facilities or centers. 

 2. Nursing home, rest home, homes for the elderly. 
 3. Public or private schools, colleges, and universities, and their associated gymnasiums, 

athletic fields, auditoriums, arenas, performance theaters, and assembly halls. 
 4. Mental health or substance abuse treatment, training, counseling, or rehabilitation facilities. 
 5. Residential treatment, training, or education facilities. 
 6. Municipal buildings and offices, including community centers and swimming pools. 
 7. Museums, exhibit halls, art galleries, and art centers. 
 8. Police and fire stations. 
 9. Libraries. 

10. Penal reform institutions. 
11. Military installations. 
12. Public service yards. 

 13.    Cemeteries and Mausoleums. 
14. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly. 
15. Other similar uses as determined by the Town Plan Commission. 

 
(c) Permitted Accessory Uses 

1. Garages and buildings for storage of vehicles and/or equipment, which is used in 
conjunction with the operation of a permitted use. 

 
2. Signs displaying the name of the institution or facility provided they are no greater than fifty 

(50) square feet in area, and in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of 
Ordinances (refer to Addendum A), unless otherwise regulated in this subsection. 

 
3. Parking and loading in accordance with Section 3 (j). 

 
4. Satellite dishes or other communication equipment apparatus.  Roof mounted equipment 

shall be located, screened, or painted to minimize visibility from streets and adjacent lands. 
 
5. Temporary Uses:  Lands and buildings within the district may be used on a temporary basis 

for private and commercial uses not more than 1 week in duration. Such uses might consist 
of carnivals, rental of said buildings for private gatherings, use of buildings for temporary 
commercial displays, trade fairs, or similar functions for the purpose of fundraising, or other 
special and unique events in conjunction with the permitted use. Approval must be granted 
by the town board for such temporary use, and such approval is subject to any conditions 
that may be imposed. 
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6. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and Plan of 
Operation by the Town Plan Commission. 

 
7. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be secured from view from streets and 

adjacent properties. 
 
(d) Prohibited Uses 

1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 
2. Commercial Truck Parking 
3. Limited Family Business 
4. Non institutional residential uses 
5. Private Clubs and Resorts 
6. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
 

(e) Conditional uses  
Conditional uses as provided in Sections 4 (h) 24 and 29.  Lands zoned Public and 
Institutional may be included as public and institutional lands in planned unit 
developments in accordance with Section 4 (h) 21 of this ordinance. 

 
(f) Building Location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 

2. Offset:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 

3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(g) Height Regulations 

1. Principal Buildings:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure, unless fire and emergency apparatus adequate to 
service a taller building is available to service the building on the subject parcel and verification 
of such apparatus' availability from the Town Fire Department is filed with the Town Building 
Inspector prior to issuance of a building permit, in which event the maximum height of a 
principal building on the subject parcel shall be the maximum height which such available 
apparatus can service (but such maximum height shall not be greater than sixty  (60) feet). 

 
2. Accessory Buildings:  Eighteen (18) feet maximum. 

 
(h) Area Regulations 
 Includes Lot Size, Minimum Average Lot Width, Maximum Floor Area Ratio, Minimum Open 

Space and Green Space Regulations:  The use will dictate the size of the parcel, but in no case shall 
the lot size be less than one acre nor be less than 150 feet in width.   The total floor area ratio shall 
not exceed thirty (30) percent.  However, no more than 60% of the subject parcel shall be of 
impervious surfaces, consisting of roof tops, paved or gravel roads, driveways, surface parking, 
service or other areas, and 40% of the subject parcel shall be green space in vegetative cover or 
tillable soil.
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SECTION 24 B-1 RESTRICTED BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 

(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is intended to provide for retail or customer service establishments of a restrictive 

nature. 
 
(b) Permitted Uses  

1. Any use as permitted in the R-3 residential district, except that residential use shall be 
permitted only in conjunction with or accessory to an otherwise permitted business use, and 
family home day care shall only be located in a single-family residence. 

 
2. The following retail or customer service establishments of a restrictive nature are permitted, 

provided the location, building, and Site Plan and Plan of Operation, including signage, have 
been submitted to, and approved by, the plan commission as being in keeping with the 
character of the surrounding residential area. 

 
A. Boarding, lodging, or rooming houses. 
B. Delicatessen. 
C. Florist shop. 
D. Funeral home. 
E. Gift shop, antique shop. 
F. Interior decorator. 
G. Professional office or studio. 
H. Tea room or restaurant provided no liquor is served. 
I. Animal Hospitals and Vet Clinics, not including the operation of commercial 

kennels. 
J. Any similar use subject to the approval of the plan commission. 
  

3. Signs permitted subject to the following: 
 

A. Non-illuminated signs and non-flashing but illuminated business signs.  However, 
no sign shall include illuminating devices or be constructed of illuminated material 
or be specifically illuminated except by properly shielded cove or back lighting of a 
non-intermittent type on an opaque background, such source of light not to be more 
than two (2) feet from the vertical face to be illuminated. 

 
B. No freestanding sign shall exceed a total height of twenty five (25) feet, as measured 

from the ground, and shall not exceed 50 square feet in area. 
 

No ground sign shall exceed a total height of 10 feet, as measured from the existing 
grade, and said sign shall not exceed 50 square feet in area. 

 
C. Only one (1) free-standing sign shall be permitted for each lot or parcel.  However, 

the owner of a corner lot or parcel may, subject to plan commission review and 
approval, erect one freestanding sign for each abutting street. 

 
D. All signs are subject to a Site Plan and Plan of Operation being submitted to, and 

approved by, the plan commission as to design, location, area, size, number, purpose 
and any other relevant factors affecting use of the property or any adjoining 
properties. 
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E. No sign attached to a building shall be higher than four (4) feet above the top of the 
roof line or in any case exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. 

 
F. All signs shall be in accordance with Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code of 

Ordinances (refer to Addendum A), unless otherwise regulated in this subsection. 
 

 4. Accessory uses 
   
  A. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be screened from view from streets 
   and adjacent properties. 
 

B. Roof mounted equipment shall be located, screened, and/or painted to minimize 
visibility from street and adjacent sites. 

   
C. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and 

Plan of Operation by the Town Plan Commission. 
 

(c) Prohibited Uses 
i.Limited Family Businesses 

ii.Adult-Oriented Establishments 
  
(d) Conditional Uses 
 1. Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts, Taverns, Dance Halls, Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, 

and similar uses. 
 2. Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses, including commercial day care facilities 
 3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 

4. Private clubs and resorts 
5. Single Family, Mixed and Commercial Planned Unit Developments 
6. Commercial Kennels 
7. Bed and Breakfast 
8. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
9. Commercial Truck Parking 
10. In Law Units 
11. Marinas 

 12. Communication Towers 
13. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Station and Convenience Stores associated with gasoline 

sales 
 
(e) Building location  

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Twenty (20) feet minimum 
 
3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 

 
 
 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 
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2. Accessory buildings:  Fifteen (15) feet maximum 
 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area required with or without sewer: 
 

A. Minimum required for residential purposes: 
 

i. First floor:  Nine hundred (900) square feet per unit. 
 
ii. Total:  Single family:  Twelve hundred (1,200) square feet.  A minimum 440 

square foot attached or detached garage is also required. 
 
iii. Total: Two-family:  1,800 square feet.  A minimum 440 square foot attached 

or detached garage is also required per unit.   
 
B. Buildings used for both residential and business purposes:  Minimum fifteen 

hundred (1,500) square feet total. 
 

C. Maximum F.A.R permitted:  Twenty (20) percent with or without sewer. 
 

2. Lot size with or without sewer: 
 

A. Minimum area:  One acre. 
 
B. Minimum average width: 
 
 i. Single family:  One hundred fifty (150) feet. 
 
 ii. Two-family: 180 feet. 

 
3. Open space with or without sewer:  Fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet minimum per unit
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SECTION 25 B-2 LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is intended to provide for retail or customer service establishments serving the local 

area. 
 
(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Any use permitted in the B-1 restricted business district, except two family or multi family 
uses. 

 
2. Any of the following retail and customer service establishments, normally serving the local 

area, are permitted provided the location, building, and Site Plan and Plan of Operation are 
submitted to and approved by the plan commission: 
 
A. Art shop, arts and crafts studio. 
B. Appliance store. 
C. Bakery (not over ten (10) employees). 
D. Barber shop. 
E. Beauty shops, including hair care, face care, nail care, and therapeutic massage. 
F. Bank, savings and loan office, security broker. 
G. Clinic, medical and dental. 
H. Clothing or dry goods store. 
I. Confectionery store. 
J. Drug store. 
K. Furniture store. 
L. Book and stationery stores. 
M. Fruit and vegetable market. 
N. Grocery or other food products store. 
O. Hardware store. 
P. Ice cream store. 
Q. Jewelry store. 
R. Meat and fish market. 
S. Music and radio store. 
T. News-stand. 
U. Notion or variety shop. 
V. Parking lot. 
W. Pharmacy. 
X. Radio and television sales and repair shop. 
Y. Photography studio. 
Z. Shoe store. 
AA. Soda fountain. 
BB. Tailor or dressmaking shop. 
CC. Tanning booths. 
DD. Telephone office and telephone exchange. 
EE. Utility company office. 
FF. Watch repair. 
GG. Book or stationary store. 
HH. Insurance office. 
II. Real estate office. 
JJ. Any similar use subject to the approval of the plan commission. 
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3. Garages for storage of vehicles used in conjunction with the operation of the business. 
 

4. Signs as permitted in the B-1 Restricted Business District. 
 
5. Accessory uses 

   
  A. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be screened from view from streets 
   and adjacent properties. 
 

  B. Roof mounted equipment shall be located, screened, and/or painted to minimize 
visibility from street and adjacent sites. 

 
  C. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and 

 Plan of Operation by the Town Plan Commission. 
 
(c) Prohibited Uses 

1. Limited Family Businesses 
2. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 
 1. Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts, Taverns, Dance Halls, Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, 
  and similar uses. 
 2. Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses, including commercial day care facilities 
 3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 

4. Private clubs and resorts 
5. Commercial Kennels 
6. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments only, and mixed or commercial 

planned unit developments 
7. Bed and Breakfast 
8. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
9. Commercial Truck Parking 
10. In Law Units 
11. Marinas 
12. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 

 13. Communication Towers 
14. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Station and Convenience Stores associated with gasoline 

sales 
15. Mobile home parks and trailer camps 
16. Motels and hotels 
17. Testing laboratories 

 
(e) Building location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset: 

 
A. Buildings used solely for commercial purposes:  Ten (10) feet minimum. 
 
B. Buildings used in whole or part for residential purposes:  Twenty (20) feet 

minimum. 
 

3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
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(f) Height regulations 
1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 

one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory buildings:  Fifteen (15) feet maximum. 

 
(g) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
 

A. Minimum required for residential purposes: Buildings used solely for residence 
purposes – first floor:  Nine (900) square feet.  Total:  Twelve hundred (1,200) 
square feet.  A minimum 440 square foot attached or detached garage is also 
required. 

 
B. Buildings used for both residential and business purposes:  Minimum fifteen 

hundred (1,500) square feet total. 
 
C. Maximum F.A.R permitted:  Fifty (50) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 
 

A. Minimum area:  One acre with or without sewer. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One hundred fifty (150) feet with or without sewer. 

 
3. Open space:  Fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet minimum.
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SECTION 26 B-3 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is intended to provide for business and trades of a more general nature and serving a 

larger trade area. 
 
(b) Permitted uses 

1. Any use as permitted in the B-2 local business district. 
 
2. The following business and trades of a more general nature, normally serving a larger trade 

area, are permitted provided the location, building, and Site Plan and Plan of Operation are 
submitted to and approved by the plan commission: 

 
A. Wholesalers and distributors. 
B. Theaters, arcades, video game parlors, and other indoor amusement places. 
C. Dry cleaning and dying establishments. 
D. New and used automobile sales rooms and lots, sale of snowmobiles, personal 

watercraft, boats and marina equipment, along with repair and service shops for such 
equipment, storage yards and garages for said equipment, vehicles and supplies, and 
commercial truck parking, but in no case shall any of the above include the storage 
and/or sale of junked or wrecked vehicles, equipment, or parts. 

E. Printing and publishing houses. 
F. Dairies and bottling plants. 
G. Laundries. 
H. Lockers and cold storage plants. 
I. Any similar use subject to the approval of the plan commission. 

 
3. Signs as permitted in the B-1 Restricted Business District. 
 
4. Accessory uses 

  A. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be screened from view from streets 
   and adjacent properties. 
 

B. Roof mounted equipment shall be located, screened, and/or painted to minimize 
visibility from street and adjacent sites. 

  
 C. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and 

Plan of Operation by the Town Plan Commission, except when accessory to a Self 
Service Storage (Mini-Warehouse) Conditional Use where it requires the approval 
of a Conditional Use. 

 
(c) Prohibited Uses 

1. Limited Family Businesses 
2. Adult-Oriented Establishments 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 
 1. Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts, Taverns, Dance Halls, Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, 
  and similar uses. 
 2. Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses, including commercial day care facilities 
 3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 

4. Private clubs and resorts 
5. Commercial Kennels 
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6. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments only, and mixed or commercial 
planned unit developments 

7. Bed and Breakfast 
8. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
9. Contractor’s Yard 
10. Outdoor Commercial Recreation Facilities and Uses 
11. Marinas 
12. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 

 13. Communication Towers 
14. Mobile home parks and trailer camps 
15. Testing laboratories 
16. Motels and hotels 
17. Self Service Storage (Mini-Warehouses) 

 
(e) Building location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset 

A. Buildings used solely for commercial purposes:  Ten (10) feet minimum. 
 
B. Buildings used in whole or part for residential purposes:  Twenty (20) feet 

minimum. 
 

3. Shore setback:  Seventy-five (75) feet minimum. 
 

(f) Height regulations 
1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 

one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory buildings:  Fifteen (15) feet maximum. 
 

(g) Area regulations 
1. Floor area: 

A. Minimum required for residential purposes:  Nine hundred (900) square feet total.  A 
minimum 440 square foot attached or detached garage is also required. 

 
B. Buildings used for both residential and business purposes:  Minimum fifteen 

hundred (1,500) square feet total. 
 
C. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Fifty (50) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 

A. Minimum area:  One acre with or without sewer. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One hundred fifty (150) feet with or without sewer. 

 
3. Open space:  Fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet minimum.



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 27 197  

SECTION 27 B-4 COMMERCIAL SPECIAL USE ZONING DISTRICT 
 
 Purpose and Intent 

This District is intended to provide for the orderly and attractive grouping of businesses at 
appropriate locations along the STH 164 and STH 74 highways and adjacent routes that lead into and 
out of the Town of Lisbon.  This district is intended for those businesses and customer services 
which are logically related to and dependent upon highway traffic, or which are specifically designed 
to serve the needs of such traffic and/or serve surrounding residential and corporate neighborhoods.  
The District is designed for convenience or one-stop shopping and is intended to service the entire 
community.  Sites will be developed free of outside storage and outside display of products unless 
otherwise approved subject to the conditional use provisions enumerated and contained within the 
zoning district.  The zoning district is located along and adjacent to an arterial highway and should 
be buffered by means of landscaping and berms from adjacent residential uses.  The Village and 
Town have agreed to cooperate on planning as part of the Boundary Stipulation and 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement Between the Village of Sussex and the Town of Lisbon 
herein after referred to as “Border Agreement” and Town of Lisbon’s Land Use Plan/Comprehensive 
Development Plan.  As a “special use” zoning district there are certain requirements and processes 
that are unique to development within this zoning district in comparison to other zoning districts in 
the Town of Lisbon. 

 
 Joint Planning Committee Role and Authority in this Zoning District 

The Joint Planning Committee (JPC) shall exercise its rights and authority in this zoning district as 
granted in the “Border Agreement” and through the Town of Lisbon's Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan. The Village of Sussex and Town of Lisbon, in a 
cooperative manner to regulate and foster quality development and land uses, will utilize the 
following procedure: 
 
“Both the Village of Sussex and the Town of Lisbon desire to have a smooth visual transition from 
one community to the next.  Therefore, any buildings approved in these Special Use Districts are to 
be constructed to match the design and feel of already existing businesses in the abutting areas of the 
Village of Sussex.  To that end and as mentioned above, the Town of Lisbon, in the implementation of 
its Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, will adopt zoning regulations and design 
standards comparable to those existing in the Village of Sussex for the Special Use Districts.  Said 
zoning regulations and design standards shall be reviewed and approved by the JPC, whose 
approval shall not be unreasonably withheld.  The design for specific buildings including, but not 
limited to, landscaping and parking, in these designated Special Use Districts shall be submitted to 
the JPC and must be approved by the JPC before building permits are issued. 
 
Until zoning and design standards are approved by the JPC for the Special Use Districts, the current 
Village of Sussex zoning categories, BP-1 and B-5, and the Sussex design standards as referenced in 
Chapter 18 of the Land Division and Development Ordinance for the Village of Sussex Code, shall 
be used by the JPC in its review and approval of specific buildings in the Special Use Districts.  If 
the JPC cannot reach agreement, the arbitration process as described in the “Border Agreement” 
shall be utilized to resolve the impasse.” 

 
 Review Process for Proposed Developments 

The review process for this zoning district shall be in accordance with the language contained in 
Section 27, and the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning 
Districts Design Standards, and other Town ordinances as applicable (Addendum E and Exhibit 
Maps A, B, C and D). 
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(1) To encourage a commercial environment that is compatible with the residential character of 
the Town and the neighboring Village, building permits for permitted uses in this zoning 
district shall not be issued without review and approval of the Town of Lisbon Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC as appropriate.  Said JPC review and approval shall be 
concerned with site plan, architectural plans, ingress and egress, parking, loading and 
unloading, landscaping, and open space utilization.  Town of Lisbon review and approval 
shall consist of all required plans per the Municipal Code of the Town of Lisbon. 

 
(2) Development that falls within this zoning district or special planning areas if not yet zoned 

shall be presented and reviewed by the Town Plan Commission under the normal process 
outlined in Chapter 11 of the Town of Lisbon’s Town Code.  Once the Town Plan 
Commission finds that the development is generally acceptable under the Zoning Ordinance, 
the development shall be forwarded to the JPC for its consideration and comment on any 
rezoning, land division, conditional use (CU), or Planned Unit Development (PUD), or to the 
JPC for review and approval of the site plan, architectural plan, ingress and egress, parking, 
loading and unloading, landscaping, and open space utilization plans.  After the 
consideration or approval (if such approval is granted) by the JPC  as appropriate for the 
type of development action being reviewed the development proceeds back to the Town Plan 
Commission and continues the normal process outlined in Chapter 11 of the Town of 
Lisbon’s Town Code. 

 
(3) The process for PUDs, CUs, and site plan and plan of operation review shall follow the 

process requirements outlined in Chapter 11 of the Town of Lisbon’s Town Code except as 
limited in this zoning district.  Where a conflict may occur, this zoning district shall apply as 
it is intended to guide development in this zoning district.  Uses shall be limited to those 
described in this zoning district. 

 
(a) Permitted Principal Uses 

The following retail and customer service establishments involving the selling of and storing of 
merchandise are permitted subject to the approval of a site plan and plan of operation: 
 

1. Art, dance, music teaching studios, or other similar fine arts. 
2. Architects, accountants, attorneys, advertisers, engineers, insurance sales, consultants, or 

other professional offices. 
3. Bakery stores. 
4. Banks, savings and loan associations, and other financial and/or investment institutions, 

including drive up facilities. 
5. Barber shops and beauty shops. 
6. Book stores. 
7. Business offices. 
8. Candy and confectionery stores. 
9. Copying and mail services. 
10. Delicatessens. 
11. Dentist, physician, or other similar professional health offices and clinics, excluding 

hospitals. 
12. Drugstores. 
13. Dry cleaning pick-up and delivery services. 
14. Florists, retail. 
15. Fruit and vegetable markets. 
16. Galleries. 
17. Gift stores, antique shops. 
18. Government services (post offices, etc.) 
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19. Hardware, paint, or decorating stores. 
20. Hobby shops. 
21. Meat, fish, or poultry markets. 
22. Optical stores. 
23. Packaged beverage stores. 
24. Photo and film pick-up stores, photography studios. 
25. Realtors. 
26. Shoe repair shops. 
27. Shoe stores. 
28. Soda and ice cream stores. 
29. Sporting goods stores. 
30. Tobacco stores. 
31. Variety stores. 
32. Video stores (non-adult oriented). 
33. Family home day care in an existing residential dwelling 
34. Other uses not specifically mentioned above may be permitted uses if the Town of Lisbon 

Plan Commission, Town of Lisbon Board, and JPC make the following findings: 
 

a. The use is consistent with the intent and types of uses depicted above, and 
b. The use is not listed as a conditional use, and 
c. The use is not one of the prohibited uses in Section C below. 
d. The use is safe, clean, and would not cause any hardship to neighboring property 

owners from noise, pollution, or other nuisance. 
 

This section is added to allow flexibility for the Town of Lisbon Plan Commission, Town of 
Lisbon Board, and JPC to consider multiple uses that cannot all be enumerated above in 
light of the difficulty and time constraints of adjusting zoning in a Town government. 

 
(b) Permitted Accessory Uses 

1. Garages for storage of licensed vehicles used in conjunction with the operation of a business. 
2. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be screened from view from streets and 

adjacent properties. 
3. Roof mounted HVAC type equipment shall be located, screened, and/or painted to minimize 

visibility from street and adjacent sites. 
4. Signs in accordance with the guidelines set forth in Chapter 13, Signs, of the General Code 

of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A).   Landscape and site plans for the signs must be 
submitted, reviewed, and approved by the plan commission to evaluate size, orientation, and 
compatibility with the entire site. 

5. Off-street parking and loading areas provided detailed site plans, including landscaping and 
buffering, are submitted to and approved by the plan commission.  Front, rear, and side yard 
pavement setbacks shall not be less than ten (10) feet.  Shared drives and shared parking 
areas may be allowed between adjacent properties where appropriate and practical, through 
the use of cross-easements or other internal linkages between the properties, with approval 
of the plan commission. 

 
(c) Certain Incompatible Uses Prohibited 
 The following uses are considered to be incompatible with the residential characteristics of the Town 

and surrounding area and are herewith prohibited: 
1. Any new residential dwelling. 
2. Car, truck, and trailer sales lots - new and used. 
3. Outside bulk sales, bulk storage, or bulk display of materials or products. 
4. Drive-in theaters. 
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5. Commercial childcare facilities. 
6. Residential, commercial, and mixed Planned Unit Developments. 
7. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels. 
8. Bed and Breakfast facilities 
9. Two Family and Multi Family 
10. Commercial Truck Parking 
11. Limited Family Businesses 
12. Marinas 
13. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
14. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
15. Operations which generate noise levels which exceed the following when measured at the 

property line. 
 

Octave Band Frequency 
(Cycles Per Second) 

South Level 
(Decibels) 

             0 to 74 72 
           75 to 149 67 
         150 to 299 59 
         300 to 599 52 
         600 to 1199 46 
       1200 to 2399 40 
       2400 to 4799 34 
            4800 and above          32 

 
All noise shall be so muffled or otherwise controlled as not to become objectionable due to 
intermittence, duration, beat frequency, impulse character, periodic character or shrillness. 

16. Adult oriented establishments. 
 
(d) Conditional Uses 

Any use similar in character to the permitted uses listed above conducted as a retail business on the 
premises, catering to the general public, and compatible to the character of adjacent areas: 

 
1. Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts, Taverns, Dance Halls, Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, 

and similar uses, including fast food and drive through restaurants. 
2. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Station and Convenience Stores associated with gasoline 

sales. 
3. Communication towers and facilities, including antenna masts and satellite dish antennas 

located in the rear yard and roof-mounted satellite dish antennas and roof-mounted solar 
collectors on the roof of the principal structure, provided a registered engineer contracted by 
the owner shall certify that the structure is adequate to support the load.  All such roof 
mounted facilities shall be screened from view with the screening approved by the plan 
commission. 

4. Private clubs and resorts. 
5. Business park and shopping center uses. 
6. Public and semi public buildings and uses, including hospitals and health care facilities. 
7. All outside storage areas shall be at least 600 feet from residential, park, and public and 

institutional zoning districts located in the Village of Sussex or Town.  The Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC may waive or reduce the 600-foot separation 
requirement.  In all cases, outside storage shall be screened from all sides.  All screening 
plans are subject to Town Plan Commission review and approval.  Screening may be a 
permanent opaque wall matching the building materials, fencing or landscaping as deemed 
appropriate by the Town Plan Commission.  The height of the screening shall be sufficient to 
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screen the product(s) in the outside storage area.  Furthermore, no use shall be granted a 
modification of the separation requirement if the Town Plan Commission determines that the 
use will have a high risk of fire, explosion, noise, vibration, or odor. 

8. Other uses not specifically mentioned above may be conditional uses if the Town Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC make the following findings: 

  
a. The use is consistent with the intent and types of uses depicted for the zoning district, 

and 
b. The use is not one of the prohibited uses in Section C above, and 
c. The use is safe, clean, and would not cause any hardship to neighboring property owners 

from noise, pollution, or other nuisance. 
 
This section is added to allow flexibility for the Town Plan Commission, Town Board, and 
JPC to consider multiple uses that cannot all be enumerated above in light of the difficulty 
and time constraints of adjusting zoning in a Town government. 

 
(e) Building Location 

1. Road Setback: 
Fifty (50) feet. 

 
2. Side yard offset: 

Twenty (20) feet minimum. 
 
3. Rear yard offset: 

Forty (40) feet minimum. 
 

4. Shore Setback: 
75 feet minimum from the ordinary high water mark, wetland conservancy, or floodplain, 
whichever is closer, unless otherwise excepted in this ordinance. 

 
(f) Height Regulations 

1. Principal structure:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at 
least one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without 
an exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

2. Accessory structure:  Fifteen (15) feet in height. 
 

(g) Area Regulations 
1. Floor Area Ratio/Lot Coverage/Open Space: 

Maximum FAR of thirty percent (30%) unsewered, and fifty percent (50%) sewered.  Not 
more than sixty-five percent (65%) unsewered, or seventy five percent (75%) sewered, of 
any lot shall be covered with buildings, surfaced pavement, driveways, parking, loading 
areas, or other covering materials which are impervious to surface absorption.  Landscaped 
open space shall occupy not less than 35% (unsewered), or 25% (sewered) of the lot area. 

 
2. Lot Size: 

One (1) acre minimum with or without sewer. 
  

3. Lot Width: 
Minimum average lot width:  150 feet with or without sewer. 
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(h) Design Standards 
The following guidelines are specific standards that apply to this zoning district.  In addition, 
development in this zoning district must follow the Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the 
Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts and other general 
guidelines within Chapter 11 of the Lisbon Municipal Code which is the Town’s Zoning Ordinance 
(hereinafter referred to as Chapter 11) related to design issues.  Where a conflict exists, this section 
and the Design Standards shall apply. 

 
(1) Parking and Storage 

a. Surfacing.  All off-street loading, driveways, parking areas shall be surfaced with an 
asphaltic or Portland cement pavement in accordance with Chapter 11 and the Town of 
Lisbon standards and specifications so as to provide a durable and dust free surface, and 
shall be so graded and drained as to dispose of all surface water accumulated within the area.  
Any surface water discharged off premises shall be so channeled and located so as not to 
create a nuisance to adjacent properties.  Surfacing of loading areas shall be completed 
before occupancy is granted.  Storage areas shall be surfaced with an asphaltic or Portland 
cement. 

 
b. Landscaping.  All public off-street parking areas which serve twenty (20) vehicles or more 

and are created or redesigned and rebuilt subsequent to the adoption of this Zoning 
Ordinance shall be provided with accessory landscape areas totaling not less than seven and 
one-half (7 1/2) percent.  The minimum size of each landscape area shall not be less than 
150 square feet and landscaped areas shall be distributed evenly throughout the parking area.  
Location of landscape areas, plant materials, and protection afforded the plantings shall be 
reviewed by the Town Plan Commission, Town Board, and JPC.  All Plans for such 
proposed parking areas shall include a topographic survey or grading plan which shows 
existing and proposed grades and location of improvements.  The preservation of existing 
trees, shrubs, and other natural vegetation in the parking area may be included in the 
calculation of the required minimum landscape area.  Those parking areas for twenty (20) or 
more vehicles if adjoining a residential use shall be screened from such use by a solid wall, 
fence, evergreen planting of equivalent visual density or other effective means, built and 
maintained at a minimum height of six (6) feet. 

 
c. Openings for driveways shall provide adequate access to a public street.  No driveway for 

any other use shall be less than 24 feet in width at the street right-of-way line nor shall it 
exceed 32 feet at the street right-of-way line. 

 
d. Storage.  Parking spaces required to meet the minimum parking requirements of Chapter 11 

shall not be used for the long term storage of motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, 
commercial inventory, or equipment.  Parking spaces shall not be used or leased to persons 
not using the principal use.   Parking spaces are considered accessory to the principal use, 
unless prior approval for such shared or secondary use has been granted by the Town Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC. 

 
e. Lighting shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the standards set forth herein: 

1. Type.   Shielded luminaries, or luminaries with cutoff optics, and careful fixture 
placement shall be required so as to facilitate compliance with this section. 

 
2. Orientation. Exterior lighting fixtures shall be orientated so that the lighting 

element (or a transparent shield) does not throw rays onto neighboring properties.  
No lighting sources shall be visible from outside its premises.  Light rays shall not 
be directed into street rights-of-way or upward into the atmosphere.  No horizontal 
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throw via outward projecting lenses or optics shall be permitted contributing as a 
point glare source.  The intensity of illumination, measured at the property line, shall 
not exceed 0.2 foot-candles. 

 
3. Minimum Lighting Standards.  All areas designated on approved site plans for 

vehicular parking, loading, or circulation and used for any such purpose after sunset 
and where it is reasonable to expect pedestrian use shall provide artificial 
illumination in such areas at a minimum intensity to meet the standards set forth in 
the American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting and those standards 
set forth in the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America's Lighting for 
Parking Facilities. 

 
4. Flashing, flickering, or other distracting lighting which may distract motorists is 

prohibited.  Lighting which creates or becomes a public nuisance is not permitted. 
 

f. General Landscaping and Buffering other than outlined in Section H(1)b shall be developed 
per the Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use 
and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
g. Building and Structures and Materials shall be developed per the Design Standards of the 

Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use 
Zoning Districts. 

 
h. Other Site Planning and Design Issues shall be developed per Design Standards of the Town 

of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning 
Districts. 

 
i. Signage Shall be developed per Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the 

Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 
 

j. Pedestrian Orientation shall be developed per the Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon 
for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
k. Environmental Protection shall be developed per Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon 

for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 
 

l. Erosion Control 
Developments must follow the Town’s Erosion Control Ordinance, Land Disturbance 
Ordinance, the Waukesha County Storm Water Management Regulations, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources NR-216, NR-151 and applicable Chapter 30 regulations.
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SECTION 28    B-P INDUSTRIAL/ BUSINESS PARK SPECIAL USE ZONING DISTRICT 
 
Purpose and Intent 
This zoning district is intended to provide for the orderly and attractive grouping of diverse office, retail, and 
customer service uses, and industrial uses of limited intensity where the appearance of such mixed uses is 
enhanced by pleasing building architecture and generously landscaped sites.  Sites will be developed free of 
outside storage and outside display of products unless otherwise approved subject to the conditional use 
provisions enumerated and contained within the zoning district.  The zoning district is located along and 
adjacent to an arterial highway and should be buffered by means of landscaping and berms from adjacent 
residential uses.  The Village and Town have agreed to cooperate on planning as part of the Boundary 
Stipulation and Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement Between the Village of Sussex and the Town of 
Lisbon herein after referred to as “Border Agreement” and Town of Lisbon’s Land Use Plan/Comprehensive 
Development Plan.  As a “special use” zoning district there are certain requirements and processes that are 
unique to development within this zoning district in comparison to other zoning districts in the Town of 
Lisbon.  This zoning district is initially comprised of the Lieds parcel of 44.98 acres located in the NE 1/4 of 
Section 25-8-19, initially administered to said site through a Declaration of Restrictions recorded in the 
Waukesha County Register of Deeds Office.  Other parcels in the Town of Lisbon maybe subject to this 
zoning district per the Town of Lisbon’s Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan. 
 
Joint Planning Committee Role and Authority in this Zoning District 
The Joint Planning Committee (JPC) shall exercise its rights and authority in this zoning district as granted in 
the “Border Agreement” and through the Town of Lisbon's Land Use Plan/Comprehensive Development 
Plan. The Village of Sussex and Town of Lisbon, in a cooperative manner to regulate and foster quality 
development and land uses, will utilize the following procedure: 
 
“Both the Village of Sussex and the Town of Lisbon desire to have a smooth visual transition from one 
community to the next.  Therefore, any buildings approved in these Special Use Districts are to be 
constructed to match the design and feel of already existing businesses in the abutting areas of the Village of 
Sussex.  To that end and as mentioned above, the Town of Lisbon, in the implementation of its Land Use 
Plan/Comprehensive Development Plan, will adopt zoning regulations and design standards comparable to 
those existing in the Village of Sussex for the Special Use Districts.  Said zoning regulations and design 
standards shall be reviewed and approved by the JPC, whose approval shall not be unreasonably withheld.  
The design for specific buildings including, but not limited to, landscaping and parking, in these designated 
Special Use Districts shall be submitted to the JPC and must be approved by the JPC before building permits 
are issued. 
 
Until zoning and design standards are approved by the JPC for the Special Use Districts, the current Village 
of Sussex zoning categories, BP-1 and B-5, and the Sussex design standards as referenced in Chapter 18 of 
the Land Division and Development Ordinance for the Village of Sussex Code, shall be used by the JPC in 
its review and approval of specific buildings in the Special Use Districts.  If the JPC cannot reach 
agreement, the arbitration process as described in the “Border Agreement” shall be utilized to resolve the 
impasse.” 
 
Review Process for Development within this Zoning District 
The review process for this zoning district shall be in accordance with the language contained in Section 28, 
and the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts Design 
Standards, and other Town ordinances as applicable (Addendum E and Exhibit Maps A, B, C and D). 
 

1. To encourage a business park environment that is compatible with the residential character of the 
Town and the neighboring Village and that will maintain a campus like setting, building permits for 
permitted uses in this zoning district shall not be issued without review and approval of the Town of 
Lisbon Plan Commission, Town Board, and JPC as appropriate.  Said JPC review and approval shall 
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be concerned with site plan, architectural plans, ingress and egress, parking, loading and unloading, 
landscaping, and open space utilization.  Town of Lisbon review and approval shall consist of all 
required plans per the Municipal Code of the Town of Lisbon. 

 
2. Development that falls within this zoning district or special planning areas if not yet zoned  shall be 

presented and reviewed by the Town Plan Commission under the normal process outlined in Chapter 
11 of the Town of Lisbon’s Town Code.  Once the Town Plan Commission finds that the 
development is generally acceptable under the Zoning Ordinance, the development shall be 
forwarded to the JPC for its consideration and comment on any rezoning, land division, conditional 
use (CU), or Planned Unit Development (PUD), or to the JPC for review and approval of the site 
plan, architectural plan, ingress and egress, parking, loading and unloading, landscaping, and open 
space utilization plans.  After the consideration or approval (if such approval is granted) by the JPC  
as appropriate for the type of development action being reviewed the development proceeds back to 
the Town Plan Commission and continues the normal process outlined in Chapter 11 of the Town of 
Lisbon’s Town Code. 

 
3. The process for PUDs, CUs, and site plan and plan of operation review shall follow the process 

requirements outlined in Chapter 11 of the Town of Lisbon’s Town Code except as limited in this 
zoning district.  Where a conflict may occur, this zoning district shall apply as it is intended to guide 
development in this zoning district.  Uses shall be limited to those described in this zoning district. 

 
a.  Permitted Uses 

The following uses may occur on individual sites or as part of a larger planned development subject to the 
approval of a site plan and plan of operation: 

 
(1) The manufacture, fabrication, assembly, and/or processing of the following products; parts, 

supplies, or sub-assemblies of the same: 
• Apparel and findings and related products 
• Automatic temperature controls 
• Automotive upholstery 
• Baked goods and bakery products 
• Beverages, non-alcoholic, including bottling 
• Blank books, loose-leaf binders, and devices 
• Boot and shoe cut stock and bindings 
• Brooms and brushes 
• Canvas products 
• Cheese 
• Cleaning, dressing, and dyeing 
• Commercial bakeries 
• Computer hardware and software 
• Confections 
• Cosmetic and toiletries 
• Costume jewelry, novelties, buttons, and miscellaneous notions 
• Curtains and draperies 
• Dental equipment 
• Electrical appliances and electronic devices 
• Electrotyping and stereotyping 
• Engineering, laboratory, scientific and research instruments/equipment 
• Fabrics, broad and narrow woven 
• Felt goods 
• Flavor extracts and flavor syrups 
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• Floor coverings limited to rugs and carpeting 
• Food locker plants, excluding slaughtering 
• Footwear 
• Fur products, packaging/assembly, excluding slaughtering or dressing 
• Glass and glass products 
• Graphics and/or graphic design 
• Handbags and other personal leather goods 
• Hat, caps, and millinery 
• Ice 
• Ice cream and frozen desserts 
• Jewelry 
• Knit goods, yarns and threads 
• Lace goods 
• Lamp shades 
• Leather, but not including tanning 
• Luggage 
• Manifold business forms 
• Mechanical measuring and controlling instruments 
• Men, Women, and Youth furnishings, work clothes, and garments 
• Morticians goods 
• Musical instruments 
• Office furniture 
• Ophthalmic goods 
• Optical instruments and lenses paper products 
• Orthopedic, prosthetic, and surgical appliances 
• Paper coating and glazing, and paper products/envelopes/greeting cards 
• Partitions, shelving, lockers, and office and store fixtures 
• Pens, pencils, and other office and artist materials 
• Pharmaceuticals 
• Photoengraving instruments 
• Photographic equipment 
• Pizza 
• Pleating, decorative, and novelty stitching and tucking for the trade 
• Raincoats and other waterproof outer garments 
• Robes and dressing gowns 
• Signs and advertising displays 
• Silverware and plated ware 
• Surgical and medical instruments 
• Textiles, dyeing and finishing 
• Toys, amusement, sporting, and athletic goods 
• Umbrellas, parasols, and canes 
• Venetian blinds and shades 
• Wallpaper 
• Watches, clocks, clockwork operated devices 

 
(2) Business and service facilities including: 

• Accounting, auditing, and bookkeeping services. 
• Administrative and public service offices. 
• Advertising services 
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• Bakeries 
• Banks and financial institutions, excluding drive-through facilities 
• Barber shops and beauty shops 
• Book stores, newspaper and magazine stores 
• Cabinet makers 
• Camera and photographic supply stores 
• Computer software development 
• Confectioneries 
• Grocery stores/Drug Stores 
• Corporate headquarters 
• Delicatessens 
• Dental and medical clinics 
• Duplicating and mailing services 
• Data processing centers 
• Electrician 
• Employment services 
• Hotels and motels 
• Interior decorators 
• Janitorial supplies 
• Machine shops 
• Office supplies and business machine stores 
• Parking lots and structures 
• Plumbing and heating services 
• Professional offices of an architect, engineer, lawyer, accountant, doctor, dentist, realtor, 
         optometrist, clergy, or other similarly recognized profession 
• Public relations offices 
• Publishing, printing, and binding of books, newspapers, periodicals 
• Radio and television studios, not including transmitting towers 
• Real estate and insurance sales offices 
• Research and development facilities 
• Restaurants, including drive-in restaurants, but excluding drive-throughs 
• Security brokers, dealers, and associated investment services 
• Sheet metal services 
• Studios for photography, painting, music, sculpture, art, or dance 
• Travel agencies 
• Limited warehousing and storage facilities for distributors provided that such warehousing and 
          storage does not exceed 50,000 square feet or have more than 5 overhead doors. 
 

(3) Other uses not specifically mentioned above may be permitted uses if the Town of Lisbon Plan 
Commission, Town of Lisbon Board, and JPC makes the following findings: 

 
a. The use is consistent with the intent and types of uses depicted above, and 
b. The use is not listed as a conditional uses, and 
c. The use is not one of the prohibited uses in Section D below. 
d. The use is safe, clean, and would not cause any hardship to neighboring property owners 

from noise, pollution, or other nuisance. 
 

This section is added to allow flexibility for the Town of Lisbon Plan Commission, Town of 
Lisbon Board, and JPC to consider multiple uses that cannot all be enumerated above in light of 
the difficulty and time constraints of adjusting zoning in a Town government. 
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b. Permitted Accessory Uses 
(1) Garages for storage of vehicles used in conjunction with the permitted uses. 
(2) Off-street parking and loading areas. 
(3) Office, storage, power supply, distribution, warehousing, and other uses normally auxiliary to 

permitted business park uses. 
(4) Indoor storage and sale of machinery and equipment associated with the permitted business park 

uses. 
(5) Satellite dish antennas located on the roof of the principal structure or in the rear yard.  Where the 

satellite dish is roof-mounted, a registered engineer shall certify that the structure is adequate to 
support the load. 

(6) Roof-mounted solar collectors provided that a registered engineer shall certify that the structure is 
adequate to support the load. 

(7) Bus/taxi shelters or waiting areas. 
(8) Refuse areas. 
(9) Signage in accordance Town Sign Ordinance Chapter 13 of the Municipal Code (Addendum A). 

 
c. Conditional Uses 
 (1) Business Uses  The following commercial uses shall be conditional uses and may be permitted 

as specified: 
a. Drive-Through Facilities such as drive-through banks, restaurants.  For drive through 

restaurants refer to the conditional use for Restaurants, Supper Clubs, Lake Resorts (open to 
the general public), Taverns, Dance Halls, Pool Halls, Bowling Alleys, and Similar Uses.  For 
all other drive through facilities refer to the conditional use for drive through facilities. 

 
b. Radio and Television transmitting towers, receiving towers, relay and microwave towers, and 

broadcast studios.  Broadcast studios and offices without towers may be permitted in this 
zoning district. 

 
c. Commercial Day Care Centers (refer to Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses) provided 

that any outside play area is surrounded by a security fence; that no day care center is located 
within 300 feet of a gasoline service station, underground gasoline storage tanks, or any other 
storage of explosive material; that no day care center shall be located in an area where air 
pollution caused by smoke, dust, gases, or other particulate matter would endanger children; 
that no day care center shall be located in an area where noise would be so loud, shrill, or have 
an impulse to endanger children; that traffic be managed in a manner to minimize danger to 
children; and provided that adequate parking and circulation be provided on the day care 
facility site. 

 
d. Truck terminals of any size, warehousing, distribution centers, storage facilities for 

distributors, and mail-order centers over 50,000 square feet or with more than 5 overhead 
doors. 

 
e. Cellular and Digital Communication Antennas provided that: 

1. The developer shall prepare a plan showing the number and potential location of all 
antenna sites needed in the Town (and all other adjacent municipalities) to complete the 
communication network. 

2. All antennas shall be constructed on existing structures, such as, but not limited to, water 
towers, public buildings, existing utility towers, industrial buildings, farm silos, barns, or 
other communication towers. 

3. If it is determined by the Plan Commission that such antennas cannot be co-located on 
existing structures, freestanding tower structures may be permitted, but such structures 
shall be designed to support the proposed antennas and three additional sets of 
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communication antennas.  The developer shall agree, in writing, to make the structure 
available for co-location by other companies of other communication equipment at a 
reasonable return. 

4. The developer may be required to post a bond or cash deposit to assure maintenance of 
communication equipment and its supporting structures; and to assure that if such facilities 
are abandoned, sufficient resources are available for the Town to remove such equipment 
and structures. 

 
f. Gasoline Service Stations with or without Convenience Stores – including car washes and oil 

change facilities provided that the use shall not cause--or shall include traffic control measures 
to ameliorate--traffic congestion; that lighting and glare shall not extend into adjacent 
residential neighborhoods; and that service islands shall comply with the minimum setback 
requirements of the zoning district.  Canopies over a gasoline service island may extend into 
front, side or rear yard areas, but shall not encroach more than six (6) feet into any required 
yard and in no case, may a canopy extend into a street R.O.W. 

 
g. Outside Storage for commercial uses.  All outside storage areas shall be at least 600 feet from 

residential, park, and public and institutional zoning districts located in the Village of Sussex 
or Town.  The Plan Commission, Town Board, and JPC may waive or reduce the 600-foot 
separation requirement.  In all cases, outside storage shall be screened from all sides.  All 
screening plans are subject to Town Plan Commission review and approval.  Screening may be 
a permanent opaque wall matching the building materials, fencing or landscaping as deemed 
appropriate by the Town Plan Commission.  The height of the screening shall be sufficient to 
screen the product(s) in the outside storage area.  Furthermore, no use shall be granted a 
modification of the separation requirement if the Town Plan Commission determines that the 
use will have a high risk of fire, explosion, noise, vibration, or odor. 

 
(2) Industrial Uses  The following Industrial Uses shall be conditional uses and may be permitted as 

specified: 
a. Animal Clinics or Hospitals, excluding commercial kennels, provided all principal structures 

and uses are not less than 100 feet from any residential use. 
 

b. Outside Storage  of building materials, ice, dry ice, flammables, gasoline, grains, paint, 
shellac, fat, lard, turpentine, vinegar, and yeast or other industrial outside storage.  All outside 
storage areas shall be at least 600 feet from residential, park, and public and institutional 
zoning districts located in the Village of Sussex or Town.  The Town Plan Commission, Town 
Board, and JPC may waive or reduce the 600-foot separation requirement.  In all cases, outside 
storage should be screened from all sides.  All screening plans are subject to Town Plan 
Commission review and approval.  Screening should be a permanent, predominantly 
evergreen, planting screen, the individual trees to be of such a number and so arranged that 
they will have formed a dense screen within ten years or by a fence or masonry wall or a 
combination of the above.  Individual trees shall be capable of reaching a height of ten feet 
within two years.  Furthermore, no use shall be granted a modification of the separation 
requirement if the Town Plan Commission determines that the use will have a high risk of fire, 
explosion, noise, vibration, odor, or if the use will generate traffic volumes in excess of those 
reasonably expected in a residential neighborhood. 

 
c. Factory Outlets and retail sales of products made onsite in the principal industrial operation. 
 
d. Construction Services (refer to Contractor’s Yard) not listed as permitted uses above. 

 
e. General Sales of Industrial Products, not listed as permitted uses above. 
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(3) Other uses not specifically mentioned above may be conditional uses if the Town Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC make the following finding: 

 
a. The use is consistent with the intent and types of uses depicted for the zoning district, and 
b. The use is not one of the prohibited uses in Section D below, and 
c. The use is safe, clean, and would not cause any hardship to neighboring property owners 

from noise, pollution, or other nuisance. 
 

This section is added to allow flexibility for the Town Plan Commission, Town Board, and JPC to 
consider multiple uses that cannot all be enumerated above in light of the difficulty and time 
constraints of adjusting zoning in a Town government. 

 
d. Certain Incompatible Uses Prohibited  The following uses are considered to be incompatible with the 

residential characteristics of the Town and surrounding area and are herewith prohibited: 
 (1) Manufacturing of ammonia, asbestos, asphalt, cement, chlorine, coal tar, creosote, explosives, 

fertilizer, glue, gypsum, insecticides, lampblack, poison, pulp, pyroxylin, and radium. 
 (2) Processing ammonia, asbestos, asphalt, cabbage, chlorine, coal tar, creosote, explosives, fertilizer, 

fish, glue, grease, gypsum, insecticides, lampblack, offal, poison, pulp, pyroxylin, and radioactive 
materials. 

 (3) Storage of bulk fertilizer, explosives, gasoline in excess of 50,000 gallons, grease, and radioactive 
materials. 

 (4) Forges, foundries, garbage incinerators, animal reduction, rubbish storage, slaughter houses, 
smelters, stockyards, and tanneries. 

 (5) Drive-in outdoor theaters. 
 (6) Junkyards. 
 (7) New residential dwellings. 
 (8) Bed and Breakfast facilities. 
 (9) Adult oriented establishments. 

(10) Operations which generate noise levels which exceed the following when measured at the property 
line. 

 
Octave Band Frequency 
(Cycles Per Second) 

South Level 
(Decibels) 

             0 to 74 72 
           75 to 149 67 
         150 to 299 59 
         300 to 599 52 
         600 to 1199 46 
       1200 to 2399 40 
       2400 to 4799 34 
       4800 and above 32 

 
All noise shall be so muffled or otherwise controlled as not to become objectionable due to 
intermittence, duration, beat frequency, impulse character, periodic character or shrillness. 
 

e. Lot Area and Width 
(1) Lots shall have a minimum of 40,000 square feet in area and shall be not less than 150 feet 

in width. 
 
(2) To achieve a campus-like appearance, lot coverage by buildings, accessory structures, 

surface parking and loading areas, and driveways shall occupy no more than 75 percent of 
the lot area.  Landscaped open space shall occupy not less than 25 percent of the lot area. 
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f. Building Height 
(1) No building or parts of a building shall exceed 60 feet in height. 

 
g. Setback and Yards 

(1) There shall be a minimum building setback of 50 feet from the street right-of-way. 
 

(2) There shall be a side yard of 25 feet on each side of all structures not exceeding 45 feet in 
height. Buildings in excess of 45 feet in height shall increase the minimum side yards one (1) 
foot for each additional one (1) foot of building height over 45 feet up to a maximum height 
of 60 feet. 

 
(3) There shall be a rear yard of not less than 25 feet. 

 
(4) There shall be a minimum shore yard of 75 feet from the ordinary highwater mark of any 

navigable body of water.  In addition, no building or structure shall be located closer than 15 
feet from the Conservancy or Conservancy Wetland and Floodplain zoning district 
boundaries, or less than 2 feet above the Regional Flood Elevation. 

 
(5) Service islands for gasoline service structures shall be considered principal structures and 

shall comply with building setback requirements.  Canopies over a gasoline service island 
may extend into a front, side, or rear yard, but shall not encroach more than six (6) feet into 
any required yard and in no case, may a canopy extend into a street right-of-way. 

 
(6) Parking Setbacks shall be as follows for this zoning district:  Arterial Roadway 30 feet from 

the right of way, other street yard 25 feet from the right of way.  Parking Side and Rear Yard 
shall be a minimum of 5 feet from the property line.  The actual setbacks, side yards, and 
rear yards for a particular site may need to be increased to address landscaping and buffering 
requirements for the site as determined by the Town Plan Commission, Town Board, and 
JPC. 

 
h. Design Standards:  The following guidelines are specific standards that apply to this zoning 

district.  In addition, development in this zoning district must follow the Design Standards of 
the Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use 
Zoning Districts and other general guidelines within Chapter 11 of the Lisbon Municipal Code 
which is the Town’s Zoning Ordinance (hereinafter referred to as Chapter 11) related to design 
issues.  Where a conflict exists, this section and the Design Standards shall apply. 

 
(1) Parking and Storage 

a. Surfacing.  All off-street loading, driveways, parking areas shall be surfaced with an 
asphaltic or Portland cement pavement in accordance with Chapter 11 and the Town 
of Lisbon standards and specifications so as to provide a durable and dust free 
surface, and shall be so graded and drained as to dispose of all surface water 
accumulated within the area.  Any surface water discharged off premises shall be so 
channeled and located so as not to create a nuisance to adjacent properties.  
Surfacing of loading areas shall be completed before occupancy is granted.  Storage 
areas shall be surfaced with an asphaltic or Portland cement or reground asphaltic 
surface.  If the storage areas are a reground asphalt product, the design shall require 
approval of the Town Engineer before installation to ensure compliance with 
maintenance and dust free standards. 

 
b. Landscaping.  All public off-street parking areas which serve twenty (20) vehicles or 

more and are created or redesigned and rebuilt subsequent to the adoption of this 
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Zoning Ordinance shall be provided with accessory landscape areas totaling not less 
than seven and one-half (7 1/2) percent.  The minimum size of each landscape area 
shall not be less than 150 square feet and landscaped areas shall be distributed 
evenly throughout the parking area.  Location of landscape areas, plant materials, 
and protection afforded the plantings shall be reviewed by the Town Plan 
Commission, Town Board, and JPC.  All Plans for such proposed parking areas shall 
include a topographic survey or grading plan which shows existing and proposed 
grades and location of improvements.  The preservation of existing trees, shrubs, and 
other natural vegetation in the parking area may be included in the calculation of the 
required minimum landscape area.  Those parking areas for twenty (20) or more 
vehicles if adjoining a residential use shall be screened from such use by a solid 
wall, fence, evergreen planting of equivalent visual density or other effective means, 
built and maintained at a minimum height of six (6) feet. 

 
c. Openings for driveways shall provide adequate access to a public street.  No 

driveway for any other use shall be less than 24 feet in width at the street right-of-
way line nor shall it exceed 32 feet at the street right-of-way line. 

 
d. Storage.  Parking spaces required to meet the minimum parking requirements of 

Chapter 11 shall not be used for the long term storage of motor vehicles, recreational 
vehicles, boats, commercial or industrial inventory, or equipment.  Parking spaces 
shall not be used or leased to persons not using the principal use.   Parking spaces 
are considered accessory to the principal use, unless prior approval for such shared 
or secondary use has been granted by the Town Plan Commission, Town Board, and 
JPC. 

 
(2) Lighting shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the standards set forth 

herein: 
a. Type.  Shielded luminaries, or luminaries with cutoff optics, and careful fixture 

placement shall be required so as to facilitate compliance with this section. 
 

b. Orientation.  Exterior lighting fixtures shall be orientated so that the lighting element 
(or a transparent shield) does not throw rays onto neighboring properties.  No 
lighting sources shall be visible from outside its premises.  Light rays shall not be 
directed into street rights-of-way or upward into the atmosphere.  No horizontal 
throw via outward projecting lenses or optics shall be permitted contributing as a 
point glare source.  The intensity of illumination, measured at the property line, shall 
not exceed 0.2 foot-candles. 

 
c. Minimum Lighting Standards.  All areas designated on approved site plans for 

vehicular parking, loading, or circulation and used for any such purpose after sunset 
and where it is reasonable to expect pedestrian use shall provide artificial 
illumination in such areas at a minimum intensity to meet the standards set forth in 
the American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting and those standards 
set forth in the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America's Lighting for 
Parking Facilities. 

 
d. Flashing, flickering, or other distracting lighting which may distract motorists is 

prohibited.  Lighting which creates or becomes a public nuisance is not permitted. 
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(3)  General Landscaping and Buffering other than outlined in Section H(1)b 
shall be developed per the Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the 
Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
(4)  Building and Structures and Materials shall be developed per the Design 

Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and 
Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
(5)  Other Site Planning and Design Issues shall be developed per Design 

Standards of the Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and 
Commercial Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
(6)  Signage Shall be developed per Design Standards of the Town of Lisbon for 

the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial Special Use Zoning 
Districts. 

 
(7)  Pedestrian Orientation shall be developed per the Design Standards of the 

Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial 
Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
(8)  Environmental Protection  shall be developed per Design Standards of the 

Town of Lisbon for the Industrial/Business Park Special Use and Commercial 
Special Use Zoning Districts. 

 
(9)  Erosion Control Developments must follow the Town Erosion Control 

Ordinance, Land Disturbance Ordinance, the Waukesha County Storm Water 
Management Regulations, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources NR-216, 
NR-151 and applicable Chapter 30 regulations. 
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SECTION 29 (Reserved)
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SECTION 30 Q-1 QUARRYING DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is mainly intended to provide for limited A-3 agricultural/residential estate district uses 

and quarrying and quarry related operations. 
 
(b) Permitted Uses  

1. Any use as permitted in the A-3 agricultural/residential estate district, except family home 
day care and new residential dwellings of any type are prohibited.  Signs shall be regulated 
in accordance with Section 30 (b) 7 below. 

 
2. Quarrying, although permitted, shall be authorized as a conditional use under Section 4 (h) 

25 of this Ordinance.  By placing a property in this zoning category, it has been determined 
that the subject area is appropriate for such quarrying designation and the issuance of a 
conditional use permit to authorize the quarrying of the site shall be conditional on 
compliance with the standards and regulations as set forth in Section 4 (h) 25. 

 
3. The following related operations where accessory to the permitted quarrying operation, 

subject to the regulations of Section 4 (h) 25: 
 

A. The manufacture of concrete building blocks or other similar blocks. 
B. Production of ready-mixed concrete. 
C. Production of asphalt. 
D. Stone cutting and crushing. 
E. Recycling of asphalt and concrete. 

 
 4. Commercial Truck Parking 
 
 5. Outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and Plan of Operation by the Town 

Plan Commission, except when accessory to a Self Service Storage (Mini-Warehouse) 
Conditional Use where it requires the approval of a Conditional Use. 

 
 6. Adult-oriented establishments in accordance with Section 3 (s). 
 
 7. Signs, either illuminated or non-illuminated, may be erected subject to Plan Commission 

approval as to design, location, area, size, number, purpose, and any other relevant factors 
affecting use of the property or any adjoining properties, and in accordance with Chapter 13, 
Signs, of the General Code of Ordinances (refer to Addendum A). 

 
(c) Prohibited uses 
 1. Animal Hospitals, Veterinarian Clinics, and Commercial Kennels 

2. Bed and Breakfast 
3. Limited Family Business 
4. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
5. Planned unit developments 

 
(d) Conditional Uses 
 1. Public and semi public buildings and uses 

2. Contractors yards 
3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly  
4. Public and Commercial Disposal Operations for Noncombustible Materials 
5. Private clubs and resorts 
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6. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 
 7. Communication towers 

8. Testing laboratories 
9. Quarrying 
10. Self Service Storage (Mini-Warehouses) 

 
(e) Building location 

1. Setback:  
A. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
 
B. Other permitted uses:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 

 
2. Offset: 

A. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
 
B. Other permitted uses:  Twenty (20) feet minimum. 

 
 3. Shore Setback: 

 A. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
 

  B. Other permitted uses:  Seventy five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(f) Height regulations  

1. Principal building:  Forty-five (45) feet maximum if a two story and fully exposed on at least 
one side of the building.  Thirty-five (35) feet maximum if a one story with or without an 
exposure, or a two story with no exposure. 

 
2. Accessory buildings: 

A. Quarrying operations:  Sixty (60) feet maximum. 
 
B. Other permitted uses:  Fifteen (15) feet maximum. 

 
(g) Area regulations  

1. Floor area: 
A. Minimum required for residence purposes: 

i. First floor:  Nine hundred (900) square feet. 
 

ii. Total one (l) family:  One thousand (1,000) square feet. 
 
iii. Total two (2) families:  One thousand eight hundred (1,800) square feet. 

 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted: 

i. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
ii. Other permitted uses:   Ten (10) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 

A. Minimum area: 
i. Other permitted uses: Three (3) acres. 
ii. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 

 
B. Minimum average width: 

i. Other permitted uses:  Two hundred (200) feet. 
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ii. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
 

3. Open space: 
 A. Quarrying operations:  As required by Section 4 (h) 25. 
 
 B. Other permitted uses:  One (1) acre minimum per unit.
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SECTION 31 M-1 LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is intended to provide for trades or industries of a restrictive character.  
 
(b) Permitted Uses  

1. Any use as permitted in a B-3 general business or A-3 agricultural/residential estate district, 
except that residential use shall be permitted only in conjunction with or accessory to an 
otherwise permitted business use, and two family uses, multi family uses, and family home 
day care facilities are prohibited.  Signs shall be regulated in accordance with subsection 4 
below.  There shall be no limit on the number of bee colonies or bee hives in the M-1 district 
in accordance with the A-3 district apiculture requirements. 

 
2. Trades or industries of a restrictive character which are not detrimental to the district or to 

the adjoining residential areas by reason of appearance, lighting, noise, vibrations, dust, 
smoke, fumes, odor, pollution, fire, or explosion provided the location, building plan, and a 
Site Plan and Plan of Operation have been submitted to and approved by the plan 
commission, but not including any use enumerated under Section 32 (b) 3 or any of the 
following prohibited uses:  

 
A. Public and Commercial Disposal Operations for Noncombustible Materials. 
B. Drop forges, foundries, refineries, tanneries, or any similar use, the normal operation 

of which causes objectionable noise, odor, dust, or smoke. 
 

3. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and Plan of 
Operation by the Town Plan Commission, except when accessory to a Self Service Storage 
(Mini-Warehouse) Conditional Use where it requires the approval of a Conditional Use. 

 
4. Signs as permitted in the B-1 Restricted Business District. 
 
5. Lumber and building supply yards. 
 
6. Transportation terminals. 
 
7. Animal Hospitals and Vet Clinics. 
 
8. Car, truck, and trailer sales lots - new and used. 
 

(c) Accessory uses 
 1. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be secured from view from streets 

 and adjacent properties. 
 2. Roof mounted equipment shall be located, screened and/or painted to minimize visibility 

from street and adjacent sites 
 
(d) Prohibited uses 
 1. Bed and Breakfast 
 2. Limited Family Businesses 

3. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
 
(e) Conditional Uses 
 1. Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses. 

2. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments only, and mixed or commercial 
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planned unit developments. 
 
3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
4. Private clubs and resorts 
5. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 

 6. Communication Towers 
7. Testing laboratories 
8. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
9. Outdoor Commercial Recreation Facilities and Uses. 
10. Commercial Kennel 
11. Contractors Yards 
12. Mobile home parks and trailer camps 
13. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Station and Convenience Stores associated with gasoline 

sales 
14. Self Service Storage (Mini–Warehouses) 

 
(f) Building location 

1. Setback:  Fifty (50) feet minimum. 
 
2. Offset:  Ten (10) feet minimum. 

 
A. Exception: where a lot abuts on a zoning district boundary line of a more restrictive 

zoning district permitting residential use, the following regulations shall apply: 
 

 i. Buildings or uses permitted in the more restrictive zoning district shall comply 
with the offset requirements of the more restrictive zoning district. 

 
 ii. Buildings or uses not permitted in the more restrictive zoning district shall 

provide a fifty (50) feet minimum offset and shall be screened from the more 
restrictive zoning district by a planting screen at least six (6) feet high and 
fifteen (15) feet in width. 

 
 3. Shore Setback: Seventy five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(g) Height regulations 

1. Principal building:  Fifty (50) feet maximum. 
 
2. Accessory building:  Fifty (50) feet maximum. 

 
(h) Area regulations 

1. Floor area:  
A. Minimum required for residence purposes:  Nine hundred (900) square feet total. 
 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Seventy (70) percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 

A.  Minimum area:  One (1) acre with or without sewer. 
 
B.  Minimum average width:  One hundred fifty (150) feet with or without sewer. 

 
3. Open space:  No requirement.
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SECTION 32 M-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 
(a) Purpose and Intent 
 This District is intended to provide for trades or industries of a general character.  
 
(b) Permitted Uses 

1. Any use as permitted in the M-1 Limited Industrial District. 
 

2. Quarrying, subject to a conditional use and the regulations of Section 4 (h) 25. 
 
3. Any other commercial or industrial use not otherwise prohibited by law, provided their 

location, building plan, and a Site Plan and Plan of Operation have been submitted to and 
approved by the plan commission, except the following uses are prohibited: 

 
A. Cement, lime, gypsum, or plaster of paris manufacture. 
B. Acid manufacture. 
C. Manufacture of explosives, but not including the making of small arms ammunition. 
D. Storage of explosives, except as incidental to a permitted use. 
E. Fertilizer manufacture. 
F. Offal or dead animal reduction. 
G. Glue manufacture, fat rendering, or distillation of bones. 
H. Stockyards, or commercial slaughter of animals. 
 

4. Outdoor storage and/or outdoor display subject to the approval of a Site Plan and Plan of 
Operation by the Town Plan Commission, except when accessory to a Self Service Storage 
(Mini-Warehouse) Conditional Use where it requires the approval of a Conditional Use. 

 
5. Signs as permitted in the B-1 Restricted Business District. 

 
6. Animal Hospitals and Vet Clinics 
 

(c) Accessory uses 
 1. Dumpsters and other refuse type containers shall be secured from view from streets 

 and adjacent properties. 
 2. Roof mounted equipment shall be located, screened, and/or painted to minimize visibility 

from street and adjacent sites. 
 
(d) Prohibited uses 
 1. Bed and Breakfast 
 2. Limited Family Businesses 
 3. Adult-Oriented Establishments 
 
(e) Conditional Uses 
 1. Public and Semi Public Buildings and Uses. 

2. Single family residential Planned Unit Developments only, and mixed or commercial 
planned unit developments. 

3. Churches, Synagogues, and Other Buildings for Religious Assembly 
4. Private clubs and resorts 
5. Commercial fish or bait ponds or hatcheries 

 6. Communication Towers 
7. Testing laboratories 
8. Cemeteries and Mausoleums 
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 9. Outdoor Commercial Recreation Facilities and Uses. 
 10. Quarrying. 
 11. Public and Commercial Disposal Operations for Noncombustible Materials. 
 12. Commercial Kennels 
 13. Contractors Yards 
 14. Mobile home parks and trailer camps 
 15. Automobile, Gasoline, and Service Station and Convenience Stores associated with gasoline 

sales 
 16. Self Service Storage (Mini-Warehouses) 
 
(f) Building location 

1. Setback: 
Fifty (50) feet minimum, except that where the opposite frontage is in a residential or 
agricultural zoning district, then a one hundred (100) foot minimum setback shall be 
required. 

 
2. Offset: 

Ten (10) feet minimum, except that where a lot abuts on a zoning district boundary line of a 
more restrictive zoning district permitting residential use, the following regulations shall 
apply: 

 
A. Buildings or uses permitted in the more restrictive zoning district shall comply with 

the offset requirements of the more restrictive zoning district. 
 

B. Buildings or uses not permitted in the more restrictive zoning district shall provide a 
one hundred (100) foot minimum offset from a restricted or local business zoning 
district, and a two hundred (200) foot minimum offset from a residential or 
agricultural zoning district, and shall be screened from the more restrictive zoning 
district by a planting screen at least six (6) feet high and fifteen (15) feet in width. 

 
 3. Shore Setback: Seventy five (75) feet minimum. 
 
(g) Height regulations 

1. Principal building:  Fifty (50) feet maximum. 
2. Accessory buildings:  Fifty (50) feet maximum. 

 
(h) Area regulations 

1. Floor area: 
 

A. Minimum required for residential purposes:  Nine hundred (900) square feet total. 
 
B. Maximum F.A.R. permitted:  Seventy (70) Percent. 

 
2. Lot size: 
 

A. Minimum area:  One (1) acre with or without sewer. 
 
B. Minimum average width:  One hundred fifty (150) feet with or without sewer. 

 
3. Open space:  No requirement.
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SECTION 33 (Reserved)
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SECTION 34 BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
(a) Establishment 
1. Authority:  This ordinance incorporates Section 62.23(7)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes as it presently 

exists, or any amendments or revisions thereto.  Pursuant to the statutes as it presently exists as of the 
date of the adoption of this ordinance, the board of appeals shall consist of 3 members to be 
appointed by the Town Chairperson, subject to confirmation by the Town Board.  Not more than one 
town board supervisor may be a member of the board of appeals.  The initial terms of the members 
of the board of appeals are one, 2 and 3 years, respectively, starting from the first day of the month 
next following the appointment.  The first appointed shall be for a term of one (1) year, the next for 
two (2) years, and the next for three (3) years.  Successors shall be appointed or elected at the 
expiration of each term and their term of office shall be 3 years and until their successors are 
appointed or elected.  Members of the board of appeals shall reside within the town and outside the 
limits of incorporated areas.  The board of appeals shall choose a chairperson and vice-chairperson, 
and may also designate a secretary or other positions as needed.  The Town Chairperson shall 
appoint 2 alternate members of the board of appeals, subject to confirmation by the Town Board, for 
staggered 3-year terms.  The chairperson of the Town Board shall designate one of the alternate 
members as the first alternate and the other as 2nd alternate.  The first alternate shall act, with full 
power, only when a member of the board of adjustment refuses to vote because of a conflict of 
interest or when a member is absent.  The 2nd alternate shall act only when the first alternate refuses 
to vote because of a conflict of interest or is absent, or if more than one member of the board of 
appeals refuses to vote because of a conflict of interest or is absent.  Vacancies shall be filled for the 
unexpired terms of any members whose positions become vacant by an alternate or by appointment 
of the Town Chairperson, subject to confirmation by the Town Board.  The members of the Board of 
Appeals shall be removable by the Town Chairman for cause upon written charges and after a public 
hearing is held.  The members of the Board of Appeals shall receive such compensation for 
performance of its duties as determined by the Town Board. 

 
 (b) Rules 

1. General: The chairperson will hold office for one (1) year and until his or her successor is 
appointed. The chairperson, or in his or her absence, the acting chairperson, may administer 
oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

 
The board of appeals shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each 
member upon each question, or, if absent, of failing to vote indicating such fact, and shall 
keep records of its examinations, and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately 
filed in the office of the board of appeals and shall be a public record. 

 
2. Meetings:  Meetings of the board of appeals shall be held at the call of the chairperson and at 

such other times as the board of appeals may determine, and said meetings shall be open to 
the public.  Meetings where the board of appeals may go into closed session shall be noticed 
as such, including the reason for closed session. 

 
3. Procedural:  The board of appeals shall adopt bylaws or other rules governing its procedure 

as are deemed necessary, consistent with this ordinance. 
 
4. Cooperation with the Town of Lisbon Building Inspector: The board of appeals shall keep 

the Town Building Inspector informed as to any matters brought before it and shall call upon 
the Building Inspector for such information as is pertinent to the matters under 
consideration.  
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5. Notification:  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources shall be notified of any 
decision of the Board of Appeals in the shoreland and floodland areas of the Town of Lisbon 
within ten (10) days from the date of the decision. 

 
(c) Powers 

1. Defined:  The Board of Appeals shall have the following powers as defined by statute: 
 

A. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, 
requirement, decision, or determination made by an administrative official in the 
enforcement of Section 59.69 Wisconsin Statutes, or of this Ordinance. 
 

B. To hear and decide variances to the terms of this ordinance upon which such board 
of appeals is required to pass under this ordinance. 

 
C. To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variances from the terms of this 

ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where owing to special 
conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance will result in 
practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit of this ordinance shall 
be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. 

 
D. To grant variances for renewable energy resource systems if said system cannot 

meet normal locational requirements of this ordinance for accessory structures.  If 
the board of appeals denies an application for a variance for a renewable energy 
resource system, the board of appeals shall provide a written statement of its reasons 
for denying the application.  In this paragraph, "renewable energy resource systems" 
means a solar energy system, a waste conversion energy system, a wind energy 
system or any other energy system that relies on a renewable energy resource. 

 
2. Additional requirements:  In making its determination, the Board of Appeals shall consider 

whether the proposed variance would be hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive, or a 
nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood by reason of physical, social, or economic effects; 
and may impose such requirements and conditions with respect to location, construction, 
maintenance and operation, in addition to any which may be stipulated in this ordinance, as 
the board of appeals may deem necessary for the protection of adjacent properties and the 
public interest and welfare. 

 
3. Performance standards:  In order to reach a fair and objective decision, the Board of Appeals 

may utilize and give recognition to appropriate performance standards which are available in 
model codes or ordinances, or which have been developed by planning, manufacturing, 
health, architectural, and engineering research organizations. 

 
4. Enforcement of decision:  In exercising the above-mentioned powers, such board of appeals 

may in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance, reverse or affirm, wholly or 
partly, or may modify the order, requirements, decision, or determination appealed from, and 
may make such order, requirement, decision, or determination as ought to be made, and to 
that end shall have all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken; and may 
issue or direct the issuance of a permit provided that no such action shall have the effect of 
permitting in any district a use prohibited in that district; of rezoning; of allowing a variance 
which would have the effect of intensifying a use in a manner contrary to what a similarly 
situated property would be allowed; of permitting, without the approval of the Town Board, 
any building within the base setback area as established by Section 3 (g) 1 of this Ordinance; 
or of granting exceptions to Chapters COMM 83, NR115 or NR116 of the Wisconsin 
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Administrative Code, the Waukesha County Sanitary Ordinance and any other state or local 
ordinance.  All variances shall be utilized and the building permit issued, where required, 
within two (2) years of the date of filing of the decision of the Board of Appeals or the 
variance decision shall expire, and the entire process shall recommence in the event a 
variance is sought in the future.  The date of filing shall be the day following the date of the 
original decision of the Board of Appeals regarding the subject matter. 

 
5. Required vote: A majority vote of the members of the board of appeals present shall be 

necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of any such 
administrative official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is 
required to pass under any such ordinance, or to effect any variation in such ordinance.  The 
grounds of every such determination shall be stated.  A quorum shall consist of a simple 
majority of the entire Board.  If a quorum is present, the board of appeals may take action by 
a majority vote of the members present.  On all votes where the Board is equally divided, the 
question shall be deemed lost. 

 
6. Further appeal:  Any person or persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved by any decision of the 

board of appeals, or any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board, or bureau of the 
municipality, may appeal from a decision of the board of appeals within thirty (30) days 
after the filing of a decision in the office of the Board of Appeals in the manner provided in 
the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
(d) Appeals 

1. How filed:  Appeals to the board of appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any 
officer, department, board, or bureau of the municipality affected by any such decision of the 
Building Inspector or other administrative officer.  Such appeal shall be taken within twenty 
(20) days from the date of the decision of the Building Inspector or other administrative 
officer appealed from by filing with the officer from whom the appeal is taken, and with the 
board of appeals, a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof and together with the 
proper fee as established under Section 37 (b) 5 of this Ordinance.  The officer from whom 
the appeal is taken shall forthwith transmit to the board of appeals all the papers constituting 
the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

 
2. Stay:  An appeal shall stay all legal proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, 

unless the officer from whose decision the appeal is taken certifies to the board of appeals, 
after the notice of appeal shall have been filed with him or her, that by reason of facts stated 
in the certificate, a stay would, in his or her opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. 
In such cases, proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order, which 
may be granted by the board of appeals or by a court of record on application, on notice to 
the officer from whom the appeal is taken, and on due cause shown. 

 
3. Hearing:  Each appeal shall be heard within a reasonable time and not to exceed ninety (90) 

days from the time the appeal was filed with the board of appeals.  Notice of hearing shall be 
given by publishing in a newspaper of general circulation in the vicinity of the appeal at least 
once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks and not less than seven (7) days from the date 
of hearing which includes the date of publication, but not the date of the hearing.  Written 
notice shall be given to the state department of natural resources not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the hearing if the appeal is in a shoreland and floodland area. Written notice shall 
also be given to the administrative officer appealed from and by regular mail to the 
petitioner, the clerk of the town, the owners of each parcel of land within three hundred 
(300) feet of the land in question, and any other specifically interested parties.  At the 
hearing, any party may appear in person, by agent, or by attorney. 



CHAPTER 11 
TOWN OF LISBON ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 34 226  

4. Decision:  The decision on any appeal variance or interpretation shall be made within fifteen 
(15) days after completion of the hearing thereon unless such time is extended with the 
mutual consent of the board of appeals and the petitioner. At such time as a decision is made, 
the petitioner and the department of natural resources (when in a shoreland and floodland 
area) shall be notified in writing within ten (10) days of the date of the decision. 

 
(e) Filing requirements 

1. Fee:  A variance petition submitted by other than a governmental body or agency shall be 
accompanied by the proper fee as established under Section 37 (b) 5 of this Ordinance, 
payable to the Town of Lisbon to help defray administrative and professional costs of such 
petition. 

 
2. Data required:  In addition to all information required on the application form, the petitioner 

shall supply the following to the Town Clerk: 
 

A. A minimum of fourteen (14) copies, or the number required by the Deputy Town 
Clerk, of a map accurately drawn to scale of not less than one hundred (100) feet to 
the inch showing all lands within 500 feet of the subject property, the land in 
question, its location, the length and direction of each boundary thereof, and the 
location and existing use of all buildings on such land. 

 
B. The names and complete mailing addresses, including zip codes, of the owners of all 

properties within three hundred (300) feet of any part of the land included in the 
request. 

 
C. Any further information that may be required by the zoning administrator or Board 

of Appeals to facilitate the making of a comprehensive report to the Board of 
Appeals.
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SECTION 35 ZONING TEXT AND MAP AMENDMENTS 
 
(a) Authority 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Town Board may, after the submittal of a 
proposal to the Plan Commission for review after notice and public hearing as hereinafter provided, 
amend, supplement, or change the boundaries of the zoning districts or the regulations as established 
in this ordinance, or which may subsequently be established.  Such proposal may be initiated by the 
Town Board on its own motion, by recommendation of the Plan Commission, by the County Zoning 
Agency in the case of shoreland and floodland amendments, or by petition of one or more property 
owners or their agents. 
 

(b) Procedure 
1. Comprehensive Map Amendments and Text Amendments:  In the case of a comprehensive 

map amendment to a large area of lands affected by this ordinance (more than 6 properties) 
and which does not set forth a specific amendment to a particular property owner's land and 
where such petition is initiated by the town board, the requirements for individual notice, as 
set forth in Section 36 (b) 1 B to individual property owners, shall not be required.  All other 
requirements of posting and publication and hearing notice shall be provided in accordance 
with this Ordinance.  With respect to any change in the text of this ordinance, no specific 
notice to property owners is required.  All other notice requirements shall be followed. 

 
2. Filing of petition and referral:  One (1) original and a minimum of fourteen (14) copies, or 

the number required by the Deputy Town Clerk, of the amendment packet shall be submitted 
directly to the zoning administrator in order that notice of public hearings and other 
processing may be initiated without unnecessary delay.  One (1) copy of the packet and the 
notice of public hearing shall be forwarded to the Town Plan Commission, the Waukesha 
County Department of Parks and Land Use, and to the SE District Office of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (if shoreland) not less than ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing. When the amendment involves a change in zoning of a floodland area, said notice 
and petition shall also be sent to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  When the 
petition involves a change in shoreland wetlands, the additional requirements set forth in 
Section 35 (e) shall be followed. 

 
3. Fee:  A petition submitted by other than a governmental body or agency shall be 

accompanied by the proper fee as established under Section 37 (b) 5 of this Ordinance, 
payable to the Town of Lisbon to help defray administrative and professional costs of such 
petition. 

 
4. Data required:  In addition to all information required on the petition form, the petitioner 

shall supply the following: 
 

A. A minimum of fourteen (14) copies, or the number required by the Deputy Town 
Clerk, of a map accurately drawn to scale of not less than one hundred (100) feet to 
the inch showing all lands within 500 feet of the subject property, the land in 
question, its location, the length and direction of each boundary thereof, the location 
and existing use of all buildings on such land, and the principal use of all properties 
within three hundred (300) feet of such land. 

 
B. The names and complete mailing addresses, including zip codes, of the owners of all 

properties within three hundred (300) feet of any part of the land included in the 
proposed change. 
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C. Any further information that may be required by the zoning administrator or Plan 
Commission to facilitate the making of a comprehensive report to the town board 
including a detailed description of the intended new use. 

 
5. Hearing:  As soon as practical after receipt of each petition, the Plan Commission shall 

conduct a public hearing and report its recommendation to the Town Board within 60 days 
of the receipt of the petition. A joint public hearing could also be held with the Town Plan 
Commission and Town Board.  Notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be given 
in the manner prescribed under Section 36 of this Ordinance.  Upon receipt of the Plan 
Commission recommendation, the Town Board shall hold a public hearing thereon unless a 
joint hearing was held previously with the Town Plan Commission. 

 
6. Action and report:  As soon as possible after such public hearing, the town board shall act on 

such petition either approving, modifying and approving, or disapproving of the same. If its 
action is favorable to granting the requested amendment, or any modification thereof, it shall 
cause an ordinance to be drafted effectuating its determination and shall submit such 
proposed ordinance with the minutes of the public hearings directly to the County 
Department of Parks and Land Use for consideration by the County.  If the town, after its 
public hearing, recommends denial of the petition, the town shall report is recommendation 
directly to the County with its reasons for such action.  Proof of publication of the notice of 
the public hearing held by the town shall be attached to either such report. 

 
7. County action:  Upon receipt of the town board’s report by the county zoning agency, the 

county zoning agency shall report its recommendation to the Park and Planning 
Commission, Land Use, Parks and Environment Committee, and the County Board.  The 
county board may adopt the ordinance as drafted by such zoning agency (either for approval 
or denial of the proposed amendment), or with amendments, or it may refuse to deny the 
petition for amendment as recommended by the county zoning agency, in which case it shall 
refer the petition back to the town, with direction to draft an ordinance to effectuate the 
petition, and report the same back to the county board which may then adopt or reject such 
ordinance, or it may refer the petition back to the town for reconsideration including possible 
further public hearing. 

 
8. Protest:  Protests shall be filed in the manner prescribed in Section 62.23 (7) of the Wisconsin 

State Statutes and any subsequent amendments made thereto. 
 
9. Effectuation:  Any such amended ordinance when so adopted by the county board, shall 

become effective after passage by the county board and publication pursuant to Section 
59.69, Wisconsin Statutes except as may be modified in Section 35 (e) herein.  In the case of 
floodplain amendments and adjustments, the amendment shall not become effective until the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources approves the amendment after certification that 
the area has been removed from the floodplain and until a letter of map amendment is issued 
by the Federal Insurance Administration of the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration.  Upon receipt of the above cited approvals, the county clerk shall record in 
the clerk's office the date on which such ordinance is passed by the county board and 
approved by the other agencies required to approve and shall notify the town clerk of such 
date that the ordinance will take effect and also make such report to the county zoning 
administrator and the county board which report shall be printed in the proceedings of the 
county board. 
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(c) Zoning of county owned lands 
1. The county board may by ordinance zone and rezone any lands owned by the county without 

necessity of securing the approval of the town boards of the towns wherein such lands are 
situated, and without following the procedure outlined in Section 59.69 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, provided that the county board shall give written notice to the town board of the 
town wherein such lands are situated of its intent to so rezone and shall hold a public hearing 
on the proposed rezoning Ordinance and give notice of such hearing by posting in five (5) 
public places in the town. 

 
2. This subsection does not apply to land subject to a town zoning ordinance which is 

purchased by the County for use as a solid or hazardous waste disposal facility or hazardous 
waste storage or treatment facility, as these terms are defined under Chapter 282 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
(d) Zoning in annexed areas 

1. Removal from map:  When any lands previously under the jurisdiction of the Waukesha 
County Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance have been finally removed from such 
jurisdiction by reason of annexation to an incorporated municipality, and after the 
regulations imposed by the county zoning Ordinance have ceased to be effective as provided 
in Section 59.69 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the county board may, on the recommendation of 
its zoning agency, adopt such amendatory Ordinances and shall remove or delete such 
annexed lands from the official zoning map or written descriptions without following any of 
the procedures provided in Section 59.69 Wisconsin Statutes, and such amendatory 
ordinances shall become effective upon passage and publication. A copy of such ordinance 
shall be forwarded by the county clerk to the clerk in which the lands affected were 
previously located. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to nullify or supersede the 
provisions of Section 80.64 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
2. Continued effect of ordinance: Whenever any area which has been subject to a county 

zoning ordinance petitions to become part of a village or city, the regulations imposed by 
such county zoning ordinance shall continue in effect, without change, and shall be enforced 
by such village or city, until such regulations have been changed to be at least as restrictive 
as the county zoning ordinance, by official action of the governing body of such village or 
city, except that in the event an ordinance or annexation is contested in the courts, the county 
zoning shall prevail and the county shall have jurisdiction over the zoning in the area 
affected until ultimate determination of the court action. 

 
(e) Shoreland/wetland rezoning procedure 

1. For all proposed text and map amendments to the shoreland/wetland provisions of this 
ordinance, the appropriate district office of the DNR shall be provided with the following: 

 
A. A copy of every petition for a text or map amendment to the shoreland/wetland 

provisions of this ordinance, within five (5) days of the filing of such petition with 
the zoning administrator. Such petition shall include a copy of the Final Wisconsin 
Wetland Inventory Map adopted as part of this ordinance describing any proposed 
rezoning of a shoreland/wetland. 

 
B. Written notice of the public hearing to be held on a proposed amendment at least ten 

(10) days prior to such hearing. 
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C. A copy of the county zoning agency's findings and recommendations on each 
proposed amendment within ten (10) days after the submission of those findings and 
recommendations to the county board; and 

 
D. Written notice of the county board's decision on the proposed amendment within ten 

(10) days after it is issued. 
 

2. A wetland, or a portion thereof, in the shoreland/wetland district shall not be rezoned if the 
proposed rezoning may result in a significant adverse impact upon any of the following: 

 
A. Storm and flood water storage capacity, 

 
B. Maintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a wetland, 

the recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the flow of 
groundwater through a wetland, 

 
C. Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals, or organic compounds that 

would otherwise drain into navigable waters, 
 

D. Shoreline protection against soil erosion, 
 

E. Fish spawning, breeding, nursery, or feeding grounds, 
 

F. Wildlife habitat, or 
 

G. Areas of special recreational, scenic, or scientific interest, including scarce wetland 
types. 

 
3. If the Department of Natural Resources notifies the county zoning agency that a proposed 

text or map amendment to the shoreland/wetlands governed by this ordinance may have a 
significant adverse impact upon any of the criteria listed in subsection 2 above, that 
amendment, if approved by the County Board, shall contain the following provision: 
"This amendment shall not take effect until more than thirty (30) days have elapsed after 
written notice of the county board's approval of this amendment is mailed to the Department 
of Natural Resources.  During that thirty-day period the Department of Natural Resources 
may notify the county board that it will adopt a superseding shoreland and floodland 
ordinance for the county under Section 59.692 (6) Wisconsin Statutes.  If the DNR does so 
notify the county board, the effect of this amendment shall be stayed until the Section 59.692 
(6) adoption procedure is completed or otherwise terminated”. 
 

4. Joint hearing:  When the hearing involves a property in the town that is in the County 
shoreland/floodland zoning jurisdiction, the hearing shall be held jointly by the County 
Zoning Agency, or its designee, and the Town Plan Commission.  Within thirty (30) days 
after the hearing, the town plan commission shall transmit its recommendation on the 
proposed request to the county zoning administrator.   Approval by the town board is 
generally only required for zoning amendments. 

 
(f)  Floodplain rezoning procedure 

In accordance with the procedures contained in the Waukesha County Shoreland and 
Floodland Protection Ordinance.
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SECTION 36 GENERAL PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURES 
 
(a) Notice 

In order that the owners of property involved and other legitimately interested parties may have fair 
opportunity to be heard, adequate notice shall be given of any public hearing required by the 
provisions of this ordinance stating the time and place of such hearing and the purpose for which the 
hearing is being held. 

 
(b) Procedure 

1. Posting and publishing 
 

A. Except as may be otherwise herein specifically provided, or required by the enabling 
statutes of the State of Wisconsin, notice of public hearing shall be given by 
publication of a Class 2 notice under Chapter 985, Wisconsin Statutes, and by 
posting such notice in at least three (3) public places in the Town of Lisbon. 

 
B. When the hearing involves a proposed change in the zoning district classification of 

any property, or the granting of a conditional use, or the granting of a variance, 
notice of the public hearing shall be posted in the vicinity of such proposed change, 
use, or variance where practical, and the Town shall mail notices by regular mail to 
the owners of all lands within five hundred (500) feet of any part of the land 
included in such conditional use, or three (300) hundred feet of any part of the land 
included in such proposed change or variance, at least ten (10) days before such 
public hearing. The failure of such notice to reach any property owner, provided 
such failure be not intentional, shall not invalidate any ordinance amendment, 
conditional use, or variance decision. 

 
C. For all zoning changes, and any other hearing involving shoreland property, a copy 

of the public hearing notice, along with pertinent information relative to the specific 
nature of the matter to be considered, shall also be transmitted without delay to the 
Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use, by regular mail, and in no 
case less than seven (7) days prior to the date of such hearing. 

 
D. The town clerk shall notify the plan commission without delay of all public 

hearings.  A notice of public hearing shall also be sent to each town board member 
and posted at the town hall, as well as the appropriate district office of the state 
department of natural resources, the federal insurance administration (FEMA), and 
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, where appropriate (shoreland/wetland areas). 

 
2. Joint hearing:  When the hearing involves a proposed zoning district classification change in 

a shoreland/floodland area of a property in the town, the hearing shall be held jointly by the 
County Zoning Agency, or its designee, and the town plan commission.  Within thirty (30) 
days after the hearing, the town plan commission shall transmit its recommendation on the 
proposed change to the county zoning administrator.   Approval by the town board in such 
zoning amendments is not required and disapproval by such town board is advisory only.
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SECTION 37 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE, VIOLATION/CITATION PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES 

 
(a) Enforcement officer  

1. Town Plan Commission designated:  The Town Plan Commission, or its designee (e.g., the 
Town Building Inspector, etc.), is hereby designated as the enforcement officer for the 
provisions of this Ordinance under the direction of the Town Board of Supervisors. 

 
2. Responsibilities:  The Town Plan Commission, or its designee (e.g., the Town Building 

Inspector, Town Clerk, town engineer, town planner, etc.), shall oversee the administration 
of this ordinance, hold the necessary public hearings, and make recommendations to the 
town plan commission and/or the town board relative to zoning matters, where required in 
this ordinance. 

 
3. Approvals required:  Where, in the interest of preserving the maximum degree of local 

administration, the determination of the town plan commission or town board is required by 
the provisions of this ordinance for conditional uses and other special approvals, such 
determination shall be subject to, in the cases involving shoreland and floodland areas, final 
approval by the county zoning agency before it shall be effective. It shall be the 
responsibility of the local determining body to notify the county zoning agency of any 
petitions or requests in such cases, and of any hearings to be held, and to transmit the final 
determination to the county zoning agency within ten (10) days in order that they may act 
promptly upon its ratification. 

 
4. Appeal:  Any person or persons jointly or severally aggrieved by any decision of the zoning 

agency, or any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board, or bureau of the town, may 
appeal from a decision of the zoning agency within thirty (30) days after the filing of the 
decision in the office of the zoning agency by seeking the remedy available by certiorari. No 
appeal shall be taken from a decision of the zoning agency to the town board of appeals. 

 
(b) Zoning administrator 

1. Designation:  The Town Plan Commission is designated as "zoning administrator" for the 
administration and enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance and the zoning 
administrator has the authority to designate staff under its direction to perform delegated 
tasks and duties (for example, the Town clerk, deputy clerk, building inspector, engineer, 
planner, etc.). 

 
2. Duties:  In the administration and enforcement of this ordinance the zoning administrator  

  shall perform the following duties: 
 

A. Issue the necessary building and occupancy and use permits provided in the 
provisions of the ordinance, and ensure any applicable building codes have been 
complied with, and make, or cause to be made, the necessary inspections. 

 
B. Keep an accurate record of all building and occupancy and use permits issued. 

 
C. Keep accurate records and maps of the zoning ordinance and any amendments or 

changes thereto.  Unless the Town determines otherwise at a future date, the zoning 
maps will be updated and master files kept in the office of the County Planning and 
Zoning Division. 
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D. Inspect and process any reported violation of this Ordinance and keep accurate 
records of the same. 

 
3. Authority:  In the enforcement of this ordinance, the zoning administrator shall have the 

power and authority for the following: 
 

A. At any reasonable time, and for any proper purpose, to enter upon any public or 
private premises and make inspection thereof. 

 
B. Upon reasonable cause or question as to proper compliance, to revoke any building 

or occupancy and use permit and issue cease and desist orders requiring the 
cessation of any building, moving, alteration, or use which is in violation of the 
provisions of this ordinance, such revocation to be in effect until reinstated by the 
zoning administrator or the zoning board of appeals. 

 
C. In the name of the town and with authorization of the Town Board, refer to the 

Town Attorney for commencement of any legal proceedings necessary to enforce 
the provisions of this ordinance or the building codes.  The collection of forfeitures 
provided for herein shall occur through the established procedures of the Town of 
Lisbon and/or the Waukesha County Clerk of Courts and Waukesha County 
Department of Administration, Collection Division.  The issuance of citations 
provided for under this ordinance shall not require such authorization or referral as 
noted above, and may be issued by the Zoning Administrator directly. 

 
4. Deputies:  To expedite local administration of this ordinance, the zoning administrator may 

designate one or more deputies for the purpose of field inspection and verification of the 
conditions shown on the application for building and occupancy and use permits. The 
deputies shall be authorized to accept application for building and occupancy and use 
permits and shall promptly make any necessary inspection to verify the correctness of the 
application and file the application with the Town Clerk. The deputies shall also make the 
necessary inspection as provided in Section 3.03 (3) (B) of this ordinance before an 
occupancy and use permit shall be issued. 

 
5. Fee schedule:  The fees referred to in other sections of this Ordinance shall be established by 

the annual Town Budget adopted by the Town Board and as may from time to time be 
modified. The processing fees are related to costs involved in handling and processing 
building permit applications and other approval processes including but not limited to site 
plan and plan of operation reviews, conditional use petitions, appeals to the board of appeals, 
zoning amendments, public notices, and agendas, even if the project or use is not approved.  
The owner of the subject property shall also submit payment, upon receipt of a statement 
from the Town, for any professional services, fees, charges, expenses, and costs associated 
with permit and approval reviews, inspections, preparation of required documents, 
attendance at meetings, enforcement in the event of violation, etc. at the rate charged to the 
Town for such fees and costs by the professional staff, even if the project is not approved.  
Nonpayment of the professional fees, charges, expenses, and costs within 30 (thirty) days 
may cause the expenses to be placed on the tax roll for the subject property, and may also be 
cause for termination of the project or use. 
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(c) Violations 
1. Penalties:  Any person, firm, company, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 

neglects, refuses to comply with, or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of 
this ordinance, shall be subject to a fine as listed in the Fee Schedule Appendix included 
herein for each offense, together with the costs of the (legal) action, and in default of the 
payment thereof, shall be imprisoned in the County Jail of Waukesha County, for a period of 
not to exceed six (6) months, or until such fine and the subsequent costs have been paid. 
Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate violation and be 
punishable as such.  Abatement and remediation of the violation, and restoration of 
environmental damage shall also be required in addition to any forfeitures levied.  Failure to 
abate a violation may result in the Town Attorney filing a summons and complaint against 
the property owner in circuit court, and/or other legal action may be taken to bring the 
property into compliance, including the issuance of citations. 

 
2. Enforcement by injunction:  Compliance with the provisions of this ordinance may also be 

enforced by injunctional order at the suit of the town or one (1) or more owners of real estate 
situated within an area affected by regulations of this ordinance.  It shall not be necessary to 
prosecute for fine or imprisonment before resorting to injunctional proceedings. 

 
3. Declared nuisances:  Any building erected, structurally altered, or placed on a lot, or any use 

carried on in violation of the provisions of this ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance 
per se, and the town may apply to any court of competent jurisdiction to restrain or abate 
such nuisance. 

 
4. Enforcement by Citation:  When the town elects to use the citation method of enforcement 

of the Wisconsin Statutes for violations of this Zoning Ordinance, including those for which 
a statutory counterpart exists, the following applies: 

 
A. In addition to all law enforcement officers, the issuance of citations is expressly 

limited to the zoning administrator or his/her designee.  The authority delegated to 
such official or employees to issue citations may only be granted or revoked by the 
Town Board. 

 
B. The citation shall contain the following information: 
 

i. The name and address of the alleged violator. 
ii. The factual allegations describing the alleged violation. 
iii. The time and place of the offense. 
iv. The section of the ordinance violated. 
v. A designation of the offense in such a manner as can be reasonably 

understood by a person making a reasonable effort to do so. 
vi. The time at which the alleged violator may appear in court. 
vii. A statement that, in essence, informs the alleged violator: 

 
a. That a cash deposit based on the schedule established by the Town 

Board, from time to time, be made to, deposited with, and filed in 
the office of the Town Clerk, prior to the time of the scheduled 
(circuit) court appearance. 

 
b. That if a deposit is made, no appearance in court is necessary unless 

he is subsequently summoned or the citation requests a court 
appearance. 
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c. That if a cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not 
appear in court, he or she will be deemed to have entered a plea of 
no contest and submitted to a forfeiture, a penalty assessment, a jail 
assessment crime lab assessment and drug/law enforcement 
assessment, and any applicable domestic abuse or consumer 
information assessments of, if the court does not accept the plea of 
no contest, a summons will be issued commanding him or her to 
appear in court to answer the complaint. 

 
d. That if no cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not 

appear in court at the time specified, the court may issue a summons 
or a warrant for the defendant’s arrest or consider the 
nonappearance to be a plea of no contest and enter judgment or an 
action may be commenced to collect the forfeiture, penalty 
assessment, jail assessment, crime lab assessment and drug/law 
enforcement assessment, and any applicable domestic abuse or 
consumer information assessments. 

 
e. That if the court finds that the violation involves an ordinance that 

prohibits conduct that is the same as or similar to conduct prohibited 
by state statute punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, and that 
the violation resulted in damage to the property of or physical injury 
to a person other than the alleged violator, the court may summon 
the alleged violator into court to determine if restitution shall be 
ordered. 

 
viii. A direction that if the alleged violator elects to make a cash deposit, the 

statement which accompanies the citation shall be signed to indicate that the 
statement required under subparagraph vii above has been read.  Such 
statement shall be sent or brought with the cash deposit. 

 
ix. Such other information as the Town deems necessary. 

 
C. The schedule of cash deposits including penalty assessment, jail assessment, crime 

lab assessment and drug/law enforcement assessment, and any applicable domestic 
abuse or consumer information assessments for use with citations issued under this 
section shall be as adopted by the Town Board from time to time and such schedule 
shall be on file in the office of the Zoning Administrator and Town Clerk.  Receipts 
shall be given for cash deposits. 

 
D. Procedures relating to the options of an alleged violator and default are contained in 

the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
E. This section does not preclude the Town or any authorized officer from proceeding 

under any other ordinance or law or by any other enforcement method to enforce 
any ordinance regulation or order.
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SECTION 38 VALIDITY 
 
(a) Abrogation and greater restrictions  

It is not intended by this ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annual, impair, or interfere with any existing 
easements, covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, ordinances, rules, regulations, or permits 
previously adopted or issued pursuant to law.  However, wherever this ordinance imposes greater 
restrictions, the provisions of this ordinance shall govern. Where a town ordinance is more restrictive 
than the County’s Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance in relation to floodlands and 
shorelands, only its greater restrictions are effective. The shoreland and floodplain protection 
provisions of this Ordinance required by NR115 and NR116 Wisconsin Administrative Code 
supersede all less restrictive provisions of any other part of this or any other zoning ordinance. 

 
(b) Interpretation 

In this interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be minimum 
requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the Town of Lisbon, and shall not be 
construed to be a limitation or repeal of any other power now possessed by the Town of Lisbon, or 
granted by the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

 
(c) Severability and non-liability 

The sections, subsections, paragraphs, and subparagraphs of this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable.  If a court of competent jurisdiction adjudges any section, clause, provision, or portion of 
this ordinance unconstitutional or invalid, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby.  If an application of this ordinance to a particular structure, land, or water is adjudged 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not be 
applicable to any other structure, land, or water not specifically included in said judgment. 
 
The Town does not guarantee, warrant, or represent that only those areas designated as floodlands on 
the zoning map will be subject to periodic inundation and hereby asserts that there is no liability on 
the part of the Town of Lisbon Town Board, its officers, officials, agencies, or employees for any 
flood damages that may occur as a result of reliance upon and conformance with this Ordinance. 

 
(d) Repeal 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Town inconsistent or conflicting with this Ordinance, to 
the extent of the inconsistency and that necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect only, are 
hereby repealed. All other ordinances or parts of ordinances enacted by the Town that are in conflict 
with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby superseded. 
 

(e) Title 
This ordinance shall be known as, referred to, and cited as the "Town of Lisbon Zoning Ordinance" 
and is herein referred to as the "Ordinance". 

 
(f) Effective date 

This ordinance shall be effective after a public hearing and recommendation by the town plan 
commission, adoption by the town board, approval of the County Board of Supervisors, and 
publication or posting as required by law.  An official copy of this ordinance shall be kept on file in 
the offices of the Town Hall.  

 
Regulations contained herein require approval or be subject to the disapproval of the Town in 
accordance with Section 59.692 (2) (a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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(g) Adoption 
Passed and adopted by the Town Board of Supervisors of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, 
Wisconsin, this 23rd day of March, 2010 (refer to ordinance attached). 
 

(h) Official Revisor and Editor 
The Town Clerk, or his or her designee, shall be the official revisor and editor of this Ordinance and 
is authorized to revise this Ordinance in accordance with any enrolled ordinance.  The Town Clerk is 
hereby authorized to correct any typographic or punctuation errors, make changes to the numbering 
sequence, lettering, organization, or formatting or capitalization of words of an enrolled ordinance or 
these Ordinance sections, as needed, to create a consecutive sequence and orderly format of the 
Ordinance, and change cross references that affected by amendments to the Ordinance.  The Town 
Clerk is further authorized to change statutory references when said references are affected by 
subsequent legislation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Notes: 
 
July 14, 1958 Town of Lisbon Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Control Ordinance 
 
List of subsequent amendments to the Zoning Ordinance (enrolled town ordinance number) and their 
effective date: 
 
Enrolled Town Ordinance Number    Effective Date/Date Ordinance signed 
 
02-10                     March 23, 2010 
 
Editor’s revisions      August 17, 2011 
 
07-12        _________, 2012 
 
03-15        December 14, 2015 
 
03-17        May 23, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise stated in the text, the Wisconsin State Statute references are current as of 2003-2004. 
 

The Zoning Map is not attached to the Zoning Ordinance, but an official copy is on file at the Town Hall and  
is current as of the date of the most recent revision noted on the Zoning Map.
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SECTION 1.00 INTRODUCTION 

1.01 AUTHORITY 

These regulations are adopted under the authority granted by Section 236.45 and Chapter 703 
of the Wisconsin Statutes. Therefore, the Town Board of the Town of Lisbon does ordain as 
follows: 

1.02 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate and control the division and development of land 
within the jurisdiction of the Town of Lisbon in order to promote the public health, safety, 
morals, prosperity, aesthetics and general welfare of the Town of Lisbon and its environs. 

1.03 INTENT 

 It is the general intent of this Ordinance to regulate the division and development of land so 
as to: 

a) Obtain the wise use, conservation, protection and proper development of the Town 
of Lisbon's soil, water, wetland, woodland and wildlife resources and attain a 
proper adjustment of land use and development to the supporting and sustaining 
natural resource base; 

b) Lessen congestion in the streets and highways; 

c) Further the orderly layout and appropriate use of land; 

d) Secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; 

e) Provide adequate light and air; 

f) Facilitate adequate provision of housing, transportation, water supply, storm water 
control, wastewater treatment, schools, parks, playgrounds and other public 
facilities and services; 

g) Secure safety from flooding, water pollution, disease and other hazards; 

h) Prevent flood damage to persons and property and minimize expenditures for flood 
relief and flood control projects; 

i) Prevent and control erosion, sedimentation and other pollution of surface and 
subsurface waters; 

j) Preserve natural vegetation and cover and promote the natural beauty of the Town 
of Lisbon and preserve the natural physical features of each development site; 

k) Restrict building sites in areas covered by poor soils or in other areas poorly suited 
for development; 

l) Facilitate the further division of larger tracts into smaller parcels of land; 

m) Ensure adequate legal description and proper survey monumentation of subdivided 
land; 
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SECTION 1.04 

 

n) Provide for the administration and enforcement of this Ordinance; 

o) Provide penalties for its violation; 

p) Implement those municipal, county, watershed or regional comprehensive plans or 
their components adopted by the Town of Lisbon and in general to facilitate 
enforcement of Town development standards as set forth in the adopted regional, 
county and local comprehensive plans, adopted plan components, Zoning 
Ordinance and Building Code of the Town of Lisbon; 

q) Preserve historical improvements on each development site such as old silos, stone 
farm walls, etc.; 

r) Provide for staged development of all division of land within the Town of Lisbon so 
that the Town of Lisbon is able to provide for adequate governmental services to 
the residents; 

s) Prevent the overcrowding of land; and 

t) Avoid undue concentration of population. 

1.04 ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS 

It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair or interfere with any 
existing easements, covenants, agreements, rules, regulations or permits previously adopted 
or issued pursuant to laws. However, where this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. 

1.05 INTERPRETATION 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be 
minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the Town of Lisbon and 
shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other power granted by the Wisconsin 
Statutes. 

1.06 SEVERABILITY 

The several sections of this Ordinance are declared to be severable. If any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance, or portion thereof shall be declared by a 
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unlawful, unenforceable or 
unconstitutional for any reason, such decision shall apply only to the specific section or portion 
thereof directly specified in the decision and shall not affect the validity of any other 
provisions, sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases, or portions thereof of the 
Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect. 

1.07 REPEAL 

All other ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Town of Lisbon inconsistent or conflicting 
with this Ordinance, to the extent of the inconsistency only, are hereby repealed. 

1.08 TITLE 
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This Ordinance shall be known as, referred to, or cited as the "LAND DIVISION AND 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE". 
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SECTION 2.00  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

2.01 JURISDICTION 

Jurisdiction of these regulations shall include all lands within the corporate limits of the Town 
of Lisbon. The provisions of this Ordinance as it applies to divisions of tracts of land into less 
than five (5) parcels shall not apply to: 

a) Transfers of interests in land by Will or pursuant to Court order, if additional lots 
 are not thereby created and the lots resulting are not reduced below the 
 minimum  sizes and meet all specifications required by these regulations, the 
 zoning ordinances, or other applicable laws or ordinances. 

b) Leases for a term not to exceed ten (10) years, mortgages or 
easements. 

c) Sale or exchange of parcels of land between owners of adjoining property if 
 additional lots are not thereby created and the lots resulting are not reduced 
 below the minimum sizes and meet all specifications required by these 
 regulations, the Zoning Ordinances, or other applicable laws or ordinances. 

d) Cemetery plats made under Wisconsin Statutes 157.07. 

2.02 COMPLIANCE 

No person, firm, or corporation shall develop any land located within the jurisdictional limits of 
these regulations or divide any land located within the jurisdictional limits of these regulations 
so that such division results in a subdivision, minor land division, certified survey map, 
condominium plat, assessor's plat or replat as defined herein; no such subdivision, minor land 
division, certified survey map, condominium plat, assessor's plat or replat shall be entitled to 
recording; and no public street shall be laid out or public improvements made to land without 
compliance with all requirements of this Ordinance and the following documents: 

a) Chapters 236, 80, and 703 of the Wisconsin Statutes as applicable. 

b) Rules of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation relating to safety of access
 and the preservation of the public interest and investment in the street and 
 highway system, if the land owned or controlled by the subdivider abuts a state
 trunk highway or connecting street, and all provisions of Trans 233. 

c) Rules of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, setting water quality
 standards, preventing and abating pollution, and regulating development 
 within floodland, wetland and shoreland areas, and regulating septic systems. 

d) Duly approved Comprehensive Development Plan or plan 
 components of the Town of Lisbon including zoning ordinances, sanitary 
 codes,  the Established Street and Highway Width Map of Waukesha County, 
 the rules of the Waukesha County Department of Transportation establishing 
 regulations for access to and work within County highway rights-of-way, 
 Ordinance No. 146-56, and all other applicable County and Town Ordinances.  



 

 
 2 0 1 0  

5 

 

e) A Developer's Agreement between the Town of Lisbon and the developer, 
subdivider and/or owner, and reviewed by staff and the Plan Commission, and 
approved by the Town Board. 

f) The Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Subdivision Control Ordinance 
and the Waukesha County Shoreland and Floodland Protection Ordinance. 

g) The Waukesha County Storm Water Management and Erosion Control 
Ordinance. 

h) The Waukesha County Code of Ordinances regarding Regulation of Private 
Sewage Systems, Ordinance No. 151-34, which regulates all land to be divided 
which is not served by public sewer and provisions for such services have not 
been made. 

i) The Town of Lisbon Land Division Review Checklist, as adopted by the Town 
Board of the Town of Lisbon by separate Resolution, including any amendments 
that may be made thereto from time to time, and which is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein. 

j) A soil test must be submitted for every lot in every land division. 

k) Design and construction as established by Town ordinance. 

l) That public sanitary sewer is being provided to each lot, if applicable. 

m) The applicable building codes. 

n) The Town of Lisbon’s Official Map. 

o) The Condominium Plat Review Checklist, as adopted herein, including any 
amendments that may be made thereto from time to time, and which is attached 
hereto and incorporated herein 

2.03 DEDICATION AND RESERVATION OF LANDS  

a) Streets, Highways, Drainageways and Floodplain: Whenever a tract of land to be 
divided or developed within the jurisdiction of this Ordinance encompasses all or 
any part of a street, drainageway, floodplain or other public way which has been 
designated on a duly adopted Municipal or regional comprehensive plan or plan 
component, or is in any way determined to be such by the Plan Commission or 
Town Board, said public way shall be dedicated or reserved by the subdivider in 
the locations and dimensions indicated on said plan or component and as set forth 
in Section 7.00 of this Ordinance. 

b) Parks, Playgrounds and Public Sites: Whenever a tract of land to be divided or 
developed within the Town of Lisbon encompasses all or any part of a park or 
recreation land, open space, playground, trail, or other public site which has been 
designated on a duly adopted Municipal, County, or regional comprehensive plan or 
plan component, or is in any way determined to be such by the Plan Commission 
or Town Board, and said park or recreation land, open space, playground, trail, or 
other public site shall be dedicated or reserved by the owner in the locations and 
dimensions indicated on said plan and in accordance with the procedures set forth 
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in Section 7.09 of this Ordinance. 

2.04 IMPROVEMENTS 

Before final approval of any land division or development located within the jurisdictional limits 
of this Ordinance, the subdivider shall install improvements as hereinafter provided or provide 
guarantees for said installation. The subdivider shall, before commencing with any 
improvements, enter into a Developer's Agreement with the Town of Lisbon agreeing to install 
the required improvements and shall file with said agreement cash or a letter of credit 
meeting the approval of the Town Attorney in an amount equal to the estimated construction 
cost of the improvements and fees, plus an additional 20 percent of said cost and the fees, 
said estimate to be made by the Town Engineer, as a guarantee that such improvements will 
be completed by the subdivider or his or her subcontractors not later than the date or dates 
provided in the agreement and as a further guarantee that all obligations for work on the 
development are satisfied. In addition: 

a) Contracts and contract specifications for the construction of improvements on 
dedicated street rights-of-way, as well as the contractors and subcontractors 
providing such work shall be subject to the approval of the Town Engineer. 

b) Governmental units or utility companies to which these provisions apply may file, 
in lieu of said agreement and letter of credit, a letter from officers authorized to 
act on their behalf agreeing to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
Before final approval of any land division within the Town of Lisbon, the subdivider 
shall install survey monuments placed in accordance with requirements of Chapter 
236.15 of the Wisconsin Statutes, which is hereby adopted by reference, and as 
may be required by the Town Engineer.  The Town Board may waive the placing 
of monuments, required under Section 236.15(b), (c) and (d) for a reasonable 
time on the condition that the subdivider execute cash or a letter of credit to 
ensure the placing of such monuments within the required time limits established 
by the Town of Lisbon. 

2.05 WAIVERS 

Where, in the judgment of the Town Board, it would be inappropriate to apply literally the 
provisions of this Ordinance because exceptional or undue hardship would result, the Plan 
Commission shall make a recommendation to the Town Board and the Town Board may waive 
or modify any requirement to the extent deemed just and proper. No waiver to the provisions 
of this Ordinance shall be granted unless the Town Board finds by a greater weight of the 
evidence that all the following facts and conditions exist and so indicates in the minutes of its 
proceedings: 

a)   Exceptional Circumstances. There are exceptional, extraordinary or unusual 
circumstances or conditions where a literal enforcement of the requirements of 
this Ordinance would result in severe hardship. (Such hardships should not apply 
generally to other properties or be of such a recurrent nature as to suggest that 
the Land Division and Development Ordinance should be changed.) 

b)    Preservation of Property Rights. That such waiver is necessary for the preservation 
and enjoyment of substantial property rights possessed by other properties in the 
same vicinity. 
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c)    Absence of Detriment. That the waiver will not create substantial detriment to 
adjacent property and will not materially impair or be contrary to the purpose and 
spirit of this Ordinance or the public interest. 

A majority vote of the entire membership of the Plan Commission shall be required to 
recommend a waiver to the Town Board, and a majority vote of the entire membership of the 
Town Board shall be required to grant any waiver or modification of this Ordinance. 

2.06 LAND SUITABILITY 

No land shall be divided or developed which is determined to be unsuitable for the proposed 
use by the Plan Commission for reason of flooding, inadequate drainage, severe erosion 
potential, adverse soil or rock formation, unfavorable topography, inadequate water or sewage 
disposal capabilities, or any other feature or condition likely to be harmful to the health, safety 
or welfare of the future residents of the proposed subdivision, abutting properties, or of the 
Town of Lisbon. Lands that are unsuitable for development may be platted as outlots and 
identified as such on the plat.  In addition: 

a)   Lots. Each lot shall have at least fifty (50) percent of its required lot area in the 
same zoning district as the zoning district where the building site is to be located. 

b)     Floodlands. Each lot shall have at least fifty (50) percent of its required lot area 
above an elevation at least two (2) feet above the elevation of the 100-year 
reoccurrence interval flood, or where such data is not available, five (5) feet above 
the minimum flood of record. 

c)     Lands made, altered or filled with non-earth materials within the preceding twenty 
(20) years shall not be divided into building sites which are to be served by soil 
absorption sewerage disposal systems as compaction or other adverse conditions 
may be present, unless the overall site and each individual building site is properly 
evaluated and approved for division by the Waukesha County Environmental Health 
Division. 

d)     Lands made, altered or filled with earth within the preceding seven (7) years shall 
not be divided or developed into building sites that are to be served by on site soil 
absorption sewage disposal systems. 

e)    Lands having a slope of twelve (12) percent or more shall be maintained in 
permanent open space use. No lot shall have more than fifty (50) percent of its 
minimum required area in slopes of ten (10) percent or greater.  A waiver may be 
granted for a roadway if necessary to complete a street pattern. 

f)     Sound engineering practices shall be utilized when dividing or developing lands into 
building sites to be served by onsite soil absorption sewage disposal systems and 
that have bedrock within six (6) feet of the natural undisturbed surface. 

g)     Sound engineering practices shall be utilized when dividing or developing lands into 
building sites to be served by onsite soil absorption sewage disposal systems and 
that have groundwater within six (6) feet of the natural undisturbed surface. 

h)    Sound engineering practices that comply with all Federal, State, County and local 
laws, ordinances, codes, rules and regulations, shall be utilized when dividing or 
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developing lands into building sites to be served by onsite soil absorption sewage 
disposal systems that are drained by farm drainage tile or farm ditch systems.  In 
addition, adequate home sites shall be located outside of the drain tile area. 

i)    Spite strips may not be created by any division of land. 

j)    Wetlands.  Development within a wetland is prohibited and a 75-foot building 
setback from the wetland boundary line shall be provided. 

k)    Ordinary high water mark (OHWM).  A building setback of 75 feet shall be provided 
from the OHWM.  

l)     Remnants less than twenty (20) acres must be a part of the plat or map. Any 
remnant twenty (20) acres or larger must be a part of the map or plat unless 
waived as provided herein. The subdivider must provide proof that any remnant in 
excess of twenty (20) acres not shown on a plat or map is able to support a soil 
absorption sewer disposal system. 

The Plan Commission, in applying the provisions of this Section, shall recite, in writing, the 
particular facts upon which it bases its conclusion that the land is unsuitable for development 
or division and afford the subdivider an opportunity to present evidence in rebuttal to such 
finding of unsuitability if so desired. Thereafter the Plan Commission may affirm, modify or 
withdraw its determination of unsuitability. 

2.07 COVENANTS 

The Plan Commission or Town Board may require submission of a draft of protective 
covenants whereby the subdivider intends to regulate land use in the proposed division or 
development and otherwise protect the proposed development. The Town Attorney shall 
review all covenants and shall approve covenants as to form. 

2.08 VIOLATIONS 

It shall be unlawful to build upon, divide, convey, record or place monuments on any land in 
violation of this Ordinance or the Wisconsin Statutes; and no person, firm or corporation shall 
be issued a building permit by the Town of Lisbon authorizing the building on, or improvement 
of, any subdivision, minor land division, condominium plat, assessor's plat or replat within the 
jurisdiction of this Ordinance not of record as of the effective date of this Ordinance until the 
provisions and requirements of this Ordinance have been fully met. The Town of Lisbon may 
institute appropriate action or proceedings to enjoin violations of this Ordinance or the 
applicable Wisconsin Statutes. 

2.09 PENALTIES AND REMEDIES 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates or fails to comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than $100.00 nor more than 
$1,000.00, in addition to the costs of prosecution for each offense, and the penalty for default 
of payment of such forfeiture and costs shall be imprisoned in County Jail. Each day a violation 
exists or continues shall constitute a separate offense until the person, firm or corporation 
comes into compliance with this Ordinance. In addition, the remedies provided by Sections 
236.30 and 236.31 of the Wisconsin Statues shall be available to the Town.  Violations and 
concomitant penalties shall include and the same are hereby adopted:     
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a)    Recordation improperly made carries penalties as provided for in Section 
236.30, Wisconsin Statutes.  

b)     Conveyance of lots in unrecorded plats carries penalties as provided for in 
Section 236.31, Wisconsin Statutes. 

c)    Monuments disturbed or not placed carries penalties as provided for in Section 
236.32, Wisconsin Statutes. 

An assessor's plat made under Section 70.27, Wisconsin Statutes, may be ordered as a 
remedy by the Town of Lisbon, at the expense of the subdivider, when a subdivision as 
defined herein is created by successive divisions. 

All penalties provided for herein shall be in addition to any penalties imposed by any other 
governmental body. 

Any penalties not paid shall be special charges against the real estate involved and may be so 
assessed and collected by the Town of Lisbon under Section 66.60, Wisconsin Statutes. 

2.10 APPEALS 
Any person aggrieved by an objection to a division or development or a failure to approve a 
division or development may appeal such objection or failure to approve as provided in 
Section 236.13(5), Wisconsin Statutes, within thirty (30) days of notification of the rejection of 
the division or development. Where failure to approve is based on an unsatisfied objection, 
the agency making the objection shall be made a party to the action.  In its review, the Court 
may make a determination to remand the matter back to the Town of Lisbon for further 
review and action if it finds that the action of the approving or objecting agency is arbitrary, 
unreasonable or discriminatory. 
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SECTION 3.00  LAND DIVISION PROCEDURES 

3.01 PRE-FILING CONFERENCE 

Prior to filing a formal plan for the approval of a land division or development, the subdivider 
shall submit a conceptual plan for review and comment and consult with the Plan Commission 
and its staff in order to obtain their advice and assistance. This consultation is not formal, but is 
intended to inform the subdivider of the purpose and objectives of these regulations, the 
comprehensive development plan, plan component, neighborhood plans and duly adopted plan 
implementation devices of the Town of Lisbon and to otherwise assist the subdivider in planning 
the development. In so doing, both the subdivider and the Town of Lisbon may reach mutual 
conclusions regarding the general program and objectives of the proposed development and its 
possible effects on the neighborhood and community. The subdivider may also gain a better 
understanding of the subsequent required procedures. 

3.02 SUBDIVISIONS  

a) Preliminary Plat Filing.  Before submitting a Final Plat for approval, the subdivider 
shall prepare and submit a Preliminary Plat. The Preliminary Plat shall be prepared 
and filed in accordance with this Ordinance and Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes.  
The subdivider shall utilize the Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land 
Use as the forwarding agency for the plat.  The subdivider shall also submit 16 
copies of the preliminary plat to the Town Clerk at least 21 days prior to the Plan 
Commission meeting to allow time for review of the plat. 

b) Preliminary Plat Review. 

  (1)    The Plan Commission shall review the Preliminary Plat for conformance with: 

A)  The provisions of Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes. 

B)  This Ordinance. 

C)  Any local Master Plan adopted under State Statutes. 

D)  Any official map adopted under State Statutes. 

E)  Any local rules and regulations. 

F)  Any comprehensive development plan or plan component. 

G)  Any neighborhood plans. 

      (2)  The Plan Commission shall not recommend approval and the Town Board shall
    not approve such   preliminary plat until the Town’s professional staff,  
    including the Town Engineer, has examined the plat and filed a written report 
    with the Plan Commission and Town Board concerning the proposed plat.  The 
    subdivider shall be  required to furnish all technical data and other information 
    required by all approving authorities under the provision of chapter 236 of the 
    Wisconsin State Statutes and  as required by the Town’s professional staff in  
    accordance with this ordinance and all other town ordinances at the   
    subdivider’s own cost and expense to be billed in accordance with the  
    appropriate town ordinance.  
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 (3)   The Plan Commission should, within 75 days of the date of filing of a 

 Preliminary  Plat, recommend approval, approval conditionally or rejection of 
 such plat to the Town Board unless the time is   extended by agreement in 
 writing with the subdivider.  The subdivider shall be notified in writing of  any 
 conditions of approval,  or the reasons for rejection. 

(4)  The Town Board should within 90 days of the date of the filing of a Preliminary
 Plat approve, approve conditionally or reject such plat unless the time is 
 extended by agreement in writing with the subdivider.  The subdivider shall 
 be notified in writing of any conditions of approval, or the reasons for 
 rejection. 

(5)   Failure of the Town Board to act within 90 days shall constitute an approval 
 of the Preliminary  Plat   as  filed. 

(6)    Approval or conditional approval of a Preliminary Plat shall not constitute  
  automatic approval of  the Final Plat, except that if the Final Plat is submitted 
  within six (6) months of the Preliminary Plat approval and conforms   
  substantially to the Preliminary Plat layout as indicated in Section   
  236.11(1)(b), Wisconsin Statutes, and all conditions imposed as part of  
  the Preliminary Plat approval have been satisfied, the Final Plat shall be  
  entitled to approval with respect to such layout. The Preliminary Plat shall be  
  deemed an expression of approval or conditional approval of the layout  
  submitted as a guide to the preparation of the Final Plat which will be subject 
  to further consideration by the Plan Commission and the Town Board at  
  the time of its submission. 

(7)   Objections must be satisfied. The Preliminary Plat shall not be finally approved
  or deemed finally approved until all objections of all objecting and approving  
  authorities and all conditions of the Plan Commission and Town Board have  
  been satisfied. 

c) Final Plat Filing. The Final Plat shall be prepared and filed in accordance with 
this Ordinance  and Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The Final Plat shall 
be forwarded to the Town  Clerk by the Waukesha County Department of 
Parks and Land Use within the timeframe  stipulated in Section 236 of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes.  The Town Clerk shall forward the  Final Plat to the 
Plan Commission. 

d)  Final Plat Review.  

 (1)    The Plan Commission shall review the Final Plat for conformance with: 

a)  The approved Preliminary Plat. 

b)  Any conditions of approval of the Preliminary Plat. 

c)  The provisions of Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes. 

d)  This Ordinance. 

e)  Any local Master Plan adopted under State Statutes. 
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f)  Any official map adopted under State Statutes. 

g)  Any local rules and regulations. 

h)  Any comprehensive development plan or plan component. 

i)  Any neighborhood plans. 

2) The Plan Commission should within 30 days of submission of the Final Plat 
recommend approval, approval conditionally or rejection of such plat to the 
Town Board unless the  time is extended by agreement in writing with 
the subdivider. 

3) The Town Board should within 60 days of the date of submission of the 
Final Plat  approve, approve conditionally or reject such Final Plat unless 
the time is extended by  agreement in writing with the subdivider.  
Reasons for rejection shall be stated in the  minutes of the Board 
meeting and a copy thereof of a written statement of such  reasons 
shall be supplied to the subdivider. 

4) Failure of the Town Board to take action on the plat within 60 days, the time 
having not  been extended and no unsatisfied objections having been filed 
and no unsatisfied  conditions of the Preliminary Plat approval, the Final Plat 
shall be deemed approved. 

5) Miscellaneous Provisions.  

a) Submission. If the Final Plat is not submitted within 36 months of the 
last required approval of the Preliminary Plat, the Town Board may 
refuse to approve the Final Plat unless otherwise provided for in the 
Developer's Agreement by means of a phase development timetable. 

b) Partial Platting. If permitted by the Town Board, the approved 
Preliminary Plat may be finally platted in phases with each phase 
encompassing only that portion of the approved Preliminary Plat which 
the subdivider proposes to record at one time, however, it is required 
that each such phase be final platted and be designated as a "phase" of 
the approved Preliminary Plat.  Subsequent phases of the Final Plat shall 
be filed in accordance with the schedule set forth in the Developer's 
Agreement as adopted or amended by the Town Board. 

c) Recordation. After the Final Plat has been approved by the Town Board 
  and the Developer’s agreement has been reviewed by staff, the Plan
  Commission and the Town Board, and approved by the Town Board, 
  and the required improvements are either installed, or at a minimum the 
  roadways are paved with the first lift of asphalt and all roadside ditches 
  are at  final grade, topsoiled and seeded, the Clerk shall cause the 
  certificate inscribed upon the Final Plat attesting that such approval to 
  be duly executed and the Final Plat recorded with the County Register of
  Deeds. 

d) Duplicate Plat. An identical reproducible copy of the plat (on stable 
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drafting film at least four mils thick) along with the recording data shall 
be placed on file with the Town Clerk.  An electronic version of the plat 
on disk shall also be placed on file with the Town Clerk. 

e) Final Plats submitted for approval before all improvements are ready to be 
  accepted by the Town Board will only receive conditional approval from 
   the Town Board and said approval will be conditioned upon all   
  improvements being completed and accepted by the Town Board. 

(6) Objections must be satisfied.  The Final Plat shall not be finally approved or 
 deemed finally approved until all objections of all objecting and approving   
 authorities and all conditions of the Plan Commission and Town Board have 
 been satisfied. 

3.03  MINOR LAND DIVISIONS  (CERTIFIED SURVEY MAPS) 

a)    Certified Survey Map Filing. 

1) Any division of land other than a subdivision, condominium plat, replat or  
   assessor’s plat as defined in this Ordinance shall be divided by the   
   subdivider by use of a Certified Survey Map.  The Certified Survey Map shall 
   be prepared and filed in accordance with this Ordinance and Chapter 236, 
   Wisconsin Statutes, and submitted for consideration by the Plan   
   Commission and Town Board.  Once the fifth and subsequent lots are  
   divided from the parent parcel within five years of the initial division from  
   the parent parcel of land, those subsequent land divisions are subject to the 
   requirements of Section 8.14 of this Ordinance.   

2) The subdivider shall file 16 copies of the Certified Survey Map with the  
  Town Clerk at least 21 days prior to the meeting of the Plan Commission at 
  which action is  desired. 

3) The Clerk shall, as soon as practicable, transmit the copies of the Certified 
  Survey  Map to the Plan Commission and Town Board. 

4) The Clerk shall transmit a copy of the Certified Survey Map to all affected  
  boards, commissions, departments, and staff for their review and   
  recommendationconcerning matters within their jurisdiction.  Their  
  recommendations shall be transmitted to the Plan Commission and Town  
  Board prior to the meeting at which the map is to be discussed.  The Town 
  Board shall not approve such Certified Survey Map  until the Town’s  
  professional staff, including the Town Engineer, has examined the map and 
  filed  a written report with the Plan Commission and Town Board   
  concerning the proposed Certified Survey Map.  The subdivider shall be  
  required to furnish all technical data and other information required  
  by all approving authorities under the provision of chapter 236 of the  
  Wisconsin State Statutes and as required by the Town’s professional staff in 
  accordance with this ordinance and all  other town ordinances at the  
  subdivider’s own cost and expense to be billed in accordance with the  
  appropriate town ordinance. 
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b)     Certified Survey Map Review. 

  (1)   The Plan Commission shall review the Certified Survey Map for conformance 
  with: 

A) The provisions of Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes. 

B) This Ordinance. 

C) Any local Master Plan adopted under State Statutes. 

D) Any official map adopted under State Statute. 

E) Any local rules and regulations. 

F) Any comprehensive development plan or plan component.  

G) Any neighborhood plans. 

(2) The Plan Commission should within 45 days of the date of filing a Certified 
   Survey Map recommend approval, approval conditionally or rejection of  
   such Certified Survey Map to the Town Board unless the time is extended 
   by agreement with the subdivider. 

(3) The Town Board should within 90 days of the date of the filing of a  
   Certified Survey Map approve, approve conditionally or reject such Certified 
   Survey Map unless the time is extended by agreement with the subdivider. 

(4) If the Certified Survey Map is rejected, the reason shall be stated in the 
    minutes of the meeting and a written statement forwarded to the  
    subdivider. 

 (5) Upon satisfaction of all conditions of approval, the original Certified Survey 
   Map document shall be submitted for signature by the required Town  
   officials.  No signature shall be affixed to the Certified Survey Map until the 
   Town is in receipt of all applicable fees and a mylar copy of the map.  The 
   original map is then returned to the subdivider for recordation. 

 (6)  The subdivider shall record the map with the County Register of Deeds 
   within six (6) months of its approval by the Town Board.  If the subdivider 
   fails to record the map within six (6) months, the previously approved map 
   is hereby rejected and the subdivider must recommence the entire  
   procedure in this Ordinance unless an extension of time to file has been 
   granted by the Town Board. 

 (7) Duplicate Certified Survey Map.  An identical reproduction copy of the  
    Certified Survey Map (on stable drafting film at least four mils thick) along 
    with the recording data shall be placed on file with the Town Clerk.  

3.04 REPLAT 

When it is proposed to replat a recorded subdivision, or part thereof, so as to change the 
boundaries of a recorded subdivision, or part thereof, the subdivider or person wishing to replat 
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shall vacate or alter the recorded Plat as provided in Sections 236.40 through 236.44, Wisconsin 
Statutes.  The subdivider, or person wishing to replat, shall then proceed as specified in Section 
3.02 above.  The Clerk shall schedule a public hearing before the Plan Commission when a 
Preliminary Plat of a replat of lands within the Town of Lisbon is filed, and shall cause notices of 
the proposed replat and public hearing to the mailed to the owners of all properties within the 
limits of the exterior boundaries of the proposed replat and to the owners of all properties within 
300 feet of the exterior boundaries of the proposed replat. 
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SECTION 4.00  PRELIMINARY PLAT 

4.01 GENERAL 

 
A Preliminary Plat shall be required for all subdivisions, shall be based upon a survey by a registered land 
surveyor, shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes, shall 
comply with the design standards and improvement requirements set forth in Sections 7.00 and 8.00, 
and Addendum A as applicable,  of this Ordinance and the plat shall be drawn with waterproof non-
fading black ink or legibly drawn with pencil, on tracing cloth, reproducible drafting film, or tracing paper 
of good quality at a convenient scale of not more than 100 feet to the inch and shall clearly and correctly 
on its face show the following information: 

a)   Title or name under which the proposed subdivision is to be recorded.  Subdivision names 
to specifically include “Lisbon” or another word that relates to the heritage of the site or the 
Lisbon community. Such title shall not be the same or similar to a previously approved and 
recorded plat in Waukesha County, unless it is an addition by the same owner to a 
previously recorded plat and is so stated on the plat;   

b) Property location of the proposed subdivision by: Government lot, quarter section, 
 section, township, range, county and state; 

c) General location sketch showing the location of the subdivision within the U.S. Public Land 
 Survey section oriented on the sheet in the same direction as the main drawing; 

d) Date, graphic scale and north arrow.  The scale shall not be more than 100 feet to one 
 inch;  

e) Names and addresses of the owner, subdivider and land surveyor preparing the plat; 

f) Entire area contiguous to the proposed plat owned or controlled by the subdivider and/or 
 owner shall be included on the Preliminary Plat even though only a portion of said area is 
 proposed for immediate development. The Plan Commission may waive this requirement 
 where it is  unnecessary to fulfill the purposes and intent of this Ordinance and severe 
 hardship would result from strict application thereof. 

g)   Date of preparation, including revision dates on all pages. 
 

4.02 PLAT DATA 

All Preliminary Plats shall show the following: 

a) Exact length and bearing of the exterior boundaries of the proposed subdivision 
 referenced to a corner established in U.S. Public Land Survey and the total 
 acreage encompassed thereby; 

b) Existing and proposed topographic contours of not more than two (2) foot intervals 
 of the lands to be subdivided and such other adjoining lands as may be necessary 
 to determine adequate drainage for the proposed land division as determined by 
 the  Town  Engineer. Elevations shall be marked on such contours based on 
 National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (mean sea level); 

c)  Water elevations of adjoining lakes, water courses, rivers, and streams at the date 
 of the survey  and approximate high and low water elevations, all referred to 
 mean sea level (1929) datum; 
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d) Floodplain limits and the contour line lying a vertical distance of two (2) feet 
 above the elevation of the 100-year recurrence interval flood, or where such data 
is  not  available, five (5) feet above the elevation of the maximum flood of record; 

e) Location, right-of-way width and names of all existing and platted streets, alleys or 
other public right of ways, easements, parks, cemeteries, railroad and utility 
rights-of-way and all section and quarter section lines within the exterior 
boundaries of the plat or immediately adjacent thereto; 

f) Type, width and elevation of any existing street pavements within the exterior 
 boundaries of the plat or immediately adjacent thereto together with any 
 legally established centerline elevations, all to mean sea level (1929) datum; 

g) Location and names of any adjacent subdivisions, parks and cemeteries, and 
owners of record of abutting unplatted lands; 

h) Location, size and invert elevation of any existing sanitary or storm sewers, 
culverts and drain pipes, the location of manholes, catch basins, hydrants, power 
and telephone poles, and the location and size of any existing water and gas 
mains within the exterior boundaries of the plat or immediately adjacent thereto. 
If no sanitary or storm sewers or water mains are located on or immediately 
adjacent to the lands being platted, the nearest such sewers or water mains which 
might be extended to serve such lands shall be indicated by their direction and 
distance from the nearest exterior boundary of the plat and their size, and invert 
elevations; 

i) Locations of all existing property boundary lines, buildings and structures, drives, 
ditches, wetlands, steep slopes, streams and watercourses, marshes, rock 
outcrops, wooded areas, railroad tracks, bridges, fence lines, drainage easements, 
natural drainage areas, landfills and other similar significant natural or man-made 
features within the tract being subdivided or immediately adjacent thereto; 

j) Location, width, approximate grades, and names of all proposed streets and public 
rights-of-way such as alleys, highways, easements for drainage and other public 
utilities;  

k) Approximate dimensions of all lots together with proposed lot and block numbers; 
location and approximate dimensions and size of any sites to be reserved or dedicated 
for parks, playgrounds, drainage ways, or other public use or which are to be used for 
group housing, shopping centers, church sites, or other private uses not requiring 
platting; 

l) Approximate radii of all curves and length of tangents; 

m) Existing zoning on and adjacent to the proposed subdivision; 

n) Any proposed lake and stream access with a small drawing clearly indicating the 
location of the proposed subdivision in relation to the access; 

o) Any proposed lake and stream improvement or relocation; 

p) Soil type, slope and boundaries as shown on the detailed operational soil survey 
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maps prepared by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service; 

q) Location of soil boring tests, where required by the Wisconsin Administrative Code, 
 made to a depth of six (6) feet, unless bedrock is at a lesser depth. The number of 
 such tests  shall be adequate to portray the character of the soil and the depths of 
 bedrock and groundwater from the natural undisturbed surface. To accomplish 
 this purpose, a minimum of one (1) test per three (3) acres shall be made initially. 
 The results of such tests shall be submitted along with the Preliminary Plat; 

r) Location of soil percolation tests where required by the Wisconsin Administrative 
 Code,  conducted in accordance with the Wisconsin Administrative Code, taken at 
 the location and depth in which soil absorption waste disposal systems are to be 
 installed. The number of such tests initially made shall not be less than one (1) 
 test per three (3) acres or one (1) test per lot,  whichever is greater. The results 
 of such tests shall be submitted along with the Preliminary Plat. Where mound 
 systems are proposed, information required by the Wisconsin  Administrative 
 Code shall be submitted and may be required to be shown on the plat. 

s) If the subdivision borders any stream, water course or river, the distances and 
 bearings of a meander line established not less than 20 feet back from the ordinary 
 high water mark of the stream, water course or river.  

t) Proposed building lines. 

u) Approximate dimensions of and area of lots. Calculations in a tabular format which 
 accurately state the following: 

1) Area in acres of the development. 

2) Average lot size. 

3) Overall development density factor. 

4) Minimum lot requirements per Town Zoning District(s). 

5) Approximate length of new roadways. 

6) Areas to be used for open space and storm water management. 

v) Additional information as requested by the Plan Commission or Town Board to verify 
 ownership, clarify questions raised during the approval procedure, address concerns 
 raised by neighbors or members of the Plan Commission or Town Board and any other 
  information the Town Engineer, other town professional staff, the Plan Commission or 
 Town Board deems necessary to reach a decision on the Preliminary Plat. Failure to 
 provide the requested additional  information may be grounds for denial of the 
 Preliminary Plat. 

4.03 STREET PLANS AND PROFILES 

The Plan Commission, upon recommendation of the Town Engineer, may require that the 
subdivider provide street plans and profiles showing existing ground surface, proposed and 
established street grades, storm sewer plans and profiles showing the location, grades, sizes, 
cross-sections, elevations and materials of required facilities, where applicable, including 
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extensions for a reasonable distance beyond the limits of the proposed subdivision when 
requested. All elevations shall be based upon mean sea level (1929) datum, and plans and 
profiles shall meet the approval of the Town Engineer. 

4.04 TESTING. The Plan Commission, upon recommendation of the Town Engineer, may 
require that borings and soundings be made in specified areas to ascertain subsurface soil, 
rock and water conditions, including depth to bedrock and depth to groundwater table. Where 
the subdivision will not be served by public sanitary sewer service, the provisions of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code shall be complied with; and the appropriate data submitted 
with the Preliminary Plat. 

4.05 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION. The Plan Commission, upon  
determining  from a review of the Preliminary Plat by the Town Engineer that the soil, slope, 
vegetation  
and  drainage characteristics of the site are such as to require substantial cutting, clearing, 
grading and other earthmoving operations in the development of the subdivision or otherwise 
entail a severe erosion  
hazard, may require the subdivider to provide soil erosion and sedimentation control plans and 
specifications. Such plans shall generally follow the guidelines and standards set forth in any 
and all ordinances, rules, regulations and publications adopted by separate resolution by the 
Town Board.  

4.06 AFFIDAVIT. The surveyor preparing the Preliminary Plat shall certify on the face of  

the Plat that it is a correct representation of all existing land divisions and features and that he 
has fully complied with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 5.00  FINAL PLAT 

5.01 GENERAL. A Final Plat prepared by a registered land surveyor shall be required for all 
subdivisions. It shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Chapter 236, Wisconsin 
Statutes, which is hereby adopted by reference, and the Final Plat shall be submitted to the Town 
within 36 months of the approval of the preliminary plat. 

5.02 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. The Plat shall show correctly on its face, in addition to the 
information required by Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes, and Sections 4.01, 4.02, 7.00 and 8.00 of 
this Ordinance, the following: 

a) Exact length and bearing of the centerline of all streets; 

b) Exact street width along the line of any obliquely intersecting street; 

c) Railroad rights-of-way within and abutting the plat; 

d) Setbacks or building lines greater than those required by the Town ordinances, if
 deemed necessary by the Plan Commission; 

e) Utility and/or drainage easements; 

f) All lands reserved for future public acquisition or reserved for the common use of 
 property owners within the plat; 

g) Special restrictions required by the Plan Commission relating to access control along 
 public ways,  delineation of floodland limits or to the provision of planting strips. 

h) Blocks, if designated, shall be consecutively numbered or lettered in alphabetical 
 order. The blocks in numbered additions to subdivisions bearing the same name shall 
 be numbered or lettered consecutively through the several additions. The exact 
 length and bearing of the boundary lines of all blocks shall be shown. 

i) Lots in each block shall be consecutively numbered. Outlots, if approved, shall be 
 numbered within each block. The square footage of each lot and outlot shall be 
 shown on the plat and in  addition thereto the plat shall show the exact acreage for 
 each lot or outlot to the nearest 1/100th acre, such indicator to be located within the 
 boundary of each lot or outlot on the plat. 

j) Meander lines by distance and bearings shall be shown with the distance the point of 
 intersection of such meander lines with lot lines and ordinary high water mark also 
 shown. 

k) Septic systems and driveways with preplanned location shall be shown on the plat. 

l) Lots to be served by joint wells, along with the easements providing for said service, 
 shall  be shown on the plat. A joint well agreement shall be recorded. 

m) Restrictive covenants, deed restrictions, and easements for the proposed subdivision 
 shall be filed with the final plat. 

n) The Developer’s Agreement shall be reviewed by the professional staff and the Plan
 Commission, and approved by the Town Board, filed with the final plat, and recorded  
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SECTION 5.03 

in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds office. 

5.03 DEED RESTRICTIONS. The Plan Commission or Town Board may require that deed 
restrictions be filed with the Final Plat. 

5.04 SURVEY ACCURACY. The Town Engineer shall examine all Final Plats within the Town of 
Lisbon and may make, or cause to be made by a registered land surveyor under the supervision or 
direction of the Town Engineer, field checks for the accuracy and closure of survey, the proper kind 
and location of monuments and the legibility and completeness of the drawing. In addition: 

a) Maximum error of closure before adjustment of the survey of the exterior boundaries 
 of the subdivision shall not exceed, in horizontal distance or position, the ratio of one 
 (1) part in 10,000,  or in azimuth, four (4) seconds of arc per interior angle. If field
 measurements exceed this  maximum, new field measurements shall be made until a 
 satisfactory closure is obtained. When a satisfactory closure of the field 
 measurements has been obtained, the survey of the exterior boundary shall be 
 adjusted to form a closed geometric figure. 

b) All street, block and lot dimensions shall be computed as closed geometric figures 
 based upon the control provided by the closed exterior boundary survey. If field 
 checks disclose an error for any interior line of the plat greater than the ratio of one 
 (1) part in 5,000, or an error in  measured angle greater than one (1) minute of arc 
 for any angle where the shorter side forming the angle is 300 feet or longer, 
 necessary corrections shall be made. Where the shorter  side of a measured angle is 
 less than 300 feet in length, the error shall not exceed the value of one (1) minute 
 multiplied by the quotient of 300 divided by the length of the shorter side; 
 however, such error  shall not in any case exceed five (5) minutes of arc. 

c) The Plan Commission and Town Board shall receive the results of the Town 
 Engineer's examination prior to the Town Board approving the Final Plat. 

5.05 SURVEYING AND MONUMENTING. All Final Plats shall meet the surveying and 
monumenting requirements of Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes. 

5.06 STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM. Where the Plat is located within a U.S. Public Land 
Survey quarter section, the corners of which have been relocated, monumented and coordinated by 
the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County or the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission, the Plat shall be tied directly to one or more of the section or quarter corners so 
relocated, monumented and coordinated. The exact grid bearing and distance of such tie shall be 
determined by field measurements, and the material and Wisconsin state plane coordinates of the 
monument marking the relocated section or quarter corner to which the Plat is tied shall be 
indicated on the Plat. All distances and bearings shall be referenced to the Wisconsin Coordinate 
System, South Zone, and adjusted to the Town of Lisbon's control survey. 

5.07 CERTIFICATES. All Final Plats shall provide all of the affidavits and certificates required by 
Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes, shall be lettered or printed legibly with black durable ink or typed 
legibly; and, in addition, the surveyor shall certify that he or she has fully complied with all of the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 5.09 

 

5.08 RECORDATION. The Final Plat shall only be recorded with the County Register of Deeds 
after the certificates of the Wisconsin Department of Development, of the Town Board, of the Plan 
Commission, of the surveyor, and those certificates required by Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes, are placed 
on the face of the Plat. FaIilure to record said Final Plat in accordance with State Statutes, may require the 
subdivider to have to recommence the entire procedure in this Ordinance at the option of the Town 
Board.  State Statutes requires a plat to be recorded within twelve months of the last approval and 
within 36 months of the first approval. 

5 .09  DUPLICATE PLAT TO BE FILED. An identical reproducible copy (duplicate tracing) on 
stable drafting film at least four mils thick, and a muslin backed copy of the final plat along with the 
recording data shall be placed on file with the Town.  An electronic version of the plat on disk shall 
also be placed on file with the Town Clerk. 

5.10 HOUSE NUMBERS ASSIGNED. The Town Engineer shall place upon a copy of the Final Plat on each 
lot shown on said plat the correct legal house number assigned to that lot in conformity with the grid system 
in effect in Waukesha County and any local ordinances. 
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SECTION 6.00 CERTIFIED SURVEY MAPS 

6.01 GENERAL. A certified Survey Map prepared by a registered land surveyor shall be required 
for all minor land divisions. It shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Section 236.34, 
Wisconsin Statutes. The minor subdivision shall comply with the design standards and improvement 
requirements set forth in Sections 7.00 and 8.00, and Addendum A as applicable, of this Ordinance. 

6.02 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. The map shall show correctly on its face, in addition to the 
information required by Section 236.34, Wisconsin Statutes, all information required by Sections 
4.01, 4.02 and 5.02 of this Ordinance and the following: 

a. All existing buildings and structures, drives, streams and watercourses, drainage 
 ditches, drainage easements, marshes, wooded areas, railroad tracks, and other 
 features pertinent to proper  land division. 

b. Deed restrictions as required by the Plan Commission and/or the Town Board. 

6.03 STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM. Where the map is located within a U.S. Public Land 
Survey quarter section, the corners of which have been relocated, monumented and coordinated by 
the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County or the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission, the map shall be tied directly to one of the section or quarter corners so relocated, 
monumented and coordinated. The exact grid bearing and distance of such tie shall be determined 
by field measurements, and the material and Wisconsin state plane coordinate of the monument 
marking the relocated section or quarter corner to which the map is tied shall be indicated on the 
map. All distance and bearings shall be referenced to the Wisconsin Coordinate System, South 
Zone, and adjusted to the Town of Lisbon's control survey. 

6.04 CERTIFICATES. The surveyor shall certify on the face of the map that he or she has fully 
complied with all the provisions of this Ordinance and Chapter 236. The Town Board and Plan 
Commission, after a recommendation by the reviewing agencies, shall certify its approval on the 
face of the map. 

In addition, dedication of streets and other public areas shall require the owner's certificate and the 
mortgagee's certificate in substantially the same form as required by Section 236.21(2)(a), 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

6.05 RECORDATION. The Certified Survey Map shall only be recorded with the County Register of 
Deeds after the certificates of the Town Board , Plan Commission and the surveyor are placed on 
the face of the map. 

6.06 DUPLICATE PLAT TO BE FILED. An identical reproducible copy (on stable drafting film at 
least four mils thick) along with recording data shall be placed on file with the Town Engineer. 

6.07 HOUSE NUMBERS ASSIGNED. The Town Engineer shall place upon a copy of the map on 
each lot shown on said map the correct legal house number assigned to that lot in conformity with 
the grid system in effect in Waukesha County and any local ordinances.  
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SECTION 7.00 DESIGN STANDARDS 

7.01 STREET ARRANGEMENT. In any division or development of land, the street layout and 
construction shall conform to the arrangement, width and location indicated on the official map, 
the adopted street and highway width map, County jurisdictional highway system plan, 
comprehensive development plan or plan component, or precise neighborhood unit development 
plan of the Town of Lisbon. In areas for which such plans have not been completed, the street 
layout shall recognize the functional classification of the various types of streets and shall be 
designed, developed and located in proper relation to existing and proposed streets, to the 
topography and natural terrain features such as streams and existing tree growth, to public 
convenience and safety, to the proposed uses of the land to be served by such streets, and to 
the most advantageous development of adjoining areas. The division or development shall be 
designed so as to provide each lot with satisfactory access to a public street. In addition: 

a) Arterial or major streets, as hereafter defined, shall be arranged so as to provide 
ready access to centers of employment, centers of governmental activity, 
community shopping areas, community recreation and points beyond the 
boundaries of the community. They shall also be properly integrated with and 
related to the existing and proposed system of major streets and highways and 
shall be, insofar as practicable, continuous and in alignment with existing or 
planned streets with which they are to connect. 

b) Collector streets, as hereafter defined, shall be arranged so as to provide ready 
collection of traffic from residential areas and conveyance of this traffic to the 
major street and highway system and shall be properly related to the mass 
transportation system, to special traffic generators such as schools, churches and 
shopping centers and other concentrations of population and to the major streets 
to which they connect. 

c) Minor streets, as hereafter defined, shall be arranged to conform to the 
topography, to discourage use by through traffic, to permit the design of efficient 
storm (drainage) and sanitary sewerage systems, and to require the minimum 
street area necessary to provide for safe and convenient access to abutting 
property. 

d) Proposed streets shall extend to the boundary lines of the tract being divided or 
developed unless prevented by topography or other physical conditions or unless, 
in the opinion of the Plan Commission, such extension is not necessary or desirable 
for the coordination of the layout of the development or for the advantageous 
development of the adjacent tracts. 

e) Arterial Street and Highway Protection (Controlled Access). Whenever the proposed 
development contains or is adjacent to a major street or highway, adequate 
protection of residential properties, limitation of access and separation of through 
and local traffic shall be provided by reversed frontage, with screen planting 
contained in a nonaccess reservation along the rear property line, or by the use of 
frontage streets. 

f) Frontage streets shall be designed in relation to the street which it serves and to 
the existing topography to provide for safe traffic flow and property value 
presentation. 
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SECTION 7.02 

 

g) Stream or lake shores shall have minimum of sixty (60) feet of public access 
platted to the low watermark at intervals of not more than one-half mile as 
required by Section 236.16(3), Wisconsin Statutes. 

h) Reserve strips shall not be provided on any division to control access to streets or 
alleys, and shall be prohibited except where the access control of such strips is 
placed with the Town of Lisbon under conditions approved by the Plan Commission 
and accepted by the Town Board. 

i) Street names shall not duplicate or be similar to existing street names elsewhere in 
the Town of Lisbon. Streets that are continuous of others already in existence and 
named shall bear the name of the existing street(s).  Street names and numbers 
shall comply with the Town Code of the Town of Lisbon. 

7.02 LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY AND RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TREATMENT. 
Whenever the proposed division or development contains or is adjacent to the limited access 
highway or railroad right-of-way, the design shall provide the following treatment: 

a) When lots within the proposed division or development back upon the right-of-way 
of an existing or proposed limited access highway or a railroad, a planting strip at 
least thirty (30) feet in depth shall be provided adjacent to the highway or railroad 
in addition to the normal lot depth. This strip shall be a part of the platted lots but 
shall have the following restriction lettered on the face of the plat: "This strip 
reserved for the planting of trees and shrubs, the building of structures hereon is 
prohibited." 

b) When lots within the proposed division or development front upon the right-of-way 
of an existing or proposed limited access highway or a railroad, said lots should be 
platted with extra depth to permit generous distances between the buildings and 
such traffic ways. 

c) Commercial and industrial properties shall have provided, on each side of the 
limited access highway or railroad, streets approximately parallel to and at a 
suitable distance from such highway or railroad for the appropriate use of the land 
between such streets and highway or railroad, but not less than 150 feet. 

d) Streets parallel to a limited access highway or railroad right-of-way, when 
intersecting a major street and highway or collector street which crosses said 
railroad or highway, shall be located at a minimum distance of 250 feet from said 
highway or railroad right-of-way. Such distance, where desirable and practicable, 
shall be determined with due consideration of the minimum distance required for 
the future separation of grades by means of appropriate approach gradients. 

e) Minor streets immediately adjacent and parallel to railroad rights-of-way shall be 
avoided, and location of minor streets immediately adjacent to arterial streets and 
highways and to railroad rights-of-way shall be avoided in residential areas. 

7.03 STREET AND PEDESTRIAN WAY DESIGN STANDARDS. The minimum right- 
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of-way and roadway width of all proposed streets and alleys shall be as specified by the 
comprehensive development plan, plan component, official map, neighborhood development 
study; or jurisdictional highway system plan; or if no width is specified therein, the minimum 
widths shall be as set by the Town Board. Street sections are for standard arterial streets only. 
Cross-sections for freeways, expressways and parkways should be based upon detailed 
engineering studies. In addition: 

a. Cul-de sacs or Dead End Streets.  All streets or system of streets designed to have 
one end of any street in the system closed, whether temporarily or permanently, 
shall not exceed in any manner 500 feet in length. All streets designed to have one 
end closed shall terminate in a circular turn-around having a minimum right-of-way 
diameter of 120 feet of right-of-way and a roadway pavement surface of not less 
than 90 feet in diameter. 

b. Termination of streets intended to be extended at a later date or that are shown 
on the official map shall be accomplished with a temporary cul-de-sac in 
accordance with the standards set forth above, or by construction of a temporary 
"T" turnaround and easement in accordance with the detail provided herein and 
abutting the right-of-way lines of the access street on each side. All such streets 
must be approved by the Town Board.  

c. Roadway Elevations. Elevations of roadways passing through floodplain areas shall 
be designed in the following manner: 

1) Arterial highways shall be designed so they will not be overtopped by the 50-
year recurrence interval flood. 

2) Collectors and local streets shall be designed so they will not be overtopped 
by the 10-year recurrence interval flood. 

d. New and Replacement Bridges and Culverts. All new and replacement bridges and 
culverts over perennial waterways, including pedestrian and other minor bridges, in 
addition to meeting other applicable requirements, shall be designed so as to 
accommodate the 100-year recurrence interval flood event without raising the peak 
stage, either upstream or downstream, more than 0.01 foot above the peak stage 
for the 100-year recurrence interval flood, as established in the adopted 
comprehensive watershed plan or flood insurance study prepared by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. Larger permissible flood stage increases may be 
acceptable for areas having topographic land use conditions which could 
accommodate the increased stage without creating additional flood damage 
potential upstream or downstream of the proposed structure. Such bridges and 
culverts shall be so designed and constructed as to facilitate the passage of ice 
floes and other debris. All new and replacement bridges shall be constructed in 
accordance with all applicable State Statutes and Codes and shall be submitted to 
the Department of Natural Resources to assure compliance therewith. 

e. Street Grades. Unless necessitated by exceptional topography subject to the 
approval of the Plan Commission the maximum centerline grade of any street or  
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public way shall not exceed the following: 

1) Arterial/major streets: Six (6) percent. 

2) Collector streets: Six (6) percent. 

3) Minor streets, alleys and frontage roads: Ten (10) percent. 

4) The grade of any street shall in no case exceed ten (10) percent unless 
  necessitated by exceptional topography and waived as provided herein.  The 
 minimum  grade of all streets shall be no less than 0.5% and such minimum 
 shall not be permitted for long sustained distances. The “Minimum Street 
 Grade” is  established for the purpose of providing adequate slope for the 
 associated roadside ditch  flow.  The standard relationship of the road ditch to 
 the road centerline elevation is shown on the street typical detail made 
 part of this Code.  Long sustained distances as used in this section mean a 
 distance in excess of 300 lineal feet.    This restriction also applies to side 
 yard swales. 

Street grades shall be established wherever practicable so as to avoid 
excessive grading, the excessive removal of ground cover and tree growth, 
and general leveling of the topography. All changes in street grades shall be 
connected by vertical parabolic curves of a minimum length equivalent in feet 
to thirty (30) times the algebraic difference in the rates of grade for streets, 
provided that no curve less than sixty (60) feet in length need be used.  

f) Horizontal Curves. A minimum sight distance with clear visibility, measured along the 
centerline, shall not be less than the following: 

1) Arterial/major streets and highways: 300 feet. 

2) Collector streets: 200 feet. 

3) Minor streets: 100 feet.  

 (G)  Tangents.  A tangent at least 100 feet in length shall be provided between curves. 

 (H)  Vertical Curves.  All changes in street grades shall be connected by vertical curves 
        of a minimum length equivalent to 30 times the algebraic difference in the rate of  
        grade for arterial/major streets and collector streets and ½ of this minimum   
        length for all other streets. 

 (I)   Half Streets. Where an existing dedicated or platted half street is adjacent to 
        the tract being divided or developed, the other half of the street shall be   
        dedicated by the subdivider. The platting of new half streets shall not be  
   permitted. 

(J)    Boulevard Entrances. Where practicable as determined by the Plan   
 Commission, all developments shall contain a boulevard entrance of at least  
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50 feet in length for subdivisions containing 20 lots or more, and 40 feet in 
 length for subdivisions containing less than 20 lots.  All boulevards shall have 
 a minimum width of 20 feet and shall include landscaping approved by the 
 Plan Commission.  Monument/ground signage shall be included within the 
 median of the boulevard entrance as long as it meets all other town ordinances 
 and does not interfere with the vision triangles on the plat or CSM. 

(k) Development Requirements. The Town of Lisbon Town Board hereby 
 establishes development requirements for roadways, culverts, curb and  
 gutter and s idewalks as spec i f ied in At tachment  1,  ent i t led  
 "Chapter 3 Streets and Highways" attached hereto and incorporated  
 herein by reference. Compliance with all such development   
 requirements is required. In the event of a conflict between such  
 development requirements, including, but not limited to, any such  
 specifications or procedures, and the requirements of this Chapter, the  
 more restrictive provision shall be required. In the event of a dispute as 
 to which provision is more restrictive, the Town Board of the Town of  
 Lisbon shall determine which provision applies, and the Town Board's  
 decision shall be final. Attachment 1 is incorporated herein as though fully  
 set forth in this subsection, and shall not be modified or amended in any 
 way except in accordance with the amendment procedures that are 
 applicable to this Chapter. 

7.04 STREET INTERSECTIONS. Streets shall intersect each other at as nearly right   
angles as topography and other limiting factors of good design permit.  In addition: 

a) The number of streets converging at one intersection shall be reduced 
 to a minimum, preferably not more than two (2). 

b) The number of intersections along major streets and highways shall be held to 
a minimum. Whenever practicable the distance between such  intersections   
shall not be less than 1,200 feet.  

c) Property lines at street intersections shall be rounded with a minimum radius 
of fifteen (15) feet or of a greater radius when required by the Plan 
Commission, or shall be cut off by a straight line through the points of 
tangency of an arc having a radius of fifteen (15) feet. 

d) Jogs.  Minor streets shall not necessarily continue across arterial or  collector 
streets; but if the centerlines of such minor streets approach the  major 
streets from opposite sides within 300 feet of each other, measured  along 
the centerline of the arterial or collector street, then the location shall be 
so adjusted that the juncture across the major or collector street  is 
continuous; and a jog is avoided. 

7.05 BLOCKS. The widths, lengths and shapes of blocks shall be suited to the planned 
use of the land; zoning requirements; need for convenient access; control and safety 
of street traffic; and the limitations and opportunities of topography. In addition: 
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a) The length of blocks in residential areas shall not as a general rule be less than 
400 feet nor more than 2,000 feet in length unless otherwise dictated by   
exceptional topography or other limiting factors of good design. 

b) Pedestrian ways (crosswalks) of not less than fifteen (15) feet in width
 may be required near the center and entirely across any block over 900 
 feet in length where deemed essential by the Plan Commission to provide
 adequate pedestrian circulation or access to schools, parks, playgrounds, 
 shopping centers, churches, transportation facilities, or other community 
 facilities. 

c) The width of blocks shall be wide enough to provide for two (2) tiers of lots of 
 appropriate depth except where otherwise required to separate residential  
 development from through traffic. Width of lots or parcels reserved or laid out for 
 commercial or industrial uses shall be adequate to provide for service access,  
 such as off street loading and parking, required by the uses contemplated  
 and the area zoning restrictions for such uses. 

d) Utility easements for electric power and telephone service shall, where practical, be 
 placed on mid-block easements along rear lot lines. 

7.06 LOTS. The size, shape and orientation of lots shall be appropriate for the location of the 
division or development and for the type of development and use contemplated. The lots should 
be designed to provide an aesthetically pleasing building site and a proper architectural setting 
for the building contemplated. In addition: 

a) Side lot lines shall be at right angles to straight street lines or radial to curved street 
lines on which the lots face. 

b) Lot lines shall follow municipal boundary lines rather than cross them. 

c) Double frontage and reverse frontage lots shall be avoided except where necessary 
to provide separation of residential development from traffic arteries or to overcome 
specific disadvantages of topography and orientation. 

d) Access. Every lot shall front or abut on a public street. Lots with an access only to 
private drives or streets shall be permitted only with Plan Commission approval, and 
subject to the conditions of said approval and the provisions of the zoning 
ordinance. 

e) Lot width, area and dimensions shall conform to the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance and any other applicable zoning ordinances. Those building sites not 
served by a public sanitary sewerage system or other approved system shall be 
sufficient to permit the use of an onsite soil absorption sewage disposal system 
designed in accordance with the Wisconsin Administrative Code as well as with any 
applicable local ordinance. 

Lots shall be designed with a suitable proportion between width and depth.  
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Excessive depth in relation to width shall be avoided.  Neither long and narrow nor 
wide and shallow lots are normally desirable.  Lots shall be designed so the depth to 
width ratio does not exceed 2- 1/2 to 1, nor shall the width be less than 150 feet 
unless a waiver is granted as provided herein.  Depth of lots or parcels reserved or 
laid out for commercial or industrial uses shall be adequate to provide for service 
access, such as off street loading and parking, required by the uses contemplated. 

f) Width of lots shall conform to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, or other 
applicable ordinance, and in no case shall a lot be less than 60 feet in width at the 
building setback line. The width of lots on curves shall be measured at a point of 
tangency of the  setback arc at the mid-point of the curve for the lot. 

g) Corner lots shall be designed to permit full building setbacks from both streets as 
required by the zoning ordinance requirements. 

h) Lands lying between the meander line and the water's edge and any other lands not
 suitable for platting which lie between a proposed division or development and 
the water's edge shall be included as part of lots, outlots or public dedications in 
any plat abutting a lake or stream. 

i) Oversized lots are allowed, but where lots are created of a size larger than normal 
for the area, the Plan Commission may require that the division or development be 
so designed as to allow for the possible future redivision of such lots into normal 
sizes compatible with the immediate area. 

j) Residential lots abutting on arterial or major streets and highways shall be platted 
with sufficient depth to permit adequate separation between buildings and such 
traffic ways. 

k) Lots at right angles to each other should be avoided. 

7.07 BUILDING AND SETBACK LINES. Building setback lines appropriate to the location and 
type of development contemplated, which are more restrictive than the regulation of the zoning 
district in which the plat is located, may be required by the Plan Commission. 

7.08 EASEMENTS. The Plan Commission may require utility easements at least 10 feet in 
width across lots or centered on rear or side lot lines for electric power, communication and 
cable television lines, wires, conduits, storm and sanitary sewers and gas, water and other 
utility lines. All easements for town utilities shall be dedicated to the Town of Lisbon unless 
otherwise provided. 

Where a division or development is traversed by a watercourse, drainageway channel or stream, 
a storm water easement or drainage right of way conforming substantially with the lines of such 
water course, and such further width or construction, or both, as will be adequate for the 
purpose. The location, width, alignment and improvement of such drainageway or easement 
shall be subject to the approval of the Plan Commission; and parallel streets or parkways may 
be required in connection therewith. Where necessary, storm water drainage shall be 
maintained by open channels with landscaped banks and of adequate size, width and grade to  
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hydraulically accommodate maximum potential volumes of flow. These design details are subject 
to review and approval by the Town Engineer. 

7.09 PUBLIC SITES AND OPEN SPACES. In order that adequate land for open spaces and 
public uses may be properly located, preserved, developed constructed, remodeled, expanded, 
and improved as the Town of Lisbon develops; and in order that the cost of providing park 
lands, recreation lands, playgrounds, trails, schools, open space, or other public sites, facilities, 
fixtures and equipment necessary to serve the additional individuals brought into the Town of 
Lisbon may be most equitably apportioned on the basis of the additional need created by the 
individual development of land, the following provisions are established: 

a) IMPACT FEES 

(1)   ENACTMENT OF IMPACT FEE. 

If the Town Board determines that the dedication as described in Sections 
2.03, 8.00 and 10.04 of this Ordinance, is not feasible or compatible with the 
development of the Town of Lisbon, the owner shall, in lieu thereof, pay to 
the municipality an impact fee, which shall constitute the proportionate 
payment described in Section 7.09 (B) (2) of this Ordinance, to pay for the 
capital costs that are necessary to accommodate future land development 
with regard to public buildings, parks, playgrounds, and land for athletic 
fields.                         

 (2)   FEE AMOUNT. 

            The amount of the impact fee shall be as follows: 

A)   Base impact fee amount. 

                       Residential/per dwelling unit: $2,475.00 

B) In order to account for future increases in construction costs and interest 
costs, and in order to ensure that the fees are equitably distributed 
between current and future developers, the base impact fees described 
herein shall automatically adjust on an annual basis on January 1 of 
each calendar year by the percentage increase or decrease in the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics Midwest Region All Items Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers from January 1 of the preceding 
year. 

(3)   ACCOUNTING. 

          Revenues from impact fees shall be placed in a segregated, interest-    
bearing account and shall be accounted for separately from the other 
funds of the Town of Lisbon.  Impact fee revenues and interest earned 
on impact fee revenues may be expended only for capital costs for which 
the impact fees were imposed. 
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4)    REFUND OF IMPACT FEES. 

Impact fees that are imposed and collected by the Town of Lisbon 
pursuant to this Ordinance must be spent or refunded within seven 
years, unless extended by Resolution, from the date the fee is collected, 
pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 66.0617(9)(b). Refunds shall be 
made to the then-current owner of the property with respect to which 
the impact fees were imposed along with any interest that has 
accumulated. 

(5)   PAYMENT. 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 66.0617(6)(g), impact fees 
imposed under this Section shall be payable by the developer or the 
property owner to the Town of Lisbon in full within 14 days of the 
issuance of a building permit or within 14 days of the issuance of an 
occupancy permit by the Town. 

The foregoing payment obligation applies only to such land development 
events that occur within the Town of Lisbon from the effective date of 
this Ordinance until the year 2020.  If for any reason, intentional or 
unintentional, payment is not made when it first becomes due, the Town 
of Lisbon, at its option, may enforce the obligation at the time of any 
succeeding land development event until payment is fully received.  If 
more than one developer participates in a land development project, or 
if different developers participate at different times, the developers shall 
be deemed to have independently apportioned their payment obligation 
among themselves.  The Town of Lisbon shall be entitled to refuse to 
approve a land development event until  payment is made, and shall 
have no obligation to determine which developer is required to pay, even 
if payment from the current  developer would not have been required 
but for the fact that a prior developer did not pay. 

(6)   TRAILS (also reference Addendum B).  

Pedestrian trails shall be required throughout all developments with the 
location and width to be determined by the Plan Commission.  The 
surface of the trails shall be asphalt along or near roadways, and gravel, 
paved, or of a surface otherwise approved by the Plan Commission 
throughout the balance of the development, unless otherwise waived as 
provided herein.  The trails shall be for public use and linked to abutting 
parcels.  The trails shall be maintained by the subdivision association, 
and lot owners will be special assessed if maintenance is required as 
determined by the Town Board.  The trails may also be used for non 
motorized purposes such as bicycling.  Trails through wetland and 
floodplain areas shall be avoided and trails through wooded areas shall 
be allowed, as far as practical, and in all cases, trails through these 
environmentally sensitive areas shall minimize the removal of trees, 
shrubs, and other vegetation, create no overall grade change, and  
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preserve the natural beauty of the area.  Wood chips may be allowed on 
paths through wooded areas if approved by the Plan Commission. 
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SECTION 8.00 REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS AND INSTALLATIONS 

Before the final plat of a subdivision will be approved, the subdivider will provide and dedicate 
all required facilities and improvements which must be installed or constructed with the time 
recommended by the Plan Commission and required by the Town Board, but in no event to 
exceed two years. 

8.01 SURVEY MONUMENTS. The subdivider shall install survey monuments placed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Wisconsin Statutes and as may be required by the 
Town Engineer. 

8.02 GRADING.  After the installation of temporary block corner monuments by the 
subdivider and establishment of street grades by the Town Engineer, the subdivider shall grade 
the full width of the right-of-way of all streets proposed to be dedicated in accordance with 
plans and standard specifications approved by the Town Engineer.  The subdivider shall grade 
the roadbeds in the street rights-of-way to subgrade.  Topsoil, mucky soil, peat and unstable 
material shall be removed below the subgrade of roads and replaced with suitable, sound fill 
materials. 

Cut and filled lands shall be graded to a maximum slope of one to three or the soils angle of 
repose, whichever is the lesser, and covered with permanent vegetation. 

8.03 STREET AND STORM SEWER CONSTRUCTION. The subdivider shall install storm 
sewer, road base, curb and gutter and road surfacing at his/her own expense with a review and 
inspection conducted by the Town Engineer.   

8.04 RURAL STREET SECTIONS.  When permanent rural street sections have been 
approved by the Plan Commission for land divisions, the subdivider shall install roadways 
including finish grade all shoulders and road ditches, install all necessary culverts at intersections 
and, if required, surface ditch inverts to prevent erosion and sedimentation in accordance with 
the Town of Lisbon Standard Street Cross Section (refer to exhibit) and approved construction 
plans.   

8.05 SIDEWALKS.  The Plan Commission may require the subdivider to construct a concrete 
sidewalk on both sides of all arterial and collector streets and may require the construction of 
sidewalks on one or both sides of all other streets.  The Plan Commission may also require the 
subdivider to construct a concrete sidewalk on one side of all frontage streets and on both sides 
of all other through, and/or continuous streets within the subdivision.  The Plan Commission 
may also require the subdivider to construct concrete sidewalks on one or both sides of all dead 
end or cul-de-sac streets which are in excess of 600 feet in length or which serve two-family or 
multiple-family developments.  The construction of all sidewalks shall be in accordance with 
plans and standard specifications approved by the Town Engineer. 

In addition, wider than standard sidewalks may be required by the Plan Commission in the 
vicinity of schools, commercial areas and other places of public assemblage, and the Plan 
Commission may require the construction of sidewalks in locations other than required under the 
preceding provisions of this code, if such walks are necessary in their opinion for safe and 
adequate pedestrian circulation.      

8.06 PUBLIC SANITARY SEWERAGE.  When public sanitary sewerage facilities are 
available to the division or development, the subdivider shall construct sanitary sewerage  
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facilities in such a manner as to make adequate sanitary sewerage service available to each lot 
within the subdivision.  In addition: 

a) The Plan Commission may require the installation of sewer laterals to the street  
  lot line. 

b) The size, type and installation of all sanitary sewers and sanitary sewer laterals  
  proposed to be constructed shall be in accordance with plans and standard  
  specifications approved by the Town Engineer. 

c) The subdivider shall assume the cost of installing all sanitary sewers, sewer  
  laterals and sewer appurtenances within the proposed division or development,  
  as well as extending such sanitary sewers, sewer laterals and sewer   
  appurtenances to the proposed development site, except for the added cost of  
  installing sewers greater than ten (10) inches in diameter which are necessary to 
  serve tributary drainage areas lying outside the proposed division or   
  development. 

8.07 STORM WATER DRAINAGE FACILITIES.  The subdivider shall construct storm water 
drainage facilities, adequate to serve the land division or development which may include curbs 
and gutters, catch basins and inlets, storm sewers, road ditches, open channels, water retention 
or detention structures, outlet structures, culverts, drainage channels, settling basins, and such 
other facilities necessary to provide adequately for surface water drainage and management 
according to the established standards of the Town.  All such facilities shall be of adequate size 
and grade to hydraulically accommodate the maximum potential volumes of flow and shall be so 
designated as to prevent and control soil erosion and sedimentation and to present no hazards 
to life or property.  When culverts are required, corrugated metal or reinforced concrete culverts 
shall be installed prior to acceptance of a street.  Culverts in excess of 18 inches shall be arch 
culverts.  Culverts shall be a minimum of 44 feet long.  Refer to Chapter 3, Streets and 
Highways of the Town Code.  In addition: 

a) Drainage facilities shall, if required, include water retention structures and settling 
basins so as to prevent erosion and sedimentation where such facilities discharge 
into streams or lakes. The design criteria, the size, type, grades and installation of 
all storm water drains and sewers and other cross-section, invert and erosion 
control paving check dams, flumes or other energy dissipating structures and 
seeding and/or sodding of open channels and unpaved road ditches proposed to 
be constructed shall be in accordance with the plans and standard specifications 
approved by the Town Engineer and the Master Grading Plan and Storm Water 
Plan.  The design shall also comply with NR-151, NR-216, the Waukesha County 
Storm Water and Erosion Control Ordinance and the Town of Lisbon’s Storm 
Water Ordinance. 

b) All drainage easements shall be graded in such a manner as to confine water flow 
to easements areas as shown on the plat, and all grading shall be approved by 
the Town Engineer prior to acceptance of the plat. 

c) The subdivider shall assume the cost of installing all storm water, storm sewer,  
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and drainage facilities within the proposed land division or development, except  
  for the added cost of installing storm sewers greater than those which are  
  necessary to serve tributary drainage areas lying outside the proposed land 
  division or development. 

8.08 WATER SUPPLY FACILITIES. When public water supply and distribution facilities are 
available or when it is proposed to establish a private water supply and distribution system to 
serve two (2) or more lots, the subdivider shall cause such water supply and distribution 
facilities to be installed in such a manner as to make adequate water service available to each 
lot. The subdivider shall make provision for adequate private water systems as recommended by 
the Plan Commission and required by the Town Board in accordance with the standards of the 
Wisconsin Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations. In addition: 

a) The Plan Commission may require the installation of water laterals to the street lot 
line. 

b) The size, type and installation of all public water mains proposed to be 
constructed shall be in accordance with plans and standard specifications 
approved by the Town Engineer. 

c) The subdivider shall assume the cost of installing all water mains, water laterals 
and appurtenances within the proposed division or development, except for the 
added cost of installing water mains greater than eight (8) inches in diameter. 

8.09 OTHER UTILITIES. The subdivider shall cause appropriate utilities such as gas, electrical 
power, cable television and telephone facilities to be installed in such a manner as to make 
adequate service available to each lot. No such electrical, cable television or telephone service 
shall be located on overhead poles unless approved by the Plan Commission. In addition, plans 
indicating the proposed location of all gas, electrical power and telephone distribution and 
transmission lines required to service the plat shall be approved by the Town Engineer.  
Transformer junction boxes, meter points, or similar equipment may be installed upon the 
ground surface.  The Plan Commission may require landscape screening for such above ground 
equipment. 

8.10 STREET LAMPS. The Town Board shall require the subdivider to pay for the installation of 
street lamps, if they are required, along all streets proposed to be dedicated of a design 
compatible with the neighborhood and type of development proposed for public safety and 
convenience. Such lamps shall be placed at each major subdivision entrance and connection to a 
town road and at other locations as may be required by the Plan Commission.  All street lamps 
shall be lit with energy efficient bulbs per the specifications of the Town Engineer. 

8.11 STREET SIGNS. The subdivider shall pay the cost of the acquisition and installation of 
required street signs of a design as approved by the Town Engineer at the intersections of all 
streets proposed to be dedicated and other necessary locations.  All new and replacement street 
signs shall be reflective and incorporate north and west directional information in addition to the 
street name and a reference to “Lisbon”. 

8.12 STREET TREES. In all subdivisions, the developer shall plant at least one (1) tree from a  
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list of approved species an average of no more than 60 feet of frontage along all streets 
proposed to be dedicated and outside of the road right-of-way. The tree shall be at least six (6) 
feet in height and two (2) inches in diameter at breast height (dbh) at the time of installation. 
Tree planting shall include a variety of trees and be completed in accordance with plans and 
specifications approved by and at such time as directed by the Plan Commission. The placement 
and selection of street trees should not hamper or interfere with solar access to natural light and 
air for nearby lots. 

8.13 SEDIMENT CONTROL. The subdivider shall plant those grasses, trees and vines, a 
species and size specified by the Plan Commission, necessary to prevent soil erosion and 
sedimentation. In addition: 

a) The Plan Commission may require the subdivider to provide or install certain 
protection and rehabilitation measures, such as fencing, sloping, seeding, riprap, 
revetments, jetties, clearing, dredging, snagging, drop structures, brush mats, 
willow poles and grade stabilization structures. 

b) Tree cutting and shrubbery clearing on water front lots shall not exceed 30 
percent of the lot or tract and shall be conducted as to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation; preserve and improve scenic qualities; and, during foliation, 
substantially screen any development from stream or lake users. 

c) Paths and trails in wooded and wetland areas shall not exceed ten (10) feet in 
width unless otherwise approved by the Plan Commission, and shall be so 
designed and constructed as to result in the least removal and disruption of trees 
and shrubs and the minimum impairment of natural beauty.  Also reference 
Addendum B. 

d) Earth moving, such as grading, topsoil removal, mineral extraction, stream course 
changing, road cutting, waterway construction or enlargement, removal of stream 
or lake bed materials, excavation, channel clearing, ditching, drain tile laying, 
dredging and lagooning shall be so conducted as to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation and to least disturb the natural fauna, flora, watercourse, water 
regimen and topography. (See Sections 9.04 and 9.05 of this Ordinance.) No 
topsoil may be removed from the site without permission of the Plan Commission. 

e) Review of the conduct of such cutting, clearing and moving may be requested by 
the County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors, the State District 
Fish and Game managers and the State District Forester by the Town Engineer, or 
Plan Commission, as they deem appropriate. 

8.14 FIRE PROTECTION WATER TANK REQUIREMENTS. 

a. The Subdivider shall provide emergency water reservoirs for fire protection or, 
where in the opinion of the Plan Commission, the fire protection needs of the  

subdivision can be better met by use of a tanker vehicle, the Subdivider has the 
  option to pay a fee equivalent to the cost of an installed on-site water storage  
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tank(s), per schedule below, to the Town in-lieu-of providing on-site water  
  storage. Any funds received by the Town under the provision of this section shall 
  be used exclusively for the purchase and maintenance of fire engine or water  
  tender vehicles. 

Emergency water reservoirs for fire protection purposes within subdivisions shall 
be provided as follows: 

Subdivisions from: 

 Five to thirty-nine lots    1 - 10,000 gallon reservoir 

Forty to seventy-nine lots   2 – 10,000 gallon reservoirs 

 Eighty to one hundred and twenty lots 3 – 10,000 gallon reservoirs 

 One additional tank for each additional forty lots above one hundred and twenty. 

The location of the tanks shall be specified by the Chief of the Fire Department.  

b) Specifications for the tank and installation shall be as follows: 

 1)       Sand bedding will be used for the base and backfilling around the tank. 

 2) Any steel tank will be tested per UL-58 standard for tank construction 
 using a 5 to 7 psi pressure test for at least 1 hour.  The outside of the tank 
 shall be coated to prohibit corrosion.  A two-part coal extended 
 polyurethane coating, 10 to 15 mil thick, or optional 60 mil fiberglass 
 reinforced polyester  laminate coating, or equivalent coating pre-approved 
 by the fire department are required.   

 3) The drafting/suction pipe height above the finished road surface shall be  
  twenty-four inches to the centerline of the elbow fitting of the six inch  
  pipe. The six inch elbow will have an adaptor from six inch pipe thread to 
  6 inch  male NST (fire thread).  Supplied on the six inch male NST thread  
  will be a six inch by six inch double female swivel adapter with rocker  
  lugs.  A rocker lug plug (male thread cap) with chain will be supplied on 
  the end. 

4) The drafting pipe shall extend to within twelve inches of the bottom of the 
tank.  The length of the draft pipe shall be kept to a minimum after 
meeting the requirements of section (3) above.  The drafting pipe shall be 
six inches in diameter and shall terminate with an elbow to accept the six 
inch adaptor, hydrant fitting, cap, and chain.  

5) A screened five or four inch vent pipe with the opening facing downward 
shall be included in all tanks.  This shall extend a minimum of twenty-four 
inches above the final roadway surface. 
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6) A four inch fill pipe with elbow shall be included on each tank.  This shall  
  extend a minimum of twenty-four inches above the final roadway, as  
  measured at the pipe and include a two-point-five inch Siamese “Y” with  
  caps and chains.   

7) The maximum distance from the road edge to the drafting pipe shall not  
  exceed nine feet, to enable a fire engine, positioned on the finished road  
  surface, to easily reach the draft pipe with one section of the standard  
  hard suction hose.  

 8) All above ground piping shall be primed and painted red for suction, white 
  for vent, and yellow for fill before the tank is approved for service and  
  filled. 

9) A “No Parking” sign shall be installed at the location specified by the Fire 
Department.  The sign and installation shall be at the expense of the 
subdivider. 

 10) Installation shall be made with consideration of the winter temperatures. 
  Steps shall be taken to ensure the piping and water in the tank will not  
  freeze during extended periods of below freezing temperatures. 

 11) Ballast shall be installed with all tanks. 

d) Administrative Procedures 

1) The subdivider or installer of the tank shall notify the Fire Department of 
 completion of the installation for purpose of inspection.  Forty-eight hour 
 notification shall be provided and an inspection fee of $150.00 shall be 
 submitted to the Fire Department to cover the costs of the inspection.  All 
 new or upgraded installations shall require inspection.  Once approved, 
 tanks shall be filled by the Fire Department.  Water tank inspection forms 
 must be obtained from the Town Clerk or the Fire Department.   

2) The subdivider or contractor installing the tank shall post with the Town a 
  letter of credit in the amount of one dollar per gallon of tank size to be  
  held by the Town until the tank has received final Fire Department  
  approval.   

3) Any Fire Department may utilize the water tank for fire protection 
 purposes.  All tanks shall be refilled by the department making use of the 
 water.   Refilling shall be accomplished as soon as possible.   

4) The Fire Department shall inspect the fire tanks in the spring and fall of 
 each year. 

8.15 SUBDIVISION SIGNAGE.  The developer shall install attractive ground/monument 
signage of masonry construction, preferably including stone obtained locally within the Town of 
Lisbon, or other material approved by the Plan Commission.  The signage shall be approved by  
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the Plan Commission and the type, number, area, location, height, and maintenance of the 
signage shall be in accordance with the town’s sign ordinance.  The subdivider shall include a 
reference to “Lisbon” on all subdivision entrance signs.   

8.16  STREETS AND HIGHWAYS.  Streets shall be graded and surfaced according to the 
provisions of this ordinance and Attachment 1 (Chapter 3, Streets and Highways of the Town 
Code) which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
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9.01 COMMENCEMENT. No construction or installation of improvements shall commence in a 
proposed division or development until the Final Plat or Certified Survey Map has been approved 
and the Town Engineer has given written authorization. All fees shall be required as specified in 
Section 10.00 of this Ordinance and a Letter of Credit or cash deposit will be required along with 
all additional fees at Final Plat approval. 

9.02 BUILDING PERMITS. No building, zoning or sanitary permits shall be issued for erection 
of a structure on any lot not of record until all the requirements of this Ordinance have been 
met unless otherwise provided for in the Developer's Agreement. 

9.03 PLANS. The following plans and accompanying construction specifications may be 
required by the Town Engineer before authorization of construction or installation of 
improvements: 

a) Grading plans for the entire division or development and such areas surrounding 
the division or development showing existing and proposed grades at no less than 
a two-foot interval contour. 

b) Street plans and profiles showing existing and proposed grades, elevations and 
cross-sections of required improvements. 

c) Sanitary sewer plans and profiles showing the locations, grades, sizes, elevations 
and materials of required facilities, when located within the existing or proposed 
sanitary sewer service area. 

d) Storm sewer plans and profiles showing the locations, grades, sizes, cross-
sections, elevations and materials of required facilities. 

e) Water main plans and profiles showing the locations, sizes, elevations and 
materials of required facilities, when located within the existing or proposed 
sanitary sewer service area. 

f) Erosion and sedimentation control plans showing those structures required to 
retard the rate of runoff water and those grading and excavating practices that 
will prevent erosion and sedimentation, the time span that soil will be exposed, 
plans to protect existing vegetation (fences, tree wells, etc.) shall be prepared 
and such plans shall generally follow the guidelines and standards set forth in any 
and all ordinances, rules, regulations and publications adopted by separate 
resolution by the Town Board. 

g) Planting plans showing the locations, age, caliber and species of any required 
grasses, vines, shrubs and trees. 

h) Plans for curbs, sidewalks, gutters and street sewers, if required by the Plan 
Commission. 

i) The length and size of all culverts shall be determined by the Town Engineer.  
The minimum culvert size shall be 15 inches in diameter or equivalent. 

j) The subdivider shall pay the cost of the acquisition and installation of required  
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 street signs, culvert posts and guard rails. 

k) All roads shall be surfaced as provided in Attachment 1 to a width of 24 feet and 
to be laid 12 feet on each side of the centerline of such road and as shown on the 
Town standard road cross section (refer to typical ROW section). 

l) The center of the roadbed shall be on the centerline of the land dedicated for 
road purposes. 

The grade of said roadbed shall conform to the approved profiles.  On dead end 
roads, a turn around easement shall be established.  Said dead ends and turn 
around easements shall be constructed and paved in accordance with Attachment 
1 (refer to typical Tee Turnaround Detail). 

m) Alleys. 

1) Residential.  Alleys shall not be approved in residential areas unless 
necessary because of topography or other exceptional circumstances. 

2) Width.  The width of alleys shall not be less than 30 feet. 

3) Dead End.  Dead end alleys are prohibited except under very unusual 
circumstances, and crooked and “T” alleys shall be discouraged.  Where 
dead end alleys are unavoidable, they shall be provided with adequate 
turn around facilities at the dead end. 

n) Additional special plans or information as required. 

9.04 EROSION CONTROL. The subdivider shall cause all grading, excavations, open cuts, side 
slopes and other land surface disturbances to be so top soiled, mulched, seeded, sodded, 
fertilized or otherwise prepared, protected and maintained that erosion, siltation, sedimentation 
and washing are prevented, in accordance with the plans and specifications approved by the 
Town Engineer. In addition: 

a) Sod shall be laid in strips at those intervals necessary to prevent erosion and at 
right angles to the direction of drainage. 

b) Temporary vegetation and mulching shall be used to protect critical areas, and 
permanent vegetation shall be installed as soon as practical. 

c) Construction at any given time shall be confined to the smallest practical area and 
for the shortest practical period of time. 

d) Sediment basins shall be installed and maintained at all drainage ways to trap, 
remove and prevent sediment and debris from being washed outside the area 
being developed. 

e) Construction practices shall follow the guidelines outlined in any and all 
ordinances, rules, regulations and publications adopted by separate resolution by  
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 the Town Board. 

9.05 EXISTING FLORA. The subdivider shall make every effort to protect and retain all 
existing trees – particularly old growth or historic trees, shrubbery, vines and grasses not 
actually lying in public roadways, drainage ways, building foundation sites, private driveways, 
soil absorption waste disposal areas, paths and trails, unless otherwise approved for removal by 
the Plan Commission. Such flora are to be protected and preserved during construction in 
accordance with sound conservation practices, including the preservation of trees by well islands 
or retaining walls whenever abutting grades are altered. The Plan Commission may require 
mapping, as it deems necessary, of the existing flora so as to result in the least removal and 
disruption of trees, shrubs, vines, and grasses and the minimum impairment of natural beauty. 

9.06 INSPECTION. The subdivider, prior to commencing any work within the division or 
development, shall make arrangements with the Town Engineer to provide for adequate 
inspection.  The contractor or developer shall provide 72 hours notice to the Town Engineer 
prior to the inspection and shall perform a proof roll of the roadway subgrade and aggregate 
base course.  Any area found to be yielding shall be undercut and proof rolled until yielding is 
corrected. The contractor or developer shall also provide 48 hours notice prior to placement of 
any asphalt pavement on the site.  

9.07 INSTALLATION OF IMPROVEMENTS. All improvements in divisions or developments 
shall be installed by the subdivider according to the following procedure:  The subdivider shall 
cause all construction plans, specifications and cost estimates to be prepared. The plans shall be 
prepared by a professional engineer registered in Wisconsin. 

a) The Town Engineer shall review or have reviewed the construction plans, 
specifications and cost estimates for conformance with the requirements of the 
Town of Lisbon, and shall approve, reject or conditionally approve in writing the 
proposed construction plans, specifications and cost estimates for conformance 
with the requirements of the Town of Lisbon. 

b) The subdivider shall supply the Town of Lisbon with cash, or an irrevocable letter 
of credit approved by the Town Attorney and the Town Board in the amount of 
estimated cost of improvements and other fees as approved by the Town 
Engineer. The Town Engineer may from time to time raise the amount of the 
estimated costs of said improvements. Within thirty (30) days of written notice of 
said change, the subdivider shall increase the financial guarantee by that amount 
or any other amount acceptable to the Town Board. Reduction of the financial 
guarantee for any purpose shall be made only after written approval of the Town 
Engineer and the Town Board. As the required improvements are installed and 
accepted, the Town Board may authorize reduction of the financial guarantee in 
the amount deemed appropriate. No surety bonds will be accepted as financial 
guarantee. 

c) The subdivider shall supply the Town Board with a list of contractors from whom 
the subdivider proposes to solicit proposals for the installation of the 
improvements. The list shall include prequalification statements from each  
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 proposed contractor. The Town Board shall have the right to review said  
 information and discuss it with the subdivider. 

d) The subdivider shall enter into a contract with those contractors it may wish after 
submitting the information required in paragraph (C) above in a form satisfactory 
to the Town Engineer and after discussion of said information with the Town 
Board. 

e) The developer may be required to make and pay for any road improvements 
needed to abutting roads or any damage to existing roads resulting from the 
proposed development or any damage caused by new road installation for 
proposed development as determined by the Plan Commission. 

9.08 STREET AND STORM SEWER INSTALLATION. Streets and storm sewers shall be 
installed as provided in Section 8.03 of this Ordinance. 

9.09 FINAL INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE. Prior to the request for final inspection for 
acceptance by the Town, the subdivider shall provide the Town Engineer with a written 
certification from the subdivider's engineer or surveyor to the effect that the roads and all other 
improvements and facilities conform to all town specifications, plans, profile maps and grades 
previously filed and approved. Final inspection and approval of completed roads will not be given 
until a minimum of seven days after the surface course has been applied and inspected. Final 
acceptance of the roads will be made only between March 1st and November 1st of any year.  

The Town Engineer shall inspect and approve all completed roads and other improvements and 
facilities prior to approval of the Final Plat or release of the financial guarantee. 
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SECTION 10.00 FEES 

10.01 GENERAL. The subdivider shall pay the Town of Lisbon all fees as hereinafter required and 
at the times specified. 

10.02 PRELIMINARY PLAT REVIEW FEE. The subdivider shall pay a $250.00 fee for the 
submittal of a Preliminary Plat, replat or Certified Survey Map to the Town Clerk at the time of first 
submittal of any Preliminary Plat, replat or Certified Survey Maps to assist in defraying the cost of 
review by the Plan Commission and Town Board. A resubmittal fee of $250.00 shall be paid to the 
Town Clerk at the time of resubmittal of any Preliminary Plat, replat or Certified Survey Map which 
has previously been reviewed. 

10.03 FINAL PLAT REVIEW FEE. The subdivider shall pay a $150.00 fee for the submittal of a 
Final Plat to the Town Clerk at the time of first submittal of any Final Plat to assist in defraying the 
cost of review by the Plan Commission and Town Board. A resubmittal fee of $150.00 shall be paid 
to the Town Clerk at the time of a resubmittal of any Final Plat which has previously been reviewed. 

10.04 IMPACT FEE. If the Plat or Certified Survey Map does not contain lands to be dedicated, as 
required by Sections 2.03 and 7.09, the Town Board shall require a fee for the acquisition and 
development of public sites to serve the future owners of the proposed land division and/or 
development. Said fee shall be paid to the Town Clerk at the time of the approval of the land 
division and/or development in the amount as outlined in Section 7.09. Public site fees shall be 
placed in a separate nonlapsing special fund by the Town Clerk to be used only for the acquisition 
and development of public sites. 

10.05 ENGINEERING FEE. The subdivider shall pay a fee equal to the actual cost to the Town of 
Lisbon in connection with a Plat, replat, Certified Survey Map or development including but not 
limited to all costs incurred by the Town of Lisbon for review of plans and documents, inspections, 
field surveys, etc., within thirty (30) days of notice of the same, prior to being entitled to recording 
of a Plat, replat or Certified Survey Map or acceptance of any improvement or final approval of a 
development, whichever is earliest. 

10.06 ADMINISTRATIVE FEE. The subdivider shall pay a fee equal to the actual cost of any 
legal, planning, administrative or fiscal work which may be undertaken by the Town of Lisbon in 
connection with the Plat, replat, Certified Survey Map or development. In the event any special 
meetings are called, either by the Town Board or the Plan Commission, for the benefit of the Plat, 
replat, Certified Survey Map or development, the subdivider may be required to pay to the Town of 
Lisbon all expenses for such a special meeting, including any extra salaries paid to Town Officials. 
All such fees shall be paid by the subdivider within thirty (30) days of notice of the same. 

10.07 STREET LAMP AND STREET SIGN COSTS. The subdivider shall pay the actual cost of 
acquiring and installing street lamps and street signs pursuant to the policy set forth in Sections 
8.10 and 8.11 of this Ordinance within thirty (30) days of notice of the same. 

10.08 DRAINAGE EASEMENT FEES. To address future easement maintenance, the subdivider or 
owner shall pay a drainage easement fee prior to the Final Plat or Certified Survey Map being 
approved as follows: 

$1.00 per linear foot of length for easements up to 20 feet wide. 

$0.05 per square foot for easements over 20 feet wide and irregular shaped areas. 
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SECTION 11.00 DEFINITIONS 

11.01 GENERAL DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following definitions 
shall be used. Words used in the present tense include the future; the singular number includes 
the plural number; and the plural number includes the singular number. The word "person" 
includes associations, co partnerships or corporations. The word "shall" is mandatory and not 
directory. The word "may" is permissive. All terms used which are defined in Chapter 236 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes shall have the same meaning as ascribed thereto in the chapter, and as the 
chapter may hereafter be amended, unless otherwise defined in this Ordinance or unless the 
context and subject matter clearly indicates otherwise. 

11.02 SPECIFIC WORDS AND PHRASES. 

ALLEY    A special public way affording only secondary access to abutting properties. 

APPROVING AUTHORITY     Any municipal, county, or state agency authorized to approve or 
disapprove of plats within the Town as provided in Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

ARTERIAL STREETS    A street used, or intended to be used primarily for fast or heavy 
through traffic. Arterial streets shall include freeways and expressways, as well as standard 
arterial streets, major streets, highways and parkways. 

ASSESSOR'S PLAT     Plats developed under Section 70.27, Wisconsin Statutes. 

BLOCK   A tract of land bounded by streets, or a combination of streets, public parks, 
cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, shorelines or navigable waters and municipal boundaries. 

BUILDING LINE    A line parallel to a lot line and at a distance from the lot line to comply with 
the terms of this Ordinance and the Zoning Ordinance. A building line may also be referred to as 
a setback line, street yard line, side yard line, a rear yard line or an offset line. 

CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP     Any division of land other than a subdivision, as defined in this 
ordinance, which results in at least one but not more than four lots or outlots five acres or less 
in area.  

COLLECTOR STREET     A street used, or intended to be used, to carry traffic from minor 
streets to the major system of arterial streets and highways including the principal entrance 
streets to residential developments and streets for circulation within such a development. 

COMMUNITY    A town, municipality or a group of adjacent towns and/or municipalities having 
common social, economic or physical interests. 

COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN    An extensively developed plan, adopted by the 
Town of Lisbon pursuant to Section 66.1001 of the Wisconsin Statutes, including detailed 
neighborhood plans, proposals for future land use, transportation, urban redevelopment and 
public facilities. Devices for the implementation of these plans, such as zoning, official map, land 
division and building ordinances, and capital improvement programs shall also be considered a 
part of the comprehensive development plan. 

CONDOMINIUM PLAT   Any development proposal presented to the Municipality designed 
under Chapter 703, Wisconsin Statutes.  A condominium is a legal form of ownership of real 
estate and not a specific building type of style. 
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COUNTY    Waukesha County, Wisconsin. 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND LAND USE    Waukesha County Department of 
Parks and Land Use. 

CUL-DE-SAC     Any street with one end closed either permanently or temporarily with a 
turnaround provided for vehicles. 

DEVELOPMENT (URBAN)  Residential, commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional 
development in sufficient concentrations or densities to require consideration, whether available 
or not, of a variety and level of traditional urban services and facilities including, but not limited 
to: Full, part-time or contracted municipal police and fire protection, additional public streets and 
highways; neighborhood parks and playgrounds; sanitary sewer facilities, water supply facilities 
and solid waste removal; storm sewers; continual street maintenance; curbs, gutters and 
sidewalks; and street lighting. Such development may be expected to alter or require the 
altering of land and land cover and have detrimental impact on the ground and surface waters. 
Urban development is deemed to occur when residential development is concentrated in 
densities in excess of one dwelling unit per five acres. 

DEVELOPMENT (RURAL)   Agricultural, residential, recreational and other open space 
development at such concentrations and densities not requiring traditional urban services and 
facilities. Such rural development may be expected to result in minimum disturbance of the land 
and land cover and, therefore, less impact on the natural environment. Rural development is 
deemed to occur when residential development is concentrated in densities not in excess of one 
dwelling unit per five acres. 

DRAINAGE EASEMENT   Any area lying outside of a public street right-of-way which through 
design may require construction for the channeling, swaling, restricting or controlling of the 
movement, disbursement or collection of surface water. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS   Environmental corridors (primary and secondary) are the 
composite of the best individual elements of the natural resource base including surface water, 
lakes, streams, and rivers and their associated floodlands and shorelands; woodlands, prairies, 
wetlands and wildlife habitat; areas of ground water discharge and recharge; wet/poorly 
drained/organic soils, rugged terrain and high relief topography where slopes exceed 12%; and 
significant geological formations and physiographic features.  A description of the process the 
defining and delineation of Environmental Corridors is set forth in the Southeastern Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission's Technical Record, Volume 4, No. 2 and is incorporated herein 
by reference.  Such areas are usually delineated on adopted land use plans, comprehensive 
plans, or park and open space plans produced for use by the Town of Lisbon in order to 
preserve these natural open spaces. 

FINAL PLAT   A map of a subdivision which has been accurately surveyed, clearly and definitely 
showing the streets, alleys, blocks, lots and other divisions thereof, in such manner that the 
same can be clearly and distinctly identified. 

FLOODLANDS   Those lands, including the floodplains, floodways and channels, subject to 
inundation by the 100-year recurrence interval flood or, where such data is not available, the  
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maximum flood of record. 

FRONTAGE STREET OR MARGINAL ACCESS STREET    A minor street auxiliary to and 
located parallel to and adjacent to an arterial street or highway for control of access and for 
service to the abutting development and protection from through traffic. 

GOVERNING BODY    The Town Board of Supervisors. 

HIGH WATER ELEVATION (SURFACE WATER)   The average annual high water level of a 
pond, stream, lake flowage or wetland referred to on an established datum plane or, where such 
elevation is not available, the elevation of the line up to which the presence of the water is so 
frequent as to leave a distinct mark by erosion, change in, or destruction of, vegetation or other 
easily recognized topographic, geologic or vegetative characteristic. 

HIGH GROUNDWATER ELEVATION    The highest elevation to which subsurface water rises. 
This may be evidenced by the actual presence of water during wet periods of the year, or by soil 
mottling during drier periods. "Mottling" is a mixture or variation of soil colors. In soils with 
restricted internal drainage, gray, yellow, red and brown colors are intermingled giving a 
multicolored effect. 

IMPROVEMENT    Any modification to the land which could ultimately result in streets, or 
affects a drainageway, floodplain or wetlands or systems intended to be dedicated to the Town. 

ISOLATED NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS (INRAs)     INRAs occupy an area of at least 5 
acres. 

LETTER OF CREDIT    An irrevocable letter from a chartered federal or state lending institution 
addressed to the Town, guaranteeing to the town payment of legal money if certain conditions 
required by the Town are not met. 

LOT    A parcel of land of at least sufficient size to meet minimum zoning requirements for use, 
width and area as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance. 

LOT, BUTT     A lot with the rear lot line abutting the side lot line of another lot platted in the 
same block and not separated by an alley or other space. 

LOT, CORNER    A lot abutting two (2) or more streets at their intersection provided that the 
corner of such intersection shall have an angle of 135 degrees or less, measured on the lot side. 

LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE    A lot, other than a corner lot, with frontage on more than one 
street. Double frontage lots shall normally be deemed to have two (2) front yards and two (2) 
side yards and no rear yard. Double frontage lots shall not generally be permitted unless the lot 
abuts an arterial highway. Double frontage lots abutting arterial highways are often used to 
restrict direct access to an arterial highway by means of a planting buffer or some other 
acceptable access buffering measure. 

LOT WIDTH, MINIMUM AVERAGE    The mean horizontal distance measured between side 
lot lines, perpendicular to the lot depth and at a point in relation to the depth where the product 
of the two would produce the minimum required lot area. 
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MINOR STREET   A street used, or intended to be used, primarily for access to abutting 
properties. 

MINOR LAND DIVISION     Any division of land not defined as a subdivision, condominium 
plat, assessor's plat or replat and subject to the provisions of this ordinance.  Remnant parcels 
shall be included in a minor land division. 

MOTTLING    A soil color pattern consisting of areas of different color or shades of color 
interspersed with the dominant soil color which results from prolonged saturation of the soil.  
The presence of soil mottling is a strong indicator of a “seasonal” or “perched” water table (the 
water table’s highest level reached during wet periods of the year) which is often an indication 
of poor drainage. 

MUNICIPALITY    The town, village or city adopting this Ordinance. 

NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS    Standards governing the horizontal and vertical 
accuracy of topographic maps and specifying the means for testing and determining such 
accuracy, endorsed by all federal agencies having surveying and mapping functions and 
responsibilities.  These standards have been fully reproduced in Appendix D of SEWRPC 
Technical Report No. 7, Horizontal and Vertical Survey Control in Southeastern Wisconsin and 
any additions, corrections or modifications thereto. 

NATURAL DRAINAGE EASEMENT    Any area lying outside of the public street right-of-way 
which in its natural undisturbed state, channels, swales, restricts or controls the movement, 
disbursement or collection of surface water. A natural drainage area is essentially an area which 
utilizes the natural contours and once established will, if allowed to remain undisturbed, require 
little or no upkeep. 

NAVIGABLE STREAM    Any watercourse so delineated by the Department of Natural 
Resources or meeting the standards for the same as set by the Department of Natural 
Resources. 

NON EARTH MATERIALS     Any matter that is not a raw material that occurs naturally on 
earth such as soil, rocks, minerals, etc. 

OFFICIAL MAP    The map indicating the location and size of existing and proposed streets, 
highways, pathways, parks and playgrounds as adopted and amended by the Town. 

ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK (OHWM), HIGH WATER ELEVATION    The point on 
the bank or shore up to which the presence and action of surface water is so continuous as to 
leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, 
predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic.  Where the bank 
or shore at any particular place is of such character that it is difficult or impossible to ascertain 
where the point of ordinary high water mark is, recourse may be had to the opposite bank of a 
stream or to other places on the shore of a lake or flowage to determine whether a given stage 
of water is above or below the ordinary high water mark. 

OUTLOT     A parcel of land, other than a lot or block, so designated on the plat, but not of  
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standard lot size, which can be either redivided into lots or combined with one or more other 
adjacent outlots or lots in adjacent subdivisions or minor land divisions in the future for the 
purpose of creating buildable lots. No outlot shall be permitted unless the ultimate disposition is 
delineated in advance, documented in the records and approved by the Town. 

OWNER    The record title owner or owners of the subject property or properties or his or her 
authorized designee, the developer of the property, the subdivider of the property, or anyone 
having control over the property. 

PARENT PARCEL    The parcel of land that is proposed to be the subject of a development 
proposal. 

PLAN COMMISSION   The Town Plan Commission officially established under Section 62.23 of 
the Wisconsin State Statutes. 

PLAT     A map of a subdivision or condominium development. 

PRELIMINARY PLAT    A map showing the salient features of a proposed subdivision 
submitted to an approving authority for purposes of preliminary consideration. 

PRIMARY ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS (PECs)     PECs occupy an area of at least 
400 acres and have a minimum length of two miles and a minimum width of 200 feet.   

PUBLIC WAY    Any public road, street, highway, walkway, drainageway or part thereof. 

RECORDING A PLAT    The filing of the original of a Final Plat with the Register of Deeds for 
recordation. 

REPLAT    The process of changing, or the map or plat which changes, the boundaries of a 
recorded subdivision plat, Certified Survey Map, or part thereof. The division of a large block, 
redivision of a lot or outlot without changing the exterior boundaries of said block, lot or outlot is 
not a replat. 

REGISTER OF DEEDS    The Register of Deeds for Waukesha County. 

REMNANT   Any land contiguous to but not included in the proposed division or 
development under the control of the owner unless required by the definition of a Certified 
Survey Map or Subdivision in this ordinance. 

SECONDARY ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS (SECs)     SECs occupy an area of at 
least 100 acres and have a minimum length of one mile. 

SOIL MAPPING UNIT    Soil type, slope and erosion factor boundaries as shown on the 
operational soil survey maps prepared by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. 

SPITE STRIP     Any land which would prohibit or interfere with the orderly extension of 
streets, roads, pedestrian ways, sanitary sewer, water mains, storm water facilities or other 
utilities or other improvements between two abutting properties. 

STREET    An improvement or area which serves as vehicular and pedestrian access or right of  
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                                SECTION 11.02 

 

way to abutting lands or to other streets other than an alley. 

SUBDIVIDER  Any person, partnership, association, individual, firm, trust, or corporation, or 
any agent thereof, dividing or proposing to divide land resulting in a subdivision, minor land 
division, condominium plat or replat or proposing to develop land pursuant to this ordinance. 

SUBDIVISION   A division of a lot, parcel or tract of land by the owner thereof or the 
owner’s agent or subdivider for the purpose of sale or of building development, where: 

A. The act of division creates five (5) or more parcels or building sites, inclusive 
 of the  original remnant parcel, of one and one-half (1 ½) acres each or less 
 in area, or 

B. The act of division creates five (5) or more parcels or building sites, inclusive 
  of the  original remnant parcel of one and one-half (1 ½) acres each or less 
  in area, by successive divisions of any part of the original property by any 
  person within a period of  five (5) years, or 

C. The act of division creates six (6) or more parcels or building sites for residential 
  development inclusive of the original remnant parcel of any size by successive 
  divisions of any part of the original property by any person within a period of five 
  (5) years. 

WAIVER    The act of the Town Plan Commission or Town Board of formally dispensing of any 
regulation in this ordinance.   

WETLANDS    An area where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to be 
capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which has soils indicative of wet 
conditions. 

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE    The rules of administrative agencies having rule-
making authority in Wisconsin, published in a loose-leaf, continual revision system as directed 
by Section 35.93 and Chapter 227, Wisconsin Statutes, including subsequent amendments to 
those rules. 



  

 

         
         52 
              2010   
                 

 

SECTION 12.00 ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

12.01 PLAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION. The Plan Commission recommended the 
adoption of this Land Division and Development Ordinance at a meeting held on October 7, 2010. 

12.02 PUBLIC HEARING. The Town Board held a public hearing on this proposed Land Division and 
Development Ordinance on October 7, 2010. 

12.03 TOWN BOARD APPROVAL. The Town Board concurred with the recommendations of the Plan 
Commission and proceeded to adopt the Land Division and Development Ordinance. 

12.04 EFFECTIVE DATE. This Land Division and Development Ordinance shall be in full force and 
effect from and after its passage and publication, as provided by law. 

THIS ORDINANCE PASSED and adopted on October 21, 2010. 

 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LISBON 

WAUKESHA COUNTY WISCONSIN 

 

__________________________________________ 

Matthew Gehrke, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original Subdivision Control Ordinance adopted on May 20, 1960. 
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Name        Submittal Date       

Review Date       

Location  LISBON   Reviewer       

       Plan Commission Meeting Date____________   

 

TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

Development Identification Preliminary Plat 
(P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 

Certified Survey 
Map 

Development Title (to include “Lisbon” or heritage)    

Property Location ( ¼ section, section, township, range, 
county) 

   

Location of map showing section or a government 
subdivision of section in which subdivision lies, oriented 
the same as main drawing 

   

Name and address of owner and subdivider    

Surveyor’s certificate signed, sealed and dated with same 
revision date on all pages 

   

Sheet numbers (total number of sheets notation)    

Project Engineer/Surveyor, name, address & phone #     

Signature Certificates    

MAPPING FEATURES 
 
North arrow and graphic scale 

   

100 year Floodplain limits (elevation and contour) as made 
available by FEMA and SEWRPC, and a line 2’ above 100 
year floodplain 

   

Topographic contours (existing and proposed) not to 
exceed 2’ interval if available, if not available 5’ interval 
(1929 datum) 

   

Soil types    

Ordinary high water mark on any navigable water body, 
and a line 75’ setback from OHWM 

   

Wetlands, (P – identify source of delineation; F – field 
delineation) lakes, streams, watercourses, channels, 
drainage ditches on or adjacent to the site 

   

Delineated County shoreland jurisdiction    

Designated primary and secondary environmental corridors 
and isolated natural areas, (P – identify source of 
delineation; F – field delineation), woodland features (P) 
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Bearings and length of exterior boundaries    

Right-of-way and street locations, name, width, bearing 
(F), elevation, grades and existing access drives (P), 
including existing and proposed street extensions from 
adjacent parcels 

   

Note:  shaded areas – not applicable 
 

TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

Mapping  Features  (continued) Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 

Certified Survey 
Map 

Structures existing on-site and within 50 feet on 
adjoining property and use of structures to be retained 

   

Existing easements, proposed easements (F) – type 
and dimensions, pre-planned building sites and other 
improvements and any preplanned waste disposal 
systems, when limited by existing physical features 

   

Vision corners and vision corner easements    

Lot numbers and dimensions (including outlots)    

Curve information on curve or in a table, street radii, and 
length of tangents 

   

Public dedication parcels and right-of-way dedications    

Location of soil borings with numerical cross-reference to 
data (frequency, location and depth need to be determined) 
– one test for each lot 

   

Building or setback lines from wetlands, floodplains, and 
state highways (when required by Trans 233) 

   

Historic or cultural features (i.e., Indian burial mounds) 
as per State Historical Society of WI Division of Historian 
Preservation Archeological Site Inventory 

   

Foundation limitations due to high groundwater, bedrock  
or stormwater management facilities 

   

Survey monumentation or other attributes as required by 
Section 236 Wisconsin Statutes (two are required) 

   

Landfill, manure or other waste storage facility locations on 
site & consistent w/existing Admin Rules (Registry of 
Waste Disposal Sites of Wisconsin) 

   

Wells (onsite and within 100’ of septic or stormwater 
facilities or as required by DNR Well Code)  

   

Drain tile location disclosure/function - note on plat if 
known 

   

Stormwater management facilities    

Access easements, limitations, restrictions to adjacent roads 
and access for stormwater facilities and open space 
maintenance 

   

Designation of source documents for mapping features    

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION 
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Letter of credit or other financial guarantee (verification 
from local municipality)* 

   

Erosion & sediment control measures (site stabilization)    

Covenants & (deed) restrictions (if required by other 
actions) 

   

Note:  shaded areas – not applicable 
*applicable only if there are public improvements 
 
 

 
Accompanying Documentation  

(continued) 
Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Soil boring and testing data, or sewer service 
availability letter    

Stormwater management and practice design computations    

Stormwater facility & open space maintenance agreement 
w/schedule and responsibility identified 

   

Stormwater system as-built engineering certification (after 
construction) 

   

County or state road access permit    

Outlot ownership    

Sediment control practice delineations – separate maps    

Watershed delineations (before and after development – 
separate maps) 

   

Developer agreements*    

Other regulatory permits    

Approved Construction Plans*    
Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Permit*, 
compliance with SWMEC Ordinance 

   
*applicable only if there are public improvements 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DOCUMENT CONSISTENCY 

Town of Lisbon Comprehensive Development Plan    

Consistency w/ the Waukesha County Comprehensive 
Development Plan 

   

Street and Highway Width Map    

Jurisdictional Highway Systems Plan    

Compliance with Park and Open Space Plans    

Town of Lisbon’s Official Map     

Local, and County shoreland zoning    

Compliance w/Stormwater Management System Plans or 
Water Quality Management Plans, NR151, NR216 

   

Compliance with the Waukesha County Subdivision Control 
Ordinance and the Shoreland/Floodland Protection (zoning) 
Ordinance 

   



  

 

         
         56 
              2010   
                 

Compliance with County Regulation of Private Sewage 
Systems Ordinance 

   

Compliance with applicable building codes    

Compliance w/Chapter 3 Streets and Highways (Attachment 
1) 

   

Compliance w/Design Standards (Addendum A)    

Compliance w/Trail Standards and Public Facility Needs 
Assessment (Addendums B and C) 

   

Compliance w/Chapters 236 & 80, Rules of WDNR    

Note:  shaded areas – not applicable 
 

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

 
 

Access and Street Design Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Access limitations (local roads)    

Compliance with County Highway Ordinance (Chapter 24, 
Article III – Waukesha County Code of Ordinances) 

   

Access to lots, outlots, floodplains and wetlands    

DOT 233 approval    

County highway access permit    

Spite strips    

Conflicts with drainage patterns     

Existing tree growth    

Existing use conforms to zoning ordinance    

Cul-de-sac length    

Right-of-way width    

Street extensions – temporary cul-de-sacs    

Vision corners and vision corner easements    

Street name conflicts    

Streets follow natural terrain    

Separation of intersections    

 
 

Layout 
Design and Lot Configuration    

Double or triple frontage lots    

Depth to width ratio compliance    

Flag lots    

Lots served by ingress-egress easements    
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Road frontage requirements    

Lot line angles    

 
Outlots 

Ownership    

Use of outlots    

Public access to water bodies 
(every 1/2 mile – 60 ft. wide) 

   

Note:  shaded areas – not applicable 
 

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 
 

 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 

 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Pre-filing conference    

County as forwarding agency    

Proper preliminary plat and CSM submittals to town    

Phase development    

Verify public sewer or on site waste disposal system    

Review soil conditions for high groundwater, bedrock, etc.    

Soil Tests/Borings    

State/County highway approvals    

Topographical information    

Existing structures, fence lines, creeks, ditches, marshes, 
wooded areas, culverts, etc. 

   

Type, location, widths, grades, elevation, and names of all 
existing and platted streets, centerlines, alleys, other public 
right-of-ways and easements, railroad and utility right-of-
ways.  Also locate and name any parks, cemeteries, 
watercourses, drainage ditches, permanent buildings, 
bridges, etc. (1929 datum) 

   

Payment of all applicable fees, costs & assessments    

Dedications with any conditions or payment in lieu of     

Location and names of adjacent subdivisions and the owners 
of adjoining parcels of unplatted lands 

   

Zoning on and adjacent to the proposed land division    

Ordinary high water mark and meander line of any adjoining 
water courses, streams, rivers, and estimated high and low 
water elevations of the same (1929 datum) 
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Indicate lot dimensions & area of each lot which shall 
conform w/the requirements of the zoning ordinance, width 
shall be no less than 60’ at base setback line 

   

Proposed building lines    

Landscape screening for above ground utility equipment    

Street lights    

Submittal of and conformance with road profiles    

Proposed culverts    

Compliance with road surfacing requirements    

Compliance with standard Town road cross section    

Dead end turnarounds    

Grading plans    

 
 

TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 
(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 

 
 

SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Arrangement, width, grade and location of all proposed 
streets conform with the street and highway widths 
established by ordinance 

   

Marginal access streets, rear service alleys, access 
limitations 

   

Compliance with minimum sight distance    

Cul-de-sac length (500’ maximum)    

Reserve strips are prohibited    

Half streets    

Right angle intersections of two streets    

Rounded property lines at intersections    

Street jogs    

Service access in commercial and industrial districts for off 
street loading and parking 

   

Alleys – minimum of 30 feet in width    

Utility Easements    

Stormwater easement or drainage easement for water 
courses, drainage ways, channels, or streams 

   

Crosswalks    

Required setback and offset lines    

Lot depth should not exceed 2 ½ times the width, nor be less 
than 150 feet 
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Corner lots should meet setbacks from all roads    

All lots front or abut on a public street    

Lots at right angles to one another should be avoided    

Side lot lines shall be at right angles or radial to street lines    

Future redivision of large lots/oversize lots    

Lots shall follow municipal boundary lines    

Double frontage and reversed frontage lots shall be 
avoided 

   

Village of Richfield Extra-Territorial Zoning approval    

Village of Sussex Extra-Territorial Zoning approval    

Village of Merton Extra-Territorial Zoning approval    

Submittal of an overall development plan    

 
 

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 
 
 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Developer’s Agreement for installation of improvements, etc.    

Dedications/Reservations (streets, public areas, etc.)    

Existing ground surface elevations, proposed and established 
street grades 

   

Municipal Engineer approvals    

Monumentation requirements    

Unsuitable lands – flooding, inadequate drainage, adverse soil 
or rock formation, unfavorable topography, severe erosion 
potential, inadequate sewage disposal facilities, etc. 

   

50% of lot in zoning district building site is in    

50% of lot 2 feet above 100 year floodplain, or 5 feet above 
the minimum flood of record 

   

Nonearth materials – 20 years – no septic systems    

Earth materials – 7 years – no septic systems    

12% slope or greater shall be in permanent open space use    

No more than 50% of lot shall have slopes of 10% or greater     

Bedrock within 6 feet of surface – no septic systems     

Groundwater within 6 feet of the surface  - no septic systems    

Drain tile or ditches – no septic systems    

No spite strips allowed    
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Include remnants less than 20 acres    

Include remnants greater than 20 acres and prove it can 
support a septic system 

   

Protective covenants    

No development in wetlands, 75’ setback from wetlands    

Fees and Special Assessments    

Contiguous area owned shown on plat    

Corner reference    

Total acreage    

Existing and proposed 2 foot contours for slopes less than 
10%, & 5 foot contours for slopes more than 10%  

   

Existing, high and low water elevations    

100 year floodplain, and 2 feet above 100 year floodplain or 5 
feet above the maximum flood of record where data is 
unavailable  

   

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 
 
 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Location, right of way width and names of all existing and 
platted streets, alleys or other public ways, easements, parks, 
cemeteries, railroad and utility rights of way and all section 
and quarter section lines within or adjacent to the plat 

   

Type, width and elevation of existing street pavements, and 
established centerline elevations within or adjacent to the plat 
(1929 datum) 

   

Location and names of any adjacent subdivisions, parks and 
cemeteries, and the owners of abutting unplatted lands 

   

Location, size and invert elevation of existing sanitary or 
storm sewers, culverts, drain pipes, the location of manholes, 
catch basins, hydrants, power and telephone poles, and the 
location and size of existing water and gas mains within or 
adjacent to the plat; or the nearest sewers or water mains 
which might be extended to serve such lands shall be 
indicated as to their direction and distance from the nearest 
plat boundary and their size and invert elevation shall be 
noted 

   

Locations of existing property boundary lines, structures, 
drives, streams and watercourses, marshes, rock outcrops, 
wooded areas, railroad tracks, drainage easements, natural 
drainage areas, landfills and other similar significant natural 
or man-made features within or adjacent to the plat 

   

Location, width and names of all proposed streets and public 
rights of way such as alleys and easements 
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Dimensions, square footage, acreage, length, width and 
bearing of lots and blocks, and the proposed lot and block 
numbers, including outlots 

   

Location, dimensions, and size of sites to be dedicated for 
parks, playgrounds, drainage ways, or other public use  

   

Proposed lake or stream access with a small drawing 
indicating the location of the proposed subdivision in relation 
to the access.  Minimum public access is 60 feet every ½ 
mile. 

   

Proposed lake or stream improvement or relocation    

Radii of all curves and tangent lengths    

Existing zoning on and adjacent to the proposed subdivision    

Location of soil boring tests, where required, to a depth of 6 
feet, unless bedrock is at a lesser depth to portray bedrock and 
groundwater conditions as they relate to septic systems, etc.  
One test is required per lot, and the results shall be submitted 
with the plat. 

   

Soil type, slope & boundaries as shown on SCS maps    

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 
 
 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Mound system information shown on plat    

Street plans and profiles showing the existing ground surface, 
proposed and established street grades, elevations and cross-
sections; storm sewer plans and profiles showing the location, 
grades, sizes, cross sections, elevations and materials of the 
facilities including, where applicable, extensions  (1929 
datum) 

   

Borings and soundings     

Septic code compliance    

Soil  erosion  and sedimentation control plans and specs    

Affidavits/certificates    

Length and bearing of the centerline of all streets    

Street width along the line of any obliquely intersecting street    

Railroad rights of way within and adjacent to the plat    

Setbacks or building lines    

Utility, drainage, and stormwater easements    

Lands reserved for future public acquisition or reserved for 
the common use of property owners within the plat 

   

Restrictions relating to access control along public ways, 
delineation of floodland limits, or to the provision of planting 
strips 
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Show meander lines at least 20’ back from OHWM and 
include as part of the lot 

   

Preplanned septic systems and driveways    

Joint wells, easements and agreements    

Deed restrictions    

Closure of survey    

Surveying and monumenting requirements    

Surveyor’s, owner’s and mortgagee’s certificates    

House numbers    

Existing buildings, watercourses, drainage ditches, etc.    

Access to public streets    

Street extensions    

Controlled access - access limitations, reverse frontage, 
screen plantings, nonaccess reservation, frontage streets 

   

Reserve strips are prohibited    

Note:  shaded areas – not applicable 
 

TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 
(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 

 

 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Street names    

Lots within or adjacent to the ROW of a limited access 
highway or railroad shall provide a restricted planting strip 
30’ in depth, have extra depth for separation purposes, 
parallel streets no more than 150’ from the ROW’s and shall 
intersect streets which cross said ROW’s a minimum of 250’ 
from said ROW’s  

   

Cross sections for freeways, expressways and parkways    

Cul-du-sac’s shall not exceed 500 feet in length with a 
minimum radius of 60’.  Temporary cul-du-sac’s may have a 
33’ in width and 33’ in length “T” intersection. 

   

Roads through floodplain areas     

Bridge and culvert design    

Street grades    

Boulevard entrances with landscaping and signage per 
ordinance 

   

Street design – right angle intersections, two streets per 
intersection, 1,200 feet between intersections along major 
streets and should be limited 

   

Treatment of property lines at intersections    
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Jogs of minor streets are prohibited within 300 feet of one 
another where they cross arterial or collector streets 

   

Fire protection water tank requirements    

Utility easements – municipal utility easements shall be 
dedicated 

   

Lot design – right angles or radial, follow municipal 
boundary lines, nonsewered lots shall not be less than 150 
feet in width, lot depth should not exceed 2 ½ times the 
width, lots shall be no less than 60 feet in width at the 
building setback line. 

   

Double frontage and reverse frontage lots shall be avoided    

Access on a public street    

Impact fees    

Meander areas are included in the lot size    

Oversize lots    

Sidewalks, crosswalks    

Sanitary sewers and sewer laterals    

Storm water drainage facilities    

Public water supply facilities    

 
 

 
TOWN OF LISBON LAND DIVISION REVIEW CHECKLIST 

(SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE) 
 
 
SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM TOWN ORDINANCE 
 

Preliminary 
Plat (P) 

Final 
Plat (F) 
 

Certified 
Survey Map 

Street lamps    

Street signs per ordinance    

Street trees per ordinance    

Sediment and erosion control, tree removal/retention, earth 
moving 

   

Trails    

Grading plans    

Street plans and profiles    

Sanitary sewer plans and profiles showing the locations, 
grades, sizes, cross-sections, elevations and materials of the 
facilities 

   

Utilities shall be underground    

Storm sewer plans and profiles    

Water main plans and profiles showing the locations, sizes, 
elevations and materials of the facilities 

   

Erosion and sedimentation control plans    
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Planting plans    

Plans for curbs, sidewalks, gutters and street sewers, if 
required 

   

Shoulders, ditches, culverts    

Construction and additional plans as required    

Protection/preservation of existing flora    

Improvement certification    

In a tabular format, show acreage of development, average lot 
size, zoning requirements, length of new roads, density 
calculations, areas to be used for open space and storm water 
management, and areas set aside for public use 

   

Submittal of all engineering plans and documentation for any 
required public improvements as required by the Town 
Engineer 

   

 
N:\PRKANDLU\Planning and Zoning\Community Assistance\T LISBON\Town Land Division and Development Subdivison Control Ordinance\New    
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CONDO  PLAT  REVIEW  CHECKLIST  FROM  STATE  STATUTES  AND  MINIMUM  STANDARDS  
FOR  PROPERTY  SURVEYS 

 Seeking 
Information
/DRT 

Conceptual 
Plan/DRT 

Preliminary 
Plat 

Final 
Plat 

Name of Condo Plat.  The name must be unique in 
the Co. 

    

Name of County plat is located in     

Sheet numbers (total number of sheets notation)     

2.5” x 2.5” recording space on the first sheet     

Survey map of property boundaries     

Location of units or buildings located or to be 
located on the property 

    

The perimeters, dimensions, square footage, and 
location of each unit in buildings located or to be 
located on the property.  Units shall be numbered 
on the plat. 

    

Graphically show common elements     

Floor plans     

Plat is on 14” x 22”, durable, white media with a 
nonfading black image 

    

Convenient scale     

Left side binding margin of 1.5” and 1” margin on 
all other sides 

    

Plat must be recorded in the County ROD office     

Distances shall be shown to the nearest 1/100th of a 
foot 

    

All bearings and distances/length of the boundaries     
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Plat must be referenced to a magnetic, true, or 
other identifiable line of the public land survey, 
recorded and filed subdivision, or to the Wisconsin 
coordinate system 

    

Monumentation, corners must be set     

Name of person for whom the survey was made     

Date of survey     

Surveyor’s certificate who is licensed in the State of 
Wisconsin.  Plat must bear the stamp or seal and 
signature of the land surveyor under whose 
direction and control the survey was made with a 
statement certifying that the survey is correct to 
the best of the surveyor’s knowledge and belief 

    

Land shall be described by government lot, 
recorded private claim, quarter-quarter section, 
section , township, range and county, and by metes 
and bounds commencing with a corner marked and 
established by the U.S. public land survey; or if a 
recorded subdivision or CSM, then by the lot 
number, block, or division of land which has been 
previously tied to a corner as per above  
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SUPPLEMENTAL DESIGN STANDARDS 
 

 

FOR THE TOWN OF LISBON 

(Applies to Industrial and Commercial Zoned Districts only) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DESIGN STANDARDS 

Design Goals: 

The Town of Lisbon (Town) has adopted a Comprehensive Development Plan to guide future 
development and redevelopment in the Town.  The Plan's goals seek to maintain a small town 
atmosphere, and the use of green-space in such developments.  These supplemental design 
standards are intended to define and enforce criteria for quality development that meets the 
goals stated above.  The following supplemental design standards are established to apply to all 
new structures and uses, and to changes or additions to existing structures and uses in such 
development projects. 

Design Objectives: 

In order to assure that development projects conform to the goals in the Comprehensive 
Development Plan, the Town hereby adopts these design review standards to guide planning 
decisions by the Town Plan Commission and the Town Board. 

Design Policy: 

All proposed development projects shall be reviewed by the Town Plan Commission and the 
Town Board for recommendations and acceptance or rejection.  The project shall materially 
adhere to the standards outlined in this document.  Any waivers from these standards must be 
approved by Town Plan Commission and Town Board, based upon findings by the Town 
Engineer, and Town Administrator or his/her designee.  All of the sections listed in the Design 
Contents must be satisfactorily met before approval will be given to the project. 

Some supplemental design standards may be more stringent based on standards found in other 
duly adopted plans or other plans the Town Board may pass from time to time. 

Design Contents:        Pages 

 

SECTION 1 SITE PLANNING       3-4 

SECTION 2 LANDSCAPING       5-8 

SECTION 3 PARKING        9-10 

SECTION 4 BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES     11-12 

SECTION 5 SIGNAGE        13-14 

SECTION 6 PEDESTRIAN ORIENTATION     15-16 

SECTION 7 LIGHTING        17 

SECTION 8 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION     18 

SECTION 9 SUPPLEMENTAL DESIGN STANDARDS AMENDMENT  19 

SECTION 10 DEFINITIONS                                                              20-21
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SECTION 1 SITE PLANNING 

Purpose: The intent of this section is to develop quality site plans that promote green space, 
pedestrian access, and quality of life enhancements.  The reader should be aware that specific 
plans may require more specific standards.   

1.1 Development Concepts 

(A) Developments shall be designed as visible commercial, business or industrial sites, with 
defined public use activity centers, perimeters composed of roadways or common open 
spaces, and a strategy for transitioning vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation.  
Differing uses shall be clearly defined by attractive measures of transitioning traffic 
flow from the perimeters to the center.  The developer shall provide convenient and 
attractive pedestrian and vehicular connections between all areas including 
retail/business, and recreation uses and the transition strategy shall include the use of 
landscape buffers, pedestrian walkways, and/or architecturally similar building designs. 

1.2 (Intentionally Blank) 

1.3 Traffic and Utilities 

a) Entry points shall be consolidated to minimize traffic conflicts, congestion, and to 
create an easily identifiable circulation system.  A traffic study may be required to 
determine the proper circulation pattern.   

a. The Town Engineer shall determine the need for a Traffic Study based on site 
specific conditions. 

b)  Appropriate distances shall be maintained, as determined by the government 
agency with jurisdiction for the road, between intersections along arterial streets for 
safety and ease of traffic flow. 

c) Intersections on local roads shall be no less than 250 feet apart for safety and ease 
of traffic flow unless otherwise dictated by exceptional topography or other limiting 
factors of good design. 

d) Snow storage areas shall be delineated on the site plan to ensure snow can safely 
be removed from parking and driving areas without damaging landscaping or 
illegally placing snow in the public right of way. 

e) Development shall incorporate opportunities for future public transit services. 

f) All Utilities shall be placed underground unless such placement is found to be 
unrealistic as determined by the Town Plan Commission and the Town Board based 
on studies conducted by, and recommendations submitted by the Town Engineer. 

g) When designing storm water facilities, the designer of the facilities shall think about 
the impact of water coming onto the site from other areas, how the sites design will 
impact water quality after flowing across the site, and how water will leave the site.  
Attention to how the facilities can positively affect the quality of the site design 
should also be taken into consideration. 
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h) Lighting shall be incorporated into developments so that it does not impose on 
adjacent land uses.  The lighting used shall be consistent with the architectural 
theme of the building and of the neighboring buildings.  The lighting structure shall 
be as minimal in height as possible.  The lighting shall follow the Comprehensive 
Development Plan or other plans as may be approved from time to time by the 
Town.  See Lighting Section 8 for more information. 

1.4  Open Space and Recreation 

(A) Sidewalks, walkways, pathways and or bike paths shall be installed by the developer in 
any areas designated in the Comprehensive Development Plan or other plans as may 
be approved from time to time by the Town. 
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SECTION 2 LANDSCAPING 

Purpose: The intent of this section is to develop quality landscaping that promote green space, 
protect established trees, and create other quality of life enhancements.  The reader should be 
aware that specific plans may require more specific standards.   

2.1 Landscaping and Buffering Standards 

a) Berms shall be used to screen high traffic areas from residential homes, break up the 
visibility from the roadway of large areas of parking, and create separation from 
dissimilar uses that are adjacent to each other.  Berms shall be built with side slopes not 
exceeding one foot vertical by three feet horizontal unless otherwise approved by the 
Plan Commission and Town Board and shall be maintained with grasses or alternative 
landscaping satisfactory to the Town Plan Commission and the Town Board.  The 
buffering shall be in harmony with terrain adjacent to the development site.  The 
developer shall have provisions for ongoing maintenance such as mowing and weed 
management of the berms. 

b)  Extensive landscaped areas and open spaces shall be in place to reduce the visual 
intensity of developments in a manner that is consistent with the low intensity 
countryside character desired in the Comprehensive Development Plan.  Use buffers and 
screens, either with landscape, structural, or earthen features to separate vehicular and 
pedestrian areas, and to beautify/screen parking lots and buildings from the view of the 
street or other neighboring parcels. 

c) Determining Required Land Use Buffer and Landscape Design:  An appropriate land use 
buffer and landscaping shall be provided between uses based on the intensity of the 
uses.  The greater variance of intensity between adjacent land uses, the higher level of 
buffering and landscaping shall be provided.  Definitions of intensity factors used to 
determine buffering are defined in the tables shown below. 

1) The first step in determining the buffer and landscaping required is to calculate 
the numerical difference between the land use intensity (LUI) factors of the two 
adjoining uses from Table 1. 

Example A: If a general commercial project is proposed on a site that borders 
existing lands zoned for residential density of four to eight units per acre, the 
calculated Land Uses Intensity difference would be (General Commercial LUI 
Factor = seven) minus (Res. four to eight units per acre LUI Factor = three) 
equals an LUI difference of four. 

2) The second step in determining a land use buffer and landscape requirement is 
to adjust the numerical difference between land use intensities for any 
intervening road, drainage or utility right of way or easements that separate the 
sites.  The difference between LUI factors shall be reduced as noted on Table 2. 

Example B:  If the general commercial project from Example A was separated by a 
local road from the residential density of four to eight units per acre, the adjusted 
LUI Factor would be (LUI Difference = four) minus (Local Road deduction = one) 
equals adjusted LUI Difference of three. 
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3) The resulting final land use intensity difference is then used to determine the 
buffer and landscape design type in Table 3. 

Example C:  Using the adjusted LUI difference of three from Example B the 
required buffer width would be 20 feet between the proposed project and existing 
residential property. 

Example LUI Calculation 

(General Commercial <.65 ISR) minus (Residential 4-8 units/acre) minus (Local 
Road) = (Adjusted LUI) 

                        7            -            3              -          1          =            3 

4) The following guidelines can be used to help determine the appropriate buffer and 
landscape design. 

A) The buffer and landscape requirements are calculated per each side of a 
parcel (North, East, West, and South) and may often times be different for 
each side of a parcel depending upon the adjacent uses or roadways in any 
particular site. 

B) The total landscaping requirements once determined for each side can be 
added together for the site and allocated on the site as deemed appropriate 
by the Plan Commission and the Town Board to accomplish the goals of 
beautifying/screening parking, accessory structures, and dock doors, and 
enhancing buildings.  Buffer distances must be maintained in each side as 
required by Table 3 to protect the separation required in that side of the 
property. 

C)   The lineal feet measurement used in Table 3 is calculated by measuring the 
entire length of the property line on each side of a parcel.  The lineal feet 
measurement of a side is reduced by the portion of the length of the primary 
building facing that side where no parking lot is found on a perpendicular 
tangent between the building and the property line on that side and when 
the building has no dock doors on that side of the building. 

D) In no case shall a landscaping requirement be less than zero. 

E)  Parking lots may have special buffering and landscaping requirements as 
listed in Section 3 Parking. 
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Land Use Intensity Charts and Diagrams 

(The Chart is shaded to represent the example from page 5.) 

 

Table 1 – Land Use Intensity Factor 

Land Use LUI 
Factor 

Land Use LUI 
Factor 

Office: Less than .60 ISR and 2 
stories or less 

5 General Commercial: Less than .65 
ISR 

7 

Office: .60 - .65 ISR and 2 stories 6 General Commercial: .65 ISR or 
greater 

8 

Office: Over .65 ISR or over 2 
stories 

7 Heavy Commercial 9 

Residential : Less than 4 units per 
acre 

1 Warehouse/Light Manufacturing 8 

Residential:  4-8 units per acre 3 Manufacturing 9 

Residential: 9-20 units per acre 6   

Notes to Table 1. 

1. Impervious surface ratio (ISR) is the amount of land covered by buildings, overhangs, 
porches, canopies and pavement to the amount of land covered by landscaping. 

2. Office includes office and medical office uses, and the office fronts of office/warehousing 
buildings.  Special uses in office zones shall require additional buffering, based on their 
intensity. 

3. "General Commercial" is defined as uses that do not have outside activities such as night 
use drive-up windows, gasoline sales, significant late night parking lot activity or similar 
impacts adjacent to the lower intensity land use. (i.e. Hardware Store, Non-Drive Thru 
Restaurants, Drug Stores). 

4. "Heavy Commercial" is defined as all other commercial uses not included in note three. (i.e. 
Department Stores, Movie Theatres, Grocery Stores). 

5. For vacant land, the land use intensity shall be assumed to be based on current zoning or 
land use plan designation, whichever is the most intense. 
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Table 2.  Intervening Right Of Way Credit Table 3.  Land Use Buffer/Landscape 
Design 

 

Right-Of-Way or 
Easement Width 

Reduction of 
LUI Difference 

 

Buffer Type Planted/100 Lin. Ft. of Buffer 

  (LUI 
Diff.) 

Width 
(ft.) 

Shade 
Trees 

Evergreen 
Trees 

Shrubs 

Local Road 1 0-3 20 2 6 20 

Collector Road 2 4 30 3 8 25 

Arterial Road 4 5 40 3 10 35 

Limited Access 
HWY 

6 6-8 50 6 14 45 

       

Utility or Drainage Easement (feet)      

20 to 50 1      

51 to 100 2      

101 to 150 3      

151 or more 4      

 

2.2 Other General Landscaping Guidelines 

a) Ample green space at least 30 feet in width along arterial roadways and 25 feet in 
width along other right-of-ways, except where smaller setbacks are required by other 
plans as may be approved from time to time by the Town Board.  Development 
bordering federal, state, and county highways shall also meet this requirement and 
include landscape plantings. 

b)   Improve roadway visual quality through the use of vegetation and streetscape 
amenities consistent with neighboring properties.  There shall be streetscape 
amenities along arterial streets consistent with overall styles as documented in the 
Supplemental Design Standards, Land Division and Development Ordinance, or other 
duly adopted Town ordinances or plans.  Some examples of streetscape amenities 
include benches, monuments, decorative lighting, etc. 

c) All entranceways must have a landscaped area to include a monument sign of stone, 
marble, brick, or similar type materials including a landscaped plan approved by the 
Plan Commission and Town Board.  The monument sign may be placed in the 
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landscape terrace area if deemed appropriate by the Plan Commission and Town 
Board. 

d) (Intentionally Blank)  

e) Commercial, Business or Industrial developments shall include one or more planting   
areas that shall feature natural landscaping materials, such as vegetation (trees, 
bushes, etc.) stone, brick or wood, to soften the visual impact of principal buildings on 
the site and to enhance the desired small town feel of the development.  Planting 
areas are to be placed near the main entrances to the principal structures on the site. 
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SECTION 3 PARKING 

Purpose:  The intent of this section is to develop quality parking that promotes public safety, 
pedestrian friendliness, and quality of life enhancements.  The reader should be aware that 
specific plans may require more specific standards.   

a) Parking facilities shall include a 30 feet setback from the right 
of way on arterials, other street yard setbacks are 25 feet 
from the right of way.  Side and rear yard setbacks are a 
minimum of 5 feet to property line. 

b) Parking facilities over 1 acre shall include public activity center features at major access 
points to key buildings and shall be designed for orderly egress and ingress. 

c) Parking lot, street way, and walkway lighting shall not impact upon adjacent residential 
areas, but shall be well lit to provide safe transportation. 

d) Promote shared parking facilities to minimize visual impacts of expansive lots.  Shared 
parking facilities shall have a shared parking facility agreement. 

e) Parking facilities shall include the use of strategically placed islands of natural 
landscaping material to break up expanses of paving.  This will: 

1) Create multiple small parking lots in the place of a few large lots to increase the 
visual quality of public areas. 

2) Divide up the "seas" of parking by designing individualized parking precincts for 
the various uses in a mixed use neighborhood. 

3) Maintain and end island area next to the last parking stall in the row to provide 
adequate turning and maneuvering room. 

f) Parking facilities shall maintain safety and pedestrian comfort within parking and 
circulation areas.   To accomplish this: 

1) Parking lots shall not directly abut buildings on a site, but shall be transitioned by 
a pedestrian walkway at least five feet in width.  The transition shall also include 
landscaping or amenities to present a safe and attractive border to the parking 
lot. 

2) Parking lots in all districts containing more than 20 spaces shall provide clearly 
defined pedestrian walkways between the parking area and buildings located on 
the site.  Pedestrian walkways shall be provided at a minimum of one walkway 
for each six lanes of parking.  More stringent requirements may be required if 
the Town determines it to be appropriate for pedestrian safety reasons. 

g) Commercial parking lots shall not be located in the street yard.  A waiver may be 
granted by the Plan Commission and Town Board if the public good would not be served 
by having only side or rear yard parking.  The waiver shall allow for no more than 10% 
of the total parking spaces to be allowed in the street yard and those spaces must be 
blocked from the street view by a combination of landscaped berms, evergreen trees, 
and shrubs.  Acceptable view blockage shall be based on site topography, views from 
adjacent sites, and locations of landscaping and structures on the site. 
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SECTION 4 BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 

Purpose:  The intent of this section is to develop quality buildings that reflect the development 
patterns of the area while still promoting a modern appeal that meets the needs of citizens and 
quality of life enhancements that citizens have come to expect in the Town.  The reader should 
be aware that specific plans for certain areas may require more specific standards.   

4.1 General Building Materials and Architectural Details 

a) Town standards will take precedence over any national or regional branding. 

b) Building facades shall not be capped by long unbroken structural lines or repeating of 
monotonous design.  Building facades that use varying setbacks are encouraged. 

c) Building material and architectural details shall maintain continuity and rhythm with each 
other to develop an appropriate building character for each designated area.  To 
accomplish this: 

1) The exterior of all buildings shall be made of natural materials, (wood, brick, stone, 
or decorative masonry block, etc.) and no metal exteriors are allowed. 

2) Facades of buildings shall maintain no more than 50% of each length of elevation 
without some type of window, door openings, or architectural articulation to prevent 
large expanses of unbroken wall.  All four sides of a building shall be articulated for 
four sided architecture. 

3) Roof material that is visible should be dimensional shingles and color to be 
consistent with building color.  Metal roofs shall only be considered in rare occasions 
for commercial buildings if the metal roof is deemed to be significantly tied to the 
style of architecture for the building and fits with the small town feel of the Town.  
Metal roofs shall be limited to entrance features such as canopies and gables visible 
from the street frontage. 

4) At street corners the buildings should have well designed entrances angled 
towards the center of the intersections with tall building features and unique signage 
visible in all directions. 

d) Refuse structures, mechanical equipment, loading docks, etc. should be screened 
and designed to have very limited impact on neighboring properties.  Refuse 
structures shall be constructed of material that matches the building exterior so as 
to blend with the overall architecture of the site and must have a gate. 

4.2 Commercial, Business and Industrial Structures Building Materials and Architectural Details 

a) Commercial, Business and Industrial Structures shall use the traditional 
architectural features found in the area, including but not limited to; use of 
natural stone products, gable roofs, parapets and etcetera.  To accomplish this: 

1) Commercial clusters shall provide a common small town theme emphasizing 
a sense of community.  Any branding shall be minimized and adjusted so as 
to not distract from the architectural themes of the Town. 
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2) Structures with side or rear public exposure shall include use of the same 
architectural features found on the front of the building. 

3) Structures shall provide a human scale along street corridors by encouraging 
store front windows, covered walkways, and highlighted entrances. 

b) Commercial structures shall not be flat roofed rectangular commercial structures.  
They may have facades with articulated lines to delineate sections. 

c) Refuse containers, mechanical equipment, loading docks, etc. should be screened 
and designed to have very limited impact on neighboring properties. 

4.3  (Intentionally Blank) 
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SECTION 5 SIGNAGE 

 

Purpose:  The intent of this section is to develop quality signs that promote the development 
patterns of the area and assist with the architectural feel of the neighborhoods the signs will be 
located in.  The reader should be aware that specific plans may require more specific standards.   

5.1 General Signage Architectural and Design Standards 

b) Town standards will take precedence over any national or regional branding. 

c)  Signs shall be coordinated with the architecture of the building and with each other if 
multiple signs exist on one site so as to present a consistent, planned image.  Any 
specific branding must be interwoven into the architecture of the building so as to not 
detract from the architectural feel of the Town.  Buildings with more than one tenant 
shall coordinate the "tenant" signs into one consistent image. 

d) Maintain appropriate scale of signs consistent with their use, i.e. larger signs for 
vehicular traffic areas, and smaller signs for pedestrian use area. 

e) Limit the number of lettering styles, colors and pieces of information that are permitted 
on signs to promote legibility. 

f)  All signs shall be properly maintained according to Town Ordinances. 

g)  Signs shall not cause a distraction or otherwise impair the safety of drivers of 
pedestrians.  To accomplish this: 

1) Illuminated signs shall not produce glare that impacts neighboring buildings, or 
driver's ability to safely drive. 

2) Neon signs shall not be used for primary signage.   Secondary signage may be 
granted if tastefully designed, minimal in size and not distracting to the overall 
architectural feel of the building. 

3) Signs shall not be flashing, rotating, contain exterior moving parts, contain reflective 
elements that distract motorist except time and temperature signs are allowed. 

5.2 Ground and Monument Signage Architectural and Design Standards 

a) Ground signs should be constructed and framed with natural materials such as 
brick or stone, and the address must appear on sign.  Framing shall include a 
base and side pillars although in some cases only one side pillar may be required 
if the design of the sign fits with the architectural feel of the building it is 
representing.  The sign face itself is not required to be of that natural material, 
but is encouraged.  The Town Plan Commission and Town Board may determine 
that other material is appropriately comparable or if the alternative material is 
specifically allowed. 

b) Monument Signage develops focal points in the community that create a sense of 
place and promote the Town's development patterns.  Development projects 
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shall highlight the entry points and boundaries of the related areas with 
monument signage. 

c) Monuments shall be constructed and framed with natural materials such as stone 
or brick.  Framing shall include a base and side pillars unless otherwise approved 
by the Town Plan Commission and Town Board.  For Commercial, Business and 
Industrial Monuments the address of the complex shall be listed on the sign. 

d) Monument sign lettering and logos shall be constructed of cast metal or 
sandblasted natural material unless otherwise approved by the Town Plan 
Commission and Town Board. 

e) Lighting of monument signs shall use either ground mounted floods or overhead 
indirect lighting featuring a decorative shed roof. 

f) Ground and monument signage encourage a sense of place and roadside 
character through the placement and architectural link with landmark buildings, 
architectural facades, and public spaces. 
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SECTION 6 PEDESTRIAN ORIENTATION 

 

Purpose:  The intent of this section is to provide for development that promotes "livability" 
through green space, pedestrian access, and quality of life enhancements.  It is also the intent 
of the standards to enhance the pedestrian experience, encourage walking, and promote safety.  
The reader should be aware that specific plans for certain areas may require more specific 
standards.   

a) Developments shall provide for pedestrian connections between private buildings, the 
public sidewalk and trail systems.  To accomplish this: 

1) Where, upon recommendation from the Plan Commission and the Town Board, the 
developer shall provide a 6 feet wide pedestrian way along the frontage of 
development where said development abuts on a State Trunk Highway or County 
Trunk Highway.  Said walkway shall be hard surfaced per the Town of Lisbon Paving 
Specifications. 

2) Pedestrian walkways within a development shall be linked to any existing or planned 
public walkway or sidewalk abutting the development. 

3) Parking lots shall have clearly defined and accented pedestrian ways to accommodate 
safe passage from parked vehicles and connections to offsite walkways or bike paths. 

4) Walkways paralleling driveways and parking lots in commercial areas shall be at least 
five feet wide to provide for easy passage of two pairs of walkers. 

5) Walkway designs should not force pedestrians to back track past stores in order to exit 
the area. 

6) Bicycle parking spaces shall be provided within business and office districts in 
convenient and secure locations. 

7) Installation of dedicated Town sidewalks must have a minimum width of 6 feet. 

b) Developments shall provide for pedestrian-scale public spaces and amenities at the 
entrance to buildings.  To accomplish this: 

1) Information and directory signs shall be provided for pedestrians. 

2) Developments shall include special paving and vegetation to highlight commercial 
building entrances and vehicular/pedestrian intersection crosswalks.  Crosswalks 
adjacent to building entrances that service over 50 parking spaces shall be of a 
contrasting pavement treatment. 

3) Businesses are encouraged to provide attractive store fronts and outdoor cafes 
along walkways.  Pedestrian corridors shall avoid use of blank building walls, parking 
lot intrusion, and unattractive design features along the walkway. 

4) Amenities such as drinking fountains, benches, and bike racks should be 
incorporated in walkways/pedestrian areas within parking lots. 

c) Developments shall enhance pedestrian safety.  To accomplish this: 
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1) Pedestrian walkways shall be separated from auto roadways. 

2) Pedestrian ways shall be visually open, and well lighted to promote a feeling of 
personal safety. 

3) Pedestrian crossings shall not require crossing more than two lanes.  Where 
pedestrian crossings exceed two lanes, a safety island or other crossing device 
shall be used to minimize the traffic lanes needing to be crossed at one point. 

4) Vehicle speeds shall be reduced at pedestrian crossings by use of a combination 
of signage, curb extensions, rumble strips, or other traffic control devices. 

5) Attractive and safe pedestrian areas should be created by placing buildings close 
together and focused towards public areas.  Walking distances between parking 
and popular destinations should be minimized. 
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SECTION 7 LIGHTING 

 

Purpose:  The intent of this section is to provide quality lighting that promotes safety and 
aesthetics.  The reader should be aware that specific plans for certain areas may require more 
specific standards.   

a) Decorative lighting fixtures shall be used to illuminate and highlight all walkways and 
sidewalks in business, office, industrial districts, and areas adjacent to the development 
that are designated for walking paths, sidewalks, or other pedestrian pathways. 

b) Exterior lighting shall be architecturally integrated with the building style, material and 
colors. 

c) Exterior lighting of the building and site shall be designed so that light is not directed off 
the site and the light source is shielded for direct offsite viewing.  Decorative light 
fixtures (i.e., visible light) 12' or less in height may be permitted upon approval of the 
Plan Commission and Town Board. 

d) Fixture mounting height shall be appropriate for the project and the setting.  The 
mounting height for small parking lots and service areas shall not be higher than 18 feet. 

e) Light poles shall be no higher than 18 feet and the bases shall be buried.  Where bases 
must be exposed they shall be painted to blend in with the surroundings or have a 
decorative base. 

f) Where commercial lighting standards are necessary for public safety the development 
shall also utilize accent lighting on the perimeter of the development. 

g) The placement of light poles within raised curb planter areas is encouraged except 
where lighting will be obscured by vegetation. 

h) The use of vandal resistant well lighting is encouraged for lighting of monument signs. 
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SECTION 8 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

a) Isolated Natural Resource Areas, and Primary and Secondary Environmental Corridors 
designated by the SEWRPC, Waukesha County and/or the Town of Lisbon 
Comprehensive Development Plan shall not be utilized for density requirements.  These 
designated areas shall not be disturbed. 

b) Wetlands, streams, and areas designated as navigable streams by the State of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources must be protected.  Wetland restoration and 
protection plans must be submitted to Town Staff and other agencies as required for 
approval before any land division or development plat or certified survey map is 
approved.  A stream restoration plan addressing aesthetics, drainage, and erosion must 
be approved by the Town Engineer and other agencies as required prior to execution of 
any land division or building permit on a subject property. 
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SECTION 9 SUPPLEMENTAL DESIGN STANDARDS AMENDMENT 

 

Any Supplemental Design Standards modification shall follow the following procedures. 

a) The Plan Commission, Town Board, or Town professional staff can request an 
amendment. 

b) The request shall be heard by the Plan Commission who shall forward their 
recommendation to the Town Board for consideration. 

c) With a majority vote of the Town Board, a request to modify a Design Standard shall be 
deemed approved. 
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SECTION 10 DEFINITIONS 

 

Active and passive parks – Active parks have higher intensity uses like softball, playgrounds, 
soccer, etc.  Passive parks have low intensity uses like walking, sitting, nature watching, etc. 

Arterial streets – These roads are main thoroughfares that connect large parts of the community 
with each other.  Traffic is often heavier and faster than on other roads and arterials generally 
connect to highways and other roads that lead out of the community. 

Battlemented parapets – This architectural feature is a low wall with open spaces "windows" 
projecting from the edge of a platform, terrace, or roof. 

Bartizans – This architectural feature is a turret which is projected at an angle from a tower, a 
parapet or near a gateway. 

Cubic – An architectural style with 2 stories without or with dormers on the next story, a small, 
front porch and pyramidal roof. 

Curb extensions – This is a design where the curb is extended into the road to provide a shorter 
distance for a pedestrian to cross the traffic way. 

DBH – is the diameter measured about the trunk of the tree at 4.5 feet above the grade.  If a 
trunk splits than the measure is measured just below the split. 

Human Scale – Development structures that are designed to emphasize the quality and 
functionality of a place from a pedestrian perspective. 

Impervious surface ratio (ISR) – the ratio of impervious surfaces like asphalt, or buildings to 
pervious surfaces like grass on a specific parcel. 

Isolated Natural Areas/Primary and Secondary Environmental Corridors – are areas designated 
by the Town of Lisbon, County, or State as areas that have concentrated aesthetic, cultural, 
recreational, and ecological value and should be preserved as natural open spaces. 

Landscape Island - an area of green space dividing two sections of road.  Most often found at 
the entryway to a development or subdivision the landscape island is an important indication of 
changing uses. 

Land Use Buffering Chart – The chart used to determine the size and style of landscaping 
needed to prevent intrusion of light, noise, odor, etc from affecting a neighboring lot. 

Land Use Intensity (LUI) Factors – These factors correlate land uses with level of impact from 
light, noise, odor, etc.  The factors can than be used to determine the appropriate amount of 
buffering needed to make the corresponding land uses from having too great an impact on each 
other. 

Mitigation (trees) – Mitigation is the process of replanting trees to help offset the removal of 
existing trees. 

Navigable Streams – streams, or bodies of water determined by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources to be at least occasionally navigable by a boat or canoe. 
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Parking Precincts – small areas of parking separated from each other to prevent large expanses 
of parking. 

Pedestrian Scale – See human scale. 

Planting Areas – Areas that feature natural landscaping materials, such as vegetation (trees, 
bushes, etc.,) stone, brick or wood. 

Protected Tree – “Protected trees” are herein defined as trees, shrubs, and all other woody 
vegetation on land within the Town’s municipal boundary that have a DBH of 3 inches or greater 
and a height of 8 feet or greater.   

Protected Tree Preservation Plan – A plan that outlines the preservation of protected trees on a 
site. 

Safety Island – An island found in the middle of a road or parking lot used to provide refuge for 
pedestrians when crossing traffic.  Safety islands are often landscaped to promote the 
aesthetics of the road and can be used to slow down traffic as well. 

Sills – The members forming the lower side of an opening, as a door sill or window sill. 

Streetscape Amenities – Structures or landscaping that beautifies and enhances the functionality 
of the areas along the roadway.  Examples of streetscape amenities include benches, 
monuments, decorative lighting, etc. 

Street yard – A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which shall be the 
minimum horizontal distance between the existing or proposed street or highway line and a line 
parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal structure.  Corner lots and double 
frontage lots have two (2) such yards. 

Lisbon Comprehensive Development Plan – The Town’s adopted plan for managing and 
improving aspects of the community as it grows.  A large part of the plan relates to land uses.  
The plan also includes a focus on transportation, economic development, environmental 
protection, among other required elements. 

Water Tables – The water table is a projecting course of molded brick between the upper and 
ground floors.  The walls above the water table step back several inches. 
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ADDENDUM B 

MULTI-USE TRAIL STANDARDS 

I.  Purpose 

 
The Town of Lisbon Comprehensive Development Plan requires the installation and connection 
of multi-use trails within and throughout the community. Where the trails are required and 
constructed with new development, these standards are provided for consistency of design and 
construction within and between developments, for the protection and safety of path users, for 
the mitigation of conflicts between path users and neighboring private property owners and for 
reduction of long term maintenance costs of the trails.  

II. General Location Criteria 

1) Multi-use trails should be provided to connect residential areas to each other; to parks 
 and recreational areas; and to commercial, industrial and other major activity centers.  

2) Proposed new trails should be located so as to connect to existing trails in adjacent 
 residential, commercial and industrial areas and in major parks and parkways so as to 
 form an integrated system. 

3) Trails generally should not be located immediately adjacent to roadways, except as 
 necessary and determined by the Town Plan Commission. 

4) Trails that are located adjacent to roadways shall be located as far from the roadway as 
reasonably practicable.  

III.  General Rules  

The following general rules apply to these standards: 

These standards will apply in most situations. When special circumstances exist, such as 
constructing a trail within a right-of-way adjacent to a public street, waivers can be granted by 
the Town Board with a recommendation from the Town Plan Commission as provided for in the 
Town’s Land Division and Development Ordinance. If waivers are granted, then any deviation to 
the design pursuant to these standards shall conform with safety guidelines found in the "Guide 
for the Development of Bicycle Facilities by the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials" (AASHTO) 

III. Design 

1) The trail corridor shall accommodate a path width of a 10 foot base and an 8 foot paved 
surface as illustrated in Figure 1.  

2) The trail corridor shall be at least 20 feet wide as illustrated in Figure 1. 
3)  The trail shall provide for two-way traffic.  
4) When the trail corridor is straight (non-curved), the alignment shall accommodate a 

cross section of 2% grade from the high side to the direction of desired drainage. 
5) When the trail corridor is curved, the alignment shall accommodate:  

a) A super elevation of 3%. 

b) A minimum radii of curvature in accordance to AASHTO guidelines. 
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c) To transition the super elevation of the curve to a straight route or reversing 
curves, a 25-foot tangent transition distance shall be required.  

6) Where conditions such as limited sight distances make it desirable to clearly separate the 
two directions of travel, a double yellow line shall be used to indicate no passing and no 
travelling to the left of the center line. A yellow centerline shall be used 100 feet from 
the intersection of the path with the public right-of way street pavement. On the trail, 
permanent marking shall be installed with the installation of the paving. 

7) The trail corridor shall accommodate a maximum lineal grade of no less than 0.5% and 
no more than 5%, or per the table in the AASHTO Guidelines, subject to the approval of 
the Town Engineer.  

8) The trail corridor shall accommodate a slope on each path side, of between 2 to  4% 
grade slope away from path, and of at least 6 feet in width. However, on the side 
accepting the path drainage, a swale shall be allowed 3 inches deep over a 2 foot width.  

9) The site conditions prevent the opportunity to accommodate a 2 to 4% slope away from 
the trail to a distance of 6 feet from path’s edge of pavement, then the Town Board may 
grant a waiver to #8 in accordance with the provisions contained in the Town’s Land 
Division and Development Ordinance. To grant a waiver, the following conditions must 
exist.  

a) Extreme site conditions that prevent conformance with #8, and the waiver shall 
only apply to the section of path where the extreme site conditions exist. 

b) The maximum slope allowed from the edge of the trail base, shall be 3 to 1. 

c) Only in severe topographical cases shall be gradual slope be waived on both sides 
of the trail. In those cases, accommodations shall be made to drain the trail along 
the lineal length of path, and not to the edge of cross section. 

d) Where a down slope exists immediately adjacent to the trail, a decorative safety 
rail shall be installed between slope and trail, with rail design approved by Town 
Engineer. 

10) Trail pavement shall accommodate a minimum of 6-foot horizontal distance from trees, 
poles, wall, fences or other lateral obstruction, except where a waiver is  granted by the 
Town Board in accordance with the provisions contained in the Town’s Land Division and 
Development Ordinance when the obstruction is unavoidable due to a pre-existing 
condition or the obstruction is necessary for the safety of trail users, such as a bridge.  

11) Trail pavement shall accommodate a minimum of 10-goot vertical clearance from any 
overhead wires, tree branches, low structural members of underpasses, or other 
horizontal obstructions. 

12) Crossing of streams or wetlands shall be avoided if at all possible. If unavoidable  in 
certain conditions, a trail corridor shall be selected that minimizes disturbance to the 
natural feature, such as crossing the stream or wetland at the narrowest point. 

13)  The Subdivider shall be responsible for obtaining any permits required by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), or any other government agency, for the 
crossing of streams and/or wetlands.  
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14)  At no time shall any creek, stream, or man-made or natural flow of drainage be  allowed 
to sheet drain across the trail's surface. In those cases, the design shall  include a 
bridge or piping of the drainage below the crushed limestone base of the  trail, so to not 
obstruct or interfere with proper use of the trail.  

a. Bridge water openings and culverts or piping shall be designed to pass the  
 IO-year recurrence interval flood flow of the stream, watercourse, or   
 drainage way concerned without raising the upstream or downstream   
 hydraulic grade line by more than 0.001 foot and without overstepping the  
 bicycle way.  

b. In the case of a required WDNR permit, design and sizing of flow beneath  
 the trail shall be according to the approval of the WDNR. 

c. In the case the WDNR is not needed, design and sizing of flow beneath the trail 
shall be according to the approval of the Town Engineer. 

15)  If a bridge is required to cross a drainage flow, then the following shall apply: 

a) The Subdivider shall obtain all necessary permits. 

b) Design shall be as approved by WDNR, other government agency, or Town 
Engineer.  

c) Bridge shall have a usable width of at least 8 feet. 

d) Design precautions shall be taken at bridge approaches, such as aesthetic 
barriers or fencing, to prevent inadvertent bicycling off of the trail. For purposes 
of these standards, aesthetic means nicely designed fitting into the natural 
landscape.  

e) The Subdivider shall be responsible for cost of bridge design, materials and 
 installation. 

16) The trail edge of pavement shall be located at least 10 feet from any property line in 
private ownership. If it is determined a fence is necessary to separate the trail  from 
neighboring property, the fence design shall be aesthetically pleasing and approved by 
the Town Engineer.  

17) The trail shall intersect a sidewalk and street pavement at a right angle or radial  to 
sidewalk or street pavement.  

18) All trails shall connect to a subdivision sidewalk or to street pavement to allow a 
continuous trail circuit.  

19) When a trail is designed to connect to a street pavement and will extend across  the 
street pavement, either with current construction or in the future, the trail shall  cross 
the street at a right angle or radial to the street centerline. 

20)  Any trail intersection with street curb and gutter shall employ the design of a ramp from 
path to street level. The width of ramp and path taper to ramp, and other standards, 
shall meet the requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) and Wisconsin 
State Statutes 66.0909 and all pertinent federal and state  laws, and shall be subject to 
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the approval of the Town Engineer.  Design could  differ from location to location due to 
conditions at the location, anticipated amount of bike traffic, site distances, etc. 

21) Where trails and sidewalks intersect, the concrete sidewalks shall extend through the 
intersection with the trails, with the asphalt trail continuing between the sidewalk and 
the edge of the street curb and gutter or pavement.  

22) The Plan Commission, Town Engineer, Town Planner, Police Chief and/or Fire Chief may 
require the design and installation of a bollard or gate system at trail entrances from 
streets. The bollard or gate system would prevent motor vehicle access to the path, 
while retaining an opening to allow free flow of bicycles or  pedestrians. A lock system 
would allow emergency vehicle access to the path.  

 

Figure 1: Desirable Multi-Use Trail Cross-Section 

 

10’ LIMESTONE BASE 

 

IV. Construction 

Construction standards shall be utilized conjointly with the design standards. Generally, 
construction shall adhere to the Town of Lisbon Land Division and Development Ordinance. 
Where the ordinance is not specific to a trail, the following shall apply:  

1) Remove all top soil and remove subgrade to depth of at least 8 inches below 
adjacent match grade. 

2)  If the trail necessitates a grade higher than existing grade to facilitate proper 
slopes away from path, then remove top soil of entire width to be disturbed 
(complying with permit requirements of protection of any natural site feature), 
and raise path base with clean clay and/or other suitable material.  

6' BUFFER  

  

6' BUFFER  
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3) Compact subgrade, with proper sloping as designed.  

4) Install and compact 6 inches of 3/4 inch crushed limestone traffic bond, to a 
10 foot width as illustrated in Figure 1.  

5) Install 3 inch surface course Bituminous Concrete (State Gradation #3), 
leaving one foot of crushed limestone visible on each side.  

6) Complete side slopes in accordance with design standards and fill 2 to 4 
inches top soil over exposed crushed limestone to edge of surface course.  

7) Where trail intersects with street and trail is planned to continue across the 
street, paint street pavement a crosswalk according to the Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control (MUTCD) standards. 

8) Install street warning signs indicating a trail street crossing according to the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards. All trail street 
signs within common space of a subdivision shall be maintained and replaced 
when necessary by the Homeowners Association. 

9) Install trail signage (stop signs) at intersections with sidewalks/streets 
according to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
standards. 

 

V. Landscaping 
 

Landscaping along the trail shall conform to the following standards: 
 

1) Topsoil shall be placed over the crushed limestone that extends beyond the 
pavement  at a 2 to 4 inch depth.  

2) Top soil shall be placed over the required side slope at a 2 to 4 inch depth.  

3) On the side slope, a durable grass mixture or a low growing ground cover, 
such as  crown vetch, shall be planted, subject to the approval of the Town 
Engineer.  

4) Planting of any deciduous or coniferous trees or bushes within six feet of the 
edge of pavement shall be prohibited. 

5)  Any preserved existing trees within the trail corridor shall be trimmed to 
maintain a 10 foot vertical clearance from trail surface to any tree branch or 
limb.  

 

VI. Maintenance 

The Homeowners' Association shall be responsible for all lawn mowing, tree pruning, and all 
other landscape maintenance along the trail and trail corridor and for the trails within common 
open space controlled by the Homeowners' Association. 
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Introduction 
 
The Town of Lisbon conducted a Needs Assessment in 2006 covering building and park needs.  
This report is an addendum to the original.  The scope of this report will include an inventory of 
existing park facilities, project increase in population to year 2020, analyze future capital 
improvements to the park system needed to accommodate growth and provide a cost estimate 
to provide the park improvements.  No other assessment of needs will be included in this report. 
 
Inventory of Park Facilities 
 
The Town of Lisbon has 177 acres of parkland in seven locations throughout the Town.  The 
largest, Community Park consists of 123 acres and serves as a regional park.  (See Park Long-
Range Facilities Plan). While almost 10,000 people reside in Lisbon and national publications set 
a standard of twelve point five, (12.5), acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, it would appear 
Lisbon has adequate parks to meet the national standards.  However, the type of services each 
park is capable of providing and their locations lead to the conclusion that service gaps exist. 
 
For example, there are insufficient parklands in the north and southwest portions of Lisbon.  
Also, facilities for more active recreational activities are needed. (See Park Long-Range Facilities 
Plan) 
 
Population Projections 
 
Population projections used in this report are based upon review of population estimates 
provided by the Wisconsin Department of Administration, (DOA), and population projections 
contained in the Lisbon Comprehensive Plan, based upon future land uses.  The Department of 
Administration projection is based upon U.S. Census data, motor vehicle registrations, and state 
income tax data.  In making the population projections, the DOA assumed that population 
growth will be similar to that experienced in the past. 
 
The 2020 population for Lisbon projected by the DOA is 10,506.  Given that the 2010 population 
of Lisbon is already 9,924, the DOA estimate appears very conservative.  To meet this 
projection, on average, only 20 new homes per year are required.  While the number of new 
homes over the last two years is compatible with this projection, during the last decade an 
average of 50 homes were added per year. During the decade of the nineties, an annual 
average of 67 new homes were constructed in Lisbon.  In developing the Lisbon comprehensive 
plan, low growth, intermediate growth and high growth population scenarios were utilized.  
These 2020 population estimates range from a low growth number of 10,810, an intermediate 
growth number of 13,449 and a high growth number of 16,379.   
 
In analyzing the Comprehensive Development Plan, it is anticipated that the residential 
development in Lisbon will be divided as follows: 50% of the new households will be situated on 
an average of five acre lot size, 30% on one acre lot size and 20% on three acre lot size.  
Utilizing the intermediate growth scenario of 13,449, an estimated 1,175 new homes will be 
built, utilizing 3,993 acres. For purposes of this analysis, we will assume the intermediate growth 
scenario, meaning that population will increase by 35% over 2010 levels and the new residents 
will represent 26.2% of the total population.  
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Analysis 
  
As population increases it inevitably results in greater utilization of the existing parks. To 
accommodate this increased demand, new park facilities must be added and existing parks must 
be upgraded. The Lisbon Park Committee has developed a Park Long-Range Facilities Plan that 
identifies the needed new park space and the upgrades to existing park facilities. The park 
improvements are listed in Table One.  The improvements are divided into new facilities 
attributable to the new population growth and improvements to existing facilities resulting from 
increased demand on these parks.  In determining the Impact Fee, 100% of the cost of the 
facilities attributable to new population growth is allocated to residents of the new development.  
Improvements to the existing park facilities are split between the existing property taxpayers, 
(73.8%) and the new residents (26.2%). See Table One attached. 
 
The cost for each improvement is listed in Table One.  Dividing the costs attributable to new 
development, ($812,669), by the estimated number of new households, (1,175), yields a per-
household Park Impact Fee of ($692). 
 
Impact Fee Effect on Affordable Housing 
 
An analysis of the effect on affordable housing of imposing an impact fee is required by state 
statute 66.0617. To do this, annualized housing costs were compared to median income levels 
with and without the Park Impact Fee amortized over a typical thirty-year time frame.  In 2005, 
(the latest available comparable data), the average value of a home in Lisbon was $296,600 and 
the estimated monthly mortgage costs was $1,528.  Median household income in 2005 was 
estimated at $60,860.   
 
For purposes of this analysis, affordability is defined as spending no more than 30% of gross 
income on housing.  Thus, for housing to be affordable, median household income would need 
to be a minimum of $61,120, ($1,528 *12/30%).  This is very close to the estimated median 
household income.   
 
When the impact fee of ($692) is factored in, the monthly housing cost is increased by ($3.80), 
less than one-fourth of one percent of the monthly housing cost and not likely to effect buying 
decisions or housing affordability in Lisbon. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Chapter 3 Streets and Highways 

 

3.01 DAMAGE TO STREETS. No person shall damage or deface any street, highway, 
sidewalk, public way, park or other public property, or any post, wire, lamp, street sign, traffic 
sign, tree, grass, vegetation, gutter, drain, manhole or any other appurtenance thereon, 
except as may be authorized by the Town Board. 

3.02 ENCROACHMENTS ON STREETS.  

a. No person shall erect or maintain any structure or thing on, over or under any street, 
highway, sidewalk or public way except by permit from the own Board. Application for 
such a permit shall describe the nature of the encroachment in such detail as the 
Board may require. The Board in its discretion may issue or deny the permit, and may 
impose any conditions to such permit it deems appropriate. 

b. Any encroachment on any street, highway, sidewalk or public way shall be maintained 
so that it does not endanger or obstruct the public. 

c. Any encroachment maintained in violation of this section is declared a nuisance and 
may be abated by the Town. 

3.03 OBSTRUCTING STREETS.  

No person shall obstruct or endanger the free passage or proper use of the public of any 
street, highway, park or public place, except building materials or merchandise as permitted 
under this chapter, or as may be permitted by the Town Board. 

3.04 DEBRIS IN THE STREET.  

No person shall litter or deposit any foreign matter on any street, highway, sidewalk, park or 
public place unless permitted to do so by the Town Board. 

3.05 PROTECTION OF WORK IN STREETS.  

 Any person laying, or making an excavation in, or doing any work in any street, highway, 
sidewalk or other public place shall maintain suitable barricades to prevent injury to any 
person or vehicle by reason of the work. Suitable lights shall protect barricades at night. Any 
defect in any pavement shall be barricaded to prevent injury. Any person maintaining any 
opening or excavation in any such place shall guard such opening or excavation while the 
same remains open, by proper barricades and lights. No person shall interfere with or disturb 
any barricades or lights lawfully placed to protect any new pavement or excavation or opening 
in any street, highway or sidewalk. 

3.06 ADVERTISING ON STREETS.  

No person shall paint or post any signs or bills on any trees, poles or other structures in any 
street, highway, or on the surface of any street, highway, sidewalk or public way. This 
includes the entire right of way. 
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3.07 CONSTRUCTION OF TOWN HIGHWAYS:  

a) The subdivider or owner desiring to construct a Town highway shall:   

1) First submit profiles and obtain approvals of the established grades on all 
proposed highways from the Town Engineer, Road Superintendent and Town 
Board prior to proceeding with any grading operations. The Town Engineer, Road 
Superintendent and Town Board shall determine the maximum and minimum 
grades established and the maximum and minimum slope in any cut, or cuts, to be 
made in connection with the construction of any Town highway, and the type and 
character and amount of fill necessary for the construction of any such highway, 
before any grading operations shall be commenced. All highway grades shall 
conform to the Town Subdivision regulations unless specific site conditions warrant 
a variance based on the recommendation of the Town Engineer or Road 
Superintendent and approved by the Town Board. 

2) Install minimum fifteen (15) inch diameter (or equivalent arch size) in the 
proposed Town highway unless the Town Board or Town Engineer shall otherwise 
determine that a larger culvert shall be installed. The diameter of any culvert shall 
be determined by the Town Board and the Town engineer at the time of the 
approval of the established grade for any such Town highway. Culverts crossing 
streets shall be a minimum length of forty-four (44) feet and shall have metal end 
sections, unless otherwise specified by the Town Engineer and the Town Board. 
Culverts shall be of corrugated metal or reinforced concrete culvert pipe as 
determined by the Town Engineer and the Town Board. 

3) Establish a minimum of sixty-six (66) feet in right of way width. 

4) Establish the center of the roadbed on the centerline of the land dedicated for 
road purposes. The grade of said roadbed shall conform to the approved profiles. 

b) Minor Streets. 

 Minor streets shall be constructed in accordance with the typical street cross-section plan 
on file in the office of the Town Clerk, and such construction shall be as follows: 

1) Subgrade Preparation.  

A) Remove all unstable material (such as topsoil, mucky soil and peat) to the 
approved subgrade or below, as site conditions warrant. If the subgrade 
material is questionable, it shall be excavated and replaced with crushed No. 3 
limestone or other suitable fill material as directed by the Town Engineer. 

B) Rock shall be excavated to a point at least twenty (20) inches below finished 
grade of roads and eight (8) inches below ditch grades. Undrained pockets in 
the rock shall be drained before the base material is installed.
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C) The road ditches shall be constructed as per the typical cross-section plan on 
file in the office of the Town Clerk except that deeper and/or wider ditches may 
be required depending on the area of the contributing watershed. 

D) When grading operations are completed on any town street, and prior to the 
placement of any gravel, the Town Engineer and Streets & Road 
Superintendent shall be notified five (5) working days in advance to inspect the 
roadbed and determine if ready for gravel. The roadbed shall then be proof 
rolled to detect any areas of insufficient compaction. Proof rolling shall be 
accomplished by making a minimum of two complete passes with a fully loaded 
tandem axle dump truck or approved equivalent (minimum of 60,000 LBS 
GVW). Areas of failure shall be excavated and recompacted. Areas which 
deflect, pump or roll during the proof roll shall be deemed as failed. Failed 
areas shall be marked by the Town Engineer and Road Superintendent on the 
road subgrade. Said failed areas shall be required to be retested in the 
presence of the Town Engineer or Road Superintendent. 

2) Base Material.  

A) Road subgrade shall be surfaced with five (5) inches of compacted 1½ inch 
limestone T.B. The base shall consist of a dense compacted base course 
composed of one or more courses or layers of coarse aggregate of crushed 
stone, fine aggregate and binder or filler blended as necessary to produce an 
intimate mixture of the required gradation and stability, with the specifications 
and in reasonably close conformity with the lines, grades, thicknesses and 
typical Town cross section. 

B) Aggregates furnished for the work shall conform to the quality and gradation 
requirements hereinafter set forth. The engineer reserves the right to prohibit 
the use of crushed stone from limestone deposits having thinly bedded strata 
or strata of a shaley nature. When aggregates are procured from pits or 
quarries, the contractor shall comply with the pertinent requirements set forth 
in these specifications: 

Los Angeles Abrasion of Coarse Aggregate . . . . . . . . .T 96 

Specific Gravity and Absorption of Fine Aggregate . .. .T 84 

Specific Gravity and Absorption of Coarse Aggregate. .T 85* 

Soundness of Aggregate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T 104 

*As revised by the Department's Method T 85-1. 

Methods and standards set by the laboratory will be used to determine the 
acceptability of aggregates relative to excessive quantities of loam, shale, thin 
and elongated pieces, organic and other deleterious matter.
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Field evaluation or laboratory test will be used to determine the acceptability 
of aggregate relative to excessive quantities of clay lumps. The second 
application shall be five (5) inches of compacted ¾ inch limestone T.B. or ¾ 
inch crushed gravel (Division of Highways Gradation #2). If additional gravel is 
required in the judgment of Streets & the Town Board or Town Engineer to 
stabilize the road, the same shall be furnished and installed to the satisfaction 
of the Town Board and the Town Engineer before acceptance, at no cost to 
the Town of Lisbon. 

C) If gradation tests are necessary for acceptance of the road surfacing material 
by the Town Board and the Town Engineer, such testing shall be done at the 
developer’s expense. 

D) The contractor shall use the proper steel drum rollers to insure proper 
compaction. The road base shall be watered and compacted to 95% modified 
Proctor. A proof roll of the base course shall be performed after completion of 
road base. Any failures shall be marked by the Town Engineer and Road 
Superintendent, removed, replaced and recompacted at the developer’s 
expense. 

3) Road Surface.  

A) A 3 ¼-inch thick bituminous concrete gradation No. 2 Wisconsin State Highway 
Commission specifications shall then be applied. 

B) The bituminous materials used shall be asphalt type AC having a penetration 
grade of 85-100 degrees F. 

C) Bituminous materials for the base course shall be four percent to six percent of 
the composite mix unless otherwise specified by the Town Board and the Town 
Engineer. 

1) No paving shall occur on frozen subgrade or when the 
temperature measured at 3.0 feet above the ground at the site is less 
than 40ºF. 

 Binder mix shall be spread at a temperature between 230°F and 
325°F and surface mixture at a temperature between 250°F and 350ºF 
or at the recommended mix design temperature. At no time shall the 
temperature fall below 180ºF before the bituminous is rolled. When the 
air temperature is below 50ºF, the binder mix shall be spread at a 
minimum temperature of 250ºF. 

 All material shall be machine laid except in areas that are 
inaccessible to machine spreaders. The contractor shall maintain a 
constant cross slope and shall string line either the center joint or edge 
of pavement.
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 Where the contractor paves across a structure or in areas of 
curb and gutter, the contractor shall spread the mixture so that the 
finished asphalt surface is about 1/4 inch higher than the edges of the 
structures. 

Asphalt cement shall be type AC, Penetration 85-100 or Viscosity 
graded AC-10. Asphalt cement shall meet or exceed the following 
specifications. 

Penetration Grade – at 77°F. 

Test        Penetration 
Grade 

Penetration 100g, 5 Sec.   120 + 50 85-100 

Flash point, COC, F(c) min.   425(219)      450(232) 

Solubility in trichloroethylene   99  99 

Percent minimum 

Tests on residue from Thin-Film Oven Test 

Loss on heating, percent maximum  1.3  1.0 

Penetration, percent of original, 

Minimum     46  50 

Ductility, 77°F (25ºC) 

5 cm per min. cm. min.   100  75 

Viscosity graded at 140ºF (60ºC) 

Test      Viscosity Grade 

      AC-5  AC-10 

Viscosity, 140ºF (60º) poises   50±100 1000±200 

Viscosity, 275°F (135°C) CS   175  250 

Penetration, 77°F, 100 gm 5 sec. min. 140  80 

Solubility in trichloroethylene 

percent minimum    99  99 

Test on residue from Thin-Film oven test 

Loss on heating, percent   1.3  1.0 
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Viscosity, 77ºF (60ºC) poises, max.  2000  4000 

Ductility, 77°F (25ºC) 5 cm   100  75 

Immediately after the binder or surface course has been placed, it shall 
be compacted thoroughly and uniformly by rolling in conformance with 
Section 405.5.11 of the Standard Specifications. In all places 
inaccessible to the roller, compaction shall be done with a mechanical 
tamping machine. 

The rolling shall continue until the bituminous course has obtained a 
density not less than the percent indicated on Table 407.5.5.5 of the 
Supplemental Specifications. 

 2) The first shoulder application, as shown on the Town’s typical 
cross-section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk, shall then be 
applied, compacted in place. The material should consist of ¾ inch 
limestone T.B. or ¾ inch R.A.P. (Recycled Asphalt Product). 

3) Surface Course.  After a minimum of one year and a maximum 
time of two years, unless specified earlier by the Town Board and the 
Town Engineer, from the completion of the above concrete base course 
installation, the developer shall thoroughly clean the existing blacktop 
surface and prime with MC-O at 0.1 gallon per square yard. Roads shall 
first be inspected by the Town Engineer and Road Superintendent. Any 
defects in the surface or subgrade must be corrected before resurfacing 
at no cost to the Town. A 1 ¾-inch thick bituminous concrete surface 
course, gradation No. 4 shall then be installed per Wisconsin State 
Highway Commission specifications. Bituminous material for this course 
shall be five percent to eight percent of the composite mix unless 
otherwise specified by the Town Board and the Town Engineer. 

4) The final shoulder application as shown on the Town’s typical 
cross-section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk shall then be 
applied, and compacted in place. The shoulder material shall consist of 
¾ inch maximum size crushed limestone Traffic Bound material or ¾ 
inch R.A.P. (Recycled Asphalt Product) as specified by the Town Board 
and the Town Engineer. 

4) Specifications and Maintenance. 

A) All of the above work shall be in accordance with the Wisconsin State 
Highway Commission specifications, latest edition. 

B) Maintenance of the streets constructed by the developer shall be his 
responsibility, including the two-year duration between the pavement 
applications, until the Town Board and the Town Engineer have given final 
acceptance. 
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C) Major and Collector Streets. Major and collector streets shall have a 24 
foot wide Bituminous Concrete surface consisting of a 3 ½ inch base course 
(placed in two lifts) and a 1 ½ inch surface course with 1.0 foot wide shoulders 
on either side sloped as per the Town’s typical cross-section plan on file in the 
office of the Town Clerk. The ten (10) inch thick base material shall extend 
below both ten (10) foot shoulders. Road ditch side slopes shall be as per the 
town’s typical cross-section plan on file in the office of the Town Clerk. All 
materials shall conform to this section. 

1) Acceptance of Town Streets. Streets will not be accepted by the Town 
before May 1st or after November 1st. 

a) Before final acceptance of any Town street, the owner or 
developer must furnish sufficient proof to the Town, as the Town Board 
may require, that all costs for the street construction have been paid for 
by said owner or developer. 

 b) Payment for Improvement. The developer or owner shall pay 
the Town for all engineering work, road inspections, street signs, 
culvert posts, and guardrails, as required by the Town within said 
subdivision. Such street signs, culvert posts, and guardrails shall be 
obtained and placed by the Town, and the cost of such installation shall 
be paid by the subdivider. 

2) Grades. Prior to the request for street inspection for acceptance by the 
Town, the subdivider shall furnish the Town Engineer a written certification 
from the subdivider’s engineers that the streets conform to the location and 
grades indicated on the approved street construction plans, which have 
been approved. 

3) Cul-de-sacs. On dead-end streets a turn around or cul-de-sac of not 
less than 120 feet in diameter right-of-way shall be provided and surfaced 
to a 45 foot radius. Temporary cul-de-sacs should be to a width determined 
by the Town Board, Highway Superintendent and the Town Engineer. 
When land developed adjoins a temporary cul-de-sac, it shall be the 
responsibility of the developer of such adjoining lands to remove the 
temporary cul-de-sac realign the existing ditches and restore lawn areas to 
obtain a continuous roadway. 

4) Slopes, Ditches and Shoulders. All slopes shall be seeded before the 
road is accepted. All slopes, ditches, roadway and shoulders shall be placed 
in such a manner as the Town Board and the Town Engineer shall direct to 
prevent washing out of the same. The shoulder shall be 3 feet wide on 
each side of the paved portion of the highway per approved cross section 
or such other width as the Town Board shall determine. In the event that 
the grade of any proposed Town highway shall be such that it may be 
subject to washing out by rainfall or surface water drainage, in the opinion 
of the Town Board and 
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Town Engineer, the Town Board may require that the gutters and side 
slopes be sodded, or in lieu of sod the Town Board may require rip-rap to 
be placed to prevent such washing out. 

Generally the following guide will be implemented. 

a) Slopes from 0.5% to 3.0% seed and mulch. 

b) Slopes from 3.0% to 5.0% seed and erosion mat. 

c) Slopes from 5.0% to 7.0% erosion blanket. 

d) Slopes greater than 7.0% sod and erosion mat. 

e) Slopes greater than 10% (approval by Town Board required) 
sod and rip-rap stilling areas. 

5) Surety Bond. The developer shall execute a surety bond or letter of 
credit to the Town Board in an amount to be determined by the Town 
Board and the Town Engineer in a form to be approved by the Town 
Attorney. Such surety bond or letter of credit shall guarantee that the 
developer or owner shall pay all costs and expenses for the construction 
and maintenance of the streets, gutters, side slopes and shoulders thereof, 
and such bond or letter of credit shall remain in full force and effect until 
released by the Town Board. Reductions in surety shall be made based on 
construction completed and the Town Engineers recommendation. Said 
surety to be in effect until final acceptance of the roadways by the Town. 

3.08 OPENING IN STREETS AND HIGHWAYS.  

a) Permit:  No person, corporation, or municipal corporation shall excavate or open any 
public street or highway within the Town of Lisbon or cause the same to be done without 
first obtaining a permit therefore from the Town of Lisbon. There shall be two types of 
permits: 

1) For installations generally paralleling or crossing a public street right-of-way, 
including service laterals which enter or cross the traveled portion of any public street, 
application shall be made in writing and filed with the Town Clerk for consideration by 
the Town Board. The Building Inspector shall be paid a fee for inspection of service 
laterals entering the traveled portion or crossing any public street right-of-way by the 
Town as determined by the Town Board. 

2) For installation of service laterals not entering or crossing the traveled portion 
of any public street, application shall be made to the Building Inspector. 

Fees in amounts as determined by resolution of the Town Board shall be charged for 
the respective permits as above described in subsection 3.08(A)(1) and shall be 
deposited by the applicant with the Town Clerk at the time the application for such 
permit is made. Fees in amounts as determined by resolution of the Town Board shall 
be charged for the respective permits as above described in subsection 3.08(A)(2) and 
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shall be deposited by the applicant with the Building Inspector at the time application 
for such permits are made. 

b) Form of Application:  Every such application for a permit shall describe the streets or 
highways upon which the proposed openings or excavations are to be made and shall 
locate the proposed openings or excavations on such streets or highways. The application 
shall further show the length, width and depth of the proposed openings or excavations in 
the public streets or highways and shall state the purpose for which such openings or 
excavations are made. An application shall also give the following information, and other 
such information as may be required: 

1) The name of the applicant; 

2) The address of the applicant; 

3) The estimated dates that work will commence and be completed; 

() Signature of applicant or authorized representative agreeing to conform to all 
the provisions, rules and regulations of the Town, pertaining to the work or purpose 
for which the permit is requested. 

3) Town Work Excluded. The provisions of this section will not apply to excavation 
work under the direction of the Town and by Town employees or contractors 
performing work under contract with the town necessitating openings or excavations 
in streets or other public ways, which openings or excavations shall be regulated by 
contract between the Town and the contractor. 

4) Emergency Excavations Authorized. In the event of an emergency, any person, 
corporation or municipal corporation controlling any sewer, water main, conduit or 
other utility in and under any street, and his agents or employees may take immediate 
proper emergency measures to remedy dangerous conditions for the protection of life, 
property, health or safety without obtaining a permit as provided herein, provided that 
such person or corporation or municipal corporation shall apply for a permit required 
under this section no later than the end of the next succeeding business day, and shall 
not make any permanent repairs without first obtaining a permit pursuant to the 
provisions herein. 

5) Conditions of Permit:  Any permit issued by the Town pursuant to this section 
is subject to the following terms and conditions: 

A) Tunneling and Boring. All excavations in the paved portion of any street 
or highway in the Town shall be done by tunneling or boring methods so that 
the paved portion of any street or highway will not be disturbed. For purposes 
of this provision, a paved street or highway shall include concrete pavement, 
bituminous surfacing and any other street or highway upon which a permanent 
surface exists. If the Town Board determines that any unusual condition exist 
which would make it impractical to excavate by tunneling or boring methods at 
any location upon any public street or highway within the Town, the Board 
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may waive the requirement for tunneling or boring at such location. All 
excavation material from tunneling or trenching adjacent to the paved portion 
of any street or highway or otherwise, must be placed where it will cause a 
minimal inconvenience to the public. 

B) Maintenance of Streets After Completion. Any person, corporation or 
municipal corporation obtaining a permit as herein provided shall be required 
to maintain and repair that portion of any public street or highway in the Town 
whereon such excavation or opening is made for a period of one (1) year from 
the date that excavation or opening is closed except that such time may be 
extended by the Town Board if the excavation or opening has not become 
stabilized within the period of one year from the date of the opening, and shall 
keep and maintain the highway or public street whereon such opening was 
made. In the event that such repairs are not made as herein provided, the 
Town Board shall order the same made by the person, corporation or municipal 
corporation obtaining a permit herein provided upon 5 days written notice. In 
the vent that such repairs are not made as herein provided, the Town Board 
shall cause the repairs to be made and charge the expense thereof to the 
person, corporation or municipal corporation obtaining the permit. 

C) Protection of the Public. Every person, corporation or municipal 
corporation opening any public street or highway within the Town will 
barricade the same in accordance with the applicable portion of the current 
“Wisconsin Manual of Traffic Control Devices.”  All reasonable and necessary 
precautions shall be taken to protect the public from accident or damage to 
persons or property from the beginning to the end of the work. The person, 
corporation or municipal corporation obtaining the permit will be held 
responsible for all damages that may result from his or its negligence in 
opening the public street or highway and in performing the work incidental 
thereto, including any claims for damages resulting from his or its negligence in 
failing to maintain the disturbed portion of the public street or highway for a 
period of one year from the date the opening is closed, except that such time 
may be extended by the Town Board if the excavation or opening has not 
become stabilized within the period of one year from the date of the opening 
to the satisfaction of the Town Board. The person, corporation or municipal 
corporation obtaining the permit shall also be liable to the Town for it’s costs 
and expenses in defending any action brought against it for damages for 
damages, and costs of any appeal that may result therefrom including any 
claim for damage that may result to the Town by reason of failure to keep the 
public street or highway in repair as herein provided. 

D) The person, corporation or municipal corporation obtaining the permit 
shall not be liable or otherwise responsible for indemnifying, protecting or 
holding the Town of Lisbon harmless from and against its own acts and 
omissions and the consequences thereof.
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(E) Bond:  Before a permit is granted, the applicant therefore shall execute 
to the Town of Lisbon and deliver to the Town Clerk at the time the application 
for such permit is filed, a bond or undertaking in the sum of $5,000.00 or other 
such sum as the Town Board may determine with surety or sureties to be 
approved by the Town Board, conditioned that he will perform faithfully all 
work with due care and skill, in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
this section, and will save the Town of Lisbon harmless from all liability for all 
damages, costs and expenses and claims of any nature or kind arising out of 
the unskillfulness or negligence in connection with causing the excavation or 
opening to be made in any public highway or street in the Town in accordance 
with the permit granted by the Town Board. Such bond or undertaking shall 
remain in force and effect until released by the Town Board. No bond or 
undertaking shall be required from any municipality or public utility. 

F) Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, no permits 
shall be issued pursuant to this section except where issuance of the permit 
has been approved by the Director of Public Works Department, or his 
designee. 

G) Notwithstanding any provision contained herein to the contrary, no 
permit shall be issued for the opening of any public street or highway unless 
the applicant submits a cash or surety bond in the amount of $2,500.00, or 
such other amount as may be required by the Town Board, which bond shall 
remain in effect for a period of not less than two years from the date of 
issuance, or until the road has been restored to the same condition as existed 
prior to the issuance of the permit, whichever occurs earlier.
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Attach Ordinance. 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 13 

SIGNS 

13.01 PURPOSE 

(a) To regulate the size, type, construction standard, maintenance and placement of signs situated 
within the boundaries of the Town of Lisbon, Wisconsin. 

(b) To promote the public health, safety, welfare and comfort of the general public by: 

(1) Reducing distractions and obstructions from signs which would adversely affect traffic 
safety, and alleviate hazards caused by signs projecting over or encroaching upon the 
public right-of-way; 

(2) Discouraging excessive visual competition in signage and ensuring that signs aid 
orientation and adequately identify uses and activities to the public; and 

(3) Preserving or enhancing the natural beauty and unique physical characteristics of the 
Town of Lisbon as a community in which to live and work by requiring new and 
replacement signage which is: 

(A) Harmonious with the building and surrounding neighborhood aesthetics, and other 
signs in the area; 

(B) Appropriate to the type of activity to which it pertains; 

(C) Expressive of the Town's identity in a manner which will not diminish property 
values; and 

(D) Complementary to the Town's architectural character and unobtrusive commercial 
developments. 

13.02 SCOPE OF REGULATIONS 

Except as otherwise noted herein, the regulations of this ordinance shall govern all outdoor signs, advertising 
structures or devices with respect to location, safety, size, construction standard, erection, attachment, support, 
lighting, anchorage, maintenance, appearance, and aesthetics. 

13.03 DEFINITIONS 

When used in this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the specific meaning as hereinafter 
defined and any words or phrases not listed shall have the meaning defined by the zoning code of the Town of 
Lisbon: 

Abandoned sign: A sign which no longer correctly advertises a bonafide business, lessor, owner, 
product or activity conducted, or product available on the premises where the sign is displayed, or a sign 
for which the applicable fees have not been paid or which has not been maintained which is hazardous.  

Advertising Vehicles – (Prohibited): Any vehicle or trailer on a public right-of-way property or on 
private properties so as to be seen from a public right-of-way, which has attached thereto or located 
thereon any sign or advertising device for the basic purpose of providing advertisement of products or 
directing people to a business activity located on the same or nearby property or any other premises. 

Animation: A background playback image.  Speed shall not exceed 30 logo frames per second. 

Approved Combustible Materials: Wood, combustible plastics, or other rigid material impervious to 
water. 
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Approved Combustible Plastics: Only those combustible plastic materials which when tested in 
accordance with the Standard Method of Testing for Flammability of Plastics (A.S.T.M.) over 0.050 inch 
in thickness, D635 (Latest Revision), burn no faster than 2.5 inches per minute in sheets of 0.060 inch 
thickness. 

Area: Measurement of sign area shall be calculated as the sum of the area within the smallest regular 
polygon that will encompass all elements of the actual sign face including any writing, representation, 
emblem or any figure or similar character together with any material forming an integral part of the 
display or forming the backing surface or background on which the message or symbols are displayed. 

(a) For a sign painted on or applied to a building, the area shall be considered to include all 
lettering, wording and accompanying designs or symbols, together with any background 
of a different color than the natural color, or finish material, of the building. 

(b) The area of supporting framework (for example brackets, posts, etc.) shall not be included 
in the area calculation if such framework is incidental to the display, is unobtrusive, and 
is an integral part of the sign. 

(c) When a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in 
determining the area, except where two faces are placed back to back and are at no point 
more than two (2) feet from each other.  In such case, the sign area shall be taken as the 
area of the largest face of a two (2) face sign, or the sum of the two (2) largest faces of 
a four (4) face sign.  This exception shall not apply to any sign with more than four (4) 
faces. 

Banner: A sign intended to be hung either with or without a frame, and which possesses characters, 
letters, illustrations, or ornamentation's applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of any kind. 

Base Setback Line:  The edge of the established ultimate street right-of-way. 

Beacon: A stationary or revolving single or multi-colored light which flashes or projects illumination in 
any manner, which is intended to attract or divert attention. 

Bulletin Board: A sign not to exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area located on the premises of a 
charitable, religious, educational, institutional, or public body, for purposes of announcing events held 
on the premises.  The Town of Lisbon Official bulletin boards may be located off-site. 

Canopy Sign: A sign that is attached to, or made of, an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or 
structural protective cover located over a door, entrance, window or outdoor service or recreation area. 

Changeable Message Sign: A sign such as a manual, electronic or electric controlled sign, message 
center or reader board, whether electronic, electric or manual, where copy changes.   Changeable 
message signs prohibited in residential zoned districts.  Time and temperature signs less than 4 square 
feet shall be considered incidental to the changeable message sign and sign area. 

Construction Sign: A sign identifying individuals, companies, or agencies involved in the design, 
construction, wrecking, financing, or development of a building/lot, and/or identifying the future use of 
a building/lot. 

Directional Sign: A sign for the purpose of directing the public to a commercial establishment off the 
main traveled way, or to service clubs, churches, schools or other non-profit organizations.  Also, signs 
used solely to indicate ingress and egress at driveway locations, which contain no advertising material, 
and which do not exceed three (3) square feet in area, or extend higher than four feet above the mean 
centerline street grade, or adjacent site grade. 
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Directory Sign: A sign that indicates the name of the occupant(s) or tenant(s) located on the premises, 
and which is less than twenty (20) square feet in area. 

Display Surface: The surface made available on the sign, either for the direct mounting of letters and 
decorations, or for the mounting of facing material intended to carry the entire advertising message. 

Double Faced Sign: A sign with copy on two parallel faces that are back to back, facing opposite 
directions. 

External Illumination: Illumination of a sign by an exterior light source. 

Facing: The surface of the sign or billboard upon, against, or through which the message of the sign or 
billboard is displayed, or transferred. 

Flashing Sign: A sign whose illumination is not kept at a constant intensity when in use, and/or which 
exhibits changes in light, color, direction, animation, wording or text.  Illuminated signs that indicate the 
date, time, and temperature will not be considered flashing signs it the remainder of the sign is kept at 
a constant intensity. 

Freestanding Sign: A sign that is attached to, or made part of, a completely self-supporting structure 
other than a building.  The supporting structure shall be set firmly in, upon, or below the ground surface 
and shall not be attached to any building. 

Grade: The existing, preconstruction elevation at the base of a freestanding sign, or bottom edge of a 
building nearest a sign in the case of a wall or projecting sign. 

Ground Sign: A sign erected on one or more free-standing supports or uprights and not attached to 
any building.  The area of a ground sign is the total area of sign. 

Height: The height of all freestanding signs shall be the distance between the existing preconstruction 
grade at the base of the sign and the highest point on the sign or supporting structure. 

Illuminated Sign: A sign which is illuminated by an artificial light source; whether internal or external 
a light source whose primary purpose is to display or draw attention to said sign. 

Internal Illumination: Illumination of a sign in which the source of light is contained within the sign 
itself. 

Legal Non-Conforming Sign: A sign that did meet code regulations when it was originally installed 
prior to the adoption of this ordinance. 

Letters and Decorations: The letters, illustrations, symbols, figures, insignia, logo and other media 
employed to express and/or illustrate the message or a sign. 

Lot: A designated parcel, tract or area of land established by plat, subdivision, or as otherwise permitted 
by law. 

Lot Line: A line of record bounding a lot which divides one lot from another lot, or from a public or 
private street, or any other public space. 

Marquee: A permanent, roof-like structure, extending from part of the wall of a building but not 
individually supported by the ground, which is constructed of durable material such as metal or glass. 

Marquee Sign: A sign attached to, painted on, or supported by a marquee that has its copy manually 
changed to reflect changes in venue on the premises. 
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Neon or Other Gas Tube Illumination: Illumination from a light source consisting of a neon or other 
gas tube which forms letters, symbols or other shapes. 

Nonconforming Sign: A sign which existed prior to the effective date of the adoption of this chapter 
which does not conform to the terms of this chapter. 

Offset: The regulated minimum horizontal distance a structure must be from a side or rear lot line. 

Off-premises Sign: A sign that advertises goods, products, facilities or services that are not located on 
the premises where the sign is located, or a sign that directs persons to a location other than where the 
sign is located. 

On-premises Sign: A sign that advertises, calls attention to, or identifies an occupant, business or 
property situated on the same lot as the sign. 

Pole sign (prohibited):  An elevated sign affixed to a cylindrical or square support embedded in the 
soil. 

Portable Sign: A sign not permanently affixed to the ground, a building, or other structure, which may 
be moved from place to place. 

Projecting Sign: A sign, that is normally double-faced, which is affixed or attached directly to the 
exterior wall of a building or structure that extends more than ten (10) inches from the exterior wall of 
the building or structure. 

Real Estate Sign: A sign that is used to offer for sale, lease, or rent the premises upon which such sign 
is placed. 

Right-of-Way (street): The area dedicated for public access and use, including the street or alley, 
parkway and sidewalk areas between property lines. 

Roof Sign: A sign or billboard which is located on, or projects above, the lowest point of the eaves or 
the top of the parapet wall of a building, or which is painted on or fastened to a roof. 

Setback: The regulated minimum horizontal distance a structure must be from the base setback line. 

Shopping Center: A planned/coordinated grouping of architecturally unified commercial 
establishments, built on the same site and managed as one operating unit, offering for sale goods such 
as food, drugs, hardware and personal services. 

Sign: A display of lettering, logos, colors, lights, illuminated neon tubes, and supporting structure visible 
to the public from outside of a building or from a traveled way, which either conveys a message to public, 
or intends to advertise, direct, invite, announce or draw attention to goods, products, services, facilities, 
persons, property, interest or business either on the lot or on any other premises. 

Sign Code Administrator (SCA): The Town of Lisbon Plan Commission. 

Sign Structure: Any device or material which supports, has supported, or is capable of supporting a 
sign in a stationary position, including decorative covers. 

Street: A public or private right-of-way that is used to carry pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

Temporary Sign: A sign intended to be used for a period of no more than thirty (30) days unless 
otherwise specified herein. 
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Trim: The moldings, battens, capping, nailing strips, latticing and platforms attached to any sign or 
billboard structure. 

Wall Sign: A sign or billboard affixed to the exterior wall of a building that extends ten (10) or less 
inches from the exterior wall of the building, including signs that are painted directly on the wall itself. 

Warning Sign: A sign that is devoid of advertising material, whose purpose is to warn the public of the 
existence of, or potential for, danger. 

Window Sign: A sign attached to, placed upon, or painted on a window or door of a building that is 
intended for viewing from the exterior of such building.  

13.04 PERMITS 

(a) Authority 

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, repair, alter, relocate or possess any sign or other 
advertising structure as defined in this chapter without first obtaining a sign permit from the Town 
of Lisbon and paying the fees required by this chapter.  In addition, all illuminated signs are 
subject to the provisions of the Electrical and Building Codes, and the permit fees required 
thereunder. 

(b) Application for Permit 

Application for a sign permit shall be made to the Town of Lisbon, and shall contain, or have 
attached thereto, the following information: 

   (1) Name, address, and telephone number of the applicant.   

(2) Name, address, and telephone number of the person, firm, corporation, or 
association proposing to erect the sign. 

(3) Written consent of the owner of the building, structure, or land to which, or upon 
which, the sign is to be affixed, or erected. 

(4) A scale drawing of the proposed sign indicating the dimensions, materials to be 
used, color scheme, type of illumination, if any, and the methods of construction 
and attachment. 

(5) A scale drawing indicating the location, position and orientation of the proposed 
sign in relation to nearby buildings, structures, and lot lines, said drawing shall 
clearly indicate the setback and offset to the sign foundation. 

Sign Permit Applications shall be filed with the SCA, who shall review the application for its 
completeness and accuracy, and approve or deny, in writing, the application within thirty (30) 
days of receipt unless the time is extended by written agreement between the applicant and the 
SCA.  A sign permit shall become null and void if work authorized under the permit has not been 
completed within twelve (12) months of the date of issuance. 
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(c) Issuance of Permits 

(1) It shall be the duty of the SCA, upon the filing of an application for a sign permit, to 
examine such plans, specifications, and other data needed to determine compliance with 
the requirements of this ordinance. 

(2) After examining the Sign Permit Application, the SCA shall take one of the following 
actions: 

(a) Deny the application, stating the reasons therewith, if the proposed sign is not in 
compliance with the requirements of this ordinance. 

(b) Put the permit on hold, pending receipt of additional information or clarification 
from the applicant. 

(c) Issue a permit, stating any conditions or stipulations upon which the approval is 
based. 

13.05 FEES 

(a) Application Fees 

(1) An application for a sign permit shall be filed with the SCA along with a non-refundable 
application review fee for each individual sign permit application.  In addition to the 
application review fee, a separate sign permit fee shall be submitted with the application 
in accordance with the adopted fee schedule for the following sign types.  Fees shall be 
set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time. 

(A) Wall and Window Signs 

(B) Projecting Signs 

(C) Ground/Monument Signs 

(D) Changeable Message Sign 

 (b) Supplemental Fees 

If the Town must remove or repair a permitted sign by reason of danger to the public, such as 
obstruction of traffic, a fee equal to 110 % of the Town's incurred cost shall be charged to the 
sign owner. 

(c) Refundable Fees 

(1) If a sign permit application is denied by the SCA, the sign permit fee shall be refunded to 
the applicant, and included with the denial letter therewith. 

(2) Payment and acceptance of the application review fee does not guarantee that a sign 
permit will be issued by the SCA. 

13.06 REVOCATION OF PERMITS 

The SCA is hereby authorized and empowered to revoke any sign permit upon determination that the sign 
authorized by the permit has been constructed or is being maintained in violation of the permit or the provisions 
of this chapter. 
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13.07 PROHIBITED SIGNS 

The following types of signs are prohibited in the Town of Lisbon: 

(a) Prohibited Signs 

(1) Roof signs. 

(2) Signs placed on, or affixed to, vehicles and/or trailers which are parked on public right-
of-way, public property, or private property so as to be visible from a public right-of-
way where the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct people to a business 
or activity.  This does not apply to signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and trailers, 
such as lettering on motor vehicles, where the sign is incidental to the primary use of 
the vehicle or trailer. 

(3) Signs that are attached or otherwise affixed to rocks, trees or other living vegetation. 

(4) Signs that imitate, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or can be confused with any 
authorized traffic control sign, signal, or other devise. 

(5) Continuously flashing or rotating signs (do not remain stationary for a minimum of 3 
seconds).  Signs containing moving parts and signs containing reflective elements that 
sparkle or twinkle in the sunlight.  Signs indicating the current time and/or temperature 
may be permitted provided they meet all other provisions of this ordinance, subject to 
approval of the SCA. 

(6) A-frame, sandwich board, sidewalk, or curb signs, except as a temporary sign, as may 
be provided for in Section 13.08 of this ordinance. 

(7) Banners, pennants, streamers, balloons, and other gas-filled figures, except as a 
temporary sign, as may be provided for in Section 13.08 of this ordinance. 

(8) Billboards and off-premises signs, except Town-approved temporary off-premises signs 
used to identify local businesses during road construction. 

(9) Any sign advertising or identifying a business or organization which is either defunct, 
or no longer located on the premises, shall be removed within thirty (30) days of 
receiving written notice to do so from the SCA. 

(10) Portable and wheeled signs. 

(11) Signs or other advertising painted directly on walls, unless specifically approved by the 
SCA. 

(12) Inflatable signs and tethered balloons. 

(13) Signs, erected at or near the intersection of streets, that obstruct free and clear vision; 
that, by reason of the position, shape, or color, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or 
be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device; or which makes use of 
the words "STOP", "LOOK", "DANGER" or any other work, phrase, symbol, or character 
in such manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse the public. 

13.08 EXEMPTIONS 

The following outdoor signs, advertising structures or devices shall be exempted from the permit process outlined 
in Section 13.04 (i.e., Permits) of this ordinance: 

(a) Exemptions 
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(1) One wall sign, not to exceed six (6) square feet in size, maintained by the owner or 
occupant of a residential building for the purpose of displaying the name of the owner, 
resident, or legal home occupation contained therein.  Home occupation signs shall not 
be illuminated. 

(2) Bulletin boards not over fifteen (15) square feet in size for public, charitable or religious 
organizations when the same are located on the premises of said institution.  Such signs 
shall be subject to the location, lighting and landscaping standards set forth in Sections 
21.09 – 21.11 of this ordinance, and shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height. 

(3) Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, and date of erection when cut into any 
masonry surface or when constructed of bronze of other non-combustible materials grave 
markers, statutory, or other remembrances of persons or events that are non-commercial 
in nature. 

(4) Traffic signs, legal notices, railroad crossing signs, danger and such temporary emergency 
or non-advertising signs, as may be erected for the public safety. 

(5) Non-illuminated signs painted on canopies, awnings and marquees indicating only the 
name, street number, and/or tenant name.  Such signs shall not exceed an aggregate 
gross surface area of four (4) square feet per display with individual letters not exceeding 
six (6) inches in height. 

(6) One sign not to exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area, identifying farm operations on 
parcels of land containing not less than twenty (20) acres. 

(7) United States and/or State of Wisconsin flags that do not pose a safety hazard. 

(8) Special, decorative, Town-owned displays or signs that are located in the public right-of-
way on a temporary basis. 

(9) Town-authorized and constructed directional signs for any single business, organization 
or event, provided such signs do not exceed three (3) square feet in area, or four (4) feet 
in height, and are temporary in nature. 

(10) Signs which are located within the interior of any building, and which are not readily visible 
from the exterior of the building. 

(11) Yard sale signs, provided that they are not attached to utility poles, meter posts, trees, or 
other public utility in or along any street right-of-way within the Town, and that they are 
not attached to any building, wall fence, or other property of another person without 
having first obtained the prior written consent of the owner of such property.  The 
maximum time limit for all yard sale or estate sale signs is three (3) consecutive days, and 
nine (9) cumulative days in a one-year period.  Such signs shall not exceed ten (10) square 
feet in area. 

(12) Grand opening and special event signs/banners may be allowed subject to the SCA's 
approval of the sign or display size, location, length of use, and appearance. 

(13) In Business, Commercial and Industrial Districts one non-advertising sign per service door 
or overhead door shall be allowed.  The sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet in area.  
Sign shall be located at or below eight (8) feet from adjacent ground elevation.  Said 
exempt signs shall not be visible from abutting right-of-way lines or residential property 
lines. 
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The following temporary signs shall also be exempted from Section 21.04 (i.e., Permits) of this ordinance, subject 
to the associated conditions: 

(b) Real Estate Signs 

(1) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) temporary real estate sign for each lot 
being advertised for sale or rent, except where a lot abuts two (2) or more streets, in 
which case one (1) "for sale" sign may be allowed for each abutting street frontage. 

(2) Residential Areas: In residential areas, temporary "for sale" or "for rent" real estate signs 
shall not exceed 12 square feet in gross surface area. 

(3) Non-Residential Areas: In non-residential and multi-family (four-plex and greater) 
residential areas, temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall not exceed 25 square feet in 
gross surface area and temporary "for lease" or "for rent" real estate signs shall not exceed 
12 square feet in gross surface area. 

(4) Location: Temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall be located only upon the premises 
for sale, and shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from an abutting property line, road 
right-of-way, or driveway.  Temporary "for lease" or "for rent" real estate signs shall be 
attractively designed and located on the existing business's freestanding sign approval 
unless approval to do otherwise has been granted by the SCA. 

(5) Height: Temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall not project higher than seven (7) feet 
as measured from preconstruction grade at the base of the sign.  Temporary "for lease" 
or "for rent” real estate signs shall not project higher than the existing business's 
freestanding sign. 

(6) Special Conditions: Temporary real estate signs shall be removed within seven (7) days 
of the sale or lease of the premises upon which the sign is located. 

(c) Construction Signs 

(1) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) temporary construction sign for each 
project or development, except that where a project or development abuts two (2) or 
more streets, one (1) sign may be allowed for each abutting street frontage. 

(2) Residential Areas: In residential areas, temporary construction signs shall not exceed 
twenty-five (25) square feet in gross surface area.  Nonresidential Areas: In nonresidential 
areas, temporary construction signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in gross surface 
area. 

(3) Locations: Temporary construction signs shall be located only upon the premises upon 
which construction is about to occur or is occurring.  Such signs shall be setback/offset a 
minimum of ten (10) feet from an abutting property line, road right-of-way, or driveway. 

(4) Height: Temporary construction signs shall not project higher than seven (7) feet, as 
measured from pre-construction grade at the base of the sign. 
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(5) Special Conditions: Temporary construction signs shall be permitted only as accessory to 
an approved building permit for the purpose of identifying a proposed construction project 
and the names of contractors, engineers, architects, and financial institutions involved in 
the project's development.  Temporary construction signs may be erected and maintained 
for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days prior to the commencement of construction, 
and shall be removed within thirty (30) days of the termination of construction as 
determined by the SCA. 

(d) Political Campaign Signs 

The Town Board of the Town of Lisbon declares the following legislative intent regarding the 
subject of political campaign signs: 

(1) The display of political signs shall be limited to a period of thirty (30) days immediately 
preceding the primary, general or special election to which they pertain. 

(2) The sign area of a political campaign sign displayed in other than residential or agricultural 
zoning districts shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  The sign area of such signs 
displayed in residential or agricultural zoning districts shall not exceed six (6) square feet.  
In any zoning district, such signs may be freestanding and shall not exceed six (6) feet in 
height. 

(3) Political campaign signs shall not be displayed on any building or structure that is owned, 
operated or maintained by any public agency, or on any Town owned post or traffic control 
device, or on any pole, post or appurtenance owned or operated by a utility.  Such signs 
shall be located only on private property with the landowner's consent. 

(4) The candidate, entity or property owner responsible for the erection or distribution of any 
such signs shall be jointly and severally liable for the removal of them within ten (10) days 
after the primary, general, or special election to which they pertain.  Noncompliance will 
subject such responsible candidate or entity to a forfeiture of $25.00 per sign.  If such 
signs are not removed within the prescribed period, the SCA reserves the right to remove 
them. 

13.09 ILLUMINATION STANDARDS 

(a) Standards 

(1) In addition to complying with the provisions of this ordinance, all signs in which electrical 
wiring and connections are to be used shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the 
Town Electrical Code.  No person may erect a sign with exposed electrical cords and wires. 

(2)  The use of unshielded lighting, including exposed incandescent light bulbs hung or strung 
on poles, wires or any other type of support intended to illuminate a sign or other 
advertising device is expressly prohibited. 

(3) No sign, except permitted changeable message signs, shall be illuminated, either internally 
or externally, between the hours of 11 p.m. and sunrise unless the premises on which it 
is located is open for business during that time.  Signs located in residential districts shall 
not be illuminated between the hours of 9 p.m. and sunrise. 

(4) All sign lighting shall be so designed, located, shielded or hooded so as to prevent the 
casting of glare or direct light upon adjacent roadways, surrounding properties, or into 
the sky. 
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13.10 LANDSCAPING STANDARDS 

(a) Standards 

(1)   In the case of a ground-/monument sign or freestanding signs, a landscape area shall 
extend a minimum of five (5) feet from the base of the sign in all directions. 

(2) Where any sign is proposed to be externally illuminated using ground mounted fixtures 
(i.e. floodlight), landscape plantings shall be installed in such a manner as to entirely 
shield the light source from the surrounding view.  Landscape plantings shall be of the 
type as will ensure effective yearlong screening. 

13.11 LOCATION STANDARDS 

(a) Standards 

(1) No sign or sign supporting structure shall be setback/offset less than 10 feet from an 
abutting lot line, right-of-way line or driveway edge. 

(2) Placement of all signs shall be subject to the vision setback regulations as put forth in the 
Town of Lisbon Zoning Code. 

 (3) No nonresidential sign shall be located closer than 50 feet to an abutting residential zone 
unless specifically approved by the Planning Commission. 

13.12 PERMITTED SIGNS 

(a) Multiple-Family Residential Uses 

(1) Name and address signs of buildings containing four (4) or more residential units shall be 
allowed subject to the following: 

(A) Type: Development/project identification and building address signs. 

(B) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) freestanding identification sign for 
each development/project and one (1) wall mounted building address sign for each 
building. 

(C) Area: Building address signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in gross surface 
area.  Development/project signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in 
size. 

(D) Location: Development/project identification signs shall not be located closer than 
ten (10) feet to a property line, right-of-way line, or driveway edge. 

(E) Height: Freestanding signs shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height as measured 
from pre-construction grade at the base of the sign. 

(b) Subdivision Identification Signs 

(1) A permanent sign used to designate a residential subdivision entrance may be permitted 
subject to the following criteria: 

 (A) Type: Subdivision identification signs shall be ground/monument signs. 

(B) Number: There shall not be more than two (2) subdivision identification signs for 
each point of vehicular access to the subdivision. 
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(C) Area: Subdivision identification signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet nor be any 
smaller than thirty-two (32) square feet in area per sign. 

(D) Location: Subdivision identification signs shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet to 
a property line, right-of-way line or driveway edge. 

(E) Height: Subdivision identification signs shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height as 
measured from the sign pre-construction grade at the base of the sign. 

(F) If the Subdivision sign is to be located within an Entrance Island Area, the entrance island 
shall be a minimum of 20 feet wide and a minimum of 50 feet in length.  The Subdivision 
sign shall not be located any closer than 5 feet to the side island right-of-way lines nor 
closer to the connector street than the vision corner easement. 

(c) Business and Institutional Uses 

(1) Business and institutional uses shall be permitted one (1) wall sign per building tenant, 
and one (1) freestanding ground sign per principal building or one (1) projecting sign per 
building tenant subject to the rest of this section. 

(2) Wall Signs. 

(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) wall sign per building tenant. 

(B) Area: The gross surface area of a wall sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet 
or 85% of the tenant's lineal façade frontage, whichever is less.  The wall sign 
shall not be located any closer than 4 feet to the tenant’s wall line.  This 4 feet 
clear zone shall apply to each end of the wall sign.  Therefore multi-tenant facades 
will have eight (8) feet of clear zone between tenant wall signs. 

(C) Location: A wall sign may be located on the outermost wall of the principal 
building, but shall not project more than ten (10) inches from the wall to which 
the sign is to be affixed. 

(D) Height: A wall sign shall not project higher than the parapet line of the wall to 
which the sign is to be affixed. 

(3) Freestanding Ground/Monument Sign 

(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) freestanding ground/monument sign 
for each principal building. 

(B) Area: The gross surface area of a ground sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square 
feet of area. 

(C) Location: A ground sign may not be located closer than ten (10) feet to a property 
line, right-of-way line, or driveway edge. 

(D) Height: A ground sign shall not project higher than twenty (20) feet, as measured 
from post-construction grade at the base of the sign. 
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(4) Projecting Signs. 

(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) projecting sign per building tenant. 

(B) Area: The gross surface area of a projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) 
square feet. 

(C) Height: The minimum clearance to grade shall be eight (8) feet as measured from 
the lowest part of the sign.  The maximum height shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet 
above the grade immediately below the projecting sign. 

(5)  Changeable Message Signs. 

(A) For a sign to meet the definition of a changeable message sign all of the following 
must be complied to: 

(B) Messages must be static for a minimum of three (3) seconds. 

(C) No flashing, blinking or, change of intensity of the light. 

(D) All frames and/or messages changes should be instant but never longer than one 
second. 

(E) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) scrolling message sign per property. 

(F) Area: The surface area of a scrolling message sign shall not exceed 32 square feet 
(per side). 

(G) Location: A scrolling message sign shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet to 
a property line, right-of-way line or driveway edge, and shall be located at least 
one hundred fifty feet (150) from another scrolling message sign. 

(H) Brightness: The scrolling message sign shall not exceed an additional 0.5 foot 
candles of the ambient light level.  Said brightness shall be measured at the 
nearest point to the travelling public or designated pedestrian route.  Scrolling 
message sign shall be equipped with photo cell or computer driven software to 
control light level during operating period. 

(I) Scrolling message sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet in height.  Height shall 
be measured from the post developed ground elevation to the top of the scrolling 
message text. 

(J) Scrolling message sign shall not be located within four hundred (400) feet of a 
residential zoned property.  Upon the written appeal of the 400 feet setback 
regulation, the Plan Commission acting as the Sign Code Administrator may 
consider a setback reduction.  A super majority vote of the Plan Commission shall 
be required to approve a setback reduction.  In no case shall the setback be 
reduced to less than 100 feet. 

(K) Scrolling message sign may at the discretion of the SCA be illuminated on a 
continuous basis.  The SCA will consider the sign location, the makeup of the 
surrounding neighborhood and the appropriateness of the messages displayed 
when making its determination. 
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(L) Scrolling message signs shall not face the long axis of the sign at residential zoned 
property. 

(6) Awning Signs. 

Awning signs which are four (4) square feet or less in gross surface area are exempt from 
the provisions of this ordinance. 

(7) Window Signs. 

Each business tenant shall be allowed to display a window sign that does not exceed 30% 
of the window area.  Blinking, flashing, strobe or other light animation shall not be allowed. 

(8) Changeable Letter Signs. 

Changeable letter signs may be allowed with SCA approval. 

(9) Special Conditions. 

All signs on a lot shall exhibit uniformity in design, color(s), size, material(s), lighting, etc., 
and shall be so located as to prevent visual distraction and competition among signs. 

13.13 EXISTING SIGNS 

(a) Existing Signs 

(1) Existing signs which become nonconforming upon adoption of this ordinance shall not be 
reconstructed, remodeled, relocated or altered in any way unless such action will make 
the sign conforming in all respects with this ordinance (note: normal maintenance is 
permitted). 

(2) A nonconforming sign or sign structure which is damaged may be restored only after the 
owner has shown that the damage did not exceed fifty (50) percent of the appraised value 
of the sign.  If such sign or sign structure is destroyed, or damaged to an extent exceeding 
fifty (50) percent of the appraised sign value, it shall be removed and shall not be 
reconstructed or replaced unless such action makes the sign and sign structure 
conforming, in all respects, to the sign code.  If restoration of a damaged sign is not 
completed within three (3) months of the date damage occurred, such sign shall be 
removed or replaced in a manner as will conform with all specifications of this ordinance. 

(3) At such time as the owner of a building or lot, on which a nonconforming sign(s) is located, 
requests Planning Commission approval for any change to the use, building, or lot, the 
Planning Commission may require that such nonconforming sign(s) be removed or made 
to conform with this ordinance as a condition of building or site approval. 
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13.14 DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND ERECTION STANDARDS 

(a) Structure Design 

(1) Wind pressure. All signs shall be designed, constructed, erected and maintained to safely 
withstand wind pressure as specified by Wisconsin State Statute and applicable 
administrative code. 

(2) The design, construction and erection of all signs shall be by a competent professional in 
the sign design and construction industry. 

(3) Wall signs attached to the exterior of a building shall be anchored or attached in such a 
manner as to ensure its stability and safety. 

(b) Aesthetic Design 

The sign's design shall fulfill the purpose cited in Section 13.01 (i.e., Purpose) and reflect the 
quality and character of signs exemplified in the Town's Sign Code supplement entitled "Town of 
Lisbon Sign Code Portfolio". 

13.15 MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF SIGNS 

(a) The Town may cause any sign or other advertising structure that is, in their opinion, an immediate 
peril to persons or property, to be removed summarily and without notice.  The owner of a sign 
shall keep it in good repair which includes restoring, repainting or replacement of a worn or 
damaged legally existing sign to its original condition; and shall maintain the premises on which 
the sign is erected in a clean, sanitary and inoffensive condition, free and clear of obnoxious 
substances, rubbish, weeds and grass. 

(b) Appearance Requirements 

(1) The owner of a sign as defined and regulated by this ordinance shall be required to 
properly maintain the appearance of all parts and supports of their sign as directed by 
the Town. 

(2) In the event that a sign owner does not provide proper sign maintenance within ten 
(10) days of receiving written notice to do so from the Town, the sign may be removed 
as provided in Section 13.15(c) of this ordinance. 

(c) Removal of Certain Signs And Billboards 

(1) Any sign or billboard now or hereafter existing which no longer advertises a bonafide 
business or product, or which is dilapidated, in disrepair, unsafe, insecure, or has been 
constructed, erected or maintained in violation of the provisions of this ordinance, shall 
be taken down and removed by the owner, agent, or person having the beneficial use of 
the building or land upon which said sign may be found.  If, within ten (10) days of 
receiving written notification from the Town, the sign owner fails to comply with such 
notice, the Town may remove such sign.  Any expense incurred thereto shall be paid by 
the owner of the building or land to which such sign is attached.  In the event such cost 
and expenses are not paid within thirty (30) days from the date of billing, then the costs 
and expenses incurred for such removal may be assessed against the real estate upon 
which said sign is located and collected as other taxes are collected on said real estate. 
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(2) Any sign that is constructed without a valid permit shall be removed promptly, unless a 
proper permit is obtained within five (5) days of receiving written notice of the illegal sign.  
In the event that the owner of such sign is not issued a permit, or fails to remove said 
sign in a prompt manner, the Town may remove such sign.  Any expense incurred thereto 
shall be paid by the owner of the building or land to which said sign is attached.  In the 
event such cost and expenses are not paid within ten (10) days from the date of billing, 
then the costs and expenses incurred for such removal may be assessed against the real 
estate upon which said sign is located, and collected as other taxes are collected on said 
real estate. 

(3) In the event that the owner of an illegal sign cannot be ascertained by the Town, then 
notice as indicated in Section 13.15(c)(3) shall be given to the owner of the real estate 
upon which the sign is located.  In the event that the owner of the real estate is not issued 
a proper permit, or does not remove the sign within ten (10) days of receiving written 
notice to do so, the Town of Lisbon may remove said sign.  Any expense incurred thereto 
shall be paid by the owner of the building or land to which said sign is attached.  In the 
event such cost and expenses are not paid within thirty (30) days from the date of billing, 
then the costs and expenses incurred for such removal may be assessed against the real 
estate upon which such sign is located, and collected as other taxes are collected on said 
real estate. 

(4) The cost of removing or relocating signs located in the road right-of-way at a time when 
the road is proposed to be, or is being, widened, shall be removed or relocated at sign 
owner's expense. 

13.16 APPEALS 

The Planning Commission may, in its judgment, waive or modify the provisions of this chapter where it would 
further the public interest and uphold the purpose of this ordinance as put forth in Section 13.01 (i.e., Purpose).  
Such waiver or modification may be based on, among other things, site specific hardships such as topographic 
aberrations, traffic safety, and visual encumbrances [note: The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not have authority 
or jurisdiction over the provisions of the Sign Code].  Individual waivers that are based on a certain set of 
circumstances, at a particular point in time, shall not be misconstrued as setting precedence for allowing a 
similar, or nearly similar, sign waiver at a future date, even if identical circumstances exist. 

13.17 PENALTY & ENFORCEMENT 

Any person, firm, company or corporation that knowingly violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply 
with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to a forfeiture of 
not less than ten ($10) dollars nor more than two hundred ($200) dollars for each offense, together with the 
costs of the action.  Default of the payment may result in imprisonment.  Each day that a violation exists shall 
constitute a separate violation, and shall be punishable as such. 
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13.18 SEVERABILITY 

If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this chapter is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this chapter shall not be affected thereby.  If an application of this 
chapter to a particular sign or structure is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such judgment shall not be applicable to any other sign or structure not specifically included in said 
judgment. 

13.19 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance shall be effective after adoption by the Town Board, and publication and posting as provided by 
law. 
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CHAPTER 14 

MOBILE HOMES AND MOBILE HOME PARKS 

14.01 DEFINITIONS. Whenever used in this ordinance unless a different meaning appears from the 
context: 

(a) Mobile Home.  A unit designed to be towed or transported and used as a residential dwelling, 
but does not include such units used primarily for camping, touring, or recreational purposes. 
Refer to HSS 177.03(5). For purposes of this ordinance, mobile home shall mean nondependent 
mobile home. 

(b) Mobile Home Park.  Any plot or plots of ground upon which 2 or more units, occupies for 
dwelling or sleeping purposes are located, regardless of whether or not a charge is made for 
such accommodation.  

(c) Nondependent Mobile Home.  A mobile home equipped with complete bath and toilet facilities, 
all furniture, cooking, heating, appliances and complete year round facilities. 

 (d) Park. Mobile home park. 

 (e) Person.  Any natural individual, firm trust, partnership association or corporation. 

(f) Space.  A plot of ground within a mobile home park, designed for the accommodation of one 
mobile home unit with a minimum of 5,000 square feet in area with a width of not less than 50 
feet except as hereafter further restricted. 

 (g) Unit.  A mobile home unit. 

14.02 LOCATION OUTSIDE PARKS 

(a) Except as provided in this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to park any mobile home 
on any street, alley, highway or town road or other public place, or on any tract of land owned 
by any person, within the Town of Lisbon 

(b) Emergency or temporary stopping or parking is permitted on any street, alley, highway or town 
road for not longer than one hour subject to any other and further prohibitions, regulations or 
limitations imposed by the traffic and parking regulations or ordinances for that street, alley, 
highway or town road. 

(c) No person shall park or occupy any mobile home on any premises which is situated outside an 
approved mobile home park, without first obtaining a special permit as provided in sub. (3) 
below. The parking of only one unoccupied mobile home in an accessory private garage 
building or in a rear yard is permitted providing no living quarters shall be maintained or any 
business conducted in said mobile home while such mobile home is so parked or stored. 

(d) This ordinance shall not apply to any mobile home occupied by person within the Town of 
Lisbon but outside a mobile home park prior to January 1, 2000. However, if the ownership of 
said mobile home changed after January 1, 2000, all of the provisions of this chapter shall 
apply. 

14.03  PERMIT FOR LOCATION OUTSIDE OF MOBILE HOME PARK. 

(a) The Building Inspector may issue special written permits allowing the location and occupancy of 
a mobile home outside of a mobile home park for a period not to exceed six (6) months. The 
permit shall be granted only upon written consent of the owner, legal agent of the owner of the 
lessee of the location for which the permit is granted. Not more than one (1) mobile home shall 
be permitted to locate on any one (1) premises outside of a mobile home park. 

(b) Application for the permit shall be made to the town and shall state the name and permanent 
addresses of the occupants of the mobile home, the license number of their mobile home and 
towing vehicle, place of last stay, intended purpose of stay at requested location, whether the 
occupants are nonresident tourists, whether any occupant is employed in this state; the exact 
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location of the premises, the name of the owner and the occupant of any dwelling on the 
premises and permission to locate; a statement of the nature and location of sanitary facilities 
and the permissions of the occupant of the dwelling house for their use; and a statement that 
all wastes from mobile home occupancy will be disposed of in a sanitary manner. Application for 
location on a vacant lot or a parcel of land shall be accompanied by a statement of the nature 
and location of sanitary facilities, which must include a safe water supply and a toilet within 200 
feet of the proposed location of the mobile home; and a statement of permission from the 
owner for their use. 

(c) All occupants of any mobile home located outside of a mobile home park shall register with the 
Town Clerk as provided by state regulation. All provisions of this chapter and of state 
regulations governing the location, use and sanitation of mobile home located in a licensed 
mobile home park shall so far as they are applicable, apply to any mobile home located outside 
of such mobile home park. 

14.04 LIMITATIONS ON NUMBERS OF PARKS AND MOBILE HOME SPACES WITHIN PARKS; 
PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING. 

(a) Any person may apply to the Town for a license to establish a new park, or to expand an 
existing park. The Town may grant the license or request for expansion if said application is in 
conformity with the provisions of this chapter and that the applicant can demonstrate that the 
new or expanded park will not adversely impact current school costs and traffic patterns 

(b) Review:  A decision of the Town made pursuant to sub. (1)(a) above, shall be subject to review 
pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 68, Wis. Stats. 

14.05  LICENSE FOR MOBILE HOME PARK; APPLICATION AND RENEWAL: 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to establish, operate or expand a mobile home park upon 
any property owned, leased, or controlled by him within the Town of Lisbon, without having 
first obtained a license for each such park from the Town Board. 

(b) A license shall expire one year from the date of issuance, but may be renewed under the 
provisions of this chapter for additional one-year periods upon affirmative showing of the 
applicant that they are in compliance with provisions of this chapter. 

(c) The license is not transferable without prior approval of the Town Board and a transfer fee 
which shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time.   

(d) The application for such license or the renewal thereof shall include a surety bond in the sum of 
Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000). Said bond shall guarantee the collection by the licensee of the 
monthly parking permit fee provided for in this chapter, and the payment of such fees to the 
Town Treasurer. The bond shall also guarantee payment by the licensee of any fine or 
forfeiture including legal costs imposed upon or levied against said licensee for a violation of 
this chapter. All payments for violations of this chapter must be paid before a license is granted 
or renewed. 
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(e) The application for such license or the renewal thereof shall be filed with the Town Clerk and 
shall be accompanied by a fee which fee shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board 
from time to time  for each space in the existing or proposed park and shall further include the 
name and address of the applicant, the name and address of the owner in fee of the parcel 
upon which the park is located (if the fee is vested is some person other than the applicant, a 
verified statement by that person the applicant is authorized by him to construct or maintain a 
mobile home park thereon and to apply for the license is required) and the location and legal 
description of the premises upon which the mobile home park is to be or is located. The 
application or renewal shall be accompanied by two (2) copies of a park plan, with the 
following: 

(1) For new applications, a scale drawing showing the areas of the mobile home 
park used for park, playground and/or recreational purposes; roadways and 
driveways; location of spaces for units; location of all storm sewers, sanitary 
sewers, water supply lines, laterals and connections, fire hydrants (if any), 
electric lines, telephone lines, TV antenna lines and cable TV lines, all of which 
shall be underground; 

(2) A method for warning residents of tornadoes or other severe weather 
emergencies and advising residents of appropriate tornado or severe weather 
emergency procedures. Said procedures shall be posted in a prominent place in 
the park’s office or administrative building and a copy shall be provided to each 
unit existing in the park and thereafter to any resident entering into a lease or a 
renewal of a lease with the park owners; 

(3) A method of sewerage disposal to insure all wastewater from units and other 
buildings within the park shall be discharged into a sewerage system approved 
by the Town Building Inspector in accordance with the Town Building code and 
any rules and regulations of the Department of Natural Resources and the 
Department of Commerce. Every space designed to service a mobile home shall 
be provided with sewer connections, which shall comply with the State Plumbing 
Code. In existing parks, a letter shall be required from the DNR that the 
wastewater treatment plant serving the park has adequate capacity for the 
number of spaces and population of the park and that it is operating in 
compliance with its permit, or if overloaded or not in compliance, that the park 
wastewater treatment plant will comply with the provisions of its permit within a 
reasonable time. No disposal from any other source other than the mobile home 
park units and other buildings located within the mobile home park shall be 
allowed; 

(4) Method for water supply to insure a minimum of 125 gallons per day of pure 
water for drinking and domestic purposes for each space. The water supply 
system shall be adequate to maintain 20 pounds per square inch of pressure 
throughout the system at all times except when the system is used for fire 
fighting or during times of maintenance; 

(5) Lighting of units and public areas, including walkways and roads; 

(6) Provision of electric service of at least 100 amperes capacity to each unit. Such 
service shall be equipped with an externally operated switch, fuse box or circuit 
breaker. Each unit shall have both 110 and 220 volt service available; 
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(7) Two (2) off-street parking spaces per unit for all spaces, (excepting three (3) 
spaces located in Willow Springs Mobile Home Court); 

(8) Screening in the form of shrubs or trees along public roadways or boundary lines 
where necessary for the protection of aesthetic values; 

(9) For any space created after 1980, a minimum setback of any unit or structure of 
at least 40 feet from any exterior boundary line; 

(10) For new applications, proof of financing in the form of a letter from a lender or 
proof of financial responsibility, if financing is not required, in the form of a letter 
from an adequate credit reference; 

(11) Detailed rules and regulations; 

(12) Proposed rules and standard form of lease agreements, which shall comply with 
Wisconsin statutes and the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(f) Inspection: No mobile home park license or renewal thereof, or permit for location outside of a 
licensed mobile home park, shall be issued until the Town Board, or its authorized agents, have 
inspected the premises on which the park or expansion hereof will be or is located to insure 
compliance with this chapter. For the purpose of making inspections and securing enforcement, 
the Town Board or its authorized agents shall have the right and are hereby empowered to 
enter on any premises on which a mobile home is located, or about to be located, and to 
inspect the same and all accommodations connected therewith at any reasonable time. 

(g)   Upon receipt of application and supporting data as required by this chapter, the Town Board 
may consider whether said application conforms with the following factors: 

(1) The zoning district in which proposed Mobile Home Park will be located. 

(2)  Suitability of the land for the proposed use. 

(3)  Density and setback requirements as defined herein. 

(4)  Whether the location will cause or create any problems to surrounding landowners or to 
the Township as far as general health, pollution, noise, depletion of underground water 
sources, aesthetic values, and adequacy of public roads to carry the increased load of 
traffic. 

(5)  Whether the proper state and local health, sanitation, fire, building, and education 
agencies have been consulted or should be consulted before a decision by the Board. 

(6)  Whether the application, plans, rules and supporting materials as submitted are in 
complete compliance with this chapter and the intent of the Township in adopting the 
same. 

(7)  Whether the plans contain suitable and sufficient open areas within the park for the 
common, recreational use by the residents of the park. 

(8)  Whether the application, plans, rules and supporting materials as submitted indicate that 
the park complies with the requirements of applicable county ordinances and state 
statutes, rules, orders or administrative codes. 

(9)  Whether the mobile home park is located on a well-drained area, is properly graded, 
and prevents the accumulation of storm or other waters.  
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14.06 DENSITY, OFFSET AND ROAD REQUIREMENTS 

(a)   There shall be no more than eight (8) spaces per acre of land. The area occupied by service 
buildings, recreation areas and roads shall be deleted from the gross total area before 
computing the number of spaces. 

(b)   Side lot requirements of the Waukesha County Zoning Ordinance shall apply to individual mobile 
home spaces, except that where the width of mobile home exceeds 12 feet, side yard shall 
increase two (2) feet for each foot over 12 foot width. 

(c)   The mobile home park shall be so arranged that all spaces shall face or abut on a park road. 
The right-of-way of all park roads shall be not less than 33 feet in width. The traveled portion 
on a one way park road shall be not less than 16 feet. The traveled portion shall be no less than 
24 feet of a two way park road. Such park roads shall give easy access from all units to a public 
street or highway and shall be paved and maintained in good condition, having natural 
drainage, be well lighted at night and shall not become town roads. If deemed necessary by the 
Town to provide for adequate fire protection and emergency medical services and to promote 
orderly traffic flow and prevent traffic congestion and hazards, the Town may require that a 
park provide two (2) or more separate entrances/exits to public streets or highways with two-
way park roads.  

14.07 MANAGEMENT   

(a) In every mobile home park there shall be located an office of the attendant or person in charge 
of said park. A copy of the park license and of this chapter shall be posted therein and the 
register of all park residents shall at all times be kept in said office. 

 (b) It is hereby made the duty of the attendant or person in charge together with the licensee, to: 

(1) Keep a register of all park tenants or residents, to be open at all times to inspection by 
state and federal officers and by the Town, which shall include for all tenants or 
residents: 

(A) Names and addresses 

(B) State of legal residence 

(C) Dates of entrance and departure of each mobile home. 

(D) Make model, year and serial number of each mobile home. 

(2) Maintain the park in a clean, orderly and sanitary condition at all times. 

(3) Insure that the provisions of this chapter are complied with and enforced and report 
promptly to the proper authorities any violations of law, which may come to their 
attention. 

(4) Maintain a protection system as may be required by the Town and State. 

(5) Prohibit the lighting of open fire on designated spaces. 

(6) Contact the Building, Electrical and Plumbing Inspectors and Town Assessor at least one 
(1) week prior to the installation of a new mobile home, replacement of a mobile home 
with another unit or when an addition to a mobile home is constructed. 

(7) Supervise the placement of each mobile home on its stand, which includes securing its 
stability and installing all utility connections and tie downs. Insure that wheels and axles 
shall remain with the mobile home. 
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(8) Provide for the sanitary and safe removal and disposal of all refuse and garbage. 
Removal and disposal of garbage and refuse shall be in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Wisconsin and the ordinances and regulations of the Town. 

(9) Maintain in good condition all pavements, outdoor lighting, electrical wiring and all other 
utility connections with the park. 

(10) Maintain in good condition trees, bushes, and other landscaping within the park and trim 
if interfering with wires, utilities or impinging upon access to mobile homes by 
emergency vehicles. 

(11) Insure that sheds are not placed within ten (10) feet of the mobile home, or within five 
(5) feet if constructed with a firewall. 

(12) Notify park occupants of their duties and responsibilities under this ordinance. 

(13) Provide each unit with an address number to be affixed to the mobile home. Said 
numbers shall be 2 ¼ “wide by 3 ½ “high. The assigned address numbers shall be black 
on white or a reflective background and be installed at a place clearly visible from a 
traveled roadway. 

14.08 APPLICABILITY OF PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL AND BUILDING ORDINANCES. 

All plumbing, electrical, building and other work done on or at any park licensed under this section shall be in 
accordance with the ordinances of the Town of Lisbon and the requirements of the State Plumbing, Electrical 
and Building codes promulgated by the Department of Industry, Labor and human Relations, and the 
regulations of the Department of Natural Resources. Licenses and permits granted no right to erect or repair 
any structure, to do any plumbing work or to do any electrical work. 

14.09 PARKING FEE 

There is hereby imposed on each owner or operator of a mobile home park licensed herein for each occupied 
space a monthly parking permit fee as set forth in sec. 66.058, Wis. Stats. (1997-98) which is part of rent. Any 
future amendments, revisions, or modifications of sec. 66.058 Wis. Stats. as incorporated herein are intended 
to be made part of this chapter. 

14.10 PERMISSION TO OCCUPY 

No individual site may be occupied by a tenant until construction on that site has been completed in 
accordance with the plans and specifications as approved by the Town Board and the required sewer, water, 
and utility service connections are available to that site so that a mobile home located thereon may and shall 
function as an independent mobile home unit. 

14.11 REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF LICENSES 

The Town Board may suspend or revoke any license or permit issued pursuant to the terms of this ordinance 
in accordance with the provisions of sec. 66.058(2), Wis. Stats. Any future amendments, revisions, or 
modifications of sec. 66.058(2) Wis. Stats. as incorporated herein are intended to be made part of this 
chapter. 

14.12 OCCUPANTS 

Responsibilities and duties of mobile home park mobile home park occupants shall comply with all applicable 
requirements of this chapter and regulations issued hereunder and shall maintain their mobile home space, its 
facilities and equipment in good repair and in a clean and sanitary condition. 

(a) Mobile home park occupants shall be responsible for proper placement of their mobile homes 
on the mobile home stand and proper installation of all utility connections in accordance with 
the instructions of the park management. The wheels and axles must remain with the home. 
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(b) No owner or person in charge of a dog, cat or other pet animal shall permit it to run at large or 
to cause any nuisance within the limits of any mobile home park. 

(c) Each owner or occupant of a mobile home within a mobile home park shall remit to the licensee 
or authorized park management the cash deposit and monthly parking permit fee required by 
this chapter. 

(d) It shall be the duty of every occupant of a park to give the park licensee or management, or his 
agent or employee, access to any part of such park or mobile home premises at reasonable 
times for the purpose of making repairs or alterations as are necessary to effect compliance 
with this chapter or any law or ordinance of the state or town of lawful regulation or order 
adopted thereunder. 

(e) Mobile homes shall be parked only on the mobile home stand provided and shall be placed 
thereon in accordance with all requirements of this chapter. 

(f) No mobile home owner or occupant shall conduct in any unit or any mobile home park any 
business or engage in any other activity, which would not be permitted in single-family 
residential districts in the town. 

(g) No person shall discharge any wastewater on the surface of the ground within any mobile home 
park. 

(h) Storage of flammable materials, such as wood, cloth, or plastics under mobile homes is 
prohibited. 

(i) No person shall erect upon any mobile home space, any permanent or temporary structure 
intended to be used for dwelling purposes or in connection with any mobile home unit except as 
specifically authorized by this chapter. 

14.13 DILAPIDATED MOBILE HOMES 

Wrecked, damaged or dilapidated mobile homes shall not be kept or stored in a mobile home park or upon any 
premises in the town. The Building Inspector shall determine if a mobile home is damaged or dilapidated to a 
point which makes it unfit for human occupancy. Such mobile homes are hereby declared to be a public 
nuisance. Whenever the Town so determines it shall notify the licensee or landowner and owner of the mobile 
home in writing that such public nuisance exists within the park or on lands owned by the licensee, giving the 
findings upon which the determination is based and shall order such home removed from the mobile home 
park or site, or repaired to a safe, sanitary and wholesome condition of occupancy within a reasonable time. 

14.14 ATTACHMENTS TO MOBILE HOMES 

(a) All mobile homes in mobile home parks shall be skirted unless the unit is placed within one (1) 
foot vertically of the stand with soil or other material complete closing such space from view 
and entry by rodents and vermin. Areas enclosed by such skirting shall be maintained free of 
rodents and fire hazards. 

(b)  No person shall construct, alter, or add to any structure, attachment or building in a mobile 
home park or on a mobile home space without a permit from the town. Construction on, or 
addition or alteration to the exterior of a mobile home shall be of the same type of construction 
and materials as the mobile home affected. This subsection shall not apply to addition of 
awnings, antennae or skirting to mobile homes. Accessory structures on mobile home spaces 
shall comply with all setback, side yard and rear yard requirements for mobile home units. 
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14.15 PENALTIES 

(a) The penalty for violation of any provision of this chapter shall be a forfeiture of between $50 
and $500 together with any appropriate court costs and fees. 

(b) Continuing violations. Each violation and each day a violation continues or occurs shall 
constitute a separate offense. Nothing in this code shall preclude the Town of Lisbon from 
maintaining any appropriate action to prevent or remove violation of any provision of this code. 

(c) Other remedies. The Town of Lisbon shall have any and all the remedies afforded by the 
Wisconsin Statutes or common law in addition to the forfeiture and costs of prosecution of the 
above. 
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CHAPTER 15 

PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS 
15.01 PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS 

No person shall construct, install or enlarge a residential swimming pool not enclosed in a permanent building 
in the town except in accordance with the regulations of this chapter. 

15.02 DEFINITION 

The term “private swimming pool” is defined as a receptacle for water, or an artificial pool of water, having a 
depth at any point of more than 18 inches, whether above or below the ground, used or intended to be used 
by the owner thereof, and his family and invited friends, for bathing or swimming, and includes all structures, 
appurtenances, equipment, appliances, and other facilities appurtenant thereto and intended for the operation 
and maintenance of a private swimming pool. Temporary pools less than 200 cubic feet in area and less than 
18 inches in water depth which are dismantled and removed for the winter are not included in this chapter. 

15.03 PERMIT 

No person shall construct, install, enlarge, or alter any private swimming pool unless permits have first been 
obtained from the Building and Electrical Inspectors. The pool building permit fee shall be set by resolution 
adopted by the Town Board from time to time.  The fee shall defer the cost of issuance of the permit and two 
(2) inspections to be conducted during the course of construction. In the event additional inspections are 
required, a fee shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time per additional 
inspection shall be assessed the permit applicant. Electrical fee is based on pool specifications. Application 
shall be on forms provided by the Building Inspector and shall be accompanied by plans drawn on a survey to 
scale showing pool dimensions, location of pool on lot an distance from lot lines; fencing based on attached 
model survey work sheet. The Building Inspector shall refer the application for any pool which he considers to 
be unsafe to the Plan Commission. The Commission shall have the authority to approve, deny, or impose 
appropriate changes or safeguards. Its decision shall be based upon the avoidance of a substantial adverse 
effect upon property values in the neighborhood. Fencing to be approved prior to issuance of the permit. 

15.04 CONSTRUCTION OF POOL 

 A private swimming pool shall be constructed in accordance with the following requirements. 

 (a) Distance required. 

All private swimming pools shall be constructed at the minimum setback and offset requirement 
for buildings located within the district where such swimming pool is located. 

(b) Area 

The area of the pool shall not exceed three percent (3%) of the area of the lot. 

(c) Location 

The pool shall not be nearer than ten (10) feet to any residence. 

(d) Sewer Connections. 

No direct connection shall be made to the sanitary sewer or septic system. 

(e) Disinfection 

Provisions shall be made for the disinfection of all pool water, No gaseous chlorination shall be 
permitted. 

(f) Areaways 

There shall be an unobstructed areaway at least three (3) feet wide and four (4) feet deep, as 
measured from the top of the pool, and as measured around the entire width of all above-
ground pools. In addition, there shall be a four (4) foot fence or similar restraining device 
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around all above-ground pools. Railings secured to the top of above-ground pools may serve as 
a part of the four foot fence or similar restraining device. 

(g) Mechanical Equipment 

Heating units, pumps, and filter equipment shall in no case be less than 20 feet from any 
property line. Requirements for heating units shall be equal to those required for residential 
installation. 

(h) Fill valves 

Any exterior hose bibs to be used in conjunction with the filling of any swimming pools shall 
have an anti-siphoning type valve. 

15.05 FENCES 

(a) Every private swimming pool shall be completely surrounded by a fence or wall not less than 
four (4) feet in height, but not to exceed six (6) feet in height, which shall be so constructed as 
to have openings, holes or gaps which would allow ease of access by unauthorized persons, 
except for doors or gates. Opening size between vertical rails of fence, gates or doors shall 
prevent passage of a sphere with a diameter larger than five (5) inches. All fences other than 
chain link fences to be constructed with vertical rails. No horizontal ladder type fences are 
allowed. All fences constructed on decks shall be built flush with outside of deck to prevent 
ledges to crawl, climb or walk on or over. Fence design and location shall be subject to approval 
by the Building Inspector prior to issuance of a permit. A dwelling house or accessory building 
may be used as part of such enclosure. All gates or doors opening through such enclosures 
shall be a minimum of four (4) feet in height and shall be equipped with an inside self-closing 
and self-latching devise for keeping the gate or door securely closed at all times when not in 
actual use, except that the door of any dwelling which forms a part of the enclosure need not 
be so equipped. The requirement of this paragraph shall be applicable to all private swimming 
pools, whether constructed before or with six (6) months after the effective of this chapter, 
other than indoor pools. 

(b) A temporary fence not less than 4 feet in height (snow fence, etc,) adequately supported can 
be used which said pool is under construction. A permanent fence must be constructed within 
30 days after water is in pool. 

(c) Above-ground pools with self-providing fencing to prevent unguarded entry will be allowed 
without separate additional fencing provided the self-provided fence is of minimum required 
height and design as heretofore specified in Section 14.05(f) and 15.05. Permanent access from 
grade to above-ground pools having stationary ladders, stairs, or ramps shall not have less than 
equal safeguard fencing and gates as are provided the pool proper. 

15.06 ELECTRICAL REGULATIONS. 

(a) All electrical installations provided for, installed, and used in conjunction with a private 
swimming pool shall be in conformance with the national, state, and local codes regulating 
electric installations. 

(b) No current carrying conductors shall cross private swimming pools, either overhead or 
underground, or within ten (10) feet of such pools as per Article 680-8 of the National Electrical 
Code. 

(c) All metal fences, enclosures or railings near or adjacent to swimming pools, which might 
become electrically alive as a result of broken overhead conductors or from any other cause 
shall be effectively grounded, as per Article 680-22 of the National Electrical Code. 
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15.07 LIGHTS 

If overhead flood or other artificial lights are used to illuminate a pool at night, such light shall be shielded to 
direct only light on the pool. 

15.08 NUISANCES 

No pool shall be so operated or maintained as to create a nuisance, an eyesore or otherwise to result in a 
substantial adverse effect on neighboring properties, or to be in any other way detrimental to the public 
health, safety and welfare. 

15.09 SANITATION 

A swimming pool and its appurtenant facilities shall be kept clean and in a sanitary condition. 
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CHAPTER 16 

FENCING 

16.01 FENCES, DECORATIVE WALLS AND SCREENING DEVICES 

(a) Fences, decorative walls and other screening devices, when anchored to supports imbedded in 
the ground, shall be considered permanent structures needing a building permit for their erection 
and subject to the following: 

 1. Location and Height of Structures: 

A. Except as provided herein, a fence or other structure may be erected, placed or 
maintained a minimum of two feet from a lot line, on residentially zoned property 
or adjacent thereto, to a height not exceeding six feet above the ground level. The 
structure should be located a minimum of two feet from the lot line to allow for 
maintenance. Where such a lot line is adjacent to a non-residentially zoned 
property, there shall be a ten-foot limit on the height of a fence along such lot line. 

B. Except as set forth on paragraph d., the height of such structure shall be the 
vertical distance measured from the top of the structure to the lot grade level, at 
the point of measurement, of the lot on which it is located. 

2. Security Fences: Security fences are permitted along property lines in all districts, except 
residential districts, but shall not exceed 10 feet in height and shall be of open type 
construction. 

3. Barbwire: Barbwire may be placed on top of security fences. The barbwire shall project 
inward toward the fenced property and shall be a minimum of 10 feet above the ground. 
Barbwire shall be no more than 2 feet in height from the top of the fence to the top of 
said barbwire. 

4. Vision Triangle: No such structure, excepting fences of 50% open construction, shall be 
permitted in the vision setback area if it exceeds a height of three feet above the elevation 
of the adjacent road pavement. 

5. Aesthetics: The finished aesthetic side of all fences shall be toward the adjacent 
properties. 

6. Anchorage to Ground: Structures shall be anchored to the ground in such a manner as 
approved by the Building Inspector. 

7. Prohibited Fences: 

A. No fence shall be constructed which conducts electricity or is designed to 
electrically shock except for agricultural uses. 

B. No barbwire fence, except as may be necessary for the purposes of confining 
livestock in connection with farming operations and on top of security fences, shall 
be constructed in any residentially developed area of the Town of Lisbon. 

8. Maintenance: All structures shall be maintained and kept safe and in a state of good repair 
as determined by the Plan Commission or Building Inspector. 
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(b) Penalty: Any person violating the terms of this provision shall be subject to a fine of not less than 
fifty dollars ($50.00), nor more than one hundred dollars ($100), together with costs and 
penalties as may be assessed by the court, for the first such occurrence, and a sum of not less 
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and not more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00), together 
with costs and penalties as may be assessed by the court, for any second or subsequent violation 
of this ordinance.  A second or subsequent violation means failure to remedy the violation within 
the time allotted by the Building Inspector or Plan Commission or a separate violation within six 
months of a previously issued violation. 
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CHAPTER 21 

JUNK AND JUNK DEALERS 
21.01 JUNK BUSINESS REGULATED  

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the junk business except in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

21.02 DEFINITIONS  

Terms used in this chapter mean as follows: 

Junk: Old iron, chain, brass, copper, tin, lead, other base metals, automobiles, trucks, trailers or any 
parts thereof to be junked or demolished, taken apart or destroyed for salvage materials, paper, waste 
paper, paper clippings, rags, rubber, glass or bottles, and all articles and things discarded as 
manufactured articles composed of or consisting of any one or more of the articles mentioned, 
including industrial metal or scrap or other material commonly included within the term junk. 

Junk business: The buying, selling, gathering, delivering or storing of junk. 

Junk dealer: A person who buys, sells, gathers, delivers or stores junk and maintains a yard or 
building therefore. 

Junk peddler: A person engaged in buying and gathering junk by means of a cart or other vehicle. 

21.03 LICENSE 

(a) Application 

No person shall operate a junk business without a license therefore. No license shall be granted 
unless the person desiring the same shall first have paid to the Town Clerk the fee hereinafter 
required and filed with the Town Clerk written application therefore, which shall be in duplicate 
and shall contain the following information on blanks provided by the Town Clerk for that 
purpose: 

(1) The full name and residence of the applicant, and in case of a firm or association, the 
full name and residence of the firm or association, and in case of a corporation, the full 
names and residences of the officers thereof. 

(2) The address and description of the premises for which the license is desired. 

(3) A complete statement of the business to be carried on. 

(4) An enumeration of the articles and merchandise to be handled on the premises and a 
statement as to whether the junk to be stored is combustible or incombustible. 

(5) Such application shall also contain such other information as the Town Board may from 
time to time require. 

(6) Each applicant for a license shall execute a permit granting the Town Board or any of its 
representatives permission to inspect and search the premises.  Any false statement 
contained in such application shall automatically nullify any license issued pursuant 
thereto. 

(b) Determination by Board 

No license shall be granted under this chapter until and unless the Town Board shall in its 
discretion by a vote of a majority of all members at a regular meeting or special meeting called 
for that purpose have authorized the same. In considering such application the Town Board 
shall take into account, and amount other things, the nature and development of surrounding 
property, the proximity of churches, schools, public buildings or other place for public gathering, 
and health, safety and general welfare of the public, traffic volume, congestion and hazard at 
the location of applicants proposed place of business. 
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(c) Term 

Each license issued hereunder shall expire on June 30 following the date of issuance, unless 
sooner revoked for cause.  

(d) License Numbers 

All licenses shall be numbered consecutively and the Town Clerk shall furnish each licensee a 
card setting forth his name and number of such license. 

(e) Revenues and Expenses 

The Town Clerk is authorized to secure the necessary license blanks or cards, and the expense 
thereof shall be properly allowed and paid by the Town out of the general fund, and all moneys 
derived from such licenses shall be turned into the general fund. 

(f) Separate License 

A separate license shall be required for each place of business and each shall particularly 
describe the premises for which issued. 

21.04 LICENSE FEES 

License fees for Junk Businesses and Junk Dealers shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from 
time to time.   

(a) Each licensee engaged in collecting or gathering junk shall be furnished with a plate with the 
number of his license described thereon which shall be securely fastened by the licensee in 
some conspicuous place on the cart or vehicle used by him. 

21.05 EXISTING JUNK BUSINESS 

Any person who is engaged in the junk business or is a junk peddler within the Town of Lisbon prior to July 1, 
1957 may continue operation but shall secure a license for such operation, and pay the required license fee 
therefore, as provided by this chapter. Such person shall be subject to all other terms and provisions of this 
chapter from and after July 1, 1957. 

21.06 ACCUMULATION OF JUNK 

(a) No person except a licensed junk dealer or junk peddler shall buy, collect, gather junk or shall 
allow the same to accumulate in any substantial amount in the Town of Lisbon. 

(b) No junk shall be accumulated, stored or placed on any premises in the Town of Lisbon within a 
distance of 750 feet from the centerline of any public highway or roadway within the town or 
within a distance of 1,000 feet from the nearest residence, school, church or other place of 
public gathering. 

21.07 BURNING OF JUNK 

No burning of hunk shall be done on the premises of any junk dealer unless such burning takes place at a 
distance of not less than 1,000 feet from the centerline of any public highway or roadway within the town and 
at a distance of not less than 1,000 feet from the nearest residence, school, church or other place of public 
gathering. 
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21.08 JUNK BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

(a) Storage of Combustible Junk.  

No combustible junk shall be stored in any building unless the building is approved by the 
Building Inspector and is of fireproof construction. 

(b) Enclosure of Junkyards. 

Every junkyard shall be enclosed by a substantial enclosure consisting of a solid fence to be 
approved by the Building Inspector of height not less than eight (8) feet and maintained in a 
proper condition of repair. Junk placed in any junkyard shall be so piled as to not rest against or 
project through the enclosure. It shall be unlawful to affix or display or permit to be affixed or 
displayed upon such enclosure any picture, sign, bill, placard, pamphlet, notice or other thing 
for the purpose of advertising or notification. The words, “Post No Bills” shall be painted on 
such enclosure at intervals in letters six (6) inches high. 

(c) Record of Purchases. 

A written record consisting of an accurate description and price of the goods, articles and things 
purchased, together with the name, age and residence of the seller shall be maintained by each 
junk business licensee. Such record shall be open to the Town Board or to any citizen whose 
property has been stolen and who demands inspection to assist in the discovery thereof. 

(d) Purchase from Certain Persons. 

No purchase shall be made from any child under 18 years of age or from any intoxicated 
person, habitual drunkard or unknown person. 

(e) Purchase of Certain Property. 

It shall be unlawful to purchase used pipe, faucets, boilers, spigots, coils from any person 
except the manufacturer thereof, a licensed plumber, a licensed peddler, or the owner of the 
building from which the material is taken. 

 (f) Rodents and Vermin. 

Effective means for the elimination of the rodents and vermin commonly infesting junk areas 
shall be administered by a junk business licensee. 

(g) Garbage. 

It shall be unlawful to store any garbage materials on the premises of any junk dealer. 

21.09 REVOCATION OF LICENSE 

Any license issued under this chapter may be revoked at any time by the Town Board after a hearing, at which 
it has been found that the license holder has failed or refused to comply with this chapter. Such hearing shall 
be held by the Town Board upon its own motion or upon the complaint in writing duly signed and verified by 
complainant. The complaint shall state the nature of the alleged failure to comply with this chapter. A copy of 
the complaint, together with the notice of hearing shall be served upon the license holder not less than ten 
(10) days previous to the date of hearing. If the Town Board finds that the allegations of the complaint are 
true after a hearing held thereon as herein provided, the board may revoke the license of such person. 
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CHAPTER 22 

AMUSEMENT PARKS AND TRANSIENT 

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT 

22.01 DEFINITIONS 

Terms used in this chapter mean as follows: 

Amusement parks:  Any premised used or operated for public carnivals, the racing of animals or motor 
vehicles, the operation of open air theaters, and any other premises used or operated primarily for the 
purposes of providing amusement for the public, where permanent installations of any type or 
description are made on the premises to furnish such public entertainment except premises used for 
transient public entertainment. 

Transient public entertainment: A circus show, a road show or any other public entertainment 
conducted or held within a tent or tents or other temporary structure, or in the open air, where no 
permanent installation of any type or description is made on the premises to furnish such public 
entertainment. 

22.02 PERMITS REQUIRED 

No person shall use or operated any amusement park or transient public entertainment within the Town of 
Lisbon unless a permit therefore shall have been granted by the Town Board as herein provided. 

22.03 QUALIFICATIONS FOR AMUSEMENT PARK PERMIT 

No permit shall be granted to operate an amusement park within the Town of Lisbon to any person not of 
good moral character, a full citizen of the United States and of this state, and who has not resided in the 
County of Waukesha for at least 2 years prior to the date of application. No permit shall be issued to any 
person who has been convicted of an offense against the laws of the United States or of this state, punishable 
by imprisonment in the state prison or other penal institution as felonies, unless he has been duly pardoned. 
No permit shall be granted to any corporation, except a Wisconsin corporation maintaining its principal office 
and place of business in the Town of Lisbon. 

22.04 APPLICATION FOR AMUSEMENT PARK PERMIT. 

(a) Application for amusement park permits shall be filed with the Town Clerk and shall be 
subscribed and sworn to. 

(b) The application shall set forth the following: 

(1) Name, residence, address and business address of applicant. 

(2) The location of the amusement park with the legal description of the premises. 

(3) Applicant’s right to use such premises, with copies of the instruments relied upon, giving 
the recording date thereof, if recorded. 

(4)  Whether or not applicant is a citizen of the United States and of the State of Wisconsin, 
and the length of his citizenship and residence in the State of Wisconsin, and the length 
of his residence in the County of Waukesha, with the address or addresses resided at. 

(5) The character of business applicant has been engaged in during years prior to the 
application. 

(6) The name and address and occupational history of each person who will participate in 
operation of the amusement park. 

(7) Whether the applicant will be present at and in continuous attendance while such 
amusement park is in operation. 
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(8) Whether the applicant or any person he proposes to have participate in the operation of 
such amusement park has ever been convicted of any misdemeanor or crime. 

(9) Plans and specifications of the amusement park and all structures of any kind on, or to 
be erected on the premises, including plans and specifications as to roadways and 
racetracks, if any, showing means of ingress and egress from and to the public highway, 
lighting, sanitary facilities and public water supply; and the proposed control of lighting 
equipment, noises, odors, dust, dirt and waste materials, so that they will not disturb 
the public peace, quiet, health, safety and welfare.   

(10) A description of the nature of amusement to be presented to the public, including a 
statement of the time when it is proposed to use the premises for amusement park 
purposed, including an estimate of the number of patrons anticipated, number of cars, 
arrangements for parking and movement of the cars on the premises and off and onto 
the public highways, use and control of loud speakers or other noise producing 
instrumentalities, a statement of the means and method for control of dust, and odors 
and the disposal of waste and garbage, and all other facts or information requested by 
the Town Board in reference to the proposed operation of the amusement park to 
determine whether or not it would be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare. 

(11) A statement of the financial condition of applicant, the amount of investment 
contemplated, the income and expense anticipated such other facts as may be required 
to satisfy the Town Board that applicant is in a position to provide adequate public 
liability insurance in sums of not less than $500,000 for an accident and property 
damage insurance in a sum of not less than $25,000. 

 (12) A statement of such facts as may be required to satisfy the Town Board that applicant is 
in a position to furnish a bond in the sum of $25,000 approved by the Town Attorney as 
to form and execution and with the condition that the applicant will not violate any of 
the provisions of this chapter and will pay all damages or judgments that may recovered 
against him by any person as a result of his operations under the permit. 

(c) Upon submission of the application to the Town Board it shall be referred to: 

(1)  The County Health Dept., which shall investigate the amusement park or the plans for 
the use and operation of the amusement park, the sanitary facilities furnished or to be 
furnished for the public, the sources of supply of drinking water and the control of lights, 
noises, odors, dust, dirt, waste materials and shall report to the Town Board the result 
of such investigation, together with its conclusions as to whether the amusement park 
provides, or will provide the necessary facilities for the protection and preservation of 
the public health and welfare. 

(2) The Building Inspector, who shall inspect the amusement park or the plans for the use 
and operation of the amusement park, and who shall report to the Town Board whether 
the amusement park complies or will comply with the laws of the State of Wisconsin and 
the building regulations of the State Department of Industry, Labor and Human 
Relations. 

(3) The Town Constable or some other officer or employee designated by the Town Board 
who shall investigate the amusement park or the plans for the use and operation of the 
amusement park and the surrounding vicinity and the adequacy of parking facilities on 
the premises, and who shall report to the Town Board whether the operation of the 
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amusement park interferes, or would interfere with the normal and proper use of any 
federal, state, county or town highway in such a manner as to jeopardize the public 
safety or unreasonably impedes or would impede, the public use of the highways, or 
results or would result in the violation of any traffic safety regulation of the state or 
county, and who shall conduct an investigation as to the moral character and reputation 
of the applicant or the officer thereof and the persons engaged or to be engaged in the 
operation of such amusement park; and who shall report his findings to the Town 
Board. 

22.05 ISSUANCE OF AMUSEMENT PARK PERMITS 

(a) Before acting upon any application, the Town Board shall review the application and 
instruments submitted therewith and the several reports required by Section 22.04. 

(b) A public hearing on such application shall be held by the Town Board at a regular or special 
meeting thereof. Notice of the meeting shall be posted by the Town Clerk not less than ten (10) 
days before the time set for the hearing, in at least five (5) public places in the vicinity of the 
proposed location of the amusement park.  The notice shall describe particularly the location of 
the proposed amusement park, type of amusement proposed, shall give the names and 
addresses of the parties who are applying for such permit and the time and place for hearing 
upon the application. 

(c) In the event that the Town Board, upon consideration of the application, the several reports 
required, and all matters presented at the hearing, shall determine the use or operation of the 
amusement park disturbs, or would disturb, the peace and quiet, or in any manner adversely 
affect, or would affect the public health, safety, welfare or morals or the community or any 
portion thereof, it shall deny the application by formal action entered in the minutes of the 
Town Board. Otherwise it shall approve and grant the application and shall authorize and direct 
the issuance of a permit by the Town Clerk. 

(d) Before such permit shall be issued, the applicant shall file with the Town Clerk a bond in the 
sum of $25,000, together with proper evidence showing that he has public liability insurance as 
provided in Section 22.04(b). 

22.06 AMUSEMENT PARK OPERATION 

No amusement park shall be used and operated in such manner as to disturb the public peace and quiet or 
affect adversely the health, safety, welfare or morals of the community, or any portion thereof, by reason of 
excessive or uncontrolled noise, odors, dust, dirt of waste materials, or by reason of the hours of operation 
thereof, or for any other reason. 

 

 

 

 

 

22.07 REVOCATION OF AMUSEMENT PARK PERMIT 

(a) Upon conviction of the holder of any amusement park permit for the violation of any provision 
of this chapter or of any offense as is described in Section 22.03, the permit shall be revoked by 
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resolution of the Town Board. No stay of execution shall operate as a continuance of the 
permit, but a reversal of the judgment of conviction upon appeal and the filing of the certified 
copy of such judgment of reversal with the Town Clerk, shall operate as a reinstatement of the 
permit. 

(b) Any such permit shall be subject to revocation for cause by the Town Board at any time 
following a hearing at a regular or special meeting of the Town Board upon notice as given as 
prescribed in Section 22.05 and by service of such notice of hearing by personal service or by 
registered mail upon the holder of such permit at least 10 days before the hearing, upon a 
determination of the Town Board at the manner of use or operation of the amusement park is 
such that an initial or renewal application for a permit therefore would not be granted or that 
the provisions of this chapter have been violated. 

22.08 AMUSEMENT PARK PERMITS, ASSIGNMENT 

No permit issued pursuant hereto shall be assignable or inure to the benefit of any person other than the one 
to whom the permit was originally issued. Such permit shall not be transferable from one premises to another. 

22.09 APPLICATION FOR TRANSIENT PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 

(a) Application for a permit for transient public entertainment within the Town of Lisbon shall be 
filed with the Town Clerk; such application shall be in writing and set forth the following: 

(1) Name, residence address and business address of the applicant. 

(2) Location of the premises upon which the entertainment is to be held within the town. 

(3) The applicant’s right to use such premises, with copies of the instruments relied upon, 
as to such right to use the premises. 

(4) A description of the nature of the transient public entertainment to be presented to the 
public and a statement of the time, or times, when it is proposed to conduct such 
transient public entertainment, including an estimate of the number of patrons 
anticipated, the number of cars, arrangements for parking and movement of the cars on 
the premises and off and onto the public highways, use and control of loud speakers or 
other noise producing instrumentalities, a statement of the means and method for 
control of dust and odors and for the disposal of waste, and garbage, and all other facts 
or information requested by the Town Board in reference to the proposed operation of 
the entertainment to determine whether or not it would be detrimental to the public 
health, safety or welfare. 

(5) A statement of such facts as may be required to satisfy the Town Board that applicant is 
in a position to furnish liability insurance in a minimum sum of $25,000 insuring any 
damage that may be caused to such persons going upon the premise for such 
entertainment. 

 

 

 

(b) The Town Clerk shall immediately transmit the application for a permit to the Town Board for its 
consideration. The Town Board shall further investigate the application and the entertainment 
proposed to be offered and the site upon which the entertainment is to be offered. It shall 
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investigate the sanitary facilities furnished, or to be furnished, to the public, sources of drinking 
water and the arrangements made for the control of lights, noises, odors, dust and dirt, 
arrangements made, or to be made, for the disposal of waste materials and any other materials 
in connection with the operation of the entertainment and shall investigate all other matters in 
relation to the entertainment to be offered as it relates to the protection and preservation of the 
public health, welfare and morals.  

22.11 ISSUANCE OF THE TRANSIENT PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 

(a) If the Town Board is satisfied that the site upon which transient public entertainment is 
proposed to be offered to the public is suitable for that purpose and that adequate parking 
facilities are provided off the highways for the patrons, and that the entertainment to be offered 
is not detrimental to the public health, welfare and morals of the community and the patrons 
attending the entertainment and that adequate toilet facilities are furnished for the patrons, and 
that adequate provisions have been made for the disposal of garbage and waste materials and 
that such entertainment will not cause a public nuisance, and that all of the other terms and 
provisions of this chapter have bee complied with, it shall grant a permit to the applicant upon 
payment of the fee provided. 

(b) If the Town Board is not satisfied that all of the requirements herein set forth are met, it shall 
deny the application for such permit and shall notify the applicant within five (5) days of its 
denial of such application by registered mail or personal service of such notice of denial upon 
the applicant at the address stated upon the application for such permit. The Town Board shall 
state in its notice denying such application the reasons for denial thereof. The applicant shall 
have ten (10) days within which to petition the Town Board for a hearing upon the denial of 
such application. The Town Board shall, upon such application, hear the applicant and consider 
any testimony or evidence he wishes to offer in support of his application. If the Town Board is 
satisfied after such hearing that the applicant will comply with this chapter relative to transient 
public entertainment, the Town Board may grant the permit upon such terms and conditions as 
the Town Board may require as the conditions for granting such permit. 

(c) Prior to the granting of the permit the applicant shall furnish the Town Board with satisfactory 
proof that public liability insurance will be in force and effect as to such transient public 
entertainment during all the period that such transient entertainment is shown, in a minimum 
amount of $25,000. 

(d) As further condition of the granting of such permit the Town Board may order and direct the 
applicant to pay the cost and expense for all police protection upon the premises used for such 
transient public entertainment, necessary to preserve order and for the movement of traffic on 
and off of said premises; such cost and expense to be determined by the Town Board and paid 
at the time the permit is issued. 

 

 

 

 

22.12 REVOCATION OF TRANSIENT PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 

The Town Board may revoke any permit issued for any transient public entertainment if in its opinion such 
entertainment as shown is detrimental to the public morals and welfare of the patrons thereof and to the 
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community, or in the event the entertainment is conducted in such a manner as to create a public nuisance by 
reason of excessive noise, odors, dust, dirt or waste materials or by reason of the hours of operation thereof, 
or by reason of the violation of any of the terms of provisions of this chapter. In the event of such revocation 
immediate notice thereof shall be given in writing to the applicant or person in charge of the entertainment, 
who shall cause the immediate suspension of all further showings of the entertainment until such time as the 
applicant satisfies the Town Board that the cause for revocation of the permit has been remedied. 

22.13 TRANSIENT PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT FEES 

(a) A permit fee for transient public entertainment shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town 
Board from time to time.   

(b) No refund of a permit fee shall be made if the permit is revoked for any of the causes specified 
in this chapter, or if the permittee elects to suspend showing of such entertainment prior to the 
expiration of the permit. 

(c) The Town Board may in its discretion, waive the payment of fees required for transient public 
entertainment, if such transient public entertainment is offered by any fraternal, benevolent or 
religious society and in that event such fraternal, benevolent or religious society shall assume 
and be liable for such entertainment so that the same does not conflict with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

22.14 LOCATION OF TRANSIENT PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT 

Transient public entertainment within the Town of Lisbon shall be permitted only within such areas in the town 
included in agricultural district, commercial district, light industrial district, and heavy industrial district as 
defined under the zoning ordinance of the town. 

22.15 EXEMPTIONS 

No permit shall be required or permit fee paid under this chapter for the maintenance and operation of an 
amusement park or transient public entertainment as defined in this chapter where such amusement park or 
transient public entertainment is operated and maintained solely for members of the owner or operator of 
such amusement park or transient public entertainment and their guests. 
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CHAPTER 23 

PEDDLERS, HAWKERS, CANVASSERS 

 AND SOLICITORS 
23.01 PEDDLERS, HAWKERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS 

(a) Permit Required. 

No person shall engage in the business or activities of a peddler, hawker, solicitor or canvasser 
within the Town of Lisbon without first obtaining a permit from the town. The permit shall be 
issued by the Chief of Police, or the Chief’s designee. Before issuance of the permit the 
applicant shall properly identify himself or herself, and the group or cause which the applicant 
purports to represent. 

(b) Contents of Permit. 

All permits issued to hawkers, peddlers, canvassers or solicitors shall: 

(1) Identify the individual, and where appropriate, the group or cause which the individual 
represents; 

(2) Prohibit solicitation between sundown and 10:00 a.m. of the following day; 

(3) Prohibit solicitation on Sundays and holidays; 

(4) Prohibit solicitation on property posted with “no trespassing” or “no solicitation” signs, or 
signs of similar nature or import; and  

(5) Identify the term during which the permit shall be effective which, in no event, shall be 
more than 60 days from the date of issuance. 

Any peddler, hawker, canvasser or solicitor who has been issued a permit shall have on his or 
her person the permit or copy of the permit when undertaking any activities regulated by this 
section. 

(c) Exemption. 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, no permit under this section shall 
be required of any group or association involved in any activity or fund raising function, where 
such group or association is sponsored or sanctioned by any public or private school located 
within Waukesha County, or by any activity or fund raising function undertaken by any Girl 
Scout, Boy Scout, Cub Scout or Brownie Troop, or by any 4-H organization. 

(d) Penalty. 

Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to such penalties as may 
be imposed under Section 1.05 of the Town Code of the Town of Lisbon. 

23.03 Sales 

Every person who shall not have become a permanent merchant in the town and who sells or exposes for sale 
any goods, wares or merchandise, and who shall advertise, represent and hold forth that the sale thereof is an 
insurance, bankrupt, insolvent, assignee, trustee, estate, executor, administrator, receiver, job lot or closing 
out sale, or a sale of goods, wares, or merchandise damaged by smoke, fire, water or otherwise, or that by 
reason of financial difficulty or other special or peculiar circumstances, such goods, wares or merchandise will 
be disposed of at less than their real value shall, before commencing or advertising for a sale thereof, procure 
a local license in the manner provided for transient merchants and shall pay a license fee which shall be set by 
resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time  This section shall not apply to any sale made by  
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virtue of any judgment, order or process of any court, or pursuant to any law of this state or the United States 
or in the enforcement of any contract or lien. Before making or offering to make such sale, such person shall 
exhibit the state license to the Town Clerk and upon payment of the local license fee, the Clerk shall record 
the state license, endorse upon it the words, “local license fee paid,” affix his official signature and the date of 
his endorsement and issue a local license authorizing the sale. 

23.04 LIMITATION AND EXHIBITION OF LICENSE 

Only one person shall be authorized to carry on business under the terms of any license under this chapter, 
and no persons shall conduct business under the same license as co-partners, agents or otherwise. Any person 
licensed under this chapter shall upon demand of any peace officer or member of the Town Board exhibit his 
state and local license and execute an affidavit that he is the person named therein. 

23.05 REVOCATION OF LICENSE 

Any license issued under this chapter may be revoked by the Town Board upon the conviction of any person to 
whom the same was issued of any fraud or false misrepresentation or imposition in the sale of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, or for the sale of any adulterated food, drink, or drug, or the sale of any food injurious 
to health. The filing with the Town Clerk of a certified copy of the final judgment of conviction of any court in 
which the person shall be tried, shall be authority for the revocation of such license. 

The Town Board may revoke any license issued under this chapter after a finding upon complaint being made 
to the Town Board by any resident of the town that the license holder has been guilty of any fraud, false 
misrepresentation, or imposition upon such resident of the town in the sale of any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, or in the solicitation of the sale thereof, including the solicitation of subscriptions to magazines, 
books, and periodicals. If a complaint is filed with the Town Board, such license holder against whom the 
complaint is filed shall be notified in writing by the Town Clerk and a public hearing upon such complaint shall 
be held by the Town Board upon ten (10) days notice to the license holder. If the board is satisfied that the 
license holder is guilty of the complaint made, it may revoke the license. 

23.06 LICENSE FEE EXCEPTIONS 

Any ex-serviceman of the United States in any war who has a 25 percent disability or more recognized by the 
United States Veteran’s Administration, and any person disabled to the extent of the loss of one are or one leg 
or more or who has been declared blind under Section 49.18(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes shall, upon 
presenting proof to the Town Board that he satisfies these conditions, be granted a special license under this 
chapter without paying any fee therefore. Such person must have been a bona fide resident of the State of 
Wisconsin for at least five (5) years preceding the application, and shall while engaged in such business carry 
on his person his license and the proof required for its issuance. A blind person shall also carry a picture of 
himself which is not more than three (3) years old. Such special license shall not entitle the blind person to 
peddle for hire for another person.  
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CHAPTER 24 

SOLID WASTE, NON COMBUSTIBLE WASTE 

AND REFUSE DISPOSAL 

24.01 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SITES AND FACILITIES 

(a) Application 

Commercial and municipal establishments or operations such as, without limitations because of 
enumeration, sanitary landfills, dumps, land disposal sites, incinerators, auto junk yards, scrap 
metal salvage yards, transfer stations, storage facilities, collection and transportation services 
and other establishments or operations for the storage, collection, transportation, transfer, 
processing, treatment, recovery or disposal of solid waste shall not be permitted in any 
Conservancy District, Residence Estate District, Residence A-1 District, Residence A-2 District, 
Residence A-3 District, Residence M District, Agricultural District, Quarrying District, Restricted 
Business District, Local Business District or General Business District, but may be permitted in 
any Limited Industrial District or General Industrial District, subject to the following: 

(1) The location, building, and site plan, plan of operation and plan of restoration shall be 
prepared by professional engineers and submitted to and approved by the Town Board 
following a recommendation from the Town Plan Commission. All operations shall 
conform to the Solid Waste Management requirements of Chapter NR 180, Wisconsin 
Administrative Code, the Wisconsin Statues, and the Waukesha County Health 
Department rules and regulations. 

(2) Such plans shall be approved or disapproved upon consideration of the effects on:  
topography, drainage, water supply, soil conditions, roads and traffic, present and 
ultimate land development and use, and other factors involved in the specific operation. 

(3) Only sanitary landfill refuse disposal methods, subject to standards established and 
enforced by the Waukesha County Health Department, the Department of Natural 
Resources, the State Board of Health, and the town shall be used. No burning of any 
waste material is permitted. All garbage must be covered to th4e specified depth prior to 
the end of a day during which disposal has taken place. 

(4) Disposal operations are prohibited within the following areas: 

(A) Within 1,000 feet of any navigable lake pond or flowage. Within 300 feet of any 
navigable river or stream, or to the 

(B) Landward side of the flood plain, whichever distance is greater. 

(C) Within a flood plain. 

(D) Within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of any state trunk 
highway, interstate or federal aid primary highway or the boundary of any public 
park, unless the site is screened by natural objects, planting, fences, or other 
appropriate means so as not to be visible from the highway or park. 

(E) Within wetlands. 

(F) Within critical habitat areas. 

(G) Within an area from which sold waste or leaching there-from may be carried into 
any surface water, or may have a detrimental effect on ground water.  

(H) Within 1200 feet of any public or private water supply well. 

 

(b)  Requirements 
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(1)  Setback. No refuse disposal shall take place closer than 200 feet to the base setback 
line. Structures shall be set back at least 100 feet unless a greater setback is required by 
the Town Board. 

(2)  Offset. No disposal shall take place closer than 200 feet to any property line, nor closer 
than 500 feet to any existing dwelling, nor closer than 500 feet to a district zoned A-1, 
A-2 or A-3 Residential at the time of the grant of permit. Structures shall be offset at 
least 50 feet unless a greater offset is required by the Town Board. 

(3)  The town may require that a responsible person be in attendance during the hours of 
operation. 

(4)  A non-flammable fence with a gate which can be locked may be required to encompass 
all or part of the site to prevent unauthorized access to the site for refuse disposal or 
scavenging. Additional auxiliary fencing, such as snow fence, may be required to 
minimize nuisances. 

(5)  Dust proofing access roads, providing an alternate location within the site for wet 
weather operations, and any other requirements deemed appropriate by the Town 
Board. 

(6) Applicable provisions of county ordinances and state administrative codes and statutes. 

24.02 LICENSE 

(a) Town License Required 

In addition to all other state and county licensing, a license shall be obtained from the Town of 
Lisbon and shall be subject to renewal on an annual basis by January 1 of each succeeding 
year. 

(1) No license shall be issued hereunder unless the dump site and the proposed method of 
operation have been approved by the Town Board. 

(b) License Fee  

The applicant shall accompany the application with a fee which shall be set by resolution 
adopted by the Town Board from time to time. 

24.03  DISPOSAL FEE 

Since disposal operations can cause many problems and expenses for the town which are not realistic to 
assess to owners of town property, the Town Board may impose on the licensee a fee per ton of solid waste 
disposed on the site. The fee per ton and the method of determining this fee shall be established by the Town 
Board. A greater fee per ton may be charged for sold waste transported from municipalities or other areas not 
located within the Town of Lisbon. 

 

24.04 SURETY 

The Town Board may require that a surety in an amount appropriate for the specific operation and approved 
by the Town Attorney be filed with the Town. Approval must be obtained prior to commencing any of the 
above disposal operations. 

 

 

24.05 INSURANCE 
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Prior to issuance of a license under this chapter the applicant shall furnish the Town Board a certificate of 
insurance showing that the operations of the applicant pursuant to the licensee will be covered by public 
liability and property damage and indemnity insurance in the amount of $100,000 for each death or injury; 
$300,000 for all deaths and injuries occurring in a common accident; and $25,000 for property damage liability 
and will save the town harmless from any liability which may arise by reason of issuance of a license or 
operation of the licensee. Failure to provide the insurance required or cancellation of the insurance shall 
automatically void the license.  

24.06  REVOCATION OF LICENSE 

The Town Board may revoke any license issued under this chapter for cause upon three (3) day’s notice to the 
applicant and opportunity to be heard. Cause shall include a violation of this chapter or any other ordinance or 
state law regulating the disposal of garbage, rubbish and refuse or the creation of a public nuisance. Cause 
shall also include disapproval of the State Division of Health of the dump site or of the dumping operations 
conducted thereon. If any license is revoked, the license fee shall not be returned to the applicant. 

24.07 PUBLIC AND COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL OPERATIONS FOR NON-COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS 

All licenses for public and commercial disposal operation for non-combustible materials shall be subject to the 
provisions of Section 3.08(4)(R) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Lisbon. 

24.08 RESTRICTIONS ON DISPOSAL OF YARD WASTE 

 (a)  Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to increase the lifetime use of existing landfills, and to reduce the 
need for landfill sites in the future. To accomplish that purpose, it is the intent of the Town 
Board, by adoption of this section, to prohibit residents of the town from placing yard clippings, 
leaves and similar yard waste in garbage and refuse which is ordinarily collected by private 
firms under contract with the  

(b) Prohibition 

The placement of any yard waste, including leaves, grass clippings or other vegetation, as well 
as branches, brush, tree limbs or similar materials, in any container or garbage bag which is 
intended, or likely, to be collected by a waste hauling firm under contract with the town, is 
strictly prohibited. 

(c) Penalty 

Any person, firm or corporation violating the prohibition contained in this section shall be 
subject to a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $100 per occurrence. Each violation within 
a 12 month consecutive period of time shall constitute a separate violation. 

24.09 GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND RECYCLABLE MATERIAL COLLECTION  

(a) Purpose 

This section is to require the removal of garbage, rubbish, and recyclable materials from all 
properties within the town and to provide for the collection thereof. The accumulation of 
garbage and rubbish is a public nuisance and utilization of limited landfill sites for recyclable 
materials is contrary to public interest. 

 

 

 

(b) Special Charge 
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Pursuant to Section 66.049, Wisconsin Statutes, the Town Board shall, from time to time, by 
motion or resolution, establish a special charge for the collection of garbage, rubbish and 
recyclable materials, which special charge shall apply to all improved residential properties. All 
classes of properties other than residential properties shall contract separately for the removal 
and disposal of garbage, rubbish and recyclable materials. This section shall apply to residential 
units included in a building containing a non-residential use, but not as to those portions of a 
building which are devoted to non-residential uses. Each unit of condominium shall be 
considered a single-residential unit for the purposes of this section. 

(c) Definitions 

(1) Garbage. 

Putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, 
cooling and consumption of food. 

(2) Rubbish.   

Useless solid wastes consisting of both combustible and noncombustible wastes, such as 
paper, cardboard, tin cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar 
materials. 

(3) Recyclable Materials 

Material waste for which there exists a commercially demonstrated processing and 
manufacturing technology which uses the material as a raw material. This term shall 
include the nature and extent of recyclable materials as that term may be defined in any 
contract entered into between the town and a private waste hauler. 

 (d) Time and Manner of Placing Containers 

Refuse and recycling containers shall be placed at the point of collection by the owner, tenant, 
lessee or occupant of the premises not more than 24 hours preceding the normal collection day. 
It shall be the duty of the person so placing the containers to be familiar with the collection 
schedule, the point of collection as designated by the Town Board and waste hauler, and to 
place and remove containers so that a neat and orderly appearance will be maintained. In the 
event the point of collection is at or near a roadway, the containers shall be placed to that they 
are not in the travel portion of the roadway and do not interfere with the use of the roadway. 

(e) Recycling Program 

Effective as of January 1, 1992 recyclable materials, as that term is defined in this section, shall 
be separated from garbage and rubbish so as to reduce the amount of solid waste to be 
disposed of, and at the same time, reduce the financial burden of solid waste disposal. 
Recyclable materials will be separated into designated containers and placed at the point of 
collection by residents for collection by an authorized agent of the town. The designated 
recycling containers shall be purchased by the town, and shall remain the property of the town. 
Those which are lost, damaged or removed from the property shall be replaced by the property 
owner, at the expense of the property owner. The cost of such replacement shall be established 
by the Town Board from time to time. The town will bill the property owner for the cost of the 
replacement of the containers, and in the event that the property owner fails to pay the bill, the 
cost thereof shall be placed on the property tax roll. 

 

 

(f) Ownership of Recyclable Materials 
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From the after the time of placement of recyclable materials at the point of collection, items 
shall become the property of the Town of Lisbon, or it authorized hauling agent. No person 
shall collect or cause to be collected any such items during the period commencing 24 hours 
preceding a day designated for collection of recyclable materials. 

(g) Restrictions on Items Included in Garbage and Rubbish Collection 

No person shall place in any container designated for garbage or rubbish collection, or in any 
container designated for placement of recyclable materials, any building materials, boards 
lumber, carpet, auto parts, tires, automotive batteries, waste oil, landscape timbers, piers, 
rocks, dirt, concrete, drywall, plaster, siding, windows, doors, cabinets, sinks, both tubs, toilet 
bowls, basins, etc., any white goods, any hazardous or toxic materials as defined in the State of 
Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources regulation NR181, or any yard waste, leaves, grass 
clippings or branches, or any other items which may be designated by the Town Board from 
time to time. 

(h) Penalty 

Any person, firm or corporation violating the prohibition contained in this section shall be 
subject to a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $100 per occurrence. Each violation within 
a 12-month consecutive period of time shall constitute a separate violation. 
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CHAPTER 25 

LIQUOR 
25.01 STATE STATUTES ADOPTED 

The provisions of Chapter 125, Wisconsin Statutes, as well as any amendments or revisions thereto which may 
be adopted by the State of Wisconsin subsequent to the adoption of this ordinance, relating to the sale of 
intoxicating liquor and fermented malt beverages, except Sections 125.66(3), 125.04(5), 125.09(6), 125.69, 
125.11(1), 125.12(2)(a) and 125.14(4), exclusive of any provisions thereof relating to the penalty to be 
imposed or the punishment for violation of said statutes, are hereby adopted and made a part of this chapter 
by reference. 

25.02 LICENSE FEES 

Fees shall be charged for licenses issued by the Town Board for the sale of intoxicating liquors and fermented 
malt beverages within the town.  Fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to 
time and may be prorated at the time of issuance.  Those licenses include: 

• Class "A" fermented malt beverage licenses allow retail sale of fermented malt beverages (beer) for 
consumption off the premises. Examples: grocery or convenience stores. 

• "Class A" liquor licenses allow retail sale of intoxicating liquor (including wine) for consumption off the 
premises. Examples: liquor stores or grocery stores with full liquor sales sections. 

• "Class A" (cider only) licenses allow retail sale of cider (any alcohol beverage made from the 
fermentation of the juice of apples or pears and that contains not less than 0.5% alcohol by volume 
and not more than 7% alcohol by volume) for consumption off the premises. Class "A" licensees 
applying for a "Class A" (cider only) license shall be issued the "Class A" (cider only) license. The 
municipality may not charge an initial issuance fee or annual fee for the "Class A" (cider only) license, 
but may charge a fee for newspaper publication of the alcohol beverage license application. 

• Class "B" fermented malt beverage licenses allow retail sale of fermented malt beverages (beer) for 
consumption on or off the premises. Examples: restaurants, "beer bars." 

• "Class B" liquor and reserve liquor licenses allow retail sale of intoxicating liquor (including wine) for 
consumption on the premises, and wine in original sealed containers for consumption off the premises. 
If the community elects to, it may also permit sale of not more than four liters of intoxicating liquor 
(there are no limits on wine), in the original sealed container, for consumption off the premises. Check 
local ordinances for the allowance. State law also allows carryout of a single, opened (resealed) bottle 
of wine if sold with a meal. Examples: taverns and restaurants with full alcohol service. 

• "Class C" wine licenses allow the sale of wine for consumption only on the premises and allow the 
carryout of a single opened (resealed) bottle if sold with a meal. 

• Temporary Class B licenses (often called picnic licenses) allow retail beer and/or wine sales, at 
temporary events like fairs and festivals. Only certain organizations qualify for such a license. 
Temporary licenses may be issued to: 

1. Bona fide clubs. 

2. State, county, or local fair associations, or agricultural societies. 

3. Churches, lodges, or societies that have been in existence for at least 6 months prior to the 
date of application. 

4. Posts of veterans organizations. 

5. Chambers of commerce or similar civic or trade organizations organized under ch. 181, Wis. 
Stats. 
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• Operator’s licenses (often called bartenders licenses) allows persons who qualify to sell liquor, wine, 
beer, and fermented malt beverages in licensed establishments.  To qualify for an operator's license, 
you must 

• be at least 18 years old, 

• meet criminal record requirements, and 

• have completed a responsible beverage server course. Contact your local Wisconsin technical 
college, or see "Training" on the Department of Revenue website. 

The last requirement can be waived if it is a renewal application or if you held a Wisconsin alcohol 
beverage license, including an operator's license, within the past two years. The municipality may issue 
you a provisional operator's license if you are enrolled in a responsible beverage server course when 
you apply. An operator's license is only good in the municipality that issues it.  

25.03 LICENSE FOR DWELLING PROHIBITED 

No license under this chapter shall be issued to any person to sell or offer for sale fermented malt beverages 
or intoxicating liquors in any dwelling, flat or apartment. 

25.04 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE 

Each applicant for a license under this chapter (individual or partnership) shall at the time of application be 
fingerprinted by the Sheriff’s Department, except those applicants who have had a license in the town 
continuously for at least three (3) years. All corporate applicants, including president, secretary and agent, 
shall be fingerprinted at the time of application. The Town Clerk shall keep a record of all applicants and shall 
issue all licenses granted by the Town Board. 

25.05 TREASURER TO ISSUE RECEIPTS 

Each applicant for a license under this chapter shall pay the total required fees therefore to the Town 
Treasurer who shall issue a receipt therefore. The deposits on all applications denied shall be refunded by the 
Town Treasurer upon the surrender of the receipt issued by the Town Treasurer. 

25.06 INVESTIGATION OF LICENSE APPLICANTS 

(a) Class A Liquor and Class B Liquor and Beer Premises. 

Upon receipt of an application for a Class A or Class intoxicating liquor license, or a Class B 
fermented malt beverage license, the Town Clerk shall notify the Building Inspector, and that 
officer shall inspect the premises and make such investigation as is necessary to determine 
whether the premises sought to be licensed comply with all regulations, ordinances and laws 
applicable thereto. 

(b) Investigation of Applicant 

Application for a license under this chapter shall be referred to the Sheriff of Waukesha County 
to make such investigation as shall be necessary to determine the fitness and qualifications of 
the applicant 

(c) Renewal of License. 

No license shall be renewed without a reinspection of the premises and report as originally 
required. 

 

 

 

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Training/alcSellerServer.aspx
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(d) Action on Investigations 

Each official required to inspect any premises proposed to be licensed, or to investigate the 
applicant, shall report in writing to the Town Clerk the results of his investigation, together with 
his recommendation as to whether a license should be granted. The Town Clerk shall refer such 
report to the next meeting of the Town Board. In determining the suitability of any applicant, 
consideration shall be given to the moral character and financial responsibility of the applicant, 
the appropriateness of the location and premises proposed, and generally the applicant’s fitness 
for the trust to be reposed. 

(e) Premises Undergoing Construction or Remodeling 

If an application made for a proposed premises at a proposed location which by reason of 
construction or remodeling cannot be fully inspected and approved as required herein, the 
Town Board may, if it is satisfied that the applicant is a proper recipient for a license, consider 
the appropriateness of the proposed location and premises proposed, and may authorize the 
issuance of the license to the applicant at such time as the premises comply with the 
regulations, ordinances and laws applicable thereto. 

25.07 BEER LICENSE FOR RESTAURANTS 

(a) A Class B fermented malt beverage license only (not in combination with a Class B intoxicating 
liquor license) may be issued to a person who operates a properly licensed, bona fide 
restaurant as defined in Section 125.56(1) of the Wisconsin Statutes, provided the sale of food 
and Nonintoxicating beverages at retail shall constitute at least 65 percent of the gross sales of 
the establishment, based upon an annual computation, or as hereinafter provided: 

(1) The applicant, if a town license has not bee previously issued shall, at the time of 
application, furnish to the Town Board such information as is required by that committee 
to establish that in the prior year’s operation, or such period of time as is determined by 
the Town Board, the sale of food and Nonintoxicating beverage constituted 65 percent 
or more of the gross sales, or 

(2) The licensee seeking renewal of the license shall furnish to the Town Board between 
March 1 and April 15 of each year a report, compilation or record satisfactory to the 
Town Board as to form and clarity supply the information required for the purpose of 
establishing the gross sales of the licensee for the prior. 

(b) In the event the Town Board establishes that less than 65 percent of the gross sales for the 
past calendar year, or part thereof, comprised the sale of food and Nonintoxicating beverages, 
the Town Board shall not issue the Class B fermented malt beverage license or renew the same 
for the next ensuing year commencing the following July 1. 

(c) In the event the applicant or licensee refuses or neglects to furnish the information relative to 
the gross sales as required to the Town Board within the times indicated, the Town Board shall 
not issue or renew the Class B fermented malt beverage license for the next ensuing year 
commencing the following July 1. 

25.08 OPERATOR’S LICENSE 

A operator’s license entitles a holder thereof to be an operator in any place operated under a Class B 
intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage license issued by the Town Board. 
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25.09 RESTRICTIONS ON GRANTING LICENSES 

(a) Town Residence Required 

No fermented malt beverage or intoxicating liquor license shall be issued to a person or agent 
for a corporation unless such person or agent has resided in the town continuously for at least 
one (1) year prior to the date of filing the application except for a Class A retail fermented malt 
beverage license. 

(b) Prohibited Locations 

No Class A or Class B intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage license shall be granted for 
any premises in any residential district, nor for premises less than 300 feet from any established 
public school, parochial school, hospital or church. Such distance shall be measured via the 
shortest route along the highway from the closest point of the boundary of such school, church 
or hospital to the closest entrance to such premises. 

(c) Delinquent Taxes and Charges 

No license shall be granted to an applicant by whom or for premises upon which taxes or 
assessments or other financial claims of the town are delinquent and unpaid. 

(d) Sales on Public Property 

No license shall be issued for the sale of intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverages in 
public parks or on any other town-owned property. 

(e) Limited Interests 

No Class A or Class B intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage license shall be granted to 
any person who has a direct or indirect interest in more than one other Class A or Class B 
intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage license issued by the town. 

(1) Direct interest means that such person is the licensee. Indirect interest means any 
interest either as a partner or a stockholder in any corporation that is the licensee 
irrespective of how minor such interest may be. 

(2) Any false statement made on any application for a license relative to the interest of the 
applicant in other Class A or Class B intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage 
license shall be sufficient reason for revocation of any license granted to any person 
making such false statement. 

(3) If a licensee holding a current license acquires an interest in such additional Class A or 
Class B license, contrary to the provisions of this section, such current license shall be 
revoked forthwith by the Town Board. 

25.10 LICENSE QUOTAS; SURRENDER OF LICENSE 

When a license is surrendered for the reason endorsed thereon and signed by the licensee named therein, or 
when a license is revoked by any authorized law enforcement official, no further license shall be issued to any 
other person unless the remaining number of licenses in force at that time is below the maximum. 
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25.11 OPERATOR REGULATIONS 

(a) Report on Changes Required 

Whenever anything occurs to change any fact set out in the application, the licensee or 
applicant shall file with the Town Clerk a notice in writing of such change within ten (10) days. 

(b) Posting of License 

No person shall post any license issued under this chapter upon any premises other than those 
listed in the application and no person shall knowingly deface or destroy such license. 

(c) Consent to Inspection 

Every applicant procuring a liquor license thereby consents to the entry of the Sheriff’s 
Department or other duly authorized representatives of the town without warrant to all 
reasonable hours for the purpose of inspection and search, and consents to the removal from 
such premises of all things and articles there had in violation of town ordinances or state laws, 
and consents to the introduction of such things and articles of evidence in any prosecution that 
may be brought for such offenses. 

(d) Clear View of Interior 

No premises licensed for the sale of fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor at retail 
shall, during the days they are required to close or during the hours in which the sale of liquor 
is prohibited, obstruct by the use of curtains, blinds, screens or any other manner, a full and 
complete view of the interior from the outside. During the hours in which the sale of 
intoxicating liquor is permitted, a full and complete view of the interior from the outside shall be 
afforded either through an entrance door or a window and during such hours their premises 
shall be properly and adequately lighted. 

(e) Operators to Tend Bar 

No person other than a Class B licensee or licensed operator shall tend bar or shall draw or 
remove any fermented malt beverage from any barrel, keg, cask, bottle or other container on 
premises requiring a Class B license for sale or service to a customer for consumption in or 
upon the premises where sold. 

(f) Credit Sales 

 No retail Class A or B licensee shall sell or offer to sell any person on credit fermented malt 
beverages or intoxicating liquor or receive from any person any goods, wares, merchandise or 
other articles in exchange therefore where fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor is to 
be consumed on the premises so licensed, except the prohibition on extension of credit shall 
not apply to credit extended by a hotel to a resident guest or a club to a bona fide member. 

(g) Music 

All music in any licensed premises shall cease one-half hour before legal closing time. 

(h) Diluting Liquor 

No person shall dilute or add to any fermented malt beverage or intoxicating liquor for the 
purpose of selling or offering the same for sale from or in any original container. Possession of 
any original container containing any fermented malt beverage or intoxicating liquor so diluted 
or added to shall be prima facie proof that the possessor thereof intended to violate the 
provisions of this subsection. 
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(i) Evasion of Requirements 

The giving away of fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquors or other shift or device to 
evade the provisions of this chapter relating to the sale of such beverages or liquors shall be 
deemed to be unlawful selling. 

(j) Free Drinks in Restaurants 

No person operating a restaurant shall, directly or indirectly, give away or furnish free of charge 
or permit the giving away or furnishing free of charge any fermented malt beverages or 
intoxicating liquor on his restaurant premises. 

(k) Service in Restaurants 

Fermented malt beverages and intoxicating liquor shall be sold in restaurants only at tables and 
to seated customers. 

(l) Employment of Minors 

No retail Class B licensee shall employ any person under 18 years of age, but this shall not 
apply to hotels, restaurants or combination grocery stores and taverns where not to exceed 20 
percent of the gross revenue is derived from the sale of fermented malt beverages and 
intoxicating liquors. 

(m) Orderly Operation 

Each licensed premises shall at all times be conducted in an orderly manner, and do disorderly, 
riotous or indecent conduct shall be allowed at any time on any licensed premises. 

(n) Gambling 

No gambling of any sort shall be permitted in any form upon the licensed premises. Slot 
machines or any similar devices of chance are prohibited and shall not be kept on the premises. 
No license holder or any employee thereof shall participate in any dive game which is not 
considered gambling, at any time. 

(o) Dancing 

No dancing of any kind shall be permitted upon the premises by patrons or entertainers, except 
in bona fide clubs, hotels or on other premises where traffic in fermented malt beverages or 
intoxicating liquors is incidental only and not the object or purpose of its existence, and except 
premises licensed under this chapter for dancing. 

25.12 CLOSING HOURS 

(a) Prohibited Hours 

Section 125.32(3), Wisconsin Statutes, shall apply except that premises for which a Class C 
wholesaler’s license has been issued shall also be closed between 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., and 
provided further that no premises for which a Class B license has been issued shall remain open 
between 6:00 p.m., December 24, and 8:00 a.m., December 25. 

(b) “Closed” Defined 

The word “closed” as used in this chapter means locked and cleared of all persons. Permission 
may be obtained from the Sheriff’s Department for the making of necessary repairs to the 
licensed premises during closing hours. 

 (c) Sales When Closed 

No person shall sell, offer for sale, or serve any fermented malt beverages on any licensed 
premises during the hours within which such premises are required to be closed. 
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(d) Grocery Store Sales 

No fermented malt beverage shall be sold, given away, exchanged, offered for sale or removed 
from any grocery store licensed to sell fermented malt beverages between the hours of 1:00 
a.m. and 8:00 a.m. 

25.13 LICENSE TO BE USED 

Except for Class B picnic licenses, all fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor licenses shall be actively 
used during the regular operating hours on the licensed premises. If substantial use is not made of a license 
throughout any 60-day period, the license shall be void and shall be available for reissue by the Town Board. 
Periodic use of the license during the 60-day period shall not be considered substantial use. 

25.14 REVOCATION OF LICENSES 

Whenever there is reason to believe that the holder of any fermented malt beverage or intoxicating liquor 
license shall have violated this chapter or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto, proceedings for the 
revocation of the license may be undertaken in the manner an under the procedure established by Section 
125.12, Wisconsin Statutes. 

25.15 RESERVED 

25.16 SALES TO MINORS 

No intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverages shall be sold, dispensed, given away, or furnished to any 
person under the age of 21 years unless accompanied by parent, guardian or spouse. 

25.17 PENALTIES 

Any person who himself or by his agent or employee shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter, or who 
having has his license revoked, shall continue to operate, shall upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
forfeiture of not more than $500 and the costs of prosecution or by imprisonment in the county jail until such 
forfeiture and costs are paid for a term of not more than 90 days, and his license shall be subject to revocation 
by the court in its discretion. In the event that any person shall be convicted of a felony, such offender, in 
addition to the penalties herein provided, shall forfeit forthwith any license issued under this chapter without 
further notice. 

25.18 USE OF PREMISES WITHOUT SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Licensee may permit underage persons to enter or remain upon the premises on a date specified by the 
licensee or permittee during which time no alcoholic beverages shall be consumed, sold or given away, subject 
to the terms of this provision. An underage person may enter or remain on Class “B” licensed premises on a 
date specified by the licensee or permittee during times when no alcohol beverages are consumed, sold or 
given away. During those times, the licensee, the agent named in the license if the licensee is a corporation or 
a person who has an operator’s license shall be on the premises unless all alcohol beverages are stored in a 
locked portion of the premises. The licensee shall notify the Town Police Department, in advance, of the times 
underage persons will be allowed on the premises under this ordinance. Such notification shall be in writing 
and must be received in the office of the Chief of Police not less than 48 hours prior to the start of the 
scheduled nonalcohol event. 

 

REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

25.02 R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 
25.15 REPEALED 04-17 2017-04-03 

 



CHAPTER 26 

RESERVED 

 
REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

Whole Chapter REPEALED 04-17 2017-04-03 
 



CHAPTER 29 

BUILDING CODE FOR NEW ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 

29.01  ADOPTION OF WISCONSIN UNIFORM DWELLING CODE 
 

Chapter Ins. 22, Wisconsin Administrative Code, Energy Conservation Standards of the One- and Two-Family 
Dwelling Code, as adopted and effective December 1, 1978, and Chapters Ind. 20 Administration & 
Enforcement, Ind 21 Construction Standards, Ind 23 Heating, Ventilating & Air Conditioning, Ind 24 Electrical 
Standards and the Ind 25 Plumbing & Potable Water Standards, Wisconsin Administrative Code, adopted and 
effective June 1, 1980 and all amendments thereto, are adopted and incorporated in this code by reference. 

The Building Inspector, as certified by the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations, is hereby 
authorized and directed to administer and enforce all of the provisions of the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code. 

Any existing ordinances pertaining to the construction of new dwellings that conflict with the Uniform Dwelling 
Code are hereby repealed. 

29.02  BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED 
No person shall build or cause to be built any one- or two-family dwelling without first obtaining a state 
uniform building permit for such dwelling. Such building permit shall be furnished by the town. A copy of such 
permit issued shall be filed with the Town Building Department. 

29.03  BUILDING PERMIT FEE 
Fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time. 

29.04  PENALTIES 
The Town Board shall provide for the enforcement of the section and all other laws and ordinances relating to 
buildings by means of the withholding of building permits, imposition of forfeitures and injuncture action. 

29.05  SEVERABILITY 
If any section, clause or portion of this chapter of Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapters Ind 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24 and 25 is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions 
shall not be affected thereby. 

29.06  EFFECTIVE DATE 
This chapter shall take effect June 1, 1980, upon passage and publication.  
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CHAPTER 30 

BUILDING CODE 
30.01  SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN CODE ADOPTED 

Pursuant to the authority of Section 66.035 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Southeastern Wisconsin Uniform 
Building Code in the form prepared by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Uniform Building Code Commission under 
date of January 1967, together with all subsequent revisions, amendments and supplements to such code, is 
hereby adopted and incorporated by reference as Section 30.01 to 30.50 of the Town Code of the Town of 
Lisbon. 

A copy of the Southeastern Wisconsin Uniform Building Code shall be on file and open to public inspection in 
the office of the Town Clerk for two (2) weeks prior to the adoption of this chapter, and shall remain 
permanently on file and open to public inspection from and after the adoption of this chapter. 

30.02  DISPOSITION OF BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

The Building Inspector shall make a monthly report to the Town Board showing fees collected pursuant to the 
building code and permits issued. The Building Inspector shall remit all fees collected to the Town Treasurer 
and shall be paid as compensation for his services and expenses incurred a sum equal to 75% of all such fees 
collected. Payment shall be authorized by the Town Board at its meeting immediately following the end of 
each month. 

30.03  BOARD OF APPEALS 

The Board of Appeals created under the zoning ordinance of the town shall also serve as the Board of Appeals 
under the building regulations herein adopted. 

30.04  UNIFORM DWELLING CODE 

(a) The State of Wisconsin, Administrative Code, Chapter Ind, 22.01 Uniform Dwelling Code as 
adopted and effective December 1, 1978, and all amendments hereto, is adopted and 
incorporated in this code by reference. 

(b) The Building Inspector and his delegated representatives are hereby authorized and directed to 
administer and enforce all of the provisions of Chapter Ind. 22.01, Uniform Dwelling Code. 

30.05  BUILDING INSPECTOR 

(a) Created. 

There is hereby created the office of Building Inspector of the Town of Lisbon. The Building 
Inspector shall be charged with enforcement of all Building codes within the Town of Lisbon, 
such duties as are imposed by statute, and such other duties as required under the provisions 
of the Town Code or are required by action of the Town Board. 

(b) Appointment 

The Building Inspector shall be appointed by the Town Chairperson and approved by the Town 
Board for a term of two (2) years, or until his successor shall be duly appointed and qualified. 
Terms shall expire of May 1 of odd numbered years. 

(c) Fees 

The compensation of the Building Inspector shall be established by the Town Board, from time 
to time. Fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time 

 (d) Deputy 

In case of the absence or the inability of the Building Inspector to act, the Town Board may 
appoint a Deputy Building Inspector who shall have the same powers as the Building Inspector. 
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(e) Qualifications 

The person chosen to fill the office of Building Inspector shall have the following qualifications. 

(1) He shall be of good moral character. 

(2) He shall be versed in all methods of building construction, the Statutes and 
Administrative Code of the State of Wisconsin relating to Building Codes, the Uniform 
Dwelling Code, and such other codes, administrative regulations or statutes as govern 
the construction of buildings within the town. 

(f) Records 

There shall be kept in the office of the Building Inspector a complete record of all applications 
and permits regularly numbered in the order of their issuance. There shall also be kept in the 
office of the Building Inspector a record of all inspections made and other official work 
performed under the provisions of the Building Code or the Town Code, and so arranged so as 
to afford prompt information concerning issuance of building permits. 

(g) Duties 

The Building Inspector shall visit and inspect all buildings and premises and make a thorough 
examination of all aspects of building construction. Where the Building Inspector, upon 
inspection, determines that a dangerous of unsafe condition exists, he shall notify the person 
owning, using, operating or constructing the structure and require the structure to be placed in 
a safe condition. 

(h) The Building Inspector shall have the right at any reasonable time to enter any building or 
premises except occupied dwellings in the discharge of his official duties and for that purpose 
shall be given prompt access upon notification to the proper authority. He shall have the right 
to order discontinuance of electric service to premises where he is denied access or entry. No 
person shall interfere with or refuse to permit access to any such premises by the Building 
Inspector. 

30.06  BOND REQUIRED 

(a) Amount of Bond 

At the time of application for a building permit involving the modification or remodeling of an 
existing building, or the construction of any new building, where the total cost of the 
modification, remodeling or construction is anticipated to exceed $5,000 or at the time of 
application for a building permit which involves erection or construction of a swimming pool, the 
applicant shall deposit a cash bond with the Town Clerk in the following amounts. 

(1) The sum of $300.00 where the building permit involves the modification or remodeling 
of any residential structure, or involves the construction or erection of a swimming pool; 

(2) The sum of $500.00 where the building permit involves construction of a residential 
structure, provided however, that an additional sum of  $100.00 per unit shall be 
deposited with the Town Clerk where the residence or construction involves a multi-
family structure of not less than four (4) units. 

(3) The sum of $500.00 or such other amount as the Town Board may determine from time 
to time, where the building permit involves the modification, remodeling or construction 
of any other building or structure. 
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(b) Use of Bond Proceeds 

The bond proceeds shall be held by the Town Clerk until such time as an occupancy permit has 
been issued, at which time the bond proceeds, or the portion thereof remaining on deposit with 
the Town Clerk, shall be   returned to the applicant. In the event any town road or right-of-way, 
or any culvert or drainage ditch adjacent to the applicant’s property, is damaged incident to the 
modification, remodeling or construction of any building or structure, or the erection or 
construction of any swimming pool, the Town Clerk shall use the bond proceeds to the extent 
sufficient, to indemnify the town with respect to any repair costs incurred by the town, it being 
the sole responsibility of the applicant to repair any damage caused to the road, right-of-way, 
culverts, or drainage ditches adjacent to the property of the applicant where such damage 
occurs incident to construction or remodeling activities contemplated by issuance of the building 
permit. In addition, the Town Clerk shall use the bond proceeds, to the extent sufficient, to pay 
any additional inspection fees incurred by the town as to any inspections undertaken at the 
direction of the Town Building Inspector which are in excess of those contemplated in the fee 
charged for issuance of the building permit. The Town Clerk shall notify the property owner 
promptly in writing of any funds to be retained by the town for such damages, and the 
applicant may thereafter, within thirty (30) days, apply to the Town Board for the review of any 
such charges. The decision of the Town Board shall be final. 

(c) Forfeiture  

In the event any person for whom a building permit has been issued occupies a building, or 
commences use of a swimming pool facility before the final inspection of the building or 
swimming pool has occurred, and before an occupancy permit has been issued as provided 
under the terms of this code, then in that event the cash bond on deposit with the Town Clerk 
shall be deemed forfeited. Notice of such forfeiture shall be promptly sent to the applicant. 

(d) Release of Bond 

At such time as the final inspection of the building and/or swimming pool has occurred, and an 
occupancy permit has been issued for the building and/or swimming pool, the Building 
Inspector shall notify the Town Clerk who shall remit the applicant to proceeds of the cash bond 
remaining on deposit with the Town Clerk. 

30.07 UNIFORM STREET ADDRESS SYSTEM 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established a uniform system of numbering properties fronting on all streets, 
highways, and rights-of-way in the Town of Lisbon, and all existing residences and places of 
business, and all residences and places of business which are hereafter constructed, shall be 
numbered in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(b) County System Applies 

The uniform address system for the Town of Lisbon shall be based on, and become a part of, a 
uniform address system for Waukesha County, as recommended by the County Board on 
November 12, 1957. All provisions herein relating to the establishment of a uniform address 
system for the County are hereby approved and such provisions as are applicable to the Town 
of Lisbon, as more specifically set forth in the following section, are hereby adopted by the 
Board of the Town of Lisbon. 

(c) Affixing Numbers 

Whenever any residence or place of business shall be erected or occupied in the Town of 
Lisbon, it shall be the duty of the owner or occupant to procure the correct number and street 
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name from the Building Inspector and, prior to occupancy of any residence or place of business, 
install, or cause to be installed those numbers on the premises parallel to the side of the street 
on which the home and/or business is located; in a place clearly visible from the road, no more 
than 25 feet from the edge of the road pavement; within ten (10) feet of either side edge of the 
driveway; between two (2) feet and five (5) feet above the finished grade at the point of 
installation. Homes and businesses sharing a common driveway or located on a private road 
shall have numbers at the intersection with the public road, at each split, fork, or intersection 
thereafter, and n the property itself as specified in this ordinance. 

(d) Size and Dimension of Numbers 

The minimum size of the numbers assigned under the uniform address system to be installed 
shall be 2-1/4 inches wide and 3-1/2 inches high. The letters and numbers assigned shall be 
black on white or a reflective background. The numbers shall be installed at a place clearly 
visible from the traveled portion of the road. Mailboxes may serve to display the house numbers 
if there are located within ten (10) feet of the driveway and provided there is no other mailbox 
adjacent. House numbers displayed on mailboxes must be placed two (2) feet and five (5) feet 
above the finished grade at the point of installation. In instances where more than one (1) 
mailbox exists, house numbers must also be placed on each individual property as prescribed by 
the ordinance. 

 (e) Penalty 

If the owner or occupant of any residence or place of business fails to comply with the 
provisions of this ordinance, the Law Enforcement officer, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement 
Officer, or designated representative of the Fire Department, shall serve written notice requiring 
compliance with this section by the owner or occupant. If the owner or occupant neglects to 
comply with the notice issued by the Building Inspector for a period of ten (10) days, then, in 
that event, the owner or occupant shall, upon conviction of a violation of this ordinance, be 
subject to a forfeiture of not less than $50.00 per day for each day the violation continues, 
together with the cost of prosecution. 

 

30.08 LAND DISTRUBANCE  

 (a) Definitions 

1. Necessary Backfill – Material placed immediately adjacent to a new building/or building 
addition for the purpose of covering planned sub-surface walls and foundations.  
Includes material to support access to the building such as, driveways, sidewalks, steps 
and stoops. 

2. Minor Grading Permit – Permit processed by the Building Inspector for land disturbing 
activities which are not associated with new building/or building addition that disturbs 
less than 6,000 square feet and/or 60 cubic yards.  A minor grading or Conditional Use 
permit is not required for farming activities such as plowing or tilling of the soil. 

3. Grading Permit – Permit issued by the Building Inspector for land disturbance activities, 
which are not associated with new building/or building addition, where Waukesha 
County has jurisdiction and that disturbs more than 6,000 square feet and/or 60 cubic 
yards.  A Grading or Conditional Use permit is not required for farming activities such as 
plowing or tilling of the soil. 

4. Major Grading Permit – Permit issued and approved by the Plan Commission after a 
public hearing. A major grading permit is required where Waukesha County does not 
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have jurisdiction and where land disturbance is in excess of 60 cubic yards or 6,000 
square feet. 

5. Land Disturbing Activity – Land disturbing activity means any man-made alteration of 
the land surface resulting in a change in the topography or existing vegetative or non-
vegetative soil cover, that may result in runoff and lead to an increase in soil erosion 
and movement of sediment into waters of the state.  Land disturbing construction 
activity includes clearing and grubbing, demolition, excavating, pit trench dewatering, 
filling and grading activities. The import of more than fifteen cubic yards of wood or tree 
material in excess of five- inch diameter and longer than 24 inches shall be considered 
land-disturbing activity.  

6. Conditional Use – A use which may not conform with permitted uses of a category but 
which may be permitted by the terms of this ordinance provided that certain conditions 
specified herein or as may be determined to be necessary by the Town are required as 
part of the permit issued by the Town pursuant to this ordinance. A Conditional Use 
permit requires a public hearing held by the Plan Commission. 

(b) Preservation of topography  

1. In order to protect the property owner from possible damage due to change in the 
existing grade of adjoining lands, and to aid in preserving and protecting the natural 
beauty and character of the landscape, no change in the existing topography of any land 
shall be made which would result in: increasing any portion of the slope to a ratio 
greater than three (3) horizontal to one (1) vertical, within a distance of twenty (20) 
feet from the property line, except with the approval of the Building Inspector in 
consultation with the Town storm water engineer; or which would alter the existing 
drainage or topography in any way as to adversely affect the adjoining property. In no 
case shall any slope exceed the normal angle of slippage of the material involved and all 
slopes shall be protected against erosion. 

2. Retaining walls shall be a minimum of 5' from the property line to allow maintenance 
without crossing onto adjacent property.  All retaining walls shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Building Inspector. In addition, retaining walls over 4' in height require 
Plan Commission approval for location, height, building materials and aesthetics.  Any 
retaining wall proposed within 5' of the property line requires approval of the Town Plan 
Commission.  No retaining wall shall be constructed in a manner that would adversely 
affect surface drainage on the adjacent property. 

3. Fill or grading considered by the Building Inspector to be necessary backfill and/or 
excavation for an otherwise permitted structure may be permitted without the necessity 
of securing a Conditional Use permit as long as said fill or grading is accessory to said 
construction and does not create slopes greater than three (3) horizontal to one (1) 
vertical and does not extend to a distance greater than thirty (30) feet from the 
foundation and does not divert runoff directly onto adjacent property or adversely affect 
adjoining property. In order to make such a determination, the property owner shall 
submit a grading plan of existing and proposed grades on the subject lot and adjacent 
lands (extending a minimum of 50' onto the abutting property) where said accessory fill 
and/or grading is closer than twenty (20) feet to a property line.  The Grading Plan shall 
include existing and proposed: topography, driveways, buildings, septic systems, wells 
and drainage patterns.  An as-built survey upon completion of the work shall be filed 
with the Town Building Inspector to ensure adherence to the Grading Plan.  
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4. Land Disturbance activities extending greater than thirty (30) feet from the foundation 
may be allowed subject to issuance of a Minor Grading Permit without benefit of a 
Conditional Use Permit unless the quantities and the area of fill exceeds six thousand 
(6,000) square feet and/or sixty (60) cubic yards.  This provision excludes the area 
normally associated with septic system installation, backfilling and grading around the 
foundation, as defined in Section 30.08(A) 1 above, and normal driveway construction. 
Further, no fill or alterations on existing topography shall be allowed under any 
circumstances that will alter the drainage or topography in a way that will adversely 
affect the surrounding lands. In making such a determination, the Building Inspector 
shall have the authority to determine the affect of the construction or fill on surrounding 
property and require improvements and/or facilities as may be in the best interest of 
preserving the topography and drainage system and which will have the effect of 
lessening the impacts on either upstream, downstream or adjacent properties.  Land 
Disturbance activities such as the placement of fill, excavation, and other earth moving 
activities in excess of the above stated (Sec. (B) 4.) may be allowed subject to issuance 
of a Conditional Use Permit as long as said fill, excavation or earth moving activities do 
not occur in a wetland as indicated on the Final Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory Maps for 
Waukesha County or subsequently revised by hydraulic analysis and approved by the 
Army Corps of Engineers and/or the Department of Natural Resources. The Conditional 
Use Permit requires Town Plan Commission approval.  The performance of such land 
disturbance must not impede drainage or reduce the floodwater storage capacity of any 
floodland or flood fringe areas or violate state and federal regulations. 

(c) Design Standards for Land Disturbance Activities 

Land Disturbance activities, unless otherwise indicated, shall comply with the following Design 
Standards: 

1. For any land disturbing activity proper erosion control measures shall be installed and 
maintained throughout the entire project and until the vegetation is established, and a 
Stormwater and Erosion Control permit shall be issued, if required. 

2. For major earth altering activities requiring a Conditional Use Permit, a grading plan 
meeting requirements of Section 30.08, prepared by the owner’s professional engineer, 
landscape architect or architect, who shall be registered  in the State of Wisconsin, 
shall be submitted to the Town and then reviewed  and approved by the Town Plan 
Commission upon recommendation of the Town Engineer. 

3. A deadline for completion of the entire project shall be established.  The Town Plan 
Commission must approve of any extensions to the deadline established. 

4. No other work is authorized.  All work shall be completed in accordance with the 
approved plans. 

5. No adverse drainage, runoff, erosion or sedimentation shall take place onto adjoining 
properties or to environmentally sensitive areas public or private roads and right of 
ways. 

6. An As-Built survey of the land disturbance prepared by the Owner's Professional 
Engineer shall be prepared and submitted to the Building Inspector within 30 days of the 
completion of grading and landscaping to assure compliance with the approved plan.  If 
the applicant does not produce the required grading plan the Building Inspector shall 
authorize the Town  Engineer to produce an As-built survey of the land disturbance 
and charge the Owner as a current service the cost of producing the plan. 
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(d) Landscape and Other Berms 

Landscape berms which are greater than three, (3) feet above existing topography require Town Plan 
Commission approval.  All berms shall comply with all requirements of Section 30.08 and the following 
design standards.  A property owner desiring to exceed these standards must request a public hearing 
with notice sent to all property owners within 300' of the subject property. 

1. The top of berms within 50' of the property line shall have a maximum height of 8' above 
existing property line elevation or centerline elevation of abutting street pavement, whichever is 
greater.  Beyond 50' from the property line,  berms may increase in height by 1 foot for each 
additional 25' from the property line, to a maximum height of 12' above property line or 
abutting road centerline pavement elevation. 

2. The toe (base) of the berm must be a minimum of 10' from all front yard, side yard and rear 
yard property lines. 

3. Decorative or landscape berms shall be undulating and staggered. The top of berm shall vary in 
height from maximum height to 2/3 maximum height and back again, for every 100' along the 
top of the berm. High and low points must  be at least 15' long.  For every 100' of berm length 
at least two low points in the berm undulation are required. Side slopes of the berm must be 3 
to 1 maximum and be mowable. Berms constructed to protect from storm water events shall 
not be required to be undulating. 

4. Berms shall be landscaped in accordance with a landscape plan approved by the Town Plan 
Commission.  The plan shall include the installation and mature height and diameter of all 
vegetation, and the types of all vegetation use proposed timetable for installation; and 
seeding mixtures. 

5. The berm shall be mowed and maintained on a regular basis similar to that of  normal lawn 
maintenance, or as determined by the Town Plan Commission. Any vegetation that dies within 3 
years of installation shall be replaced with the same or substantially similar materials and within 
an amount of time as specified by the Town Plan Commission. 

6. If the berm cannot be completed and vegetated prior to October 1st of the calendar year, the 
area shall be properly mulched over the winter season until work can recommence the following 
spring. 

7. No berm shall interfere with vision of adjacent roads, easements, or driveways nor be 
constructed within any public right-of-way or highway expansion area designated on the current 
Waukesha County Official Highway Width Map or within a Vision Easement. 

8. The berm shall not adversely impact the existing drainage patterns in the area,  or appropriate 
measures shall be taken to alleviate adverse drainage (swales, etc.). 

9. The type of material used to construct the berm shall be approved by the Town  Plan 
Commission. 

10. A minimum of 4 inches of topsoil shall be used on the entire berm for revegetation purposes. 

11. A minimum setback of 50’ is required from all wetland, floodplain, and corridor areas. 

12. Berms may extend across property lines with written permission of the adjacent property owner 
(maximum berm height shall be based on existing property line elevation prior to berm 
construction).  Berms extending over property lines will require the granting of reciprocal 
easements over the berm area.  In addition a maintenance agreement is required to be 
prepared and submitted to the Town Attorney for review and approval.  Berm easement and 
maintenance agreement must be signed by all parties involved and recorded in the Waukesha 
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County Register of Deeds Office.  Easements must provide permission for the Town to 
implement the provisions of the Conditional Use Permit, including reimbursement for plan 
implementation expenses incurred by the Town of Lisbon. 

13. A financial guaranty in the form of a cash deposit or letter of credit equaling 115% of the 
estimated cost of the grading and plant materials shall be submitted to the Town.  Said surety 
will be released by the Town Board upon recommendation of the Town Engineer upon 
completion of the project in accordance with the conditional approval. 

14. As a condition of the Conditional Use Permit the Town may require a deed restriction to run 
with the land that provides maintenance requirements for the land disturbing activity. 

(e) Site Protection  

1. Any property where Land Disturbance activities occur as may be authorized thru the issuance of 
a Minor Grading Permit or a Conditional Use Permit, shall  be required to protect the disturbed 
land surface of the lot or building site that is susceptible to erosion while under construction 
and which is not occupied with buildings, dedicated parking areas or other hard surfaced areas 
with suitable stabilization measures.  Said disturbed areas shall be permanently stabilized and 
continuously maintained with suitable vegetative cover or other approved landscape material, 
and in any case, shall be required to conform to the provisions of the Waukesha County 
Construction Site Erosion Control Ordinance #146-158.  To ensure performance, a financial 
guarantee in the form of a cash deposit or letter of credit, approved by the Town Attorney, may 
be required by the Town Plan Commission. 

(f)    Waukesha County Permit 

1. Any property that requires a permit for earth altering activities from Waukesha County shall be 
exempted from the seeking a Conditional Use Permit from the Town of Lisbon.  A Grading 
Permit issued by the Lisbon Building Inspector shall be required. 
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CHAPTER 31 

ELECTRICAL CODE 
31.01 TITLE 

This chapter shall be known as the electrical code of the Town of Lisbon 

31.02 PURPOSE 

(a) The purpose of the electrical code is to safeguard person and property by establishing certain 
minimum regulations, standards, provisions and requirements for the safe and stable design, 
methods of construction, and use of materials, affected by any installation, repair, or 
maintenance of electrical wiring, fixtures, equipment and devices of any kind used in connection 
with the use or maintenance of such electrical systems. It is further provided for licensing of 
persons, firms and corporations undertaking electrical work, and fixing a penalty for violation 
thereof. 

(b) In addition to the regulations, standards and procedures herein set forth, all electrical work 
performed on equipment or appliances utilized or installed within the Town of Lisbon shall 
comply with the provisions of the Wisconsin Electrical Code and the orders of the State 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations for the State of Wisconsin; provided 
however, that in the event of conflict or ambiguity concerning any of the foregoing the stricter 
provisions shall govern. 

(c) The electrical license and permit regulations of this code shall not apply to the following: 

(1) The installation, alteration, or repair of electrical generation, transmission, or distribution 
equipment, but not utilization equipment, owned and operated by an electrical public 
utility company. 

(2) The installation, alteration, or repair of signal or communication equipment where such 
equipment is owned and operated by a public utility company or the town. 

(3) Any work in ships, railway cars, trackless trolleys, buses, aircraft, or automobiles. 

(4) Any work in connection with electrical equipment used for radio and television 
transmission, but not including supply wires to such equipment. 

(5) Any work involved in the manufacturing or testing of electrical equipment or apparatus, 
but not including any permanent wiring or equipment. 

(6) Any work associated with: 

(A) The repair of pug-connected electrical appliances or device. 

(B) Permanently connected electrical appliances or devices which have been 
electrically and mechanically disconnected and separated from all sources of 
electrical supply by an electrical licensee. 

(C) The opening switches or the blowing or removal of fuses shall not be considered 
as electrical or mechanical disconnection or separation. 

(7) The installation or replacement of approved fuses which are not oversize for the circuit 
involved. 

(8) The installation or replacement of approved pin type lamps, screw base lamps, or plug-
connected portable appliances which do not overload the circuit involved and are not 
located in hazardous locations. 
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31.03 ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 

(a) Created 

There is hereby created the office of Electrical Inspector of the Town of Lisbon, who shall 
perform such duties as are specified in the electrical code and have general management and 
control of all matters pertaining to the electrical inspection and enforcement of the electrical 
code. 

(b) Appointment 

The Electrical Inspector shall be appointed by the Town Chairman and approved by the Town 
Board for a term of two (2) years or until his successor shall be duly appointed and qualified. 
Terms shall expire on May 1 of odd numbered years. 

(c) Fees 

The Electrical Inspector shall receive as his compensation the fees provided by in this chapter. 
All supplies necessary for his office shall be furnished by the town. 

(d) Deputy 

In case of the absence or the inability of the Electrical Inspector to act, the Town Board may 
appoint a Deputy Electrical Inspector who shall have the same powers as the Electrical 
Inspector. 

(e) Qualifications 

The person chosen to fill the office of Electrical Inspector shall have the following qualifications: 

(1) He shall be of good moral character. 

(2) He shall be versed in approved methods of electrical construction for safety of life and 
property, the Statutes of the State of Wisconsin relating to electrical work, the rules and 
regulations issued by the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations of 
Wisconsin, under authority of the statutes, the national electric safety code of the United 
States Bureau of Standards, and the National Electrical Code of the American Insurance 
Association. 

(3) He shall have had at least five (5) years experience as a journey man electrician. 

(f) Records 

There shall be kept in the office of the Electrical Inspector a complete record of all applications 
and permits regularly numbered in the order of their issue. There shall also be kept in the office 
of the Electrical Inspector a record of all inspections made and other official work performed 
under the provisions of the electrical code and so arranged as to afford prompt information 
concerning electrical installations. 

(g) Duties 

(1) The electrical Inspector shall visit and inspect all buildings and premises and make a 
thorough examination of all the electrical wiring, equipment and devices installed, and 
when found to be in a dangerous or unsafe condition, he shall notify the person owning, 
using, operating or installing same to place them in a safe condition, he shall notify the 
person owning, using, operating or installing same to place them in a safe condition. 
Such necessary repairs or changes shall be completed according to the provisions of this 
code. The Electrical Inspector is hereby authorized to order the discontinuance of 
electrical service to such defective electrical system until it shall have been repaired, 
removed, or altered as directed, to comply with the electrical code, by the Electrical 
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Inspector. Failure to obey any such order shall subject the person to the penalties 
provided for violation of this code. 

(2) The Electrical Inspector is not required to furnish engineering or technical service in any 
form other than that of inspection. 

(h) Authority to Turn Off Currents 

The Electrical Inspector shall have the authority to cause the immediate turning off of all 
electrical current to any equipment which he finds, in the exercise of sound judgment, to be in 
condition creating imminent danger to person or property, and to cut or discontinue electrical 
service in cases of emergency where he finds, in the exercise of his sound judgment, that such 
electrical installations are creating imminent danger to person or property, or where such 
installations may interfere with the work of the Fire Department. No person shall reconnect any 
equipment thus cut off until written permission is given by the Electrical Inspector. 

(i) Right of Entry 

The Electrical Inspector shall have the right at any reasonable time to enter any building or 
premises except occupied dwellings in the discharge of his official duties and for that purpose 
shall be given prompt access upon notification to the proper authority. He shall have the right 
to order discontinuance of electric service to premises where he is denied access or entry. No 
person shall interfere with or refuse to permit access to any such premises by the Electrical 
Inspector. 

31.04 LIABILITY OF TOWN 

The electrical code shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility or liability of any person 
supplying electricity to, or selling, renting, leasing, owning, using, operating, controlling, installing, altering, 
repairing, removing, replacing, disturbing, connecting, disconnecting or maintaining, any electrical equipment, 
for damages to person or property caused by any defect therein or therefrom, nor shall the town be held as 
assuming any responsibility or liability by reason of the issuance or revocation of any license, permit or 
certificate, or the inspection or re-inspection authorized by the electrical code, or by reason of the approval or 
disapproval of any electrical equipment, sales, rentals, drawing, plans, specifications, materials, samples, test 
reports, literature, information or schedules, authorized in this code. Nor shall the town be held liable for any 
damages resulting from the enforcement of the electrical code. 

31.05 DEFINITIONS 

Terms used in this chapter mean as follows: 

Electrical system:  All wires, equipment or devices installed for the purpose of conducting or 
safeguarding electrical current at all voltages. 

Electrical work:  Any act in connection with the installing, altering or maintaining of electrical systems, 
which act ordinarily requires the use of tools. 

Wiring:  All conductors and all other devices incident to the means for safely conducting electrical 
current. 

Approved:  Listed by, or bearing the label of approval of the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Incorporated; 
or other qualified approving laboratory or agency. 
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31.06 RESERVED 

31.07 REVOCATON OF LICENSE 

(a) The Town Board may suspend or revoke any electrical license issued pursuant hereto upon 
proof that such license was obtained by fraud or misrepresentation or through gross error, or 
that the holder thereof is incompetent or has been guilty of any dishonest practice or practices 
in connection with his work as a licensee. Before any license is suspended or revoked, the 
holder shall be given a written notice enumerating the charges and specifying a date, not less 
than ten (10) days after the service of such notice, on which the holder shall be given a hearing 
before the Town Board. He shall have the right to present any testimony by himself and others. 
He may be represented by agent or attorney before the Town Board, and it shall be the duty of 
the Town Attorney upon request to represent the Town Board at any such hearing. The findings 
of the town Board shall be final, except that any license holder who feels aggrieved therewith, 
shall have the right to further prosecute his case before any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) A license may be suspended for a period not exceeding one year. Whenever a license has been 
so suspended, the former holder thereof shall have the same status as a person not previously 
licensed. 

31.08 ELECTRICAL PERMITS 

(a) Permits Required. 

The Electrical Inspector shall issue permits for execution of electrical installation for light, heat 
or power upon the filing of proper application which shall be made on blanks furnished by the 
Electrical Inspector prescribing the nature of the work and such other information as may be 
required for inspection, and no work shall be done until a permit has been obtained. 

(b) Inspection of all electrical equipment and installations shall be charged fees which shall be set 
by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time. 

(c) Town Expenses for Administration of Electrical Code. 

All electrical inspection charges as herein provided shall be paid by the applicant for an 
electrical permit to the Electrical Inspector at the time application for such permit is filed. All 
electrical permit fees collected by the Electrical Inspector shall be paid to the Town Treasurer, 
and the sum of 20 percent of all electrical inspection fees paid to the Town Treasurer by the 
Electrical Inspector shall be retained by the town for reimbursement to the town for its 
expenses in the administration and enforcement of the electrical code. The balance of such 
electrical inspection fees shall be paid to the Electrical Inspector as has compensation for 
services rendered as Electrical Inspector for the Town of Lisbon. The Electrical Inspector shall 
receive $10 of each new, renewal, or late renewal contractor’s license, and $10 of each limited 
use license fee. 

(d) Wiring of Primary Residence. 

Any homeowner, with the approval of the Electrical Inspector, may apply for an electrical permit 
to do interior wiring at their own home. Their own home shall be defined as an existing dwelling 
that they occupy and use as their mailing address a least 9 months of the year. The work is 
limited to wiring on the load side of the main switch or circuit breaker (homeowners cannot 
install new services). The approval of the Electrical Inspector is contingent on the homeowner 
supplying the name of their homeowner’s insurance carrier and a $100 cash completion bond 
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paid to the Town of Lisbon. This money will be refunded after final inspection by the Electrical 
Inspector. All permit fees that apply to electrical contractors in this chapter will also apply to 
homeowners. This includes late permit fees, reinspections, and failure to call for final 
inspections. 

31.09 CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION 

Current shall not be turned on for any electrical installation until a certificate of inspection shall have been 
issued by the Electrical Inspector. In occupies buildings, however, where a permit for lighting fixtures has been 
issued, the Electrical Inspector may authorize the installation of meters for electrical service after the wiring 
has been inspected and approved. No certificate shall be issued if there are any outstanding corrections to be 
made. No certificate shall be issued if previous permits are not complete as to work done and the fees paid on 
any work that has been reported as complete. 

31.10 INSTALLATION STANDARDS 

(a) In General. 

No certificate of inspection shall be issued unless the electric light, power or heating installation 
and all other electrical apparatus connected with it are in strict conformity with the provisions of 
the Electrical code. 

(b) Approved Materials. 

No Electrical materials, devices or appliances shall be used or installed in the Town of Lisbon 
unless they are approved in conformity with the provisions of the electrical code. 

31.11 APPEALS 

Whenever the Electrical Inspector shall determine that all or part of the electrical work of any building is not in 
strict compliance with the provisions of the electrical code, he shall in cases where the construction is in 
progress, give five (5) days written notice thereof to the owner of his authorized agent or attorney. Such 
contractor or owner may, within five (5) days after receiving such notice, file a petition in writing for a review 
of the action of the Electrical Inspector. The petition may be filed either with the chairman or with any one of 
the members of the Town Board. Upon receipt thereof, the board shall meet and forthwith determine whether 
the electrical code and the state and national electrical codes; thereupon the Town Chairperson shall cause 
written findings and decision to be filed, reflecting the action of the board, and shall further cause a copy 
thereof to be mailed or delivered to such contractor or owner.  

 

REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

31.08(b) R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 
31.08(c) R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 

 



CHAPTER 32 

PLUMBING CODE 
32.01 DEFINITION 

Plumbing for the purpose of this chapter is hereby defined as follows: 

(a) As is stated in Section 145.01 (1), (a), (c), (d), and (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(b) The construction, connection to or alteration of any drain, soil or waste pipe to carry domestic 
sewage, storm water or industrial waste from a point three (3) feet outside of the foundation 
walls of any building to the sewer lateral at the curb or other disposal terminal, including the 
private sewage disposal or treatment plant. This definition does not include minor repairs to 
faucets and the removal of stoppages in soil or waste pipes. 

32.02 STATE CODE ADOPTED 
 
The provisions and regulations of the Wisconsin State Plumbing Code adopted by the State Division of Health 
of Wisconsin are hereby made a part of this chapter by reference, and shall extend over and govern the 
installation of all plumbing installed, altered or repaired in the Town of Lisbon. 

32.03 PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

(a) There is hereby created the position of Plumbing Inspector who shall be appointed by the Town 
Chairman and approved by the Town Board, for a term of two (2) years, expiring on May 1 of 
odd numbered years. The Plumbing Inspector shall be licensed plumber. The Plumbing 
Inspector shall be compensated for his services as Plumbing Inspector by the payment of all 
permit fees received by the Town Treasurer, except the sum of $1.00 for each permit for the 
installation of plumbing fixtures or water connected appliances shall be retained by the town for 
reimbursement to the town for its expenses in the administration and enforcement of the 
Plumbing Code as provided in Section 32.06(b). The Plumbing Inspector shall perform such 
duties as are provided in Chapter 145 of the Wisconsin Statutes and shall make monthly and 
annual reports to the Town Board. 

(b) The Plumbing Inspector shall be under the direct supervision of the Town Board and shall 
enforce all provisions of this chapter. He shall prepare suitable forms for applications, permits 
and other reports. 

32.04 AUTHORITY OF PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

(a) The Plumbing Inspector shall have authority, which is hereby granted, to enter all buildings in 
the Town of Lisbon in the performance of his duties between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m. daily, except Sunday. Any person who shall willfully or knowingly resist or obstruct the 
Plumbing Inspector in the performance of his duties shall be deemed guilty of a violation of this 
chapter. 

(b) The Plumbing Inspector is authorized to withhold approval of an application for a plumbing 
permit to any person who has not complied with a lawful order of the Plumbing Inspector. The 
person refused such a permit may appeal within ten (10) days to the Town Board. 

(c) It shall be the duty of the plumber in charge to notify the Plumbing Inspector whenever any 
work is ready for inspection; i.e., soil, vent, underground drain, final inspection. All plumbing 
work shall be left exposed until such time as the Plumbing Inspector has completed his 
examination and inspection. When in the opinion of the Plumbing Inspector a test is necessary, 
he may require a water or air test on any part of the installation. 

(d) In case of the absence or the inability of the Plumbing Inspector to act, the Town Board may 
appoint a Deputy Plumbing Inspector who shall have the same powers as the Plumbing 
Inspector. 
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32.05 PERMITS 

(a) Required 

No plumbing shall be installed in the Town of Lisbon without first filing an application and 
receiving a permit so to do. Before a permit to install plumbing may be issued, a plot plan of 
the premises upon which the plumbing is to be installed shall have been approved by the 
Building Inspector and Plumbing Inspector. This plot plan shall include the following: 

(1) The size of the building and its location on the lot. 

(2) The size and location of the proposed system of private sewage disposal. 

(3) The location in feet of all water wells not on the lot but within 45 feet of it. 

(4) The location of the water well on the lot. 

(5) The location in feet of any system of private sewage disposal that is less than 20 feet 
from the lot. 

(6) The slope or slopes of the land surface of the lot is feet per 100 feet or percent of slope. 

(7) The location of all percolation test holes and the data of the test of each hole. This 
means the rate in minutes for the water to fall one (1) inch, plus any data from boring if 
needed. 

(b) Lot Size 

No permit to install plumbing may be issued unless the lot on which the system of private 
sewage disposal is to be installed is large enough to install such a system in full compliance 
with Section H62.20 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. This shall not apply to plumbing to 
be installed inside an existing building. 

(c) Percolation tests 

Percolation test data shall be accepted only from a person or firm that have been certified and 
registered with the Town Board. 

(d) Approval 

Each application must be approved by the Plumbing Inspector before a permit to install 
plumbing may be issued. Licensed master plumbers only may receive such permits, with the 
exception that a permit may be issued to a property owner to install plumbing in a single family 
residence which is owned and occupied by such owner. 

(e) Excavations 

A permit must be applied for and received before excavating in any street, alley or other public 
way to repair, alter or install plumbing. No charge shall be made for such permit, but the 
applicant must furnish a bond as provided in Section 32.07 

(f) Expiration 

A plumbing permit shall be voided when installation work has not started within 3 months from 
the date such permit was issued. It may also be voided upon written request of the person who 
received the permit. 

(g) Performance of Work 

The holder of the permit or his employees shall install all plumbing listed in the application. 
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32.06 SCHEDULE OF PERMIT FEES 

(a) The Town Board shall, from time to time, adopt a schedule of permit fees which shall remain in 
effect until repealed, rescinded or modified by subsequent Board action. 

(b) Such fees must be paid at the time the permit is issued. All permit fees collected by the 
Plumbing Inspector shall be paid to the Town Treasurer and the sum of $1.00 of the fees 
collected by the Plumbing Inspector for a permit for the installation of plumbing fixtures or 
water connected appliances shall be retained by the town for reimbursement to the town for its 
expenses in the administration and enforcement of the Plumbing Code. 

32.07 BOND 

Before a permit may be issued for excavating for plumbing in any public street, way or alley, the person 
applying for such permit shall have executed unto the Town of Lisbon and deposited with the Town Clerk a 
corporate surety bond to be approved by the Town Board in the sum of $1,000, conditioned that he will 
perform faithfully all work with due care and skill and in accordance with the laws, rules, and regulations of 
plumbing. The bond shall state that the person will indemnify and save harmless the Town of Lisbon and the 
owner of the premises against all damages, costs, expenses, outlays and claims of every nature and kind 
arising out of the unskillfulness or negligence on his part in connection with plumbing or excavating for 
plumbing as prescribed in this chapter. Such bond shall remain in force and must be executed for a period of 
one (1) year, except that on such expiration it shall remain in force as to all penalties, claims and demands. 
That may have accrued thereunder prior to such expiration. 

32.08 AREAS WITHOUT PUBLIC SEWERS 

Wisconsin Administrative Code Commerce 85 entitled “Soil and Site Evaluations” is hereby made a part of this 
Chapter by reference and shall be enforced by the Town plumbing inspector except that no residential 
structure shall be permitted in the Town without an on-site sewage disposal system. 

32.09 SEPTIC TANK REGULATIONS 

These regulations apply to private sewer systems. 

(a) Terms used herein mean as follows: 

Seepage Trench:  A trench in which a layer of crushed stone or other loose material has been 
installed for the purpose of filtering septic tank effluent before it is absorbed into the subsoil. 

Seepage Bed: A seepage bed is similar to a seepage trench, but is more than three (3) feet 
wide and shall have more than one (1) line of drainage tiling laid over the filtering material. 

(b) In addition to the septic tank manhole, a four (4) inch diameter cleanout shall be installed 
directly over the center of the tank inlet baffle and extended to the grade. This cleanout shall 
be of the same materials and design as the house sewer cleanout. When desired, in writing, by 
the owner of a private home, the cleanout may be just under the sod if it is plainly marked or 
otherwise made easy to locate. 

(c) The minimum distance that a septic tank shall be from any building is five (5) feet. Septic tanks 
shall be no less than ten (10) feet from any basement wall. 

(d) The house sewer from inside the building to the septic tank shall be of cast iron pipe with 
leaded joints that are well caulked, or type M copper tubing. 

(e) All household waste shall be piped to the septic tank, including all floor draining. 
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(f) The excavated area shall be covered with crushed stone or slag not less than ¾ inch in 
diameter and to a depth of one (1) foot. This stone of slag shall be graded with a uniform grade 
of four (4) inches in 100 feet. The seepage tiling or piping should be laid on the slag and shall 
have the same grade. The whole area shall be covered with 15 pound tarred felt or equal and 
then the trenches or beds may be backfilled. 

(g) The minimum trench width shall be 24 inches at the bottom. No seepage tile or pipe shall be 
installed to discharge over a width of stone more than 36 inches across. Seepage beds may not 
have tiling more than 36 inches apart. 

(h) Seepage trenches shall be not less than eight (8) feet apart, except at the starting point. 

(i) No single length, or any length, of seepage tile or piping shall be more than 100 feet long. To 
accomplish this, a distribution box, or automatic siphon, shall be installed. The distribution box 
shall not be less than 18 inches in diameter, or if of a different shape, the cross sectional area 
inside the box shall be not less than 255 square inches. The box shall have no bottom. All inlets 
and outlets shall be not less than two (2) inches above the earth bottom of the box. The box 
may be made of concrete, masonry or metal and shall have a manhole extended to the grade. 
A seepage pit may be installed in place of a distribution box. 

(j) All water pumps shall be installed in compliance with the Wisconsin Well Construction and pump 
installation Code as of April 10, 1953, and any future amendments to such code. The code is 
hereby made a part of this chapter by reference. 

(k) This section does not obligate the Plumbing Inspector, the installer, or the Town Board of the 
Town of Lisbon to guarantee how long any private sewage disposal system will operate in a 
satisfactory manner. When the provisions of this chapter have been fully complies with, the 
resulting system should give the maximum results that the subsoil is capable of producing. 

32.10 STREET OPENINGS 

(a) No openings in streets, alleys or other public ways to install plumbing will be permitted when 
the ground is frozen, except when necessary. In opening any street or other public way, all 
materials for paving or ballasting shall be removed with the least possible injury or loss and 
together with the excavated material from the trenches shall be placed where the least 
practicable inconvenience to the public will be caused, and admit the free passage of water 
along the gutters. 

(b) All openings made in the public streets or alleys in accordance with permissions given pursuant 
hereto shall be enclosed with sufficient barriers, and red lamps shall be maintained upon the 
same at night, and all other necessary precautions shall be taken to guard the public against 
accidents from the beginning to the completion of the work. Sewers and drains may be laid only 
on condition that the excavator or plumber is bonded as hereinbefore mentioned for all 
damages that may result form his neglect of necessary precaution against all accidents to 
persons or property of others. 

(c) In opening a trench on any street or lot, the sidewalk materials, sand, gravel and earth, or 
whatever material is removed or penetrated, must be replaced in precisely the same condition 
and relation to the remainder as it was before. All rubbish must be removed at once, leaving 
the street or sidewalk in perfect repair and must be so maintained for a period of one (1) year 
thereafter. All gas, water and electric lines or conduits must be protected from injury or settling 
in a manner approved by the Plumbing Inspector. 
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(d) When any excavation is made in a permanently paved road or street or in any road or street 
which is to be permanently paved, all clay or hard pan must be removed and the excavation 
entirely backfilled with sand or gravel thoroughly wet and consolidated. Any tunnel dug in such 
road or street shall be backfilled with concrete in a manner approved by the Plumbing 
Inspector. 

32.11 SEWAGE HOLDING TANKS FOR BUSINESS, INDUSTRIAL AND PUBLIC USES 

(a) Public Policy. In order to provide for construction of business, industrial and public buildings in 
areas in which no public sewers are available and where the soil conditions are such that a 
percolation test cannot be made which would satisfy the requirements of the State Board of 
Health, the Plumbing Code of the Town of Lisbon and the Health Code of Waukesha County, 
the installation of sewage holding tanks shall be permitted until such time as public sewers are 
available and in accordance with the terms of this section. 

(b) Definitions. In this section “business” buildings are defined to be building principally used for 
the conduct of any business upon the premises; “Industrial” buildings are defined to be 
buildings principally used for industrial purposes; “public” buildings are defined to mean any 
structure used in whole or in part as a place or resort, assemblage, lodging, trade, traffic, 
occupancy or used by the public or by three or more tenants. 

(c) Prior to any approval for the installation of any sewage holding tank, percolation tests must be 
made in accordance with the provisions of the Town of Lisbon Plumbing Code, the Waukesha 
County Health Code and the regulations of the State Division of Health of the Department of 
Health and Social Services which would establish the fact that the soil conditions are such that a 
septic tank disposal system would not function properly in accordance with the regulations of 
the Town of Lisbon Plumbing Code, the Waukesha County Health Code and the State Division of 
Health of the Department of Health and Social Services. 

(d) Plans and specifications for the installation of a sewage holding tank must be submitted to the 
Plumbing Inspector of the Town of Lisbon, the Waukesha County Health Department, and the 
State Division of Health of the Department of Health and Social Services by the owner of the 
real estate where said sewage holding tank is proposed to be installed for their approval; such 
approvals must be obtained before the proposed sewage holding tank is installed. 

(e) It shall be the responsibility of the owner to maintain the system at all times in good operating 
condition and remove the sewerage therefrom at such times as is required to maintain said 
system in good operating condition. The Plumbing Inspector shall make periodic inspections of 
the facility and if he shall find any defect in the operation or maintenance of the system, or in 
the removal of sewerage therefrom, the owner shall correct the same within five (5) days after 
written notice from the plumbing inspector, and if the owner fails to make such corrections 
within the time provided, the Town may then make such corrections and charge such cost to 
the property owner as an assessment for current services rendered to the property by the 
municipality in accordance with the provisions of § 66.60(16), Stats. 

(f) If the Town shall be required to remove sewerage from the sewage holding tank because of the 
owner’s failure to do so, as required in the proper operation of the system, or if the Town shall 
be required to repair or service such sewage holding tank due to any neglect or deficiency by 
the owner, this shall constitute a violation of this section and, the costs and expenses incurred 
by the Town to remove sewerage from the sewage holding tank, or to service and repair the 
holding tank shall be deemed an assessment for current services rendered to the property by 
the municipality in accordance with the provisions of § 66.60(16), Stats. 
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(g) If the Town shall be required to remove sewerage from such sewage holding tank because of 
the owner’s failure to do so at the times required for such removal in order to prevent such 
sewage holding tank from overflowing or become a public nuisance, or in the event the owner 
fails to make any needed or necessary repairs thereto or fails to properly maintain the same, 
the Town may then cause the removal of the sewerage from the sewage holding tank or make 
such repairs as may be necessary thereto, and charge such cost to the property owner as an 
assessment for current services rendered to the property by the municipality in accordance with 
the provisions of § 66.60(16), Stats. 

(h) Sewage Holding Tanks for Residential Use. 

(1) Sewage holding tanks will be permitted for existing residential use where it has been 
determined by the Plumbing Inspector and the Waukesha County Health Department 
that the existing sewage disposal system upon the premises is inoperative based on 
percolation tests and boring tests, and does not meet the requirements of the Waukesha 
County Health Department, and that the construction of a new sewage disposal system 
would not be approved by the Waukesha County Health Department. No permit shall be 
issued for a sewage holding tank for existing residential use until a written report is filed 
with the Town Board for the Waukesha County Health Department indicating that a 
holding tank is the only solution acceptable to the Waukesha County Health Department. 

(2) Plans and specifications for the installation of a sewage holding tank for residential use 
is herein provided must be submitted to the Town Board of the Town of Lisbon and the 
Waukesha County Health Department by the owner of the real estate where said holding 
tank is proposed to be installed for their approval. Such approvals must be obtained 
before the proposed sewage holding tank is installed. 

(k) State Code Adopted  

The provisions of Section H62.20 of the Plumbing Code of the State of Wisconsin are hereby 
adopted by reference and made a part of this section. Any amendments, modifications or 
changes in said Plumbing Code shall become a part of this section. 

(l) Special Assessments 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the Town Board may, in lieu of 
accepting and/or retaining cash deposits required to be filed with the Town Clerk on order to 
guarantee reimbursement of the town for any expenses incurred in the inspection, operation or 
pumping of a sewerage holding tank, as well as to reimburse the town for any legal action 
required by the town relating to the installation, operation and maintenance of the holding tank, 
permit the property owner to consent to the levy of a special assessment upon the property in 
the event the town is required to expend any money for inspection, operation or pumping of 
the sewerage holding tank, as well as to reimburse the town for any legal action required by 
the town relating to the installation operation and maintenance of the holding tank. The 
consent to the levying of a special assessment to reimburse the town for those expenditures 
shall be prepared by the Town Attorney, shall be executed by all record owners of the property. 
Shall be recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds for Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and 
shall be binding upon the owners granting their consent to the levying of such special 
assessments, as well as their heirs, successors and assigns. 
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32.12 ADMINISTRATIVE CODE ADOPTED 

(a) Section NR 112.21 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, as the same exists as of the adoption 
of the ordinance, and as the same may be amended from time to time, is hereby adopted and 
incorporated in the Town Code by reference. 

(b) Enforcement 

The Plumbing Inspector shall be responsible for enforcement of this ordinance. 

(c) Compliance 

Within 15 days of permanent or temporary abandonment of a well, the owner of the property 
on which the well is located shall comply with the requirements of NR 112.21 as the same has 
been incorporated herein by reference. 

(d) Penalty 

In the event the owner of any property fails to comply with the terms of this ordinance, the 
Plumbing Inspector shall notify the property owner that compliance with this ordinance is 
required within a specified period of time, but in all events, not to exceed 30 days after such 
written notice is issued. In the event the property owner fails to comply with the terms of the 
written notice issued by the Plumbing Inspector, then in that event, the Plumbing Inspector 
shall fill and/or seal the well as provided in NR 112.21, and the cost thereof shall be charged 
against the property owner and added to the property owner’s real estate tax bill as a special 
assessment in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes. In addition, an inspection fee of $25, which 
will be payable to the Plumbing Inspector, shall be added to the actual costs incurred by the 
town. 
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CHAPTER 33 

ROCK CRUSHING, BLASTING, QUARRYING, ETC. 
 

33.01 DEFINITIONS 

 The following definitions shall apply in the interpretations and enforcement of this chapter: 

(a) Blasting. 

The term “blasting” shall denote a method of loosening, moving or shattering masses of solid 
matter by use of explosive compounds to prepare stone for crushing, building stone or other 
purposes. 

(b) Person. 

The word “person” shall mean any individual, partner, corporation, company, trustee or 
association, together with the respective servants, agents and employees thereof. 

(c) Rock Crusher. 

A rock crusher shall mean any device, machine, apparatus or equipment used either individually 
or in conjunction with any other device, machine, apparatus or equipment for the purpose of 
crushing, grinding, breaking or pulverizing rock or stone to a size of ¼ inch larger. Not included 
are secondary operations which produce pulverized stone or products such as a agricultural 
lime. 

(d) Asphalt Batch Plant. 

The term “asphalt batch plant” shall mean any operation or activity involving the production of 
asphalt in any quantity. 

(e) Concrete Batch Plant. 

The term “concrete batch plant” shall mean any operation of activity involving the production of 
concrete in any quantity. 

(f) Limestone Quarry. 

The term “limestone quarry” shall mean activity or enterprise, the purpose of which is to 
remove limestone material form the earth by blasting and/or excavating including topsoil and 
overburden removal. 

(g) Gravel Pit. 

The term “gravel pit” shall mean any activity or enterprise, the purpose of which is to remove 
naturally occurring deposits of sand and gravel from  the earth by excavating including topsoil 
and overburden removal. 

(h) Construction. 

The term “construction” shall mean any activity involving the construction of buildings, 
structures or underground utilities both public and private. 

(i) Site. 

The term “site” shall mean any separately described parcel of land with an individual tax key 
number or a separately identified project in a public road right-of-way. 

(j) Company. 

The term “company” shall mean a sole proprietor, a partnership of a corporation doing business 
under the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 
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33.02 OPERATION 

No person or company shall conduct a limestone quarry or a gravel pit operation prior to the issuance of a 
conditional fee permit as required by Section 3.08(M) of the Town Zoning Ordinance nor shall any person or 
company conduct any blasting at a construction site prior to the issuance of a building or plumbing permit as 
required by Chapters 30 and 32 of the Town Code. All blasting within the town shall be performed according 
to the requirements of the Wisconsin Administrative Code and all subsequent amendments thereto. 

33.03 PERMIT 

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a limestone quarry, a gravel pit, a rock crusher, an asphalt batch 
plant, a concrete batch plant, or to perform blasting at any site within the town for which a proper permit has 
not been issued by the town. 

(a) Application 

All applications for permits hereunder shall be made in writing upon the written form provided 
by the town and distributed by the Town Clerk, and shall be signed by the applicant and shall 
be filed with the Town Clerk. All permits shall be issued on an annual basis commencing on 
June 1 and ending on May 31 of the succeeding year. Applications for renewal of annual 
permits shall be filed with the Town Clerk no later than April 1. 

(b) Annual Permit 

Annual permit fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time 
and shall be submitted with any application for issuance of a permit. 

 (c) Temporary Permit 

The Town Clerk may issue temporary permits which shall be for a duration of 30 days 
commencing on the day of issuance of the permit and expiring 30 days thereafter. No more 
than two (2) temporary permits shall be issued for any given site within the permit year. 
Temporary permit fees shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to 
time and shall be submitted with any application for issuance of a permit. 

33.04 BLASTING PROCEDURES AND CONTROLS 

(a) Blasting Criteria 

In all blasting operations the blasts shall be measured using either the velocity criteria (the 
vector sum particle shall not exceed 1.35 inches per second at the nearest building beyond the 
operator’s property line) or the energy ration criteria. 

(b) Measurement of Blasts 

(1) Velocity Criteria. 

A velocity seismograph such as the VME Velocity Recorder Model E or an approved 
equivalent shall be used for monitoring purposes. Every Blast shall be monitored in 
accordance with the provisions of subsection 33.04(a). The quarry operator shall 
maintain such records available for inspection by appropriate town officials upon 
reasonable notice. The quarry operator shall submit a certification of the seismograph 
and recalibration of the equipment to the town on an annual basis to insure the 
accuracy of the equipment. 
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(2) Energy Ratio Criteria. 

Energy Ratio:  the allowable vibration of any blast at the nearest residence shall not 
exceed an energy ratio of 0.5 based on the following formula:  

Energy Ratio = 0.5 – 10.823 f A where f – frequency in cycles per second A = amplitude 
or displacement in inches.  The maximum decibel allowed for all blasts is 125. 
 

33.05 CONDITIONS OF OPERATION 

(a) Hours of Rock Crushing, Drilling and Blasting 

No rock crushing or drilling shall begin before 6:00 a.m. or continue after 6:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. No rock crushing or drilling shall begin before 6:00 a.m. or continue after 3:00 
p.m. on Saturday. No blasting shall begin before 11:00 a.m. or continue after 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday, and no blasting shall be done on Saturdays. None of there operations 
shall take place on Sundays or legal holidays. 

(b) Fly-Rock 

All blasting shall be performed in a manner to preclude the possibility of any material leaving 
the boundaries of the permitted site. 

33.06 PENALTY 

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall be subject to a penalty not less than $100 nor 
more than $10,000. In the event that convictions for the violation of provisions of this chapter establish a 
pattern of intentional, flagrant or continued violation of this chapter, the Town Board, after hearing, shall have 
the power to revoke any permit issued hereunder. A separate offense shall be deemed committed for each day 
on which a violation occurs or continues. 

33.07 MINERAL EXTRACTION FUND 

All mineral extraction permit fees shall be placed in a segregated fund entitled “Mineral Extraction Fund”. The 
monies in this fund, including interest earned on the fund, mineral extraction operations in the town. All costs 
incurred shall be charged to this fund and in addition the Town Clerk shall charge the Mineral Extraction Fund 
for the cost of all town employee labor including an overhead factor for their time spent related to the 
monitoring program. The balance of the fund shall be used, at the discretion of the Town Board, to pay the 
cost of correcting any mineral extraction problems they may deem appropriate. 

 

REVISIONS TO MASTER CODE 

SECTION R&R / CREATED ORD WHICH 
UPDATED IT 

UPDATED ON 
DATE 

33.03(b) R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 
33.03(c) R&R 04-17 2017-04-03 

 



CHAPTER 34 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

34.01 FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION 

(a) Paid-On-Call, Career combination Fire Department Recognized 

The existing combination fire department of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, 
together with all of the members thereof, is hereby officially recognized as the Lisbon Fire 
Department established for the Town of Lisbon for the duty of firefighting, prevention of fires in 
the town and ambulance service is delegated to such department, its organization and internal 
regulation shall be governed by the provisions of this chapter and by such standard operating 
guidelines adopted by the fire and police commission with guidelines forwarded to the Town 
Board. Changes will be updated. 

34.02 FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT AND APPARATUS 

All Fire Department equipment and apparatus, including ambulance or ambulances, operated by the Fire 
Department shall be owned by the Town of Lisbon. Any replacement or additions to such equipment or 
apparatus shall likewise be owned by the Town of Lisbon. 

34.03 APPROPRIATION 

On or before September 1st of each and every year the Fire Department shall prepare and present to the 
Town Board a budget of the anticipated revenue and expenses for the next calendar year. The Town Board 
shall appropriate sufficient funds to provide for the operation of such Fire Department and provide such 
necessary equipment for the use of the Fire Department as they deem expedient and necessary to maintain 
efficiently and properly protect life and property from fires or other catastrophe in the town. All funds 
proposed in connection with the budget of the Fire Department shall be administered and be under the control 
of the Town Board. All expenditures from the budget of the Fire Department shall be approved by the Town 
Board before any expenditure is made, except emergency items to be determined by the Fire Chief, and no 
expenditure for emergency items for the Fire Department shall be made without the approval of the Town 
Chairman or Town Clerk/Administrator before such expenditure is made. 

34.04 COMPENSATION 

The officers and members of the Lisbon Fire Department shall receive such compensation from the town as 
may from time to time be fixed by the Town Board. 

34.05 ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP 

(a) Composition 

The Fire Department shall consist of the following officers:  One Fire Chief, One Assistant Fire 
Chief, and Deputy Fire Chiefs, Captains and Lieutenants. The Fire Chief shall be appointed by 
and confirmed by the Fire and Police Commission. The number of subordinate officer positions 
shall be filled as Department need dictates. Said officers shall be appointed by the Fire Chief, 
from a list of eligible candidates, approved by the Fire and Police Commission, and based upon 
testing, which includes written, oral, physical and/or psychological components. In addition, 
paid-on-call firefighters who live or normally work within the Town of Lisbon and surrounding 
vicinity shall be appointed by the Fire Chief and Board of Directors of the Fire Department, 
provided that at no time shall the Town of Lisbon Fire Department consist of less members than 
necessary to maintain adequate fire protection for the town.  The Fire and Police Commission 
has granted authority to the Fire Chief and Board of Directors of the Fire Department to hire 
Paid on call members. This grant of authority can be rescinded by the Fire and Police 
Commission upon a majority vote of the members of the Commissioners.  

 



CHAPTER 34 – FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Page 2 of 28 
 

(b) Office of Chief 

The Chief of the Town of Lisbon Fire Department and all subsequent Chiefs of the Fire 
Department shall be appointed by the Fire and Police Commission of the Town of Lisbon per 
section 2.13. The Chief shall hold his office until such time as he resigns, dies, is physically or 
mentally unable to perform the duties as Chief, is removed as Chief pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 2.13 of the town code. In the event of any vacancy in the office of Chief the duties 
of the Chief shall be performed by the ranking officer of the Fire Department. The Chief shall 
appoint all subordinate officers as provided in this section subject to approval of the Fire and 
Police Commission of the Town. In the event of the illness or temporary incapacity of the Chief 
to perform his duties such duties shall be performed during such period of illness or incapacity 
of the Chief by the ranking officer of the Fire Department. 

34.06 REMOVAL OF CHIEF 

In the event the Chief fails to perform his duties as prescribed in this section and in accordance with the 
regulations of appropriate governmental authorities or agencies, he may be removed from such office by the 
Fire and Police Commission pursuant to section 2.13 of the Town code.  

34.07 RETIREMENT  

Active Members of the Fire Department shall cease active membership at the age of 65 years. Upon reaching 
the age of 65 years, active members shall become honorary members and relieved from all firefighting duties. 

34.08 RESIGNATIONS  

All Resignations from the Fire Department shall be tendered in writing to the Fire Chief. 

34.09 DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, SUSPENSION, DEMOTION AND REMOVAL 

(a) Any subordinate member or officer of the Fire Department may be suspended, reduced in rank 
or removed by the Fire and Police Commission based on charges filed by the Commission, 
members of the Commission, an aggrieved person or the Fire Chief. Such charges shall be in 
writing and shall be filed with the President of the Commission. Pending disposition of such 
charges, the Commission or Fire Chief may suspend such subordinate. No person shall be 
deprived of compensation while suspended pending disposition of charges.  

(b) A subordinate may be suspended for just cause, as described in paragraph (e) below, by the 
Fire Chief or Commission as a penalty. The Chief shall file a report of such suspension with the 
Commission immediately upon issuing the suspension. No hearing on such suspension shall be 
held unless requested by the subordinate.  If the subordinate suspended by the Chief requests 
a hearing before the Commission, the Chief shall be required to file charges with the 
Commission upon which such suspension was based. 

(c) Following the filing of charges in any case, a copy thereof shall be served upon the person 
charged.  The Commission shall set a date for Hearing not less than 10 days, nor more than 30 
days following the service of charges. The Hearing on charges shall be public, and both the 
accused and the complainant may be represented by an attorney and may compel the 
attendance of witnesses by subpoenas which shall be issued by the President of the 
Commission on request and be served as are subpoenas under Chapter 885 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes.  

 

 



CHAPTER 34 – FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Page 3 of 28 
 

(d)  If the Commission determines that the charges are not sustained, the accused, if suspended, 
shall be immediately reinstated and all lost pay restored.  If the Commission determines that 
the charges are sustained, the accused, by order of the Commission, may be suspended, or 
reduced in rank, suspended and reduced in rank, or removed, as the good of the service may 
require. 

(e) No subordinate may be suspended, reduced in rank, suspended and reduced in rank, or 
removed by  the Commission under paragraph (d), based on charges filed by the Commission, 
members of the Commission, an aggrieved person or the Fire Chief under paragraph (b), unless 
the Commission determines whether there is just cause, as described in this paragraph, to 
sustain the charges.  In making its determination, the Commission shall apply the following 
standards, to the extent possible: 

(1) Whether the subordinate could reasonably be expected to have had knowledge of the 
probable consequences of the alleged conduct. 

(2) Whether the rule or order that the subordinate allegedly violated is reasonable. 

(3) Whether the Chief, before filing the charge against the subordinate, made reasonable 
effort to discover whether the subordinate did in fact violate a rule or order. 

(4) Whether the effort described in (3) above was fair and objective. 

(5) Whether the Chief discovered substantial evidence that the subordinate violated the rule 
or order as described in the charges filed against the subordinate. 

(6) Whether the Chief is applying the rule or order fairly and without discrimination against 
the subordinate. 

(7) Whether the proposed discipline reasonably relates to the seriousness of the alleged 
violation and to the subordinate’s record of service with the Chief’s department.   

(f) Findings and determinations hereunder and orders of suspension, reduction, suspension and 
reduction, or removal, shall be in writing and, if they follow a hearing, shall be filed within three 
days thereof with the secretary of the Commission.  

(g) Any person suspended, or reduced in rank, suspended and reduced in rank, or removed by the 
Commission may appeal from the order of the Board to the circuit court by serving written 
notice of the appeal on the secretary of the Commission within 10 days after the order is filed. 

34.10 ORGANIZATION INTO COMPANIES 

The Chief may organize the department into two or more companies. The Chief may at any time make 
transfers which he deems necessary between companies. Each company of the department shall be placed in 
the charge of the Captain or a Lieutenant who shall be responsible to the Chief. 

34.11 STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES AND POLICY  

The standard operating procedures of the Department shall be prepared by the Fire Chief and submitted to 
the Police and Fire Commission for review and approval.  All policies of the Firer Department shall be subject 
to the review and approval of the Police and Fire commission. 
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34.12 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CHIEF 

(a) The Chief shall have general supervision of the department subject to this chapter and shall be 
responsible for the personnel and general efficiency of the department 

(b) The Chief shall preside at all meetings of the department, call special meetings, preserve order, 
decide all points of order that may arise and enforce a rigid observance of this chapter. 

(c) The Chief shall make every effort to be at all fires in the town or when the Fire Department has 
responded for service pursuant to a mutual aid agreement with another Fire Department or 
Departments. In the event that the Chief is absent the highest ranking officer of the Fire 
Department in attendance at such fires shall be in charge and shall have the same powers and 
duties of the Chief. 

The Chief or in his absence the highest ranking officer of the Fire Department in attendance at 
such fire shall have complete command of and entire responsibility for all fire fighting 
operations, plan and control the same and direct action of the companies when they arrive at a 
fire observe that every company does it duty, grant leaves of absence at a fire when he may 
deem it proper that the fire apparatus is kept in proper condition at all times. 

The Chief shall make every effort to be at any accident scene to which the Fire Department has 
been called. In his absence the highest ranking officer of the Fire Department in attendance at 
such accident shall be in charge and shall have the same powers and duties of the Chief. 

(d) The Chief shall submit a written report to the Town Board relating to the condition of the 
various pieces of apparatus and appurtenances at the same time as he presents the budget of 
the Fire Department as provided in Section 34.03 of this chapter.  

The Chief may submit further written reports to the Town Board relating to the condition of the 
various pieces of apparatus and appurtenances of the Fire Department at such other times as 
he deems desirable. 

The Chief shall submit a report to the Town Board on a monthly basis which shall be filed with 
the Town Clerk no later than the date of the first Board meeting after the first of each month. 
Such report shall set forth the number of fires occurring since the previous report, date of same 
and loss occasioned thereby, total number of members of the Fire Department and resignations 
and expulsions form the department. He shall also report upon all drills and training programs 
of the department together with other appurtenant information, including recommendations for 
any improvements as he deem proper and necessary for the operation of the department. Such 
monthly report shall also contain the number of rescue service calls made from the date of the 
previous report, the date of such rescue service being provided by the Fire Department which 
would fully inform the Town Board with reference to the rescue service being provided to the 
residents of town. Such monthly reports shall also contain the total number of rescue service 
and fire calls made prior to such report since the first of the calendar year. 

(e) He shall enforce all fire prevention ordinances of the town and state laws and regulations 
pertaining to fire prevention and shall keep citizens informed on fire prevention methods and 
the activities of the department. 
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(f) He shall keep a record of every fire call and rescue service call to which the Fire Department 
has responded and shall enter the location of the fire, time the alarm was received, cause of 
fire, where fire started, causes of delay if any in responding, equipment used, estimated time 
fire was extinguished and number of personnel responding. He shall enter into the record the 
location of any rescue service call, the nature of such rescue service call and the date and time 
thereof.  The Fire Chief shall make necessary reports to the National Fire Reporting System, 
(NFRS), and State Wisconsin Ambulance Records Data System, (WARDS), and other Federal 
and State reports as required to assure compliance and to qualify for grants or funding. 

(g) He shall keep an inventory of all apparatus and equipment and inventory of all hose showing 
dates and results of tests of each length which shall be individually identified. 

(h) He shall perform such other duties as are incumbent upon him as the commanding officer of 
the Fire Department and as may be directed from time to time by the Town of Lisbon Board. 

(i) The Chief shall investigate the origin and cause of fires by which property has been destroyed 
or damaged and shall help determine whether the fire is a result of carelessness or faulty 
design materials or workmanship.  If it appears that the fire is of suspicious origin the Fire Chief 
or scene commander shall be notified of these facts as soon as possible.  He/she or his/her 
representative shall immediately notify the police department for further investigation and the 
collection of any physical evidence.  The investigation of such suspicious matters shall be the 
sole jurisdiction of the local police department and any other agency or personnel they choose 
to be involved in the collection of evidence and in the prosecution of the case.  A fire incident 
report should be filed within 24 hours of every fire.  The report shall contain a statement of all 
facts known relating to the origin, cause and circumstances of such fire and other information 
as may be required. 

34.13 SERVICE AREA 

The service area of the Town of Lisbon Fire Department and the rescue service to be provided shall be limited 
to the Town of Lisbon except for services rendered under a mutual aid agreement with a fire department 
servicing such area. All mutual aid agreements or contracts with other fire departments shall be approved by 
the chief and the Town Board. 

34.14 CARE AND PROTECTION OF APPARATUS 

(a) The Chief shall have control of all apparatus used by the department and shall be responsible 
for its proper maintenance. Emergency repairs may be authorized by the Chief. 

(b) Except as otherwise authorized by the Town Board, no apparatus shall be used for any purpose 
except firefighting, training, or other emergency purposes within the fire protection area as may 
be approved by the Chief. The Town Board may, from time to time, approve use of apparatus 
or ambulances for nonemergency purposes. All such uses shall be reflected by the Chief in his 
monthly report to the Town Board as provided in Section 34.13(e) of this chapter. 

(c) No person shall willfully damage in any manner any hose, hydrant or fire apparatus belonging 
to the town and no vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a Fire Department 
when laid down in a street, private driveway or other place to be used at any fire or alarm of 
fire without consent of the Fire Department official in command. 
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34.15 POLICE POWER OF DEPARTMENT 

(a) The Chief and assistants or officers in command at any fire are hereby vested with full and 
complete police authority at fires. Any officer of the department may cause the arrest of any 
person failing to give the right-of-way to the Fire Department in responding to any fire.   

(b)  The powers and duties vested in the Chief or officer in charge of a fire as provided herein shall 
be limited to such fires that occur in the Town of Lisbon and shall not include fires outside the 
Town of Lisbon to which the Fire Department has responded by virtue of a mutual aid 
agreement. 

(c) The Fire Chief or the officer in charge at any fire may prescribe certain limits in the vicinity of 
any fire within which no person except a firefighter and policeman and those admitted by order 
of any officer of the department shall be permitted to come. The Chief or officer in charge at 
any fire occurring in the Town of Lisbon may cause the removal of any property whenever it 
shall become necessary for the preservation of such property from fire or to prevent the 
spreading of fire or to protect the adjacent property. During the progress of any fire he may 
order the removal or destruction of any property necessary to prevent the further spread of the 
fire. He shall cause the removal of all wires or other facilities may turn off all electricity or other 
services where the same impedes the work of the department during the progress of the fire. 

 (d) Fire Department personnel, while in an emergency situation, may enter adjacent property. 

Any firefighter, which acting under the direction of the Fire chief, or other officer in command, 
may enter upon the premises adjacent to, or in the vicinity of, any building or other property 
then on fire for the purpose of extinguishing such fire, and if any person shall hinder, resist or 
obstruct any firefighter in the discharge of his duty as is hereinbefore provided, the person so 
offending shall be deemed guilty of resisting firefighter in the discharge of their duty. 

(e) Duties of Bystanders to Assist. 

Every person who shall be present at a fire shall be subject to the orders of the Fire Chief or 
officer in command and may be required to render assistance in fighting the fire or in removing 
or guarding property. Such officer may cause the arrest of any person or persons refusing to 
obey said orders per state statue. 

(f) False Alarms.  

No person shall give a false alarm to any public official or employee, whether by means of a fire 
alarm or otherwise; nor shall any person interfere with the proper functioning of a fire alarm 
system; nor shall any person interfere with the lawful efforts of firemen to extinguish a fire. 

34.16 FIRE INSPECTOR DUTIES 

(a) The Chief of the Fire Department shall hold the office of Authority Having Jurisdiction with 
power to appoint one or more Deputy Fire Inspectors who shall represent the Authority Having 
Jurisdiction and perform duties as directed by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.  

(b) It shall be the duty of the Chief of the Fire Department as a Deputy of the Department of 
Commerce to inspect, or cause to be inspected by the fire department officers or members, all 
buildings and premises, except the interiors of private one and two family dwellings, as often as 
may be necessary, but no less than once every calendar year for the purpose of ascertaining 
and causing to be corrected any conditions likely to cause fire, or any violations of the 
provisions or intent of this ordinance and its adopted Codes and from any other hazard likely to 
affect the life safety of the occupants, unknowing public or responding emergency personnel. 
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(1) It is the intent of this section to establish the minimum number of fire inspections in the 
Town at one per calendar year, with the option for additional inspections as necessary 
to gain compliance with outstanding orders. It shall be the responsibility of the AHJ to 
establish a priority to occupancies and buildings that need additional inspections or 
more frequent inspections due to occupancy type, hazard or history of non-compliance. 

c) Any fire inspection documentation that identifies specific deficiencies in writing to the owner or 
occupant of any building, space or premise shall be understood to be an order to correct such 
deficiencies.  All corrections to fire inspection orders shall be made prior to the next scheduled 
fire inspection or within the timeline established by the AHJ..  Those items deemed to pose a 
heightened risk to the life safety of the owner, occupants or emergency responders may be 
given a specific timeline for correction by the inspection personnel on scene or by the AHJ and 
must be adhered too..  If the owner or occupant of the building, space or premise cannot be 
found, such written order of correction shall be affixed in a conspicuous place on the entrance 
door to such building or structure or on the premises.  Thereafter a copy of the deficiencies 
shall be mailed to the owner and the occupant addressed to their last known post office 
address.  No person shall remove such affixed notice without the written consent of the Fire 
Chief.  Any such order shall forthwith be complied with by the owner and occupant of such 
building, structure or premises.  The owner or occupant may within 24 hours appeal to the Fire 
Chief for a review of such order, who shall thereafter as soon as possible file his decision. 
Unless such order is revoked or modified by the Fire Chief, it shall remain in full force and be 
complied within the time fixed in said order.  Whenever any inspection by the Fire Chief or his 
Deputies reveal a fire hazard, the Chief or his Deputy shall serve a notice in writing upon the 
owner of the property or business giving such owner a reasonable time in which to remove or 
correct the hazard. 

(1) Appeals 

If the property owner believes that the time allowed is unreasonable, he may appeal to 
the Town Board. 

(2) Extensions 

An Extension may be issued to the owner of the property or business at the discretion 
of the Chief or his Deputy. An extension shall also be issued after the first thru the third 
citations. 

(3) Violations 

Each hazard that the owner of the property or business fails to correct will constitute a 
separate violation. 

(4) Penalties 

If the Chief or his Deputy determines that the violation is not corrected within the time 
ordered by the Fire Department, then the owner of the property or business shall be 
subject to the following penalties for violations not corrected in the time given. 

   Second re-inspection for violations not corrected in the time given:  $100.00. 

   Third re-inspection for violations not corrected in the time given:  $150.00. 

   Fourth re-inspection for violations not corrected in the time given:  $200.00. 

   If violations are not corrected by the fourth re-inspection, additional action may  be 
taken which may include a possible loss of occupancy, or a municipal citation issued by 
the Town. 
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(d) The Chief shall keep a permanent record card of each property inspected which shall conform 
to the requirements of the State Administrative Code Comm 14.  

(e) No person shall deny the Chief or his Deputy free access to any property within the Town or 
any service area of the Fire Department of the town at any reasonable time for the purpose of 
making their inspections. No person shall hinder or obstruct the Fire Inspector in the 
performance of his duties or refuse to observe any lawful direction given by him. 

(f) If any building or structure, whether exempted above or not (1 and 2 family dwellings), poses 
an eminent danger to the occupants or is liable to cause a fire, endanger other buildings or 
property, or contains any combustible or explosive materials that can hinder the life safety or 
suppression efforts of the fire personnel, shall be subject to these orders so far as may be 
necessary to protect adjoining or other buildings and their occupants and firemen. 

34.17 PENALTY  

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter or any order, rule or regulation made hereunder 
shall be subject to a penalty as provided in Section 1.05 of the Town of Lisbon Town Code.  

34.18 SECURITY KEY AND VAULT SYSTEM 

(a) The Knox Box Vault system is adopted as the standard key vault system in the Town. 

(b) A Knox Box shall be installed in all new commercial and industrial buildings constructed after 
passage of this ordinance. Said key lock box shall be installed and operational prior to the 
issuance of an occupancy permit. A Knox Box shall be installed in existing commercial and 
industrial buildings that are secured in a manner that restricts access during an emergency at 
any time. All governmental buildings, nursing care facilities and multi-family residential 
structures that have restricted access thru locked doors and have a common corridor for access 
to living areas shall have a Knox Box system. 

(c) The Knox Box shall be installed at such locations(s) as designated by the fire Chief or his 
designee. 

34.19 FIRE PREVENTION CODE 

      (a)  Adoption of Codes and Standards:  
 
(1) All Orders, Rules and Regulations established and propagated by the Department of 

Commerce, or its successor Administrative Agency, as are set forth in the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code as from time to time amended, are hereby adopted. The most 
current legislatively enacted versions of those documents are adopted and will be 
enforced.  

 
(2) NFPA 1, Fire Code® and NFPA 101,The Life Safety Code® are hereby adopted in their 

entirety as part of this Chapter and serve as the fire prevention codes for the 
municipality. The most current available printed edition of the NFPA Codes and 
Standards are hereby adopted and will be enforced. 
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(3) All codes and standards referenced in any of the code documents adopted herein shall 
be deemed adopted herein and are codified and have the strength of code. 

 
a. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Ordinance, State Codes, 

NFPA Codes and Standards, the provisions of this Chapter where specifically 
more restrictive by application shall control and govern.  Thereafter, the most 
restrictive provision of the State Codes or NFPA Codes shall be applicable and 
shall govern.   

 
(b) Definitions: 
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.  Definitions not 
included herein shall be assumed to be the same as identified in the adopted code documents or the 
appropriately associated State adopted Commercial Building Code.  

 
Approved: means accepted by the Chief of the Fire Department or his/her designee as a result of 
his/her investigation and experience, or by reason of test, listing or approval by Underwriters 
Laboratories, Factory Mutual, the National Bureau of Standards, or other national recognized testing 
authorities 
 
Authority Having Jurisdiction: For purposes of this ordinance shall mean the Chief and, or the Fire 
Marshal of the Lisbon Fire Department or his/her designee(s), abbreviated AHJ. 
 
Automatic Fire Alarm System: Means a system which automatically detects a fire condition through 
automatic or manual means and actuates a fire alarm signal device which is monitored by a listed third 
party that will without delay notify the Fire Department. 
 
Automatic Fire Sprinkler Equipment: Means a system of integrated piping designed in accordance with 
fire engineering standards and may include underground and above ground piping. The system 
includes a suitable water supply, such as a gravity tank, fire pump, reservoir or pressure tank and/or 
connection of underground piping to a municipal water main.  The portion of the sprinkler system 
above ground is a network of specially sized or hydraulically designed piping installed in a building 
structure or area, generally overhead, and to which sprinklers are connected in a systematic pattern.  
The system includes suitable control valves, a double detector check valve and a device for actuating 
an alarm when the system is initiated. 
 
Basement: Any below grade level where greater than half the height of the floor/ceiling is below the 
level of the adjoining street, parking lot, sidewalk, finished grade or level of exit discharge. 
 
Lisbon Fire Prevention Bureau: Is headed by the Fire Marshal and serves as the duly authorized deputy 
for the department to serve on its behalf as the AHJ.  The Fire Prevention Bureau is responsible for 
conducting all fire inspections, plan reviews, and acceptance tests, issuing all fire and fire related life 
safety permits and, where fire inspections are required before occupancy, co-authored occupancy 
permits with the Town Building Inspector.   
 
Dwelling Unit: means one or more rooms arranged for the use of one or more individuals living 
together as a single housekeeping unit with cooking, living, sanitary and sleeping facilities.  
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Fire Department, Chief of: means the head of the Town of Lisbon Fire Department, a duly authorized 
deputy, or the designee of the head of the town fire department whose duties are defined in Section 
34.13.  
 
Multi-Family Dwelling: Multifamily Dwelling means a building or portion thereof, containing three or 
more dwelling units occupied as the home or residence of individuals, families or households living 
independently of each other, including tenement house, apartment house, flat, town house, row 
house, condominium, dormitory, boarding or rooming house serving more than five persons with meals 
or sleeping accommodations or both.  Town houses or row houses with three or greater separate units 
shall be considered multi-family regardless of fire separation. 
 
NFPA: means the most current printed editions of the National Fire Protection Association Codes and 
Standards.  
 
Occupancy or use: The purpose for which a building, structure, equipment, materials, or premises, or 
part thereof, is used or intended to be used as regulated in the State adopted Commercial Building 
Code (IBC) or NFPA 1 Fire Code and/or NFPA 101, Life Safety Code. 
 
Remodeling: means to change any building or structure that affects structural strength, fire hazard, 
initial circulation, or exits of an existing building or structure, however, does not increase the area, as 
measured by cubic volume or square footage.  This definition does not apply to maintenance, 
reroofing, or alterations to the heating and ventilation or electrical systems. 
 
Roof Access: In every commercial or multi-family building there shall be provided a permanent means 
of access to the attic or roof.  All attics and roofs of commercial and multi-family buildings and 
structures shall be accessible by means of a stairway or scuttle. If the scuttle opening in the attic floor 
is provided in lieu of a stairway, the same shall be located in a public hallway situated below the attic 
floor and shall be provided with an approved fixed ladder or balanced stairway to such opening, 
securely anchored in place.  Roof and ceiling scuttles of commercial and multi-family buildings and 
structures shall be at least two feet by three feet, and roof scuttles shall be located immediately above 
the attic stairway or ceiling scuttle or in a location approved by the Fire Department or the Building 
Inspector. The roof scuttle access cover shall be of a non-combustible material with a rating not less 
than the ceiling assembly it is installed in and shall be secured in place by means acceptable to the 
Building Inspector or the Fire Department. The size of the access shall be large enough to 
accommodate fire suppression personnel and activities and is subject to the decision of the AHJ, but 
shall not be less than 24 inches by 36 inches clear width. 
 
Story or Level: means the space in a building between the surfaces of any floor and the floor 
above/below, or roof next above, or any space not defined as basement, ground floor, mezzanine, 
balcony, penthouse, and attic. 
 
Structurally altered: means additions that increase the cubic volume or square footage of existing 
buildings.  Structurally altered also includes modifications to the internal structural members that 
requires engineering and/or design documentation submitted for approval from the State of Wisconsin, 
Town of Lisbon or the AHJ.  
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34.20 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS*  

(a) Purpose of division.  
 

The purpose of this division is to provide a means for the automatic identification, public 
notification and extinguishment of fire in hazardous environments, or buildings or parts of 
buildings which, because of their size, construction or occupancy classification, or lack of 
suitable protective equipment, constitute a special fire hazard to life or property or may pose an 
excessive burden upon the fire extinguishing capabilities or resources of the Lisbon Fire 
Department. 

(b) Where installed.  
 

In addition to the requirements set forth in the above adopted codes and standards, every 
newly constructed building or building structurally altered by more than 50% of original 
structures footprint, as determined by a Wisconsin licensed structural engineer, shall have an 
approved automatic sprinkler system installed and maintained when occupied, in whole or in 
part, for the following purposes:  

(1) Assembly group A.  
 

a.  Assembly Group A buildings which accommodate less than 100 persons shall 
have an approved sprinkler system installed and maintained if they meet any 
one or more of the following:  
 
1.  Building of IA construction of over 5,000 square feet or more in area on 

any floor.  
 
2.  Throughout all buildings of other than IA construction if:  

 
i.  Over 2,500 square feet in area; or  
 
ii. Over two stories in height, regardless of area.  

 
b.  Assembly group A buildings that can accommodate 100 or more persons shall 

have an approved sprinkler system installed and maintained throughout. 
 
c.  Any building that contains A-2 uses shall have an approved sprinkler system 

installed and maintained throughout.  
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(2)  Business group B and mercantile group M.  
 
a.  An approved sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained in business group 

B and mercantile group M buildings which meets one or more of the following:  
 
1.  Buildings of IA construction of over 5,000 square feet or more in area on 

any floor.  
 
2.  Throughout all buildings of other than IA construction if:  

 
i.  Over 2,500 square feet in area; or  
ii.  Over two stories in height, regardless of area.  

 
(3)  Educational group E. An approved sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained 

throughout all educational occupancies.  
 

(4) Factory and industrial group F and storage group S.  
 
a.  An approved sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained in buildings that 

meet one or more of the following:  
1.   Buildings of Type IA construction if:  

i.  Is over 12,000 square feet in area.  
ii.  Is over one story in height, exceeding 6,000 square feet in area.  
iii.  Is over two stories in height, regardless of area.  

2.  Throughout all buildings of other than IA construction if:  
i.  Is over 5,000 square feet in area.  
ii.  Is two stories or more in height regardless of area.  

 
(5)  High hazard group H. An approved sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained 

throughout all group H occupancies.  
 

(6)  Institutional group I and residential group R-4.  
 
a. An approved sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained throughout all 

Group I and Group R-4 Occupancies.  
 
1.  Through the combined use groups Identified in the IBC and NFPA 101, 

any and all uses which shall render any number of the occupants of that 
building incapable of self-preservation due to anesthesia, age (both old 
and young), or physical impairment shall have sprinklers and fire alarms 
installed throughout the physical structure regardless of fire separations 
in compliance with NFPA 13 and 72. Examples shall include: Dental clinics 
practicing unconscious sedation, Community Based Residential Facilities, 
Adult Family Homes and other care facilities that would otherwise require 
licensing from the Department of Health Services and/or the Department 
of Children and Families, Etc. 
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2.  Exception:  This provision shall not apply to foster care and specialty care 
in 1and 2 family residences that are occupied by persons that qualify as 
primary residents and do not provide a place of employment.  In home 
services, therapies, and specialty care that take place in the home for any 
single resident over a specific and limited duration of time shall not deem 
this a place of employment. 

 
(7)  Residential groups.  

 
a.  Residential Group R-1 and R-2 occupancies, with three or more units, shall have 

an approved sprinkler system installed and maintained throughout in accordance 
with state statutes, state administrative codes and town ordinances.   

  
(8)  Utility and miscellaneous group U. Group U covers all building and structures not 

covered in any other occupancy classification. Sprinkler system requirements for group 
U buildings and structures chapter will be reviewed by the AFJ or designee on a case by 
case basis. 

 
(9)  Below Grade Occupancies:  Any occupancy group that desires to occupy any portion of a 

level that is 50% or greater below grade for any reason other than storage shall 
sprinkler that level and any component means of egress for that space and must be tied 
into a fire alarm system that serves the entire building. 

 
(c) Exceptions.  

 
1. The following classes of buildings shall be exempt from the requirement of automatic 

sprinkler systems:  
 

(a)  Any portion of a building housing a process or material which would interact with 
water to create a greater fire hazard than without water, provided that an 
alternate fire suppression system is used.  

 
(b)  Dwellings units.1 & 2 family that fall within the Town ordinances and are not 

used for the purposes of a community based residential facility, Adult Family 
Home or Child Care Facility. 

 
(d). Fire department hose connections.  

 
1. Every automatic sprinkler system installed in new or existing buildings shall be equipped 

with at least two female couplings for fire department hose connection, with National 
Standard Treads attached to a header of adequate size in accordance with fire 
protection engineering standards, but not less than four inches to supply the riser of the 
system.   

2. The connection shall be within 150 feet by means of drivable hard surface access. 
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(e) Variances 
 

1. Any request for variance to the requirements of section (c) Automatic Sprinkler Systems 
shall include:   
 
(a) The submittal of the current LFD “plan submittal form,”  
 
(b)  All associated fees,  
 
(c) A formal letter of justification for variance and;  
 
(d)  A plan for creating an equivalent level of life safety to the building.   

 
2. Sufficient numbers of this documentation shall be provided as to allow for review by the 

Fire Prevention Bureau, the Town of Lisbon Building Inspector and the Town Board. 
Variances requests must receive approval from all three entities to be granted.  

 
3. Variances will only be considered in cases of technical infeasibility and/or significant 

financial disproportionality.  Any request that fails to establish one or both of these 
conditions will not be approved. 

 
(f) Installation.  

 
1. Approved automatic fire sprinkler equipment shall be installed in accordance with one or 

more of the following NFPA standards as the chief of the fire department may determine 
are applicable:  
 
(a)  NFPA #13, "Standards for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems."  
 
(b) NFPA #13D, "Sprinkler Systems - One and Two-Family Dwellings."  
 
(c)  NFPA #13R, "Sprinkler Systems in Residential Occupancies up to and Including  

Four Stories in Height."  
 

(d)  NFPA #231, "General Storage."  
 
(e)  Such other NFPA standards as the AHJ may determine are applicable.  

 
2. No automatic sprinkler equipment shall be installed or altered in a building until plans 

have been submitted to and approved by the AHJ.   
 

(a)  No less than two stamped copies of the plans, state review letter and 
specifications shall be submitted for review.  

 
(b)  The voluntary installation of residential fire suppression systems in one and two 

family homes shall also be submitted, reviewed and acceptance tested by the 
LFD/ Fire Prevention Bureau to assure they are being installed to NFPA 13D or 
greater standards. 

 
 



CHAPTER 34 – FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Page 15 of 28 
 

 
(c)  Approved plans will be stamped, “Conditionally Approved,” together with the 

date of such approval and will be accompanied by review comments that shall be 
considered conditions of the approval. 

 
3. An outdoor rated horn/strobe notification device with an excess of 100-candle power 

shall be installed in lieu of or in addition to the required bell. The normal placement is 
above the fire department connection, but shall be approved by the AHJ.   

 
4. All Sprinkler systems shall be monitored for water flow by a central or remote station 

per current NFPA 72 and provide notification throughout the structure for purposes of 
evacuation.  

 
5. Underground water mains, hydrants and valves shall conform to current specifications of 

the Town.  
 
6. The water utility will require such tests as may be required by the National Fire 

Protection Association's standards. Such tests shall be conducted under the supervision 
of a utility representative and the fire department who shall certify acceptance or 
rejection of the system.  

 
7. Final approval, acceptance test--Automatic sprinkler system.  
  

(a) The sprinkler system shall have a hydrostatic test performed in the presence of a 
fire department inspector.  
 

(b)  The sprinkler system shall be tested by flows of the main drain and inspector's 
test. The installer in the presence of a fire department inspector shall conduct 
the acceptance test.  

 
(c)  The installer shall provide minimum three working days advanced notice to the 

fire department prior to performance of final acceptance test.  
 

(d)  Any work or testing performed on sprinklers and underground supply shall be 
done by a licensed individual.  

 
8. Maintenance. The owner or occupant of a building or structure containing any automatic 

sprinkler system shall maintain that system in an operative condition at all times which 
includes periods where the building may not be occupied. The occupant of the building 
shall notify the fire chief immediately in case the sprinkler protection is rendered out of 
service for any reason. All sprinkler systems shall be tested to meet the requirement of 
NFPA 25. Only a person holding a testers credential issued by the State of Wisconsin 
shall perform the annual inspection and testing, all corrections to the system shall be 
done by a licensed sprinkler fitter in compliance with State Statutes. In all cases of 
Inspection, Testing and Maintenance, the company under which the testing is done shall 
be licensed and credentialed in accordance with the Wisconsin Department of Licensing 
and Regulation or its successor.  
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(g) Minimum Requirements for Sprinkler Systems Installations 
 

(1) In cases where a municipal water supply is not immediately available to the owner, the 
water supply and design of the system shall be allowed as identified below or by 
method approved by the AHJ, but may not be less than identified by the appropriate 
State Building Code Sections for Alternative Suppression Systems and NFPA 22 
(Standard for Water Tanks for Private Fire Protection). Where required by the current 
edition of the IBC or NFPA 101, the installation standards NFPA 13, 13R or 13D shall 
apply.  All sprinkler system installations must submit appropriate plans, permit forms, 
fee’s, calculations and additional information to the Fire Prevention Bureau for review 
and “Conditional Approval” prior to installation.  

 
(h) Interim Automatic Fire Sprinkler Installations: 

 
(1) Where Allowed: 

 
(a) Interim installations will only be allowed for systems where the installation of the 

suppression system is required by only this ordinance.  All other installations 
shall be designed in accordance with their appropriate installation standard. 

 
(b) Interim installation design will not be allowed for type A, E, H, I, R occupancies 

or other use groups that will require design for protection of commodities at 
classification level, Ordinary Hazard (group 2)/(OH2) or greater.  Exception: 
Consideration may be given for type R and I occupancies on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 
(i) Installation Requirements for Water Supply: 
 

(1) Only aboveground and underground factory-coated and/or lined steel tanks, fiberglass 
reinforced plastic tanks and concrete tanks shall be allowed. 

 
(2) All above ground plastic tanks shall be protected to an Ordinary Hazard 2 level or 

greater. 
 
(3) All tank installations shall be tested and documented in compliance with NFPA 22. 
 
(4) All tanks shall include water level monitoring and automatic tank refill.  These points 

shall be monitored by the fire alarm system as follows: 
 

(a) Automatic tank refilling shall identify as a trouble condition to make the owner 
aware of possible leaks.   

 
(b) Low level conditions shall generate a supervisory condition and shall command 

immediate correction. 
 

(5) All water supply valves that supply the tank refill, are between the tank and the riser, or 
serve as shut-offs, shall be clearly identified for their function and secured and/or 
monitored by the fire alarm system. 
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(6)  The power source for the automatic refill solenoid shall be clearly identified in the panel, 
marked in red and provided with a listed breaker lock. 

 
(7) All Fire pumps shall be listed and labeled NFPA 13 compliant fire pumps. 
 

(a) Some exceptions may be allowed for occupancies that can meet the demand 
requirements, but will be limited to light hazard protection classifications only. 

 
(8) All suppression system components shall be provided with a redundant power source. 
 

(a) In cases where a back-up generator serves as the redundant power source, the 
generator shall undergo acceptance testing by the AHJ to assure compliance 
with emergency transfer requirements and a record of inspection, testing and 
maintenance shall be kept with the sprinkler and fire alarm test records at the 
riser for review by the AHJ and any contractor who will service or test the 
system. 

 
(b)  Nothing in this requirement shall be misconstrued to mean that the installation of 

a generator must be a dedicated service as long as the life safety and 
suppression systems are primary to this power source. 

 
(9) In areas of the Town where municipal water supply is being constructed, immediately 

projected to be constructed, or in the planning stages of being constructed, required 
sprinkler systems shall not be required to be connected to an interim supply; however, 
all design and installations shall include provisions for immediate connection to the 
municipal water supply as it becomes available.  These cases shall be clearly 
documented by the building owner and approved by the AHJ. 

 
(10) The full extent of this interim system must be included and undergo inspection, testing 

and maintenance in accordance with NFPA 25. 
 

(j)  Design Requirements for Interim Installations: 
 

(1) Connection to the domestic water supply shall be required. 
 

(2) Occupancy groups B, F, M, and S, which are less than 10,000 square feet and are 
required to install an automatic sprinkler system shall have a private water source to 
flow a minimum of two heads at the engineered rate for no less than 15 minutes. 

 
(a)  Interim installation design will not be allowed for type A, E, H, I, R occupancies 

or other use groups that will require design for protection of commodities at 
classification level, Ordinary Hazard (group 2)/(OH2) or greater.  Exception: 
Consideration may be given for type R-4 occupancies on a case-by-case basis. 

 
(3) One or more fire department connections with two female couplings with National 

Standard Treads attached to a header of adequate size in accordance with fire 
protection engineering standards, but not less than four inches shall be provided to 
supply the system. 
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(4) All fire sprinkler systems installed under the requirements of this division shall be 
connected to a municipal water system within twelve months after water mains to serve 
the building are available for use. 

 
(5) All plan submittals shall include no less than a 10% design cushion in water supply 

calculations. 
  

(k)   Fire hydrant requirements.  
 

(1)  Owner installation required. When substantial portions of a building are set back 250 
feet or more from the street or highway or access to the farthest point around the 
building via a drivable hard surface exceeds 300 feet from a municipal hydrant, the 
owner shall install at his expense approved fire hydrants. Hydrants shall be freestanding 
and be installed not more than 60 feet or less than 30 feet from the building. Required 
fire hydrants shall be placed 300 feet from the closest municipal hydrant and then 
around the perimeter of the building that is accessible via a drivable hard surface, so 
that no hydrant is more than 300 feet from any other approved hydrant.  

 
(2) Approved water hydrant. The term "approved water hydrant" means a water hydrant 

connected to a municipal water main with one 4-inch and two 2-inch fire department 
connections. The connection waterline between the city water main and the approved 
water hydrant shall be not less than six inches and need not be more than 12-inch pipe. 
Where the municipal water main is eight inches or larger, the connection line shall be no 
less than eight inches in size. All water hydrants shall be approved by the chief of the 
fire department and the municipal water utility, and shall be installed in compliance with 
the standards of the municipal water utility. All water hydrants shall be installed in 
compliance with the standards of the municipal water utility. All water hydrants shall be 
installed in such a manner and locations so as to be accessible at all times to the fire 
department. Maintenance of private hydrant shall be done per current NFPA 25 with 
appropriate documentation forwarded to the fire department fire prevention division as 
well as the local water utility. Failure to do so will result in a fine.  

 
(l)  Maintenance of equipment.  

 
(1) Sprinkler systems, standpipe systems, fire alarm systems and other fire protective or 

extinguishing systems shall be maintained in operative condition at all times as per the 
requirements of this code. It is unlawful for any owner or occupant to reduce the 
effectiveness of the protection so required, except this shall not prohibit the owner or 
occupant from temporarily reducing or discontinuing the protection where necessary to 
make tests, repairs, alterations or additions. The fire department shall be notified before 
repairs, alterations or additions are started and shall be notified again when the system 
has been restored to service.  

 
(2) Periodic inspections shall be performed in accordance with all appropriate NFPA codes 

and standards. 
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(3) All records of maintenance, inspections or tests of life safety systems in the Town of 
Lisbon that have identified deficiencies shall be submitted to the Fire Marshal for review 
with 30 days of completion.  Where the building owner contracts for and completes the 
noted deficiencies within the 30-day timeline, only the certification of correction need be 
submitted.  

 
34.21 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS  
 
(1) General. Fire alarms systems shall mean a system which automatically detects a fire condition through 

automatic or manual means and actuates a fire alarm signal device which is monitored by a listed third 
that without delay will notify the Fire Department.  No fire alarm shall be installed that is not 
monitored, capable of manual activation at required means of egress or unable to adequately notify all 
occupants to evacuate. 

 
(2) All fire alarm systems shall be installed per NFPA 72, NFPA 70 (NEC), this ordinance and the 

instructions of the AHJ.  All fire alarm installations must be done under the combined permits of the 
Lisbon Fire Department and the Town Building Inspector.   

 
(3) All Fire alarm installations in the Town must submit plans, specification sheets, battery calculations and 

product information and the Lisbon Fire Department Permit Application Form with properly calculated 
review and testing fees to the fire prevention bureau. Plans will be reviewed and conditionally 
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau. 

 
(4) All fire alarm design submittals shall be designed and stamped by qualified persons with not less than 

NICET IV credentials.  Any designer or installer deemed unfit to perform an adequate quality of work 
may be refused future permits for work in the Town until they can demonstrate to the AHJ that the 
cause of substandard work has been corrected. 

 
(5) The Lisbon Fire Department shall be called to witness all acceptance testing. 
 
(6) Where installed, all full alarm conditions shall initiate HVAC shutdown. 
 
(7) Where fire alarm cable is run in an exposed manner, or not in a listed raceway, the cable shall be 

plenum rated.  The installing contractor shall provide documentation of this at time of inspection. 
 
(8)  Where Installed 
  

(a) Fire alarms shall be installed as required by the building code and NFPA 1/101. 
 
(b) All new buildings that contained separated or mixed uses by which the presence of a fire 

condition would not be immediately identified shall have fire alarm systems  
 
(c) All existing buildings that contain separated or mixed uses and undergo a change of use for any 

one part of the building shall install a fire alarm system throughout the building.  For these 
installations an extended amount of time shall be agreed upon and documented between the 
owner or owner representative and the LFD. 

 
(d) For the purpose of fire alarm installations, the presence of fire rated construction within the 

total footprint of a building shall not be considered as multiple-separate buildings within one 
structure. 



CHAPTER 34 – FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Page 20 of 28 
 

 
(e) The AHJ reserves the right to require fire alarm systems in any structure that he/she deems a 

hazard or threat to the life and/or safety of its occupants. 
 
(9) Maintenance.  

 
(a) The owner or occupant of a building or structure containing any fire alarm system shall 

maintain that system in an operative condition at all times which includes periods where the 
building may not be occupied.  The Fire Prevention Bureau or Fire Marshal shall be notified by 
the owner or contractor when the system will be placed out of service for testing or 
maintenance for greater than 4 hours in any one day.  All deficiencies that render the system in 
conditions not acceptable by the Lisbon Fire Department shall be immediately corrected. All fire 
alarms shall be tested to meet the requirement of NFPA 72 by person(s) deemed qualified by 
the AHJ.  

 
(b) Should any deficiencies be noted during the course of the testing, inspection or maintenance of 

a fire alarm system, a copy of the testers report shall be sent to the Lisbon Fire Prevention 
Bureau for review within 30 days of the test. Should the listed deficiencies be corrected within 
the 30-day window, only the compliance paperwork need be submitted.  

 
34.22 GENERAL FIRE PREVENTION AND LIFE SAFETY PROVISIONS 
 
(1) Fire-rated and Fire-resistive construction: 

 
(a) All fire walls, resistive construction and partition walls shall be labeled in a durable manner with 

the hourly rating of the assembly.  This label may be above a drop ceiling if the label occurs no 
more than every 15 feet along the duration of the rated assembly. 

 
(b) All penetrations and damage to rated assemblies shall be properly sealed with listed products 

that provide the same or greater level of protection as the assembly. 
 
(c.) All other assemblies shall be draft stopped to prevent rapid spread of smoke, flame and other 

products of combustion throughout the building. 
 
(2) Light weight construction: 

 
(a) All occurrences of light-weight construction shall be protected by no less than a 1 hour fire 

resistive assembly.  Where light-weight construction is used as a horizontal assembly between 
occupied levels, the hourly rating shall be no less than 90 min. 
 
(i)  Exception:  Where the building is fully sprinkled the assembly rating may be reduced to 

1 hour. 
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(3) All Type I hood installations shall be compliant with NFPA 96 and this Ordinance. 

 
(a) The installation of a type I hood in any new or existing building must provide notification of for 

the purposes of occupant evacuation throughout the building in compliance with 34.20(D) and 
NFPA 72. 
 
(i)  Existing type I hoods shall be exempt from this condition unless they are not in 

compliance with UL300 standards.  In cases of compliance upgrades the rules of 
34.20.(E)(3) shall apply. 

 
(b) All suppression activations and full alarm conditions shall initiate HVAC shutdown and the 

shunting of gas and electric from under the hood while sustaining the ventilation fan for the 
removal of smoke and gases from the building. 

 
(4) The use of all places of assembly and theaters: 

 
(a) All new places of assembly and theaters shall be required to strictly adhere to the installation of 

class-A finishes throughout and comply with NFPA 1, 101 and 701. When existing occupancies 
make any interior alterations to finishes they must be brought into compliance throughout the 
use area. 

 
(b) Theater props and scenery shall meet the class A requirements throughout the stage and must 

be inspected and approved by the AHJ prior to the commencement of any production. 
(i) Some minimal props and decorations may be exempt from the Class A requirements if they 
meet the AHJ’s interpretation of incidental, but these exemptions must be specifically requested 
in writing and be approved in writing by the AHJ. 

 
(c) The use of open flame, pyrotechnics, and any other lighting, effects or wiring methods that 

may serve as an ignition source are hereby prohibited. 
 
(i)  Exception: the use of candles for the purposes of religious practices shall be allowed as 

long as they are properly enclosed within a sturdy non-combustible container that is 
secured. Note: the use of flameless candles as an alternative is highly recommended. 

 
(d) In all new and existing Assembly occupancies the installation of emergency exit and egress 

lighting shall be in compliance with current standards at all times. 
 

(e) A-2 uses shall be in compliance with the State Smoking Legislation and necessary modifications 
to the building or structure to gain compliance with these rules shall serve as a trigger for 
compliance with current life safety requirements throughout the building. 



CHAPTER 34 – FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Page 22 of 28 
 
34.23 FLAMMABLE OR COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS 

Application. The provisions of this division shall apply to all persons, firms, corporations, co-partnerships and 
governmental agencies, except federal, storing, handling or using flammable or combustible liquids, and to the 
owner or lessee of any building, premises or equipment in or on which flammable or combustible liquids are 
stored, handled or used. 
 

(1) All storage, transfer, and use of flammable and combustible liquids shall be in compliance with 
the State Statutes and adopted standards in this ordinance. 

 
(2) The Fire Prevention Bureau shall be made aware of all new installations by way of permit 

application, plan review and field acceptance.   
 
(3) All installations must be in compliance with Town zoning ordinances and are subject to the 

costs for supportive and protective infrastructure. 
 
(4) All combustible and flammable liquids storage tanks are subject to Local and State inspections 

and records of these inspections shall be kept on site and must be made available to AHJ upon 
annual inspections of the building(s). 

 
(5) Were required by adopted standards: all flammable liquids cabinets shall be properly bonded 

and vented with static mats placed in front.  All installations shall be inspected and verified by 
the AHJ. 

 
34.24 AMBULANCE CONVEYENCE FEES  

(a)  A fee as determined from time to time by the Town board shall be charged for persons 
transported by the Town fire department ambulances.  

 
(b)  The Town Clerk-Treasurer is authorized to collect such fees based on information provided by 

the Town fire department.  
 
34.25 BURNING PERMITS 

All burning is subject to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources rules and regulations. 

(a) Burning of Certain Materials Prohibited.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to burn in an outdoor residential incinerator or open burning 
any garbage, trash, rubber or rubber products, asphaltic type materials, building materials or any 
other such related materials which create, by such burning, a smoke or odor nuisance. Garbage, 
as the term is used herein, is defined as putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from 
the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food. Trash, as used herein, is defined as 
human or animal excrement, animal remains or offal, petroleum products, vegetable products, 
mineral products and metal pressurized containers. 

(b)      Burning or the disposal of ash residue shall not be permitted on or within any improved street, 
drainage ditch, parkway, public place or right-of-way. 

(c)        No fire shall be conducted or permitted which results in smoke to be spread beyond the property 
lines that are offensive to neighboring property owners or to create a nuisance for others. If the 
smoke or heat created by such burning is an annoyance or causes discomfort to the 
neighborhood or traveling public it shall be ordered extinguished upon complaint.   
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(d) A Burning permit is required from the Town for all burning. No person shall set fire to any grass, 
leaves, field, brush, or similar combustible material except as otherwise provided herein, without 
first obtaining a permit from the Town Clerk. Such permit shall state the name and address of the 
person applying for the permit. The term of such a permit shall be for a period not to exceed one 
year. The permit shall be effective provided the permit holder complies with all of the 
requirements of the Fire Department with respect to the setting, control and extinguishment of 
the fire.  

(e) Fires Other than campfires/bonfires/open field burning/large amounts of trees, stumps or clearing 
of land.  A permit issued under subsection (d) shall authorize burning only during the hours from 
sunrise to sunset, subject to the following conditions: 

(1) The size of the pile of materials to be burned shall not exceed four feet, by four feet, by 
three feet high, unless a larger size is authorized by the Fire Chief. 

(2) The pile of materials being burned shall be at least fifty feet from any structure, wood or 
lumber pile, wooden fence, trees or bushes, and provisions shall be made to prevent the 
fire from spreading to within fifty feet of such items. 

(3) Fuel for open burning shall consist of dry materials only and shall not be ignited with 
flammable or combustible liquids. 

(4) Materials for open burning may not include rubbish, garbage, trash, construction material, 
any material made of, or coated with, rubber, plastic, leather or petroleum based 
materials and may not contain any flammable or combustible liquids. 

(5) The burning of materials pursuant to a permit issued under the terms of subsection (d) 
shall constantly be attended and supervised by a competent person at least sixteen years 
of age until such fire is extinguished. This person shall have readily accessible a garden 
hose, having the capability to disburse water as set forth in subsection (i) 2. 

(6) Notwithstanding the issuance of a permit, no burning shall be permitted when the wind 
velocity exceeds nine miles per hour or local circumstances make the fires potentially 
hazardous. Local circumstances including, but are not limited to, thermal inversions, 
ozone alerts and very dry conditions. 

 (f) Campfires 

A permit issued pursuant to subsection (d) shall authorize campfires, subject to conditions of 
subsection (e) and also the following conditions:  

(1) The property owner on whose property the campfire is located has consented to the 
activity. 

(2) The base of the fire must contain stones, block, brick, a steel ring, or similar fire retardant 
materials and composition. 

(3) The size of the fire cannot exceed two feet, by two feet, by two feet. 

(4) The fire is not allowed to burn between the hours of 12:00 am (midnight) and continuing 
through sunrise the following morning. 
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(g) Residential Incinerators. 

(1) Outside burning shall be permitted using an incinerator which shall be metal container or 
masonry product built or fabricated so as to be completely enclosed, except having a top 
opening for loading, and a lower opening for draft control. Such openings shall be 
covered with a metal screen of mesh, opening not greater than one-half inch. Such 
residential incinerator shall be located at a distance of at least twenty five feet from any 
structure, and shall have all grass and other flammable material cleared away from its 
base for a distance of three feet from all exterior surfaces of the incinerator. 

(2) No burning in a residential incinerator shall be permitted between the hours beginning 
after sunset, and continuing through sunrise of the following morning. 

(h) Large bonfires/ Open Field Burning/ Large Amounts of Trees, Stumps and Clearing of 
Lands/Structures 

No structures are allowed to be burned regardless of whether it is a standing structure or 
demolished.  All other fires in this category shall be subject to a one time permit issued by the 
Town Clerk and approved by the Fire Department.  Conditions of burning will be addressed per 
each request.  This permit will be subject to a fee set by the Town Board and identified on the 
Lisbon Fire Department Permit Application Form.  The person(s) conducting these burning 
activities are additionally subject to the costs necessary to reimburse the LFD/ Town of Lisbon, 
for any stand-by personnel deemed prudent by the Fire Chief, and for the costs for any accidental 
fires or property loss associated with these burns getting out of the control of those conducting 
the burning activities as further explained below. 

(i) Additional Conditions and Qualifications. 

Fires and/or burning is permitted in subsection (e),(f) and (g) shall be subject to the following 
conditions and qualifications: 

(1) Emergency Regulations. 

Whenever, because of extreme dryness or drought, the Town Board and/or Fire Chief 
shall deem it imprudent to set fires upon any land within the town, it shall by 
proclamation, declare an emergency and cause to be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the town a notice forbidding the setting of fires within the Town of Lisbon 
and after the publishing of such notice, no person shall set any fires until the expiration of 
such emergency. 

(2) Service by Fire Department. 

In the event that any fire which has been set, either under a permit issued or without a 
permit, requires service of the Town Fire Department to control the same, the person 
causing such fire to be set shall be liable to the town for all costs and expenses incurred 
in connection with the fire run by the town and shall pay the same upon written notice 
from the Town clerk as to the amount thereof. In the event such invoice is not paid 
within thirty days after notice from the Town Clerk the amount thereof shall be placed on 
the tax roll and assessed against the real estate upon which the fire was set and collected 
by the town at the next succeeding tax collection. The term “person” as used in this 
section shall include the owner and any person in possession of any real estate upon 
which a fire is set. In the event a permit has been issued, the term “person” shall mean 
the individual who has applied for the burning permit. Any person may appeal to the 
Town Board for a review of the amount of any invoice issued under the terms of this 
paragraph. Such appeal shall be in writing, and shall be filed with the Town Board within 
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thirty days after the date of the invoice. An appeal so filed shall stay the enforcement of 
the invoice until after a hearing with respect to the amount of the invoice is conducted by 
the Town Board. In all events, the hearing shall be conducted within sixty days of the 
receipt of the appeal. 

(3) Construction Materials 

Burning of construction materials is strictly forbidden. 

(4) The burning activity must be continuously supervised by an adult property owner or 
occupant of the property. 

(5) An operable garden hose must be present at the site which will provide a flow rate of five 
gallons per minute and a nozzle capable of spraying ten feet, within a radius of seventy-
five feet around the fire or burning activity; provided, however, that this provision shall 
not apply if the fire or burning of materials is more than 200 feet from any structure. 

(6) Burning shall be permitted only when winds do not exceed nine miles per hour as 
reported by the National Weather Service during the entire period of burning. 

(7) No asphalt shall be burned under any circumstances. 

(8) No gasoline, fuel oil, solvents, or other accelerants shall be used for ignition or at any 
time during the burning process. 

(9) Open burning or burning of materials in containers shall cease immediately upon order of 
any law enforcement official of the Town of Lisbon, or order of the Chief of the Lisbon 
Fire Department, or designated representative. 

 (j)     The following are exempt from the provisions of this section: 

  (1) Grills and outdoor fireplaces for food preparation. 

  (2) Fires set for training or instruction of firefighters or testing fire equipment. 

(k)    Any person who shall violate any provisions of this section or any regulation made hereunder shall 
be issued a citation with the forfeitures set by the Town Board. 

34.26 FIRE PROTECTION WATER TANK REQUIREMENTS (Residential Subdivisions) 
  

(a) The Developer/Subdivider shall provide emergency water reservoirs for fire protection or, upon 
recommendation by the Fire Chief the Plan Commission determines the fire protection needs of 
the subdivision can be met by use of a tender vehicle, the Developer/Subdivider has the option 
to pay a fee equivalent to the cost of an installed on-site water storage tank(s), per schedule 
below, to the Town in-lieu-of providing on-site water storage. If the Plan Commission’s action is 
contrary to the Fire Chief’s recommendation, the issue shall be forwarded to the Town Board 
for action.  Any funds received by the Town under the provision of this section shall be used 
exclusively for the purchase and maintenance of fire engine or water tender vehicles.  
 
 Subdivisions from: 
 Five to thirty-nine lots    1 - 10,000 gallon reservoir 
 Forty to seventy-nine lots   2 – 10,000 gallon reservoirs 
 Eighty to one hundred twenty lots  3 – 10,000 gallon reservoirs 
 One additional tank for each additional forty lots 
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(b)  The location of the tanks shall be specified by the Chief of the Fire Department.  
 
(c)  Specifications for the tank and installation shall be as shown on attached exhibit A, and as follows: 
 
 (1) Sand bedding will be used for the base and backfilling around the tank. 
 
 (2) Any steel tank will be tested per UL-58 standard for tank construction using a 5 to 7 psi pressure 

test for at least 1 hour.  The outside of the tank shall be coated to prohibit corrosion.  A 2-part 
coal extended polyurethane coating, 10 to 15 mil thick, or optional 60 mil fiberglass reinforced 
polyester laminate coating, or equivalent coating pre-approved by the fire department are 
required.       

 
 (3) The drafting/suction pipe height above the finished road surface shall be twenty-four inches to the 

centerline of the elbow fitting of the six inch pipe.  The six inch elbow will have an adaptor from 
six inch pipe thread to 6 inch male NST (fire thread).   Supplied on the six inch male NST thread 
will be a six inch by six inch double female swivel adapter with rocker lugs.  A rocker lug plug 
(male thread cap) with chain will be supplied on the end. 

 
  (4) The drafting pipe shall extend to within twelve inches of the bottom of the tank.  The length of 

the draft pipe shall be kept to a minimum after meeting the requirements of section (c) above.  
The drafting pipe shall be six inches in diameter and shall terminate with an elbow to accept the 
six inch adaptor, hydrant fitting, cap, and chain. 

 
 (5) A screened five or four inch vent pipe with the opening facing downward shall be included in all 

tanks.  This shall extend a minimum of twenty-four inches above the final roadway surface. 
 
 (6) A four inch fill pipe with elbow shall be included on each tank.  This shall extend a  minimum of 

twenty-four inches above the final roadway, as measured at the pipe and include a two-point-five 
inch Siamese “Y” with caps and chains. 

 
 (7) The maximum distance from the road edge to the drafting pipe shall not exceed nine feet, to 

enable a fire engine, positioned on the finished road surface, to easily reach the draft pipe with 
one section of the standard hard suction hose.  

 
 (8) All above ground piping shall be primed and painted red for suction, white for vent, and yellow for 

fill before the tank is approved for service and filled. 
 
 (9) A “No Parking” sign shall be installed at the location specified by the Fire Department.  The sign 

and installation shall be at the expense of the developer. 
 
 (11) Installation shall be made with consideration of the winter temperatures.  Steps shall be taken to 

ensure the piping and water in the tank will not freeze during extended periods of below freezing 
temperatures. 

 
 (12) Ballast shall be installed with all tanks. 
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(d) Administrative Procedures 
 

(1) The developer/subdivider or installer of the tank shall notify the Fire Department of completion of 
the installation for purpose of inspection.  Forty-eight hour notification shall be provided and an 
inspection fee shall be set by resolution adopted by the Town Board from time to time and 
shall be submitted to the Fire Department to cover the costs of the inspection.  All new or 
upgraded installations shall require inspection.  Once approved, tanks shall be filled by the Fire 
Department.  Water tank inspection forms must be obtained from the Town Clerk or the Fire 
Department.   

 
 (2) The developer/sub-divider or contractor installing the tank shall post with the Town a letter of 

credit in the amount of $10,000 or $1.00 per gallon of tank size to be held by the Town until the 
tank has received final Fire Department approval.   

 
 (3) Any Fire Department may utilize the water tank for fire protection purposes.  All tanks shall be 

refilled by the department making use of the water.  Refilling shall be accomplished as soon as 
possible.   

 
 (4) The Fire Department shall inspect the fire tanks in the spring and fall of each year. 
 
(e) Exception 

(1) Subdivisions that through covenant or zoning are required to provide NFPA 13D compliant 
residential sprinkler systems in all dwellings and occupied structures within the subdivision will 
not be required to comply with this section. 
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CHAPTER 41 

OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC HEALTH, PROPERTY 

SAFETY AND ORDER 

 
41.01 WISCONSIN STATUTES ADOPTED 

The following enumerated sections of the Wisconsin Statutes in connection with the herein-described 
misdemeanor offenses are hereby and by reference made part of this code. For the purpose of this section, 
the definitions of words and phrases contained in Chapters 939 to 951 and Chapter 961 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, along with any future amendments, revisions or modifications are hereby adopted and by reference 
made part hereof with the same force and effect as if fully set fourth herein. 

41.02 CARRYING A CONCEALED WEAPON (SS.941.23) 

Any person licensed under SS.175.60. 

41.03 CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY (SS.943.13) 

Whoever intentionally causes damage to any physical property of another without that person’s consent. 

41.04 CRIMINAL TRESPASS TO LAND (SS.943.13) Whoever enters any enclosed, cultivated or 
undeveloped land of another person without the express or implied consent of the owner or occupant. 

41.05 CRIMINAL TRESPASS TO DWELLINGS (SS.943.14) 

 Whoever intentionally enters the dwelling of another without the consent of some person lawfully upon 
the premises, under circumstances tending to create or provoke a breach of the peace. 

41.06 THEFT OF PROPERTY (SS.943.20) 

Whoever intentionally takes and carries away, uses, transfers, conceals, or retains possession of movable 
property of another without the other’s consent and with intent to deprive the owner permanently of 
possession of such property. 

41.07 FRAUD ON HOTEL, RESTAURANT OR TAXICAB (SS.943.21) 

Whoever obtains any beverage, food, lodging or other service or accommodation at any campground, hotel, 
motel, boarding house, or restaurant and then intentionally absconds without paying for it. 

Having obtained any transportation services from a taxicab operator, and then intentionally absconds without 
paying for the service. 

41.08 ISSUANCE OF WORTHLESS CHECKS (SS.943.24) 

Whoever issues any check or other order for the payment of not more than $1,000 which, at the time of 
issuance, he or she intends shall not be paid. 

41.09 RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY (SS.943.34) 

Whoever intentionally receives or conceals stolen property. 

41.10 FRAUDULENT USE OF A CREDIT CARD (SS.943.41) 

No person shall acquire financial transaction card from the person, possession, custody or control of another 
without the cardholder’s consent. 

41.11 RETAIL THEFT (SS.943.50) 

Any person, who intentionally alters the price, carries away merchandise, conceals merchandise, removes a 
theft detection device or uses a theft-shielding device to permanently deprive the merchant of their property 
for resale. 
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41.12 FORNICATION (SS.944.20) 

Whoever has sexual intercourse in public. 

41.13 LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS BEHAVIOR (SS.944.20) 

Whoever commits an indecent act of sexual gratification with another with knowledge that they are in the 
presence of others; or, publicly and indecently exposes genitals or pubic areas. 

41.14 REFUSING TO AID OFFICER (SS.946.20) 

Whoever, without reasonable excuse, refuses or fails upon command, to aid any person known by the person 
to be a peace officer. 

41.15 RESISTING/OBSTRUCTING AN OFFICER (SS.946.41) 

Whoever knowingly resists or obstructs an officer while such an officer is doing any act in an official capacity 
and with lawful authority. 

41.16 BATTERY (SS.940.19)(1) 

Whoever causes bodily harm to another by an act done with intent to cause bodily harm to that person or 
another without the consent of the person so harmed. 

41.18 NEGLIGENT HANDLING OF BURNING MATERIAL (SS.941.10) 

Whoever handles burning materials in a highly negligent manner, or burning material is handled in a highly 
negligent manner if handled with criminal negligence, under circumstanced in which the person should realize 
that a substantial risk and unreasonable risk of serious damage to another’s property is created. 

41.20 USE OF A WEAPON (SS.941.20) 

(a) Definitions  

As used herein, the term firearm or firearms shall mean any revolver, pistol, shotgun, rifle, or 
similar device which is designed or intended to propel projectile or projectiles by the burning of 
powder within a cartridge or barrel that creates a quantity of gas to expand and propel the 
projectile or projectiles. 

(b) Prohibited Activities and Uses. 

(1) Whoever endangers another’s safety by the negligent operation or handling of a 
dangerous weapon. 

(2) Operates or goes armed with a firearm while he or she is under the influence of an 
intoxicant. 

(3) Intentionally points a firearm at or toward another. 

(4) Discharging a firearm within the confines of any recorded subdivision as determined by 
the Plat of Subdivision recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds, Waukesha County, 
State of Wisconsin, on any lot less than twenty (20) acres in size. 

(5) Discharging a firearm within 500 feet of any building or structure. 

(6) Discharging a firearm within 500 feet of any lot less than twenty (20) acres within a 
recorded subdivision as determined by the Plat of subdivision recorded in the office of the 
Register of Deeds, Waukesha County, State of Wisconsin. 
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(b) Exceptions 

The prohibitions of this section shall not pertain to: 

(1) Law enforcement officers duly designated and authorized by the Town, County, State and 
Federal authority. 

(2) Activities at any private club or target range where those activities have authorized 
pursuant to the zoning ordinances of the Town of Lisbon and, provided further that those 
activities are undertaken in accordance with any conditions or limitations imposed upon 
the private club or target range pursuant to the zoning laws of the Town of Lisbon. 

(3) Activities for the purpose of culling the herd to maintain its health at a deer farm properly 
licensed by the State of Wisconsin; provided such actions follow the rules and restrictions 
set forth by the State of Wisconsin. 

(4) Discharging a firearm on ones own property when the discharge of the firearm is directly 
related to rodent and varmint control activities; and the firearm used is designed or 
intended to propel a projectile of .22 caliber rimfire or smaller caliber rimfire. 

(c) Air Powered Devises 

No person shall discharge any air rifle, pistol or similar device in any recorded subdivision, or 
within 500 feet of the confines of any recorded subdivision, as determined by the Plat of 
Subdivision recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds, Waukesha County, Wisconsin. 

(d) Hunting 

(1) A shotgun, muzzle loader or bow and arrow may be used in the Town only for hunting 
purposes providing written permission is obtained from the property owner of the land to 
which the hunting is to be confined.  Written permission shall be carried on the person 
while hunting.  While hunting, a person shall not discharge an arrow, shot, slug or ball 
which passes beyond the property line of the area to which the hunting is confined. 

(2) No person shall discharge a bow and arrow within 150 feet of any building or roadway 
within the Town.  No person shall discharge a firearm within 500 feet of any building or 
roadway within the Town. 

(3) No person shall discharge a bow and arrow or firearm within 600 feet of any Town Park 
or within 1,000 feet of any hospital or school within the Town. 

(4) If a hunter discharges an arrow, shot, slug or ball which strikes an animal and said animal 
travels beyond the confined hunting area onto an adjacent property, the hunter must 
notify the property owner of the incident and seek permission for entry onto the property 
for the intention of retrieving the animal. 

(e) Parental Responsibility 

If a minor shall violate this section, then his parent or guardian may be held responsible for such 
violation in the same manner as if such parent or guardian had violated the same, and ignorance 
of such violation shall not be a defense; prosecution of such parent or guardian shall not be a bar 
or prosecution of minor. 

41.21 ENTRY TO LOCKED VEHICLES (SS.943.11) 

Whoever intentionally enters the locked vehicle and enclosed portion or compartment of the vehicle or another 
without consent and with intent to steal or cause damage. 
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41.22 DISORDERLY CONDUCT (SS.947.01) 

Whoever in a public or private place engages in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, boisterous, unreasonable, 
loud or otherwise disorderly conduct under circumstances in which the conduct tends to cause or provoke a 
disturbance. 

41.23 POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT SCHOOL (SS.125.09) 

No person may possess or consume alcohol beverages on school premises. 

41.24 HARASSMENT (SS.947.013) 

Whoever, with intent, engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly commits acts which harass or intimidate the 
person and which serves no legitimate purpose. 

41.25 PURCHASE OR POSSESSION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS (SS.254.92) 

No person under 18 years of age may buy or attempt to buy any cigarette or tobacco products, falsely represent 
his or her age for the purpose of receiving any cigarette or tobacco product, or possess any cigarette or tobacco 
product. 

41.26 POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE (SS.961.14 (4)(t)) 

No person shall possess any substance that is outlined as prohibited in the Uniformed Controlled Substances Act 
(Chapter 961 of the Wisconsin Statutes). 

41.27 POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA (SS.961.573 (1)(2)) 

No person under the age of 18 may use, or possess with the primary intent to use, drug paraphernalia to plant, 
propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test analyze, 
pack, repack, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale or otherwise introduce into the human body a 
controlled substance outlined in the Uniformed Controlled Substances Act.  

41.28 PARTIES TO A CRIME (SS.939.05) 

Whoever intentionally aids and abets the commission of a crime. 

41.29 UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY (22.947.06) 

An unlawful assembly included an assembly of persons who assemble for the purpose of blocking or obstructing 
the lawful use by any other person, or persons of any public or private thoroughfares, property or of and 
positions of access or exit to or from any public or private building, or dwelling place, or any portion thereof and 
which assembly does in fact so block or obstruct the lawful use of any other person, or persons if any such 
private or public thoroughfares, property or any position of access or exit to or from any public or private 
building, or dwelling place, or any portion thereof. 

41.30 RESIDENTIAL PICKETING 

It is unlawful for any person to engage in picketing before or about the residence or dwelling of any individual. 

41.31 CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY OF MINORS (SS.948.40) 

No person may intentionally encourage or contribute to the delinquency of a child. 
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41.32 DISTURBING THE PEACE 

Any person who performs, does, or becomes involved in any of the following acts within the Town of Lisbon is 
guilty of disturbing the peace. 

(a) Aids, assists or encourages in causing or participating in a riot, disturbance or diversion tending to 
incite a breech of the peace; 

(b) Collects together with another person or persons for any unlawful purpose of for any purpose to 
the harassment or disturbance of residents of a neighborhood in the Town of Lisbon, or to the 
detriment of the public health, welfare, safety or good order of the Town; 

(c) Obstructs or interferes with the free use of travel on public streets or other public right of ways in 
the Town; 

(d) Disobeys an order directed by a member of the Police Department, other law enforcement 
agency, or the Fire Department while in the performance of official duties; 

(e) No person owning, occupying, or having charge of any building or premises, or any part thereof, 
or any vehicle, shall cause or allow any loud, excessive, or unusual noise in the operation or use 
of any radio, stereo, television or other mechanical device, instrument or machine that will disturb 
the comfort or repose of the persons therein or in the vicinity. 

41.33 GRAFFITI (SS.943.017) 

Whoever intentionally marks, draws or writes with paint, ink or another substance on or intentionally etches into 
the physical property of another without the other person’s consent. 

41.34 POLLUTION 

No person shall pollute the air or any watercourse by excessive discharge of waste products or foreign matter.  

41.35 LITTERING 

No person shall litter any public or private property with paper or other debris or foreign matter. Any stored or 
transported materials susceptible to blowing or scattering shall be adequately covered or protected to prevent 
littering. 

41.36 UNLAWFUL USE OF A TELEPHONE (SS.947.012)  

(a) Whoever with intent to harass or offend telephones another and uses any obscene, lewd or 
profane language or suggests any lewd or lascivious act. 

(b) Makes or causes the telephone of another repeatedly to ring, with intent to harass any person at 
the called number. 

(c) Makes repeated telephone calls, whether or not conversation ensues, with intent solely to harass 
any person at the called number.  

(d) Utilizes the 911 Emergency telephone system for any purpose other than to report an emergency, 
“Emergency” is defined, for the purposes of this subsections, as a situation in which immediate 
response by public safety personnel is essential and an existing or very probable situation exists of 
bodily harm or life threatening condition, property loss or damage, or the escape or a suspect in a 
criminal offense. 

41.37 CURFEW 

It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of 17 years to congregate, loiter, stroll, stand or play in or upon 
the public streets, highways, roads, alleys, parks, public buildings, places of amusement and entertainment, 
vacant lots, or any public places in the Town of Lisbon either on foot or in or upon any conveyance being driven 
or parked thereon between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M. of the following day unless accompanied by 
his parent, guardian, or other adult person having the custody or control of such minor. 
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41.38 UNDERAGE POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE (SS.125.07(1) OR 
(4)(a), (b) or (bm), 125.085(3)(b) or 125.09(2)) 

No person under the legal drinking age set forth by the State of Wisconsin shall possess or consume any alcoholic 
beverage in a public or private place, unless in the direct company of their parents or legal guardian. 

41.39 PUBLIC DRINKING PROHIBITED 

No person shall consume or have is his possession open containers of intoxicants of fermented malt beverages, 
or intoxicating liquor, in or upon any public thoroughfare. By thoroughfare, this section shall be construed to 
include any public road, street, alley, highway, freeway, interstate, county trunk highway, or public right of way. 

41.40 OPERATION OF ATV’S, TRAIL BIKES & MINI-BIKES 

Operation of All-Terrain Vehicles and off road motorized bikes shall not be operated on any Town lands except on 
the traveled portion of any public thoroughfare and parking areas specifically designated for such traveling or 
parking. “Travel portion” is defined as the paved or otherwise surfaced portion of the roadway and the prepared 
shoulders, but shall not include the grass areas within the statutory limits of the highways and contiguous to the 
traveled portion thereof. 

(a) No person shall operate a motorized bike or ATV on the property of another without the property 
owner’s consent. 

(b) No operation between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 8:00 A.M. 

(c) No operation within 50 feet of a dwelling. 

(d) No operation on the shoulders or in the drainage ditches, of public streets and highways. 

 (e) No operation in excess of 25 mph. 

(f) No operation with more than one passenger. 

(g) No Operation without protective headgear. 

(h) No operation on a public street or highway unless the driver has an Operator’s license and the 
vehicle is licensed by and meets the equipment requirement of the State of Wisconsin. 

(i) Must be at least 13 years of age to operate. 

(j) No operation within any recorded subdivision or within 500 feet of the confines of any recorded 
subdivision, as determined by the Plat of Subdivision recorded in the office of Register of Deeds, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin. 

41.41 TRUANCY 

(a) Definitions 

(1) “Truancy” means any absence for part or all of one or more days from school during 
which the school attendance officer, principal, or teacher has not been notified of the legal 
cause of such absence by the parent or guardian of the absent pupil, and also intermittent 
attendance carried on for the purpose of the defeating of the intent of the compulsory 
school attendance provisions of Wis. Stat. 118.15. 

(2) “Truant” means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under 
Wis. Stat. 118.16(4) for part or all of any day on which school is held during a school 
semester. 

(3) “Habitual Truant” means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse 
under Wis. Stat. 118.15 and 118.16(4) for part or all of five (5) or more days on which 
school is held during a school semester. 

(4) “Acceptable Excuse” has meaning as defined in Wis. Stat. 118.15 and 118.16. 
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(b) Any person under the age of 18 found by the court to be a habitual truant shall be subject to one 

or more of the following; 

(1) Suspension of the person’s operating privileges for not less than 30 days nor more than 
one (1) year, as defined in Wis. Stat. 340.01(40). The court shall immediately take 
possession of any suspended license and forward it to the Department of Transportation 
together with a notice stating the reason for the duration of the suspension. 

(2) An order for the person to participate in counseling, a supervised work program, or other 
community service as described in Wis. Stat. 938.34(5)(g). The cost of any such 
counseling, supervised work program or other community service may be assessed 
against the person, parents, or guardians of the person, or both. 

(3) An order for the person to remain at home except during hours in which the person is 
attending religious worship or a school program including travel time required to get to 
and from the place of worship or school program. The order may permit the person to 
leave his/her home if the person accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

(4) An order for the person to attend an educational program as described in Wis. Stat. 
938.34(7d). 

(5) An order for the person to attend school. 

(6) Subject to Wis. Stat. 938.37, a forfeiture of not more than $500 plus costs for each 
occurrence. All or part of the forfeiture plus costs may be assessed against the person, 
the person’s parents, or guardian of the person, or both. 

(7) Any other reasonable conditions consistent with this subsection including a curfew, 
restriction as to going to or remaining on specified premises, and restrictions on 
associating with other children or adults. 

(8) An order for the person’s parents, guardian, or legal custodian to participate in counseling 
at the parent’s, guardian’s, or legal custodian’s own expense or to attend school with the 
person, or both. 

(c) Contributing to Truancy 

(1) Except as provided below, any person 17 years of age or older who, by act or omission, 
knowingly encourages or contributes to the truancy of a child shall be subject to a 
forfeiture of not more the $200 plus costs. 

(2) Subsection (a) does not apply to a person who has under his/her control a child who has 
been sanctioned under Wis. Stat. 49.26(1)(h). 

(3) An act or omission contributes to the truancy of a child whether or not the child is 
adjudged to be in need of protection of services if the natural and probable consequences 
of that act or omission would be to cause the child to be truant. 

41.42 PROVIDING ALCOHOL TO UNDERAGE PERSONS (SS.125.07) 

(a) No person may procure for, sell, dispense or give away any alcohol beverages to any underage 
person not accompanied by his or her parent, guardian or spouse who has attained the legal 
drinking age. 

(b) No adult may knowingly permit or fail to take action to prevent the illegal consumption of alcohol 
beverages by an underage person on premises owned by the adult or under the control of that 
adult. 
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41.43 ALTERNATIVE JUVENILE SANCTIONS 

Court Authority to impose alternative juvenile dispositions and sanctions. 

(a) For a juvenile adjudged to have violated an ordinance, a court is authorized to impose any of the 
dispositions listed in Wis. Stat. 938.343 and 938.344 in accordance with the provisions of those 
statutes. 

(b) For a juvenile adjudged to have violated an ordinance, who violates a conditions of a dispositional 
order of the court under Wis. Stat. 938.343 or 938.344, the municipal (6)(d) in accordance with 
the provisions of those statutes. 

(c) This section in enacted under the authority of Wis. Stat. 938.17(2)(cm). 

 
41.44 LOITERING 
 
 (a) Loitering for improper purpose prohibited. 

No person shall loiter or lounge in any public street or highway or alley or in any public place or 
on any private premises without invitation from the owner or occupant thereof for any immoral, 
illegal or improper purpose or insult or to disturb any person by any act, gesture or language.   

 (b) Obstruction of highway by loitering prohibited. 

No person shall obstruct any street, bridge, sidewalk or crossing by lounging or loitering in or 
upon the same after being requested to move on by any Police Officer.   

 (c) Obstruction of traffic by loitering prohibited. 

No person shall loaf or loiter in groups or crowds upon the public streets, alleys, sidewalks, 
street crossings or bridges or in any other public places within the Town in such a manner as to 
prevent, interfere with, or obstruct the ordinary free use of said public streets, sidewalks, street 
crossings, bridges or other public places by persons passing along and over the same after 
being requested to move on by any Police Officer or by any person in authority at such places.   

 (d) Loitering after being requested to move prohibited. 

No person shall lounge or loiter in groups or crowds upon the streets, sidewalks or adjacent 
doorways or entrances, street crossings or bridges or in any other public place or on private 
premises without invitation from the owner or occupant, after being requested to move by any 
Police Officer or by any person in authority at such places.   

 (e) Loitering in Public Places prohibited. 

No person shall loiter, lounge or loaf in or about any depot, theater, dance hall, restaurant, 
store, public sidewalk, public parking lot or other places of assembly or public use after being 
requested to move on by any Police Officer, proprietor of the place of business, or by any 
person in authority at such place.  Upon being requested to move, a person must immediately 
comply with such request by leaving the premises or area thereof at the time of the request. 

 (f) Loitering at schools prohibited.  

(1) Non-students loitering in school or playgrounds prohibited.  No person not in official 
attendance, or other official business, shall enter in, congregate, loiter, wander, stroll, 
stand or play in any school building in the Town or in or about any playground area or 
parking area adjacent thereto between 7:00AM and 4:00PM on official school days, 
provided this Section shall not apply to one who is a guest or invitee of the school 
authorities. 
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(2) Student or pupil in school or playgrounds prohibited.  Any student or pupil scheduled to 

be in class shall not enter in, congregate, loiter, wander, stroll, stand or play in any 
school building in the Town or in or about any playground area or parking area adjacent 
thereto between 7:00AM and 4:00PM on official school days. 

41.45 PENALTIES 

 The penalty for violating sections of the Lisbon Town Code are as follows: 
 

(a)  41.02 Carrying a concealed weapon (941.23) 

$500.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(b)  41.03 Criminal damage to property (943.13) 

$200.00 + Costs 

(c)  41.04 Criminal trespass to land (943.13) 

$100.00 + Costs 

(d)  41.05 Criminal trespass to dwelling (943.14) 

$200.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(e)  41.06 Theft of property (943.20) 

$200.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(f)  41.07 Fraud on hotel, restaurant, or taxicab (943.21) 

$250.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(g)  41.08 Issuance of worthless checks (943.24) 

$200.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(h)  41.09 Receiving stolen property (943.34) 

$200.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(i)  41.10 Fraudulent use of credit card (943.41) 

$500.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(j)  41.11 Retail theft (943.50) 

$200.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(k)  41.12 Fornication (944.15) 

$100.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(l)  41.13 Lewd and Lascivious behavior (944.20)  

$250.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(m)  41.14 Refusing to aid an officer (946.40) 

$100.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(n)  41.15 Resisting or obstructing an officer (946.41) 

$500.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(o)  41.16 Battery (940.19) 

$500.00 (Bail) + Costs 
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(p)  41.17 Burning Permits 

$100.00 + Costs 

(q)  41.18 Negligent handling of burning material (941.18) 

$125.00 + Costs 

(r)  41.20 Use of a weapon (941.20) 

Negligent use of Firearm 

500.00 (Bail) + Costs 

Any Hunting Violations 

$100.00 + Costs 

(s)  41.21 Entry to locked vehicles (943.11) 

$500.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(t)  41.22 Disorderly conduct (947.01) 

Class 1 - $150.00 

Class 2 - $300.00 

Class 3 - $500.00 

(u)  41.23 Possession of alcoholic beverages at school (125.09) 

Bail + Costs (Depends on age and number of violations) 

(v)  41.24 Harassment (947.013) 

$100.00 + Costs 

(w)  41.25 Purchase or possession of tobacco products (938.983) 

$50.00 + Costs 

(x)  41.26 Possession of controlled substances (961.14(4)(t) 

$500.00 + Costs 

(y)  41.27 Possession drug paraphernalia (961.573(1)(2) 

$500.00 + Costs 

(z)  41.28 Parties to a crime (939.05) 

$50.00 + Costs 

(aa)  41.29 Unlawful assembly (947.06) 

$250.00 (Bail) + Costs 

(bb)  41.30 Residential picketing 

$150.00 + Costs 

(cc)  41.31 Contributing to the delinquency of a minor (948.40)  

$250.00 (Bail) + Costs 
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(dd)  41.32 Disturbing the peace 

Class 1 - $150.00 

Class 2 - $300.00 

Class 3 - $500.00 

(ee)  41.33 Graffiti (943.017) 

$500.00 + Costs 

(ff)  41.34 Pollution 

$100.00 + Costs 

(gg)  41.35 Littering 

$100.00 + Costs 

(hh)  41.36 Unlawful use of a telephone (947.012) 

$125.00 + Costs 

(ii)  41.37 Curfew 

$50.00 + Costs 

(jj)  41.38 Underage possession or consumption of alcohol (125.07(1) or (4)(a), (b) or (bm), 
125.0853(3)(b) or 125.09(2) 

Deposit + Costs (Depends on age and number of violations) 

(kk)  41.39 Public drinking 

$50.00 + Costs 

(ll)  41.40 Operation off ATV’s, trail bike’s and mini bike’s 

$60.00 + Costs 

(mm)  41.41 Truancy 

$50.00 + Costs 

(nn)  41.42 Providing alcohol to underage person (125.07) 

$450.00 + Costs 

(oo)  41.44 Loitering 

$50.00 + Costs 
 

(pp) 6.02 Dogs Running at Large 

$50.00 + Costs 

(qq) Chapter 8 (Parks) 

$100.00 + Costs 

   
41.46   WARRANT SERVICE FEES 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 814.70, 814.705 and 814.71, Wisconsin Statutes, the Town of 
Lisbon Police Department shall charge a warrant service fee of $25 whenever the Department serves a 
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warrant or commitment order upon an individual, except that the statutory fee imposed by Section 
814.70 shall apply if larger than the $25 municipally imposed fee.  Warrant fees shall be deposited in the 
Town General Fund.  If there is more than one defendant or person served at a given address, the $25 
warrant service fee shall apply to each person served.  If the person has warrants from multiple 
jurisdictions, the warrant service fee shall be assessed with regard to each such jurisdiction. 

 

41.47  ALARM SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS AND FALSE ALARMS PROHIBITED.  

(a) Intent.  

Although the Town of Lisbon recognizes that alarm systems serve a public purpose, it is 
the intent of this section to establish standards and regulations for all alarm systems, as 
defined in this section, in the Town of Lisbon. Said standards and regulations are 
intended to prevent carelessness, improper maintenance or any other cause which 
results in false alarms from privately owned, commercially owned, leased or contracted 
alarm systems for the purpose of reducing the number of such false alarms received by 
the Town of Lisbon. Such false alarms initiate police and/or fire department personnel 
and vehicle response which result in unnecessary expense to the Town, increases the 
risk of damage to property and injury to persons and dilutes the police and fire 
protection available for response to other areas of the Town. Such false alarms, 
therefore, constitute a public nuisance, which must be abated and/or penalized.  

(b) Definitions. 

(1) Private alarm system is defined as any device, designed and installed solely for 
the purpose of detecting and signaling the police and/or fire department, directly 
or via a central alarm station, to make an emergency response to the signal's 
location.  

A.  Direct private alarm system is any private alarm system, which is in any 
way linked to the police and/or fire department.  

B.  Indirect private alarm system is any private alarm system, which is in any 
way linked to a central alarm station.  

(2)  False alarm is a signal, regardless of how received, resulting in a response by the 
police and/or fire department when an emergency situation does not exist.  

(3)  The determination of a False Alarm is made by the Town Administrator in 
consultation with the contract Sheriff personnel.  

(4)  Local alarm system is any system which emits either an audible or visual signal, 
or both, on the exterior of any property, and is not connected to any other 
location by any means. This does not include any device designed solely for the 
purpose of alerting a building's occupants of fire, smoke or illegal entry, or any 
alarm devices on automobiles.  

(5)  Person shall mean any individual, partnership, corporation or other entity.  

(6)  Central alarm station shall mean any facility, which receives signals from alarm 
systems and alerts the police and/or fire department of the need to make an 
emergency response to the signal.  
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(c) Central Alarm Station Duties.  

Any person, company, organization or other entity providing a central alarm station 
monitoring service of alarms covered by this section shall be capable of having a service 
representative or other authorized key holder respond to the alarm location within thirty 
(30) minutes after activation.  

(d) Alarm Conditions.  

Alarms shall not be installed without meeting the following conditions:  

(1)  The alarm system has the approval of the Underwriters Laboratories or other 
nationally recognized testing service.  

(2)  The alarm system has or will be installed in accordance with any applicable 
requirements of the Town Electrical Code, including necessary permits.  

(3)  The local alarm system shall have a device, which will shut off any audible signal 
automatically within fifteen (15) minutes after activation.  

(4)  Person’s shall follow regular alarm testing procedures set forth by the Town Fire 
Chief.  

(5)  For indirect private alarm systems the following additional requirements apply:  

A.  Equipment must meet at least minimum standards as set forth in the 
Federal Bank Protection Act of 1968.  

B.  Person’s shall remove the alarm system when the service is disconnected.  

(6)  No person, firm or corporation shall use or cause to be used, any telephone or 
electronic device or attachment which automatically selects a public primary 
telephone trunk line of the police or fire department, and then reproduces any 
pre-recorded message to report any intrusion, robbery or other emergency. Nor 
will the installation or a private telephone and trunk line for this purpose be 
allowed.  

(5)  False Alarm Fees. 

Any false alarm from an alarm system responded to by the Town’s Police 
Services in excess of two in any twelve (12) consecutive month period shall incur 
a special charge for current services rendered. Such charge shall be $25.00 for 
the third occurrence and $50.00 for the fourth and subsequent occurrences.  
Said fees may be adjusted from time to time by the Town Board as deemed 
appropriate. The Town shall send a bill for the amount of the charge, to the 
property owner, and if applicable also to the tenant or other occupant of the 
property where the false alarm occurred. Such charges that remain unpaid on 
November 15th of the current year shall become a lien, and shall automatically 
be extended upon the tax roll as a special charge against the property served 
pursuant to Section 66.0627 of the Wisconsin Statutes, regardless of whether the 
resident individual or business causing the alarm is the property owner.  

(6) Exemptions.  

Property owned or leased by the Town of Lisbon or the Hamilton, Merton or Richmond 
School Districts are excluded from the provisions of this ordinance. 
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CHAPTER 42 

TRAFFIC 

 

42.01 STATE TRAFFIC LAWS ADOPTED 
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this code, the statutory provisions in Chapters 340 to 348 and 
Chapter 350 of the Wisconsin Statutes, describing and defining regulations with respect to vehicles and traffic, 
exclusive of any regulations for which the statutory penalty is a fine or term of imprisonment are hereby 
adopted and by reference made a part of this code as if fully set forth herein. Any act required to be 
performed or prohibited by any regulation incorporated herein by reference is required or prohibited by this 
code. Any future amendments, revisions or modifications of the statutory regulations in Chapters 340 to 348 
and Chapter 350 incorporated herein are intended to be made part of this code in order to secure to the 
extent legally practicable uniform statewide regulation of vehicle traffic on the highways, streets and alleys of 
the State of Wisconsin. 

42.02 SPEED LIMITS 
(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on the highways in the Town at a speed in excess of the 

limit posted, as listed in the Town of Lisbon Street Listing and Speed Limits Reference List, 
which is maintained by the Town Clerk.   

 (b) The department of public works director is hereby authorized and directed to procure, erect, or 
cause to be erected and maintained appropriate standard traffic signs, signals, and markings 
stating the speed limits of said highways, which signs shall conform to the rules of this chapter 
as required by the State of Wisconsin at the direction of the Town Board. Signs shall be erected 
at such locations and manner as the department of public works director shall determine will 
best affect the purposes of this chapter to give adequate warning to users of the streets and/or 
highways of the posted speed limits.  

42.03 TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS 
(a) In accordance with the provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes, the department of public works 

director is hereby authorized and directed to procure, erect, or cause to be erected and 
maintained appropriate standard traffic signs, signals, and markings conforming to the rules of 
this chapter as required by the State of Wisconsin at the direction of the Town Board. 

(b) The department of public works director shall have the authority and is hereby directed to order 
the removal of a sign, signal, marking, or device placed, maintained, or displaced in violation of 
this chapter or Wis. Stat. § 346.41. 

42.04 MINI-BIKES 
No person shall operate a motor of power-driven cycle, including the type commonly known as mini-bikes: 

(a) On the property of another without this consent. 

(b) Between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. within 50 feet of a dwelling. 

(c) On the shoulders, or in the drainage ditches, of public streets and highways. 

(d) In excess of 25 miles per hour. 

(e) With more than one passenger. 

(f) Without protective headgear. 
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(g) On a public street or highway unless the driver has an operator’s license, and the vehicle is 

licensed by and meets the equipment requirements of the State of Wisconsin. 

(h) Who is under 12 years of age. 

(i) So as to race the engine, or otherwise cause unnecessary of unusual noise which annoys, 
disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, health, peace or safety of others. 

42.05 PENALTIES 
The penalty for violating any provision of this chapter shall be a forfeiture as hereafter provided, together with 
costs, pursuant to the provisions of Section 345.27, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(a) State Forfeiture Statue. 

Forfeitures for violation of Section 340.01 to 248.28 Wisconsin Statutes, shall conform to the 
forfeiture permitted to be imposed for violation of the statutes adopted by reference, including 
any violations or increases for subsequent offenses. 

(b) State Fine Statute. 

The forfeiture for violation of any statute adopted by reference hereunder for which the penalty 
is a fine shall not exceed the maximum fine permitted under such statute. 

(c) Local Regulations. 

The penalty for violation of any provision of this chapter for which there exists no state 
forfeiture or state fine statute shall be a forfeiture of not less than $1.00 nor more than $200 
per violation, together with taxable costs of the action, and default of payment thereof, 
imprisonment in the County Jail of Waukesha County until such forfeiture and costs have been 
paid, but not to exceed 30 days. 

42.06 ENFORCEMENT 
(a) This chapter shall be enforced according to Section 66.12, Chapter 299 and Sections 345.20 to 

245.53, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(b) Deposit. 

Any person arrested for a violation of this chapter may make a deposit of money as directed by 
the arresting officer at the police station or at the office of the Clerk of Court or by mailing the 
deposit to such places. The arresting officer or the person receiving the deposit shall comply 
with Section 343.27, Wisconsin Statutes, or, if the deposit is mailed, the signed statement 
required under Section 343.27 shall be mailed with the deposit. The arresting officer of the 
person receiving the deposit shall notify the arrested person, orally or in writing, that: 

(1) If he fails to appear in court at the time fixed in the citation, he will be deemed to have 
tendered a plea of no contest and submitted to a forfeiture plus costs not to exceed the 
amount of the deposit; or 

(2) If he fails to appear in court at the time fixed in the citation and if the court does not 
accept the deposit as a forfeiture, he will be summoned into court to answer the 
complaint. 

The amount of the deposit shall be determined in accordance with the deposit schedule 
established by the Board of County Judges. 

The arresting officer or the person receiving the deposit shall issue the arrested person 
a receipt therefore as required by Section 2445.26(3)(b). 
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(3) If a deposit schedule has not been established, the arresting officer shall require the 

alleged offender to deposit not less than the maximum forfeiture permitted under this 
chapter. 

(c) Stipulation of No Contest. 

Any person charged with a violation of this chapter except Sections 346.62(1) and 246.63(1), 
may at the time of the alleged violation or within five (5) days thereafter make a stipulation of 
not contest pursuant to Section 345.27, Wisconsin Statutes. Such person shall at the time of 
entering into the stipulation make the deposit as re1uired under subsection (b) of this section. A 
person who has mailed or filed a stipulation under this subsection may, however, appear in 
court on the appearance date. 

42.07 OFFICIAL TRAFFIC SIGNS AND SIGNALS 
The Town Highway Department shall erect and maintain appropriate standard traffic signs, signals and 
markings conforming to the rules of the State Department of Transportation giving notice of the provisions of 
Section 42.02 and 42.03 of this chapter and of any other provisions of this chapter. 

42.08 SNOW EMERGENCIES 
(a) Declaration of Emergency. 

The Town Chairperson, or in his absence, the Superintendent of Highways, or in his absence 
the Town Supervisor in charge of town highways, shall declare a snow emergency during the 
period of severe snow storm, or immediately thereafter, whenever traffic becomes congested 
by reason of said snowfall, and the operation of emergency vehicles, including snow removal 
equipment and machinery, is impeded. 

(b) Duration of Emergency. 

Such emergency shall exist until such emergency has been terminated by the Town 
Chairperson, or in his absence, the Superintendent of Highways, or in his absence, the Town 
Supervisor in charge of town highways, and shall continue so long as traffic remains congested, 
and the operation of emergency vehicles is impeded, or likely to be impeded by the falling of 
snow and the congestion of traffic upon the streets, alleys or public parking lots of the town. 

(c) Notice of Emergency. 

The Town Chairperson or the Superintendent of Highways or the Town Supervisor in charge of 
town highways may proclaim the state of emergency through the press, radio or other public 
means of communications, and may designate the authorized snow removal personnel to 
inform the citizenry of the existence of the emergency. 

 (d) Parking Prohibited During Emergency. 

No person shall park any vehicle on a street, alley or public parking lot during the period of a 
snow emergency, or immediately thereafter, until such street, alley or public parking lot has 
been cleared of snow. 

(e) Removal of Vehicles. 

The Superintendent of Highways, or any of employees under his supervision and direction, may 
remove any vehicle which may interfere with the operation of any snow removal equipment or 
any emergency vehicle. The Superintendent of Highways shall charge the cost of removing such 
vehicle to the owner thereof, which charges shall be paid before the owner or operator shall be 
entitled to repossession of his vehicle. Said Superintendent of Highways may cause removal to 
be made either by his own department or personnel or may contract for such removal with any 
private towing service. The Superintendent of Highways or his designee shall notify the owner 
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when a vehicle has been moved off any town highway as herein provided. Such notice shall be 
given either by telephone or in writing. The owner of such vehicle shall be notified as to where 
the vehicle is located and shall be entitled to repossession thereof upon paying to the town the 
cost of removal of such vehicle in the event the town equipment or town personnel moved such 
vehicle. In the event such vehicle was moved by a private service, the owner shall be entitled to 
possession of such vehicle upon payment to the private towing service operator the amount of 
his charges for such removal. In the event that the owner of such vehicle does not obtain 
repossession of such vehicle as herein provided, within five (5) days after notification by the 
town Highway Superintendent or his designee as to where such vehicle is located and pay the 
required fees for repossession of such vehicle as herein provided, then and in that event the 
Superintendent of Highways may cause such vehicle to be sold or disposed of in any manner 
that the Superintendent of Highways shall determine. 

(f) Deposit of Snow on Streets Prohibited. 

No person shall place snow upon any public street, after the same has been cleared of snow, in 
such a manner as to obstruct or interfere with the free movement of traffic upon said street, or 
interfere with or obstruct the use of any parking space provided upon the streets. 

42.09 REGULATION OF PARKING 
(a) Parking Restricted. 

No person shall park any motor vehicle on any street. Highway, alley or other public right-of-
way in the Town of Lisbon between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. without prior 
approval of the Town of Lisbon Police Department. 

(b) No Parking Signs. 

Signs indicating the parking restrictions provided by this section, and as required by Section 
349.065, Wisconsin Statutes, shall be erected in such locations on town streets and highways as 
the Town Board deems necessary to give adequate warning to the users of town streets and 
highways of the existence of this section. 

(c) Penalty and Notices of Penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this section shall pay the 
citation forfeiture which shall be set by resolution and adopted by the Town Board from time to 
time, within 10 days from the date the citation was issued.  A Notice of Penalty letter will be 
sent to the alleged violator and according to the following schedule: 

• If citation is unpaid 11 days after it was issued, a Notice of Penalty letter is mailed and 
alleged violator and has until 29 days after the citation was originally issued to pay the 
original forfeiture plus a late fee.   

• If citation is unpaid 30 days after it was issued, a second Notice of Penalty letter is mailed 
and alleged violator and has until 59 days after the citation was originally issued to pay the 
original forfeiture plus a late fee.   

• If citation is unpaid 60 days after it was issued, the Town of Lisbon shall notify the 
Wisconsin Department of Motor Vehicles Registration Suspension program the alleged 
violator’s information.    
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(d) Prohibited Parking. 

Parking of all motor vehicles shall be prohibited or restricted on the following public rights-of-
way: 

(1) No motor vehicles shall be parked at any time of the public right-of-way known as 
Parkview Drive beginning at the intersection of Ervin Place and Parkview Drive and 
proceeding in a generally southerly direction along the entire frontage of Lots 5 and 6, 
Block 2 of Lisbon Lawns Subdivision. This restriction shall apply to both sides of the 
street. 

(e) Receipts for Violations. 

All payments made under section 42.09(c) shall be paid to Town of Lisbon.   The Town of 
Lisbon may issue a receipt to each person paying a forfeiture under Section 42.09(c) if 
requested.  . The Town of Lisbon shall retain all paid parking violation tickets for a period of one 
(1) year from the payment date. If a citation is issued against any violator of this section and 
the amount provided in such citation is paid by the alleged violator prior to the hearing in court 
on said citation, such citation shall not be filed with the court as provided in Section 
345.28(2)(a), Wisconsin Statutes. If the citation is filed with the court, the procedure thereon 
will be as provided in Section 345.28, Wisconsin Statutes. 

42.10 PARKING OF TRUCKS, TRAILERS AND EQUIPMENT 
No trucks, commercial trailer, house or camp trailer, or other vehicular equipment of a commercial or industrial 
nature shall be parked on a lot in any residentially zoned district except as hereinafter specifically provided for 
as follows. 

(a) Agricultural equipment shall be permitted without limitation where accessory to a permitted 
agricultural use. 

(b) One commercial panel or pick-up truck, not exceeding 1½ tons, shall be permitted in any 
district. 

(c) Non-commercial panel or pick-up trick not exceeding 1½ tons actually used by the residents or 
guests. 

(d) Overnight parking of a commercial vehicle may be permitted on a temporary basis by the Police 
Department. 

42.11 JURISDICTION 
The provisions of Chapter 349, Wisconsin Statutes, including those relating to jurisdiction, are incorporated 
herein by reference. 



CHAPTER 42 – TRAFFIC 
Page 6 of 7 

 

42.13 REGULATION OF TRUCK TRAFFIC 
It is hereby declared necessary, in the interest of the public welfare and safety, and to protect town roads, to 
regulate truck traffic on certain roads located within the Town of Lisbon. It shall, therefore, be unlawful to 
operate a truck larger than three (3) gross tons on the following roads, unless the operator of the truck has a 
specific destination on the designated roads: 

(a) Jerilane Court 

(b) Plainview Road from STH 164 east to Town Line Road. 

(c) North Lisbon Road 

(d) Richmond Road 

(e) Howard Lane 

42.14 WEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
No person shall operate a motor truck, motor vehicle, truck tractor, trailer, semi-trailer, or other vehicles, or 
combination of vehicles, excepting a school bus transporting children to or from school or school related 
activities or excepting farm vehicles, weighing more than 6,000 pounds on the town road known as Hillside 
Road from Good Hope Road north to the entrance to the La Farge Quarry, approximately 2,900 feet north of 
North Lisbon Road.  
 
42.15 HEAVY TRAFFIC PROHIBITED 

Heavy traffic, as that term is defined in Section 349.17(2), Wisconsin Statutes, shall be prohibited on the 
following town roads: 

 (a) Richmond Road 

(b) Howard Lane from County Trunk Highway “J” to Hillside Road. 

42.16 SNOWMOBILE ACCESS FROM A RESIDENCE OR RESIDENCE AND LODGING 
ESTABLISHMENT TO A SNOWMOBILE ROUTE OR TRIAL 

(a) Intent 

The intent of this ordinance is to provide a means for persons to travel from a residence and 
lodging establishment within the limits of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, for 
the shortest distance that is necessary for a person to operate a snowmobile route or trail that 
is closest to that residence and lodging establishment.  

(b) Statutory Authority 

This ordinance is adopted as authorized under s.350.18(3)(a) 

(c) Designated Roadways and/or Highways 

No person shall operate a snowmobile on a roadway or shoulder of a highway not designated 
as a snowmobile route other than the following: from a point at the intersection of Lake Five 
Road and the “Bugline” Recreational Trail, north along Lake Five Road to the intersection of 
Plainview Road. 

(d) Conditions 

This ordinance designates the specific roadways for snowmobile travel by persons residing in or 
staying at a lodging establishment within the limits of the Town of Lisbon, Waukesha County, 
Wisconsin, to travel for the shortest distance that is necessary to reach the snowmobile trail or 
route that is closest to that residence or lodging establishment subject to the conditions set 
forth herein. 
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(e) Signage 

Sussex Sled Bugs Snowmobile Club shall be responsible for posting and maintaining any and all 
signage required by the Wisconsin Statutes, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and any other 
regulations. It shall indemnify the Town of Lisbon in the event the signage is not maintained 
and/or install as required by law. 

(f) Speed 

A snowmobile operated on a portion of the roadway pursuant to this ordinance shall observe 
roadway speed limits and all rules of the road as found in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 346 
which are adopted by reference. 

(g) Enforcement 

This ordinance shall be enforced by any law enforcement officer of the Town of Lisbon, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin. 

(h) Penalties 

Wisconsin state snowmobile penalties as found in Wis. Stat. § 350.11(1)(a) are adopted by 
reference. 
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Road Name Speed Limit Section
Aberdeen Court 25 Entire Route
Aberdeen Drive 25 Entire Route
Adams Court 25 Entire Route
Ainsworth Road 35 Entire Route
Alta Vista Drive 25 Entire Route
Ardeevin Court 25 Entire Route
Argyle Drive 25 Entire Route
Arrowhead Drive 25 Entire Route
Autumn Trail 25 Entire Route
Avon Court 25 Entire Route
Bantry Road 25 Entire Route
Bark Road 25 Entire Route
Batterjohn Drive 25 Entire Route
Bay Court 25 Entire Route
Bayberry Court 25 Entire Route
Bayberry Drive 25 Entire Route
Beacon Hills Drive 25 Entire Route
Betker Drive 25 Entire Route
Beverly Drive 25 Entire Route
Beverly Lane 25 Entire Route
Bittersweet Court 25 Entire Route
Bittersweet Drive 25 Entire Route
Blackthorn Court 25 Entire Route
Blossom Lane 25 Entire Route
Blue Heron Drive 25 Entire Route
Boden Lane 25 Entire Route
Bonnie Lane 25 Entire Route
Bracklyn 25 Entire Route
Bramble Drive 25 Entire Route
Brandt Circle 25 Entire Route
Brighton Drive 25 Entire Route
Camelot Court 25 Entire Route
Cameron Court 25 Entire Route
Canterbury Lane 25 Entire Route
Carberry Street 25 Entire Route
Carlene Drive 25 Entire Route
Carol Anne Court 25 Entire Route
Carole Court 25 Entire Route
Center Oak Road 45 Entire Route
Century Court 25 Entire Route
Cherry Hill Road 25 Entire Route
Chestnut Hill Road 25 Entire Route
Cheviot Drive 25 Entire Route
Clearview Drive 25 Entire Route
Clubhouse Circle 25 Entire Route
Colgate Road North 25 Entire Route
Colgate Road South 25 Entire Route
Conservancy Court 25 Entire Route
Copper Court 25 Entire Route
Cordell Drive 25 Entire Route
Country Court 25 Entire Route
Courtland Circle 25 Entire Route
Coventry Court 25 Entire Route
Coventry Meadows Court 25 Entire Route
Crest Drive 25 Entire Route
Crestwood Drive 25 Entire Route
Crooked Bridge Court 25 Entire Route

TOWN OF LISBON STREET LISTING & SPEED LIMITS
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Crooked Bridge Drive 25 Entire Route
Deerfield Court 25 Entire Route
Denton's Run 25 Entire Route
Dubnicka Drive 25 Entire Route
Duplainville Road 45 Entire Route
Eddy Court 25 Entire Route
Edgewood Drive 25 Entire Route
E-Jay Lane 25 Entire Route
Elizabeth Drive 25 Entire Route
Elmwood Road 25 Entire Route
Emerald Fields Court 25 Entire Route
Ervin Place 25 Entire Route
Esker Lane 25 Entire Route
Eyrie Drive 25 Entire Route
Fairview Lane 25 Entire Route
Fanad Drive 25 Entire Route
Fieldcrest Circle 25 Entire Route
Fieldstone Lane 25 Entire Route
Five Iron Way 25 Entire Route
Forest Hill Lane 25 Entire Route
Fox Hollow Drive 25 Entire Route
Friess Place 25 Entire Route
Garnet Court 25 Entire Route
Glen Ridge Court 25 Entire Route
Glen Ridge Road 25 Entire Route
Golf Lane 25 Entire Route
Golf View Court 25 Entire Route
Golf View Lane 25 Entire Route
Good Hope Road 35 Entire Route
Green Meadow Road 25 Entire Route
Hamilton Court 25 Entire Route
Hamilton Drive 25 Entire Route
Hanover Hill Court 25 Entire Route
Hanover Hill Road 25 Entire Route
Hansen Drive 25 Entire Route
Hawksview Court 25 Entire Route
Hazel's Way 25 Entire Route
Heather Way 25 Entire Route
Hermitage 25 Entire Route
Hickory Chasm Court 25 Entire Route
Hickory Chasm Drive 25 Entire Route
Hickory Field Court 25 Entire Route
Hickory Nut Lane 25 Entire Route
Hickory Road 45 Entire Route
Hickory View Lane 25 Entire Route
Hidden Oaks Drive 25 Entire Route
High Point Drive 25 Entire Route
High Road 25 Entire Route
Highland Preserve Court 25 Entire Route
Hillcrest Circle 25 Entire Route
Hillside Lane 25 Entire Route
Hillside Road 25 Good Hope south to cul-de-sac
Hillside Road 35 Good Hope to 935' South of Watersedge Drive
Hillside Road 45 935' South of Watersedge Drive to Highway Q
Hilltop Court 25 Entire Route
Hillview Drive 25 Entire Route
Hoag Lane 25 Entire Route
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Homestead Road 25 Entire Route
Howard Lane 25 Entire Route
Howards Pass 25 Entire Route
Hyde Park Drive 25 Entire Route
Indian Head Drive 25 Entire Route
Indian Grass Lane 25 Entire Route
Inverness Drive 25 Entire Route
James Drive 25 Entire Route
Janet Court 25 Entire Route
Janet Drive 25 Entire Route
Jay Lane 35 Entire Route
Jean Court 25 Entire Route
Jeanine Lane 25 Entire Route
Jerilane 25 Entire Route
Jessica Court 25 Entire Route
Jessica Drive 25 Entire Route
Jessy Court 25 Entire Route
Justins Way 25 Entire Route
Katesbridge 25 Entire Route
Katherine Court 25 Entire Route
Kathleen Avenue 25 Entire Route
Kathleen Court 25 Entire Route
Kettle Cove Lane 25 Entire Route
Kettle Ridge Court 25 Entire Route
Lake Drive 25 Entire Route
Lake Five Road  35 Plainview Road to Highway MD
Lake Five Road  45 Plainview Road to Highway Q
Lakeview Court 25 Entire Route
Lakeview Drive 25 Entire Route
Laura Way 25 Entire Route
Lauren Drive 25 Entire Route
L-Dee Lane 25 Entire Route
Lettie Lane 25 Entire Route
Linden Lane 25 Entire Route
Lisbon Oaks Drive 25 Entire Route
Longview Drive 25 Entire Route
Lyndale Lane 25 Entire Route
Lynn Marie Circle 25 Entire Route
Lynwood Drive 25 Entire Route
Maple Avenue  25 Highway K to Sussex Village Line
Maple Avenue  35 Sussex Village Line to Plainview Rd.
Marion Court 25 Entire Route
Marshall Court 25 Entire Route
Marshall Drive 25 Entire Route
Mary Ann Court 25 Entire Route
Mary Hill Road 45 Entire Route
McKerrow Drive 25 Entire Route
Meadow Court 25 Entire Route
Meadow Ridge Drive 25 Entire Route
Meadowview Court 25 Entire Route
Meadowwood Lane 25 Entire Route
Meider Drive 25 Entire Route
Micah Road 25 Entire Route
Mitchell Lane 25 Entire Route
Monarch Drive 25 Entire Route
Monarch Court 25 Entire Route
Monticello Drive 25 Entire Route
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Mount du Lac Drive 25 Entire Route
Mountain Meadows Drive 25 Entire Route
Mountain Shadows Drive 25 Entire Route
Mt. Vernon Drive 25 Entire Route
North Face Court 25 Entire Route
North Hill Drive 25 Entire Route
North Lisbon Road 40 Entire Route
North Road 45 Entire Route
Northview Court 25 Entire Route
Northview Drive 25 Entire Route
Norwauk Court 25 Entire Route
Norwauk Road 25 Entire Route
Oakdale Lane 25 Entire Route
Oakwood Court 25 Entire Route
Oakwood Road 35 Entire Route
Parkview Drive 25 Entire Route
Penny Lane 25 Entire Route
Perrennial Terrace 25 Entire Route
Peterson Road 25 Entire Route
Pitching Wedge Court 25 Entire Route
Plainview Parkway 25 Entire Route
Plainview Road 35 Townline Road to Woodside Road
Plainview Road 45 Woodside Road to Center Oak Road
Preserve Place 25 Entire Route
Quail Hollow 25 Entire Route
Quarry Corners Parkway 25 Entire Route
Quarry Road 25 Entire Route
Red Fox Run 25 Entire Route
Red Wing Road 25 Entire Route
Richmond Road 35 Entire Route
Ridge Drive 25 Entire Route
Ridgefield Court 25 Entire Route
Ridgefield Drive 25 Entire Route
River Lane 25 Entire Route
River’s Hollow Court 25 Entire Route
Riverview Court 25 Entire Route
Riverview Drive 25 Entire Route
Roberta Drive 25 Entire Route
Robyn Court 25 Entire Route
Rolling Hills Drive 25 Entire Route
Rudy Court 25 Entire Route
Rudy Jr. Court 25 Entire Route
Sagamore Hill Drive 25 Entire Route
Sandras Drive 25 Entire Route
Scott Street 25 Entire Route
Sennott Drive 25 Entire Route
Sennott Court 25 Entire Route
Seven Iron Circle 25 Entire Route
Seven Stones Drive 25 Entire Route
Sharon Drive 25 Entire Route
Short Road 25 Entire Route
Ski View Drive 25 Entire Route
Spring Hill Boulevard 25 Entire Route
Stepping Stone Way 25 Entire Route
Steven Street 25 Entire Route
Stonefield Court 25 Entire Route
Stonefield Drive 25 Entire Route
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Stonehouse Drive 25 Entire Route
Sunset Court 25 Entire Route
Surrey Hill Court 25 Entire Route
Susan Place 25 Entire Route
Sutton Court 25 Entire Route
Sutton Drive 25 Entire Route
Swan Road 35 Entire Route
Sweetbriar Lane 25 Entire Route
Tamarack Road  25 Plainview Road to S-Curve
Tamarack Road  35 S-Curve to North Lisbon Road
Tamnamore Drive 25 Entire Route
Teri Lane 25 Entire Route
Thousand Oaks Drive 25 Entire Route
Timber Ridge 25 Entire Route
Tomahawk Court 25 Entire Route
Tomahawk Drive 25 Entire Route
Top-O-Hill Drive 25 Entire Route
Twin Pine Circle 25 Entire Route
Twin Pine Drive 25 Entire Route
Valleyview Drive 25 Entire Route
Victoria Circle 25 Entire Route
Walnut Grove Court 25 Entire Route
Walnut Grove Drive 25 Entire Route
Walnut Road 25 Entire Route
Watersedge Drive 25 Entire Route
Waverly Place 25 Entire Route
Wedgewood Glen 25 Entire Route
Weyer Road 35 Entire Route
White Oak Drive 25 Entire Route
White Pine Drive 25 Entire Route
Whitewater Drive 25 Entire Route
Wilderness Way 25 Entire Route
Wildwood Way 25 Entire Route
William Drive 25 Entire Route
Willow Creek Drive 25 Entire Route
Willow View Drive 25 Entire Route
Windy Pass Drive 25 Entire Route
Wooded Court 25 Entire Route
Wooded Hills Drive 25 Entire Route
Wooded Ridge Trail 25 Entire Route
Woodland Oaks Drive 25 Entire Route
Woodside Court 25 Entire Route
Woodside Road  30 Sussex Village Line to Plainview Rd.
Woodside Road  35 Plainview Road to North Lisbon Road
Wrendale Court 25 Entire Route
Wrendale Drive 25 Entire Route
Yarotta Circle 25 Entire Route
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MUNICIPAL COURT 
 
44.10 MUNICIPAL COURT  

 

(1) MUNICIPAL COURT CREATED 
 

There is hereby created and established a Municipal Court under the provisions of Chapter 755 
of the Wisconsin Statutes for the City of Oconomowoc, Village of Oconomowoc Lake, Village of 
Dousman, Town of Delafield, Village of Nashotah, Town of Lisbon, Town of Merton, Village of 
Sussex, Village of Hartland, Village of Lac LaBelle, Town of Oconomowoc, Village of Summit, 
Village of Chenequa, Town of Erin, Village of Merton, Village of Sullivan, Village of Johnson 
Creek (Contract Member), Town of Ixonia (Contract Member) and Town of Ottawa (Contract 
Member)” or so many of those municipalities which enact an ordinance identical to this 
ordinance pursuant to §755.01(4). 

 
(2) MUNICIPAL JUDGE 

 
Such court shall be under the jurisdiction of and presided over by a Municipal Judge, who shall 
be an attorney licensed to practice law in Wisconsin, and who shall reside in one of the 
following Municipalities:  City of Oconomowoc, Village of Oconomowoc Lake, Village of 
Dousman, Town of Delafield, Village of Nashotah, Town of Lisbon, Town of Merton, Village of 
Sussex, Village of Hartland, Village of Lac LaBelle, Town of Oconomowoc, Village of Summit, 
Village of Chenequa, Town of Erin, Village of Merton, Village of Sullivan, Village of Johnson 
Creek, Town of Ixonia or Town of Ottawa or those municipalities which enact an ordinance 
identical to this ordinance and enter into an agreement pursuant to §66.0301 Wis. Stats. for the 
joint exercise of the power granted under §755.01 Wis. Stats.  Such Municipal Judge shall be 
elected at large in the spring election for a term of four (4) years commencing May 1.  All 
candidates for the position of Municipal Judge shall be nominated by nomination papers as 
provided in §8.10 Wis. Stats., and selection at a primary election if such is held as provided in 
§8.11 Wis. Stats.  The Town Board of the Town of Lisbon shall provide for a primary election 
whenever three (3) or more candidates file nomination papers for such position of Municipal 
Judge as provided in §8.11(1)(a) Wis. Stats., and such primary election shall be held on the 
third Tuesday of February as provided in §5.02(22) Wis. Stats. 

 
(3) ELECTIONS 

 
The Municipal Clerk of each municipality shall see to the compliance with §5.58(1c), 5.60(1)(b), 
5.60(2), 7.10(1)(a), 7.60(4)(a) and 8.10(6)(bm) to provide for the election of a Municipal Judge 
under §755.01(4). 

 
(4) OATH AND BOND 

 
The Judge shall, after his election or appointment to fill a vacancy, take and file the official oath 
as prescribed in §757.02(1), Wis. Stats., and at the same time execute and file an official bond 
in the amount of $5,000.00.  The Judge shall not act until his oath and bond have been filed as 
required by §19.01(4)(c) Wis. Stats. and the requirements of §755.03(2) have been complied 
with. 
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(5) SALARY 
 

The salary of the Municipal Judge shall be fixed by the governing bodies of the municipalities 
that created and established this Municipal Court, which shall be in lieu of fees and costs.  No 
salary shall be paid for any time during his/her term during which such Judge has not executed 
his official bond or official oath, as required by §755.03, Wis. Stats., and filed pursuant to 
§19.01(4)(c) Wis. Stats.  The municipalities may by separate ordinances, resolutions, or through 
the budget process, allocate funds for the administration of the Municipal Court pursuant to 
Wis. Stats. §66.0301. 

 
(6) JURISDICTION 

 
The municipal Judge of the Municipal Court shall have such jurisdiction as provided by §755.045 
and 755.05 Wis. Stats., and as otherwise provided by State Law.  The Municipal Judge is 
authorized to issue inspection warrants under §66.0119 Wis. Stats. 
 

 
(7) LOCATION AND HOURS 

 
The Municipal Court shall be held in the Council Chambers of the City of Oconomowoc City Hall 
at 174 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.  The Municipal Court shall be open at 
such times as determined by the Municipal Judge. 

 
(8) FINES AND FORFEITURES  

 
The Municipal Judge may impose punishment and sentences as provided by §800.09, Wis. 
Stats., and as provided in the ordinances of the following municipalities:  City of Oconomowoc, 
Village of Oconomowoc Lake, Village of Dousman, Town of Delafield, Village of Nashotah, Town 
of Lisbon, Town of Merton, Village of Sussex, Village of Hartland, Village of Lac LaBelle, Town of 
Oconomowoc, Village of Summit, Village of Chenequa, Town of Erin, Village of Merton, Village 
of Sullivan, Village of Johnson Creek, Town of Ixonia or Town of Ottawa.  All forfeitures, fees, 
penalty assessments and costs shall be paid to the Treasurer of the Municipality within which 
the case arose within 7 days after receipt of the money by the Municipal Judge or other court 
personnel.  At the time of the payment, the Municipal Judge shall report to the Treasurer the 
title of the action, the offense for which a forfeiture was imposed and the total amount of the 
forfeiture, fees, penalty assessment and costs, if any. 

 
(9) STIPULATIONS AND DEPOSITS IN MUNICIPAL COURT 

 
The Municipal Court herein established shall be operated pursuant to and in compliance with 
the provisions of Chapter 800 Wis. Stats., and, where applicable, other provisions of the Wis. 
Stats. as referred to in subsection (10) below.  The Municipal Judge shall establish in 
accordance with §800.037 Wis. Stats., a schedule of deposits for violations of City, Village and 
Town ordinances, resolutions and by-laws, except traffic regulations which are and shall be 
governed by §345.26 Wis. Stats., and boating violations which are, and shall be governed by 
§23.66 and 23.67 Wis. Stats.  Such deposit schedule shall be approved by the respective 
governing bodies of the municipalities creating and establishing this Court and shall be posted 
in the office of the Municipal Court Clerk and the police departments of the respective 
communities. 
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(10) PROCEDURE IN MUNICIPAL COURT 

 
The procedure in Municipal Court shall be as provided by this Ordinance and State Law including, 
but not excluding because of enumeration Chapters 66, 345, 751, 755, 757 and 800 of Wis. Stats. 

 
(11) CONTEMPT PROCEDURES 

 
(a) The Municipal Judge may impose a sanction authorized under §800.12(2) for contempt 

of court, as defined in §785.01(1) Wis. Stats, in accordance with the procedures under 
§785.03 Wis. Stats. 

 
(b) The Municipal Judge may impose a forfeiture for contempt under §800.12(1) Wis. Stats, 

in an amount not to exceed $50.00 or, upon nonpayment of the forfeiture and the 
penalty assessment under §757.05 Wis. Stats., a jail sentence not to exceed 7 days. 

 
(12) The Municipal Court hereby established shall not be abolished while the 755.01(4) 

agreement is in effect. 
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	13.01 PURPOSE
	(a) To regulate the size, type, construction standard, maintenance and placement of signs situated within the boundaries of the Town of Lisbon, Wisconsin.
	(b) To promote the public health, safety, welfare and comfort of the general public by:
	(1) Reducing distractions and obstructions from signs which would adversely affect traffic safety, and alleviate hazards caused by signs projecting over or encroaching upon the public right-of-way;
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	13.03 DEFINITIONS
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	(a) Application Fees
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	(b) Supplemental Fees
	If the Town must remove or repair a permitted sign by reason of danger to the public, such as obstruction of traffic, a fee equal to 110 % of the Town's incurred cost shall be charged to the sign owner.
	(c) Refundable Fees
	(1) If a sign permit application is denied by the SCA, the sign permit fee shall be refunded to the applicant, and included with the denial letter therewith.
	(2) Payment and acceptance of the application review fee does not guarantee that a sign permit will be issued by the SCA.
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	The SCA is hereby authorized and empowered to revoke any sign permit upon determination that the sign authorized by the permit has been constructed or is being maintained in violation of the permit or the provisions of this chapter.

	13.07 PROHIBITED SIGNS
	The following types of signs are prohibited in the Town of Lisbon:

	13.08 EXEMPTIONS
	The following outdoor signs, advertising structures or devices shall be exempted from the permit process outlined in Section 13.04 (i.e., Permits) of this ordinance:
	(a) Exemptions
	(1) One wall sign, not to exceed six (6) square feet in size, maintained by the owner or occupant of a residential building for the purpose of displaying the name of the owner, resident, or legal home occupation contained therein.  Home occupation sig...
	(2) Bulletin boards not over fifteen (15) square feet in size for public, charitable or religious organizations when the same are located on the premises of said institution.  Such signs shall be subject to the location, lighting and landscaping stand...
	(3) Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, and date of erection when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze of other non-combustible materials grave markers, statutory, or other remembrances of persons or events that are no...
	(4) Traffic signs, legal notices, railroad crossing signs, danger and such temporary emergency or non-advertising signs, as may be erected for the public safety.
	(5) Non-illuminated signs painted on canopies, awnings and marquees indicating only the name, street number, and/or tenant name.  Such signs shall not exceed an aggregate gross surface area of four (4) square feet per display with individual letters n...
	(6) One sign not to exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area, identifying farm operations on parcels of land containing not less than twenty (20) acres.
	(7) United States and/or State of Wisconsin flags that do not pose a safety hazard.
	(8) Special, decorative, Town-owned displays or signs that are located in the public right-of-way on a temporary basis.
	(9) Town-authorized and constructed directional signs for any single business, organization or event, provided such signs do not exceed three (3) square feet in area, or four (4) feet in height, and are temporary in nature.
	(10) Signs which are located within the interior of any building, and which are not readily visible from the exterior of the building.
	(11) Yard sale signs, provided that they are not attached to utility poles, meter posts, trees, or other public utility in or along any street right-of-way within the Town, and that they are not attached to any building, wall fence, or other property ...
	(12) Grand opening and special event signs/banners may be allowed subject to the SCA's approval of the sign or display size, location, length of use, and appearance.
	(13) In Business, Commercial and Industrial Districts one non-advertising sign per service door or overhead door shall be allowed.  The sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet in area.  Sign shall be located at or below eight (8) feet from adjacent...

	The following temporary signs shall also be exempted from Section 21.04 (i.e., Permits) of this ordinance, subject to the associated conditions:
	(b) Real Estate Signs
	(1) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) temporary real estate sign for each lot being advertised for sale or rent, except where a lot abuts two (2) or more streets, in which case one (1) "for sale" sign may be allowed for each abutting street...
	(2) Residential Areas: In residential areas, temporary "for sale" or "for rent" real estate signs shall not exceed 12 square feet in gross surface area.
	(3) Non-Residential Areas: In non-residential and multi-family (four-plex and greater) residential areas, temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall not exceed 25 square feet in gross surface area and temporary "for lease" or "for rent" real estate ...
	(4) Location: Temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall be located only upon the premises for sale, and shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from an abutting property line, road right-of-way, or driveway.  Temporary "for lease" or "for rent" real ...
	(5) Height: Temporary "for sale" real estate signs shall not project higher than seven (7) feet as measured from preconstruction grade at the base of the sign.  Temporary "for lease" or "for rent” real estate signs shall not project higher than the ex...
	(6) Special Conditions: Temporary real estate signs shall be removed within seven (7) days of the sale or lease of the premises upon which the sign is located.

	(c) Construction Signs
	(1) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) temporary construction sign for each project or development, except that where a project or development abuts two (2) or more streets, one (1) sign may be allowed for each abutting street frontage.
	(2) Residential Areas: In residential areas, temporary construction signs shall not exceed twenty-five (25) square feet in gross surface area.  Nonresidential Areas: In nonresidential areas, temporary construction signs shall not exceed fifty (50) squ...
	(3) Locations: Temporary construction signs shall be located only upon the premises upon which construction is about to occur or is occurring.  Such signs shall be setback/offset a minimum of ten (10) feet from an abutting property line, road right-of...
	(4) Height: Temporary construction signs shall not project higher than seven (7) feet, as measured from pre-construction grade at the base of the sign.
	(5) Special Conditions: Temporary construction signs shall be permitted only as accessory to an approved building permit for the purpose of identifying a proposed construction project and the names of contractors, engineers, architects, and financial ...

	(d) Political Campaign Signs
	(1) The display of political signs shall be limited to a period of thirty (30) days immediately preceding the primary, general or special election to which they pertain.
	(2) The sign area of a political campaign sign displayed in other than residential or agricultural zoning districts shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  The sign area of such signs displayed in residential or agricultural zoning districts sh...
	(3) Political campaign signs shall not be displayed on any building or structure that is owned, operated or maintained by any public agency, or on any Town owned post or traffic control device, or on any pole, post or appurtenance owned or operated by...
	(4) The candidate, entity or property owner responsible for the erection or distribution of any such signs shall be jointly and severally liable for the removal of them within ten (10) days after the primary, general, or special election to which they...


	13.09 ILLUMINATION STANDARDS
	(a) Standards
	(1) In addition to complying with the provisions of this ordinance, all signs in which electrical wiring and connections are to be used shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the Town Electrical Code.  No person may erect a sign with exposed...
	(2)  The use of unshielded lighting, including exposed incandescent light bulbs hung or strung on poles, wires or any other type of support intended to illuminate a sign or other advertising device is expressly prohibited.
	(3) No sign, except permitted changeable message signs, shall be illuminated, either internally or externally, between the hours of 11 p.m. and sunrise unless the premises on which it is located is open for business during that time.  Signs located in...
	(4) All sign lighting shall be so designed, located, shielded or hooded so as to prevent the casting of glare or direct light upon adjacent roadways, surrounding properties, or into the sky.
	13.10 LANDSCAPING STANDARDS

	(a) Standards
	(1)   In the case of a ground-/monument sign or freestanding signs, a landscape area shall extend a minimum of five (5) feet from the base of the sign in all directions.
	(2) Where any sign is proposed to be externally illuminated using ground mounted fixtures (i.e. floodlight), landscape plantings shall be installed in such a manner as to entirely shield the light source from the surrounding view.  Landscape plantings...


	13.11 LOCATION STANDARDS
	(a) Standards
	(1) No sign or sign supporting structure shall be setback/offset less than 10 feet from an abutting lot line, right-of-way line or driveway edge.
	(2) Placement of all signs shall be subject to the vision setback regulations as put forth in the Town of Lisbon Zoning Code.
	(3) No nonresidential sign shall be located closer than 50 feet to an abutting residential zone unless specifically approved by the Planning Commission.


	13.12 PERMITTED SIGNS
	(a) Multiple-Family Residential Uses
	(1) Name and address signs of buildings containing four (4) or more residential units shall be allowed subject to the following:
	(A) Type: Development/project identification and building address signs.
	(B) Number: There shall not be more than one (1) freestanding identification sign for each development/project and one (1) wall mounted building address sign for each building.
	(C) Area: Building address signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in gross surface area.  Development/project signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in size.
	(D) Location: Development/project identification signs shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet to a property line, right-of-way line, or driveway edge.
	(E) Height: Freestanding signs shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height as measured from pre-construction grade at the base of the sign.


	(b) Subdivision Identification Signs
	(1) A permanent sign used to designate a residential subdivision entrance may be permitted subject to the following criteria:
	(A) Type: Subdivision identification signs shall be ground/monument signs.
	(B) Number: There shall not be more than two (2) subdivision identification signs for each point of vehicular access to the subdivision.
	(C) Area: Subdivision identification signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet nor be any smaller than thirty-two (32) square feet in area per sign.
	(D) Location: Subdivision identification signs shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet to a property line, right-of-way line or driveway edge.
	(E) Height: Subdivision identification signs shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height as measured from the sign pre-construction grade at the base of the sign.
	(F) If the Subdivision sign is to be located within an Entrance Island Area, the entrance island shall be a minimum of 20 feet wide and a minimum of 50 feet in length.  The Subdivision sign shall not be located any closer than 5 feet to the side islan...


	(c) Business and Institutional Uses
	(1) Business and institutional uses shall be permitted one (1) wall sign per building tenant, and one (1) freestanding ground sign per principal building or one (1) projecting sign per building tenant subject to the rest of this section.
	(2) Wall Signs.
	(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) wall sign per building tenant.
	(B) Area: The gross surface area of a wall sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet or 85% of the tenant's lineal façade frontage, whichever is less.  The wall sign shall not be located any closer than 4 feet to the tenant’s wall line.  This 4 fee...
	(C) Location: A wall sign may be located on the outermost wall of the principal building, but shall not project more than ten (10) inches from the wall to which the sign is to be affixed.
	(D) Height: A wall sign shall not project higher than the parapet line of the wall to which the sign is to be affixed.

	(3) Freestanding Ground/Monument Sign
	(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) freestanding ground/monument sign for each principal building.
	(B) Area: The gross surface area of a ground sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet of area.
	(C) Location: A ground sign may not be located closer than ten (10) feet to a property line, right-of-way line, or driveway edge.
	(D) Height: A ground sign shall not project higher than twenty (20) feet, as measured from post-construction grade at the base of the sign.

	(4) Projecting Signs.
	(A) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) projecting sign per building tenant.
	(B) Area: The gross surface area of a projecting sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet.
	(C) Height: The minimum clearance to grade shall be eight (8) feet as measured from the lowest part of the sign.  The maximum height shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet above the grade immediately below the projecting sign.

	(5)  Changeable Message Signs.
	(A) For a sign to meet the definition of a changeable message sign all of the following must be complied to:
	(E) Number: There shall be no more than one (1) scrolling message sign per property.
	(F) Area: The surface area of a scrolling message sign shall not exceed 32 square feet (per side).
	(G) Location: A scrolling message sign shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet to a property line, right-of-way line or driveway edge, and shall be located at least one hundred fifty feet (150) from another scrolling message sign.
	(H) Brightness: The scrolling message sign shall not exceed an additional 0.5 foot candles of the ambient light level.  Said brightness shall be measured at the nearest point to the travelling public or designated pedestrian route.  Scrolling message ...
	(I) Scrolling message sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet in height.  Height shall be measured from the post developed ground elevation to the top of the scrolling message text.
	(J) Scrolling message sign shall not be located within four hundred (400) feet of a residential zoned property.  Upon the written appeal of the 400 feet setback regulation, the Plan Commission acting as the Sign Code Administrator may consider a setba...

	(6) Awning Signs.
	Awning signs which are four (4) square feet or less in gross surface area are exempt from the provisions of this ordinance.

	(7) Window Signs.
	(8) Changeable Letter Signs.
	(9) Special Conditions.


	13.13 EXISTING SIGNS
	(a) Existing Signs
	(1) Existing signs which become nonconforming upon adoption of this ordinance shall not be reconstructed, remodeled, relocated or altered in any way unless such action will make the sign conforming in all respects with this ordinance (note: normal mai...
	(2) A nonconforming sign or sign structure which is damaged may be restored only after the owner has shown that the damage did not exceed fifty (50) percent of the appraised value of the sign.  If such sign or sign structure is destroyed, or damaged t...
	(3) At such time as the owner of a building or lot, on which a nonconforming sign(s) is located, requests Planning Commission approval for any change to the use, building, or lot, the Planning Commission may require that such nonconforming sign(s) be ...


	13.14 DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND ERECTION STANDARDS
	(a) Structure Design
	(1) Wind pressure. All signs shall be designed, constructed, erected and maintained to safely withstand wind pressure as specified by Wisconsin State Statute and applicable administrative code.
	(2) The design, construction and erection of all signs shall be by a competent professional in the sign design and construction industry.
	(3) Wall signs attached to the exterior of a building shall be anchored or attached in such a manner as to ensure its stability and safety.

	(b) Aesthetic Design
	The sign's design shall fulfill the purpose cited in Section 13.01 (i.e., Purpose) and reflect the quality and character of signs exemplified in the Town's Sign Code supplement entitled "Town of Lisbon Sign Code Portfolio".

	13.15 MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF SIGNS
	(a) The Town may cause any sign or other advertising structure that is, in their opinion, an immediate peril to persons or property, to be removed summarily and without notice.  The owner of a sign shall keep it in good repair which includes restoring...
	(b) Appearance Requirements
	(1) The owner of a sign as defined and regulated by this ordinance shall be required to properly maintain the appearance of all parts and supports of their sign as directed by the Town.
	(2) In the event that a sign owner does not provide proper sign maintenance within ten (10) days of receiving written notice to do so from the Town, the sign may be removed as provided in Section 13.15(c) of this ordinance.

	(c) Removal of Certain Signs And Billboards
	(1) Any sign or billboard now or hereafter existing which no longer advertises a bonafide business or product, or which is dilapidated, in disrepair, unsafe, insecure, or has been constructed, erected or maintained in violation of the provisions of th...
	(2) Any sign that is constructed without a valid permit shall be removed promptly, unless a proper permit is obtained within five (5) days of receiving written notice of the illegal sign.  In the event that the owner of such sign is not issued a permi...
	(3) In the event that the owner of an illegal sign cannot be ascertained by the Town, then notice as indicated in Section 13.15(c)(3) shall be given to the owner of the real estate upon which the sign is located.  In the event that the owner of the re...
	(4) The cost of removing or relocating signs located in the road right-of-way at a time when the road is proposed to be, or is being, widened, shall be removed or relocated at sign owner's expense.
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